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Blue Devils 3rd, Panthers 1st at Mat Tourney
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Raiders Rap Tigers for Cotoia Tourney Crown
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

Drubulis, who banged a pair of 3-
pointers, finished with six rebounds,
three steals, three assists and a tipped
ball.

“We always know what we can
expect from Tommy. He always gives
it his all every possession, every game
and that’s something that started since
his sophomore year and has been get-
ting better as the years have pro-
gressed,” Coach Siracusa expressed.

Laylor’s and Drubulis’ scoring abil-
ity was made easy by teammate
Lamont Cruse who dished out seven
assists. Cruse also scored nine points.

“He gets to the paint whenever he
wants and he loves to dish it out to us
for some threes or he can dump it out
to Dwight,” Drubulis said.

“Most of the time I score it’s off of
his assist. He does a good job of
giving me the ball,” Laylor added.

“When Lamont wants it, he can be
a great all-around guard, not just scor-
ing but distributing the ball as well.
As long as he plays unselfish, he could

be our X-factor. He showed a little bit
of that tonight,” Coach Siracusa said.

Senior Jack Brady, who scored nine
points, was stubborn defensively and
added three steals. Senior Ryan
Muench also scored nine points, in-
cluding a pair of 3-pointers. Justin
Guy (5 rebounds) and Jayson Will-
iams each scored two points and
Tommy Laucik scored three points.

“Most of our bench players we don’t
ask them to give us a ton of points, just
give their defensive presence. Justin
Guy is an example. He gets every
rebound he can, plays tough defense.
Same with Jon Ramos and Jayson
Williams,” Coach Siracusa com-
mented.

Drubulis, playing up front on de-
fense, was indeed hands-on not al-
lowing the Tigers and especially the
dangerous Gio Dudley from penetrat-
ing the paint. Dudley, who was the
Tigers’ chief thief with a multitude of
steals, led all scorers with 19 points
but the majority of his points came

against the Raiders’ reserves.
“Defensively we always play at-

tack and help line defense and make
sure no one gets to the paint. We don’t
let them settle for outside shots either
just to make things difficult for them.
If I see the ball on the floor, I dive for
it and try to push in transition to find
whoever is out like Jack Brady or
Lamont Cruse,” Drubulis explained

“I agree with Tommy. We just play
hard, we play man hard enough and
we help. If I see the ball up I just go for
it because I know we need the re-
bounds,” Laylor said.

“Union County, defense is just
crazy, so we already know what to
expect going into every game, so we
play tough against every single team
we play against,” Drubulis said.

The Raiders were also hot from the
charity line and displayed it early by
scoring the game’s first three points
from that line. The Raiders finished
sinking 15 of 23 free throws — 65

“That was the first match of the
tournament. I probably felt that kid
was not going to be ready, so right
away I went for a low single and got
it,” Composto said.

In his semifinal bout with Carson
Barry (Knights), Composto chalked
up a number of back points before
converting an arm bar/chin hook to a
front double-arm corkscrew for a 2:34
fall.

Composto decided to use the
takedown route in his title bout with
Panther Gabe Leo then topped it off
with a five-point pancake and an-
other five-point takedown-to-back
move to seize a 21-3 tech fall at 3:41.
Last year, Composto competed at 113-
lbs and placed fifth.

“Last season I was mainly getting
my back points on top but coming
into this tournament it is more fun
going feet-to-back, so that’s what I
tried to do in the last match. Get as
many points from neutral as possible,”
Composto explained.

Leo was just one of several
Westfield/Roselle Park matchups in
the tournament, so it gave each team
an indication of what to expect when
they meet again this season.

“We are definitely going to be see-
ing a bunch more of Roselle Park.
That match is high up on our goal list.
I wanted to send a message early in
the season and I hope our teammates
can build around that. In the upper
weights we had some really big wins
against them,” Composto commented.

Seeded first at 113-lbs, Luke Hoerle
began his quarterfinal bout against
Jaden Williams (Franklin) with a
takedown and a two-point tightwaist
tilt. Seconds later, Hoerle pinned
Williams with an arm bar, walkover
in 1:46. In his semifinal bout with
Jacob Febo (B), Hoerle used an as-
sortment of tilts then finished it off
with a five-point lateral throw to earn
a 19-1, 3:11 tech fall. Hoerle’s title
bout with Knight Jack Ruane took
just 19 seconds.

“I went to my go-to I had been
doing with most people this season
and it worked out. It was a single
dump to his back,” Hoerle described.

Last year, Hoerle was runnerup at
106-lbs.

“Last year I was in the finals. I lost.
It feels good to improve. That’s what
I am trying to do this season, just
improve on what I did last year.”

As to his observations of the Roselle
Park wrestlers, Hoerle said, “We have
been watching all those guys and what
they do in just preparing to wrestle
them.”

After defeating Norman Rubinski
(WM), Blue Devil Tim Miller faced
Panther Abel Crespo in the 170-lb
semis and used his top-riding skills to
earn a 1-0 victory to advance to the
championship bout. Miller also used
a yank-and-crank half nelson series
to control Crespo.

“I’ve always been big on top. I try
to ride kids out. I was going for that
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP SOME BACK POINTS...Blue Devil Luke Hoerle, top, has Bloomfield’s Jacob Febo in a wrist/tight waist
tilting position to get back points during his 113-lb semifinal bout. Hoerle won by 19-1, tech fall and went on to win the title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING DOWNCOURT...Raider senior Tommy Drubulis, No. 4, drives downcourt in the championship game with South
Plainfield at the Anthony J. Cotoia Holiday Tournament in South Plainfield on December 26-27.

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2016
Direct: (908) 301-2006  Cell: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@gmail.com

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

 Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

1081 Minisink Way, Westfield $1,925,000 31 Stoneleigh Park, Westfield $1,725,000
Stately 6 bedroom 6.1 bath Colonial opens to an impressive foyer with a curved staircase to the upper and lower levels of
beautiful living!  The spacious rooms highlight lovely millwork and luxurious amenities, while the exterior showcases three
front Juliet balconies and two rear covered porticos. This Energy Star Qualified residence, offering smart home technology,
is situated in Indian Forest convenient to downtown Westfield.

Stunning, Nantucket style, Circa 1904 Dutch Colonial on sprawling, professionally manicured .89 acres lot in Westfield's
historic Stoneleigh Park.  Structurally impressive, this home features elements that define Classic 20th Century Architecture.
It has been beautifully renovated to preserve the character, quality and workmanship reminiscent of years past.

Fantastic 4 bedroom 3.2 bath Colonial has been expanded and newly rebuilt
from the basement up and offers a wonderful open floor plan! The beautiful
kitchen opens to a bright family room with a gas fireplace, and a staircase leading
to the patio and fenced rear yard, as well as the lower level. Additional highlights
include new landscaping, beautiful hardwood floors, and exquisite millwork.

62 North Cottage Place, Westfield $924,900 1974 Winding Brook Way, Scotch Plains $800,000
Pristine 3/4 bedroom, 4 bath home offering spacious and light filled rooms and
gleaming hardwood floors. Living room w/ gas fireplace, formal dining room, center
island kitchen, master bedroom retreat w/sitting room & dual baths. Fabulous
screened porch, fenced back yard w/Gunite inground pool. An absolute showplace!

321 Brightwood Avenue, Westfield $1,299,000

Gorgeous Center Hall Colonial offers 4 levels of living. 2 story foyer, formal
dining room w/coffered ceiling, center island kitchen open to family room w/
gas fireplace. Master bedroom retreat w/private bath. 3rd floor bonus rm. Lower
level rec room, office & bath. Fenced front & rear yard, patio & deck.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 7th • 1-3PM




