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Flood Advisory Panel Wants
Cranford Twp. to Buy 112 Park Dr.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader & The Times

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Flood Advisory Committee has
requested that the township com-
mittee “give serious consider-
ation to the acquisition of the
property located at 112 Park
Drive for the purpose of facilitat-
ing Phase 5 of the Flood Plan and
the conversion of the remaining
property for open space,” the
Flood Advisory Committee stated
in a resolution passed 9-to-0,
with 11 members absent.

SCODEE, LLC, co-owned by Bob
Pyfer and Denise Lorelli, had pur-
chased the 25,000-square-foot
property located adjacent to
Nomahegan Park. After present-
ing its minor subdivision applica-
tion to the planning board in
August, SCODEE withdrew its
application due to the negative
comments made by planning
board members, Flood Advisory
Committee members, Environ-
mental Commission members,
and residents alike, as well as
deficiencies in its stormwater
drainage plan noted by the plan-

ning board engineer.
The Flood Advisory Committee’s

resolution states, “it is public
knowledge that the current owner
has paid much less for the prop-
erty in question and might be
amenable to a resolution involv-
ing the transfer of said property
to the township or the county for
a fair market price.” SCODEE,
LLC purchased the property for
$280,000 on September 15,
2016, according to
njparcels.com.

Prior to SCODEE, LLC buying
the property, the township had
been in discussions with the
County of Union, which owns an
easement on part of the prop-
erty, to buy the property, desig-
nate a portion as Green Acres
and build a pump station that
would aid in reducing flooding
conditions seen in the northeast
quadrant of the township, and
would satisfy the township’s fifth
phase of its flood plan. This loca-
tion was deemed ideal in order to
assist the most homes in the
area, the Flood Advisory Com-
mittee had told The Westfield
Leader in August.

The County of Union was un-
successful in its attempt to buy
the property from Wells Fargo
Bank at an offer of its appraised
value of $500,000 about a de-
cade ago.

112 Park Drive sits in a flood
zone and is considered one of the
most susceptible areas for flood-
ing, as stated by Township Com-
missioner Ann Dooley and a resi-
dent who lives on Park Drive,
Donald Thee, at the August plan-
ning board meeting. Objectors
noted how building two homes
on the property would under-
mine efforts made by the town-
ship to reduce flooding by set-
ting strict development standards
that establish requirements for
flood control. The property cur-
rently is occupied by an aban-
doned home.

CRANFORD COMMITTEE 2018

CRANFORD – Art curator
Cynthia A. Dawley welcomes the
public to view an art exhibit by
Cranford artist Kerrie Wandlass
on display in the main lobby of
Two River Community Bank in
Cranford. Ms. Wandlass works in
acrylics, oils, mixed media, and
computer graphics. She recog-
nizes her work is influenced by
the impressionists, namely
Cezanne and Prendergast, as her
interest lies in shape, color and
outlines. She strives to compel
the viewer to see what is around
us and often unnoticed in our
busy lives, and encourages
acknowledgement of the seren-
ity that can be felt by these often
forgotten surroundings.

The current exhibit will be on
display to the public through
Wednesday, February 14, with
an open artist reception on Fri-
day, January 12 from 3 p.m. to
4:30 p.m., and Saturday, Janu-

ary 13 from 10 a.m. to noon
where all are invited to come and
speak with Ms. Wandlass.

Two River Community Bank is
located at 245-249 North Av-
enue West, Cranford.

To be considered for future art
shows, please contact
Cynthia@CADawley.com and in-
clude “TwoRiver” in the subject
line.

Tips Told on Staying
Safe During Cold Snap
COUNTY — As bitterly cold tem-

peratures and wind chills grip the
region for a second consecutive
weekend, residents are urged to
be sure to wear dry, warm cloth-
ing and cover exposed skin when
outdoors, according to Union
County officials.

Check on your neighbors,
friends, and relatives, the eld-
erly and those with disabilities.
Seniors, infants, people with
chronic cardiovascular or lung
conditions, those using alcohol
or drugs, and people with cogni-
tive impairments (like dementia,
serious mental illness or devel-
opmental disability) are at in-
creased risk.
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Dawley’s Work on DisplayLibrary to Spotlight
RSVP on Monday

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library will hold an in-
formation session on Monday,
January 8, at 10 a.m., on the
Retired and Senior Volunteer
Program (RSVP).

Members of the community
are invited to learn more about
volunteer opportunities includ-
ing visiting the homebound,
tutoring school-aged children,
volunteering at food pantries
and assisting at community
gardens, among other choices.

The Garwood Public Library
is located at 411 Third Av-
enue. For more information
and to reserve a spot, call
Nathalie Garcia at (908) 352-
8375 or the library at (908)
789-1670.




