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Hannen Selected As
Cranford Mayor Again

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Thomas Hannen,
Jr. was selected to serve as mayor
for a second consecutive year
during the township committee’s
reorganization meeting Tuesday.
Mr. Hannen also has served as
mayor in previous years.

Mayor Hannen chose to remind
everyone attending the gather-
ing of those people who are
homeless.

“It is a time of year that the
weather has come upon us and
impacted a lot of people in our
community,” Mayor Hannen said.
He reflected on an interfaith ser-
vice for homeless people who
have died in Union County that
he had attended recently.
“Please, because we are people
of compassion, look out for each

other. There are those among us
who do not have a place to live
this evening. Some of them are
staying at the Presbyterian
Church across the street from us
tonight. Remember them in your
prayers.”

He congratulated Kevin
Mahoney for his work on behalf
of the homeless. Mr. Mahoney is
to be honored at a Martin Luther
King, Jr. presentation by the
Cranford Clergy’s Interfaith Com-
mittee on Thursday, January 18,
he said.

Commissioner Ann Dooley was
selected as deputy mayor, a post
held by Commissioner Patrick
Giblin last year. Mr. Giblin and
newcomer Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve were sworn in as
commissioners by Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski, a Cranford

resident. This year marks the
committee holding a 4-to-1
Democratic majority.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
is to serve as commissioner of
finance, Mr. Giblin as commis-
sioner of public safety, Ms. Dooley
as commissioner of public works/
engineering, and Mr.
Maisonneuve as commissioner of
public affairs.

Patricia Donahue was appointed
as the new township clerk, a
position left open after Tara
Rowley resigned as clerk to be-
come clerk in Westfield.

Mr. Maisonneuve also will serve
as commissioner liaison to the
Downtown Management Corpo-
ration (DMC), where he served
on the board prior to being elected
commissioner. Anthony Durante
was named DMC chairman. Chris
Ashrafi and Kristin Mider were
appointed as resident members;
Margaret Sacco and Steve Needle
were appointed as owner mem-
bers.

Commissioner O’Connor
thanked former commissioner
Andis Kalnins for serving six years
on the committee. She also noted
some “community building” com-
mittees — Centennial Village, Mu-
nicipal Alliance, Community Con-
nection — that “celebrate family,

Blumenstock Named
Council President

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Councilwoman
Jen Blumenstock was approved
as 2018 council president at Tues-
day night’s reorganization meet-
ing of the governing body.

Moments after being sworn into
office, newly-elected Republican
Councilman Richard McCormack
nominated fellow Republican
Ileen Cuccaro for 2018 council
president. However, Ms. Cuccaro
did not receive the majority vote
over Ms. Blumenstock.

This year the borough council is
split between three Democrats
and three Republicans. In situa-
tions where voting is deadlocked,
Mayor Charles Lombardo will cast
the deciding vote.

“One big thing people forgot.
How to compromise. Give a little
and take a little. Lacking in the
world today, not only this coun-

try,” said Garwood resident for
over 90 years Angelo N. Alimonti,
in providing open commentary
to the mayor and council.

The three Republicans are Mr.
McCormack, Joseph Sarno and
Ms. Cuccaro. The three Demo-
crats are Sara Todisco, Marc
Lazarow, and Ms. Blumenstock.

Mr. Sarno was approved as the
2018 planning board liaison.

All three Republicans voted no
on renewing Borough Attorney
Robert F. Renaud’s contract for
serving as the borough’s munici-
pal attorney and as the munici-
pal tax appeal attorney, both
annual contracts. Mr. Renaud was
supported by all three Demo-
crats and Mayor Lombardo, thus
garnering an approval for both
positions.

Mr. Sarno was the only no vote
on approved municipal public
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 WELCOME ABOARD...Jean-Albert Maisonneuve, right, is sworn in as Cran-
ford Commissioner by Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, a Cranford resident.
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 THEY’RE HONOR...Cranford Municipal Court Judge Mark Cassidy is sworn
in by his wife, Union County Superior Court Presiding Judge Karen Cassidy.
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