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friendship and neighborhood,”
she said.

“The greatest challenge facing
Cranford is meeting its afford-
able-housing obligation without
losing the character that drew us
to our town. People leave urban
centers and come to Cranford for
a reason — to get away from the
density and the pace of city life.
Our approach to development
has to bear that in mind. Using
redevelopment, we can create
a f f o r d a b l e - h o u s i n g
opportunities...it needs to be a
top priority for the township com-
mittee,” Ms. O’Connor said.

“Serving the residents of
Cranford is the best job I have
ever had,” Ms. O’Connor said in
her closing remarks.

Commissioner Giblin high-
lighted the downtown and the 27
years of service Kathleen Prunty,
who is retiring, gave as DMC
director. “Our downtown is a high-
light as to why people move here,
stay here and come here from
other towns,” Mr. Giblin said.

He noted the Teen Advisory
Board is being reignited.

“Trying to meet our affordable-
housing obligations with the in-
frastructure and space we
have...it is something Cranford
needs to address, and the prob-
lem needs to be addressed in
Trenton,” Mr. Giblin said.

About $7.5 million in tax dollars
was paid in advance by township
residents before the end of the

year, Mr. Giblin said, in hopes of
saving some tax dollars due to the
State and Local Tax (SALT) de-
duction being capped at $10,000
for federal tax returns. “The State
of New Jersey is in a property-tax
crisis,” he said. Mr. Giblin sug-
gested the township committee
do its part to address the issue at
the county and state levels.

Deputy Mayor Dooley said the
township has seen “profound
costs savings” in the five months
since Cranford hired a full-time
engineer, replacing the consult-
ant engineer it had hired. She
also talked about flood-control
efforts. Gates have been pur-
chased for dams in the Rahway
River, while desilting is to take
place, “for the first time in a
number of years,” she said. Phase
2B of the Flood Mitigation project
is to begin in 2018, and the
committee, she said, is “poised
to move that ball” towards mak-
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WELCOME ABOARD...Commissioner Patrick Giblin, second from left, is
sworn in as Cranford Commissioner by Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, left, a
Cranford resident.

defender Michael S. Simitz. The
council unanimously approved
borough municipal labor attor-
ney Matthew J. Giaccobbe. Coun-
cil unanimously approved 2018
borough prosecutor Steven H.
Merman.

Mayor Lombardo made the fol-
lowing appointments with no con-
firmation necessary. Any leader-
ship changes made were not
given explanation nor necessar-
ily based on past performance.

Mr. Sarno will serve as finance
committee chairman, replacing
Ms. Todisco. At several 2017
council meetings, Mayor
Lombardo lauded Ms. Todisco’s
performance as finance commit-
tee chairwoman.

Mr. Sarno expressed at several
2017 council meetings concerns
with financial decisions being
made regarding the capital ex-
penditure decisions process. Mr.
Sarno stated emphasis must be
placed on providing all council
members ample time to review
financial decisions.

Ms. Todisco will serve as public
health, police, and safety com-
mittee chairwoman. Mr.
McCormack will serve as fire com-
mittee chairman, replacing Mr.
Sarno.

Planning board appointments
include former councilman Louis
Petruzzelli, Councilman Sarno,
William Nierstedt, Mayor
Lombardo, Steven Napolitano
and Denise Ridente.

“I’d like to point out more times
than not this council has voted
together,” Ms. Todisco said.

Ms. Todisco said she is focused
on debating issues the borough
faces, “voting on them and mov-
ing on towards the next order of
business.”

At the start of the meeting, Mr.
McCormack and Ms. Todisco were
sworn in to serve as borough coun-
cil members after both prevailed
in the November 2017 election.

Mr. McCormack said he wanted
to “thank all those residents who

stood behind me and gave me
courage to do something I had a
burning desire to do for quite a
while now.”

Mr. McCormack emphasized
thankfulness for family member
support and his running mate,
Michael Collings. Mr. McCormack
had his grandchildren hold the
Bible as he was sworn in.

Ms. Todisco said her grandfa-
ther and longtime community
leader Frank Todisco was a huge
inspiration for her calling to serve
the community.

“As a lifelong resident and vol-
unteer for many organizations, I
love this town deeply,” said Ms.
Todisco in her public address.

Ms. Todisco’s grandfather’s
longtime childhood friends,
Garwood resident for over 80
years Pat DiFabio and Mr.
Alimonti, held the Bible for Ms.
Todisco as she was sworn in.

Mayor Lombardo acknowledged
achievements in his mayor’s ad-
dress such as the parking commit-
tee concentrating on completing
the parking permit program while
respecting business owner input.

“The Green Team organized the
beginnings of beautification of
our downtown area with cleanup
and seasonal plantings,” said
Mayor Lombardo of the 2017
program and its positive com-
munity impact.

Mayor Lombardo said he and
the council are reviewing all bor-
ough roadways, with certain
roads being prioritized for re-
pairs with “(New Jersey) Depart-
ment of Transportation and
(Union) county funds.”

“We also welcomed eight new
businesses to our town in 2017,”
Mayor Lombardo said.

Ms. Blumenstock addressed the
public, stating that community
volunteerism, adhering to a capi-
tal plan by making long-term
investments into the borough,
and maximizing county grant
opportunities is where the coun-
cil should focus in 2018.

ing improvements to Orchard
Brook.

Mayoral appointments to the
planning board are Christopher
Chapman, Andrew Cossa, Bobbi
Anderson and Julie Didzbalis.
Mayor Hannen and Deputy Mayor
Dooley will serve on the planning
board as official township repre-
sentatives.

Mary Ann Hay, Christine Daly
and David Salomon were ap-
pointed to the zoning board of
adjustment.

The establishment of a Green
Team was authorized as well as
the members who will serve.

A resolution was passed that
would authorize a cash incentive
to employees wishing to waive
health benefits.

Pastor Thomas Rice of the Cran-
ford Alliance Church gave the
invocation, followed by the flag
salute led by the police and fire
honorary color guard.
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