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AARP Chapter Has
New Meeting Place

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Westfield Area AARP Chapter 4137
will hold its first meeting of 2018 on
Monday, January 8, at 1 p.m. The
chapter’s new meeting place will be at
Nazareth Hall, which is located in the
parking lot behind the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Roman Catholic Church
on Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Bridget Quinn, the area represen-
tative from the executive offices of
AARP in Trenton, will be the guest
speaker. Ms. Quinn will bring at-
tendees up to date on the work AARP
is doing in connection with services,
programs, and state and federal man-
dated projects of benefit to AARP
members and all senior citizens.

Refreshments and fellowship will
follow the business meeting. For
further information, call Ilsa at
(908) 322-7188.

Caregivers to Hold
First 2018 Meeting

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will begin their
meetings for the new year on January
8. Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month at
7:30 p.m. in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, in-
terested persons are invited to call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

FESTIVE WESTFIELD...Six members of the Garden Club of Westfield help to
beautify Westfield’s downtown during December. The club enjoys changing the
planters seasonally. Pictured, from left to right, are: Rosemary Shire, Elaine
Puma, Jo Sheehan, Merrilyn Crane, Mary Lou Stevens and Jane Manniello.

Local Synagogue Plans
Texas Hold ’Em Tourney

SCOTCH PLAINS — Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will hold a Texas
Hold ’Em tournament on Thursday,
February 1, starting at 6:30 p.m., at
the Scotch Plains synagogue. The
event is open to the community.

Proceeds from the tournament
will benefit non-profit and local
outreach activities performed by
the Men’s Club of Congregation
Beth Israel, the event’s sponsor.

The tournament will be run by a
professional company using li-
censed dealers and professional
equipment. Light snacks and bev-
erages will be served. Prizes will
be awarded to the final table.

“The Texas Hold ’Em tourna-
ment will not only be a lot of fun,
but the funds raised will also en-
able the Men’s Club to do more for
the local community,” said David
Labush, president of Congregation
Beth Israel’s Men’s Club.

The registration fee is $100 for
5,000 chips. The synagogue is of-
fering an Early Bird Special; regis-
trants who sign up before Friday,
January 5, will receive an additional
1,000 chips. Seating is limited so

early registration is encouraged.
To register, call the synagogue

office at (908) 889-1830. For ques-
tions, contact Aron Kesler at
aron@jmrconsult.net or Alex
Skibinsky at alex@metronilic.com.

Congregation Beth Israel is lo-
cated at 18 Shalom Way, at the
corner of Martine Avenue.

Temple to Present Course
On Biblical Interpretation

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation
Beth Israel will hold an eight-session
course entitled “The Enchantment of
Midrash,” taught by Azzan Yadin-Is-
rael, professor of Jewish Studies and
Classics at Rutgers University. Classes
begin on January 17 and will meet
from 7 to 9:30 p.m. on eight Wednes-
day evenings. The course is open to
adults in the community.

The course will provide an intro-
duction to rabbinic Biblical inter-
pretation, known as midrash. It also
will examine how the midrash treats
several Biblical themes, such as the
creation of the world, the binding of
Isaac and the Joseph narrative.

Tuition is $400 for all eight classes.
Class dates include January 17, 24
and 31; February 7, 14 and 21, and
March 7 and 21.

“We are excited to be able to bring
another college-level class to our com-
munity,” said Gary Goldner, chair-

man of Congregation Beth Israel’s
Adult Education Committee, spon-
sor of the event. “The course is de-
signed to appeal to everyone, regard-
less of your educational background
or religious affiliation.”

Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch Plains, at
the corner of Martine Avenue. To reg-
ister or for more information, call Gary
Goldner at (908) 654-3010 or the syna-
gogue office at (908) 889-1830.

Genealogical Soc. to Explore
Catholic Ancestry Research
WESTFIELD — The Genealogical

Society of the West Fields invites mem-
bers of the community to join Father
Augustine Curley next Thursday, Janu-
ary 11, for a talk about “Researching
Your Catholic Ancestors in the Digital
Age.” The meeting will be held at 1
p.m. at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary, located at 550 East Broad Street.

Father Curley will discuss some
issues that are particular to Catholic
research, and then speak about new
online resources for Catholic research.

Father Curley is a Benedictine
monk of Newark Abbey in Newark.
He serves his community as prior and
archivist, and teaches in the abbey
prep school, St. Benedict’s. A writer

and speaker on the history of Catholi-
cism in New Jersey, he has served on
the New Jersey Catholic Historical
Commission for more than 25 years.

Father Curley has been research-
ing his ancestors ever since, as a high-
school student, he began working in
the rectory of the parish where his
mother’s ancestors had settled as far
back as the 1820s, and found his
ancestors in the church records. He
slowly moved from being a “name
collector” to placing his ancestors, all
Irish, in the context of Irish and Ameri-
can history. His most recent discov-
ery was to place his Donnelly and
McLaughlin ancestors in the rebel
town of Dromore, County Tyrone.

HOLIDAY GREETINGS...The team at Arbor Terrace Mountainside, a senior
living community, recently teamed up with The Arc Kohler School for a lunch
celebration to make Christmas cards for U.S. troops. “This event was so much fun
for the students and staff to kick off the holiday season,” said Maria Owens, senior
care counselor for Arbor Terrace Mountainside. The holiday cards would be
mailed to the troops from the local Red Cross office.

Tickets Still Available For
Benefit Super Bowl Raffle

SCOTCH PLAINS – Tickets are
still available for the annual Father
Charles Hudson Super Bowl Raffle
to benefit The Center for Hope Hos-
pice and Palliative Care. This is the
22nd year that the non-profit organi-
zation is raffling off two tickets to the
Super Bowl as the first prize. This
year’s game will be played on Febru-
ary 4 in Minneapolis, Minn.; the grand
prize winner also will receive a flight
voucher worth $500 and enjoy a three-
night complimentary stay in a Minne-
apolis-area hotel.

Second prize is a 60-inch LED
smart TV and third prize is a $500
VISA gift card. Tickets are $10 each
and may be requested online at bit.ly/

superbowlraffle or by calling (908)
889-7780. All proceeds from the sale
of Super Bowl Raffle tickets support
the Center’s Charitable Care Program,
which provides nearly $3 million a
year in free or reduced-cost residen-
tial hospice care.

The Center for Hope Hospice of-
fers residential hospice and pallia-
tive care at Father Hudson House in
Elizabeth and Peggy’s House in
Scotch Plains. It also provides hos-
pice care in the community for ter-
minally ill patients in Union County
and surrounding areas.

For more information about hos-
pice and palliative care services
available at the Center for Hope,
visit cfhh.org or call (908) 889-7780.

Seniors, Kids Make Season
Bright For Troops Abroad

MOUNTAINSIDE — Kelly
Adams, executive director of Arbor
Terrace Mountainside, a senior living
community, recently took a day to
volunteer with The Arc Kohler School
in Mountainside to craft some hand-
made cards for United States troops
who are serving overseas, as part of
the American Red Cross “Holiday
Mail for Heroes” program.

The “Holiday Mail for Heroes” pro-
gram is just one way the volunteers
from Arbor Terrace have sent holiday
cheer to the servicemen and women.
Maria Owens, of Arbor Terrace, coor-
dinated this special project and col-
lected the supplies to make the cards.

“Working on a project such as ‘Holi-
day Mail for Heroes’ allows our stu-
dents to give back to the community
and to provide some holiday cheer to
the brave men and women who serve
our country,” said Jennifer Kaufman,
principal at The Arc Kohler School.
“It also provides a way for our stu-
dents to showcase their talents and
practice many of the skills that they
work on here at school.”

With help from the team of teachers
and therapists at the school, “the kids

had a great time making cards for the
soldiers, and it provided them with the
opportunity to utilize the skills we
work on in therapy...following direc-
tions, practicing colors, learning holi-
day concepts, practicing yes and no
responses and making requests,” re-
vealed Shelby Camhi, speech language
pathologist at The Arc Kohler School.

Volunteers from Arbor Terrace do-
nated all of the supplies and worked
with the students to create handmade
cards with personal messages. To kick
off the season and get into the spirit of
the holidays, Arbor Terrace also do-
nated a pizza lunch for the teachers
and staff to enjoy.

For more information on this cam-
paign of sending cards of thanks and
holiday cheer to military members,
veterans and families, visit
redcross.org/holidaymail.

The Arc Kohler School is a private
school for students with developmen-
tal delays and disabilities. For more
information about the school, call
Jennifer Kaufman, principal, at (973)
315-0000. Further information also
is available at arcunion.org or
arckohlerschool.org/.
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MLK Day of Service Talks
Set January 15 at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — Social Jus-
tice Matters, Inc. (SJM) invites the
public to attend two events to be held
at the Scotch Plains Public Library
during the community-wide Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Martin Luther King
Day of Service on Monday, January
15. The library will be closed to nor-
mal business, and only open as the
host site for the programs.

From noon to 1:30 p.m., SJM will
present “MLK in Oslo: Drawing In-
spiration from Dr. King’s Nobel Peace
Prize Acceptance Speech.” Doors open
at 11:45 a.m. Attendees will view the
12-minute speech before breaking into
small discussion groups, to be fol-
lowed by one large group conversa-
tion. Particular emphasis will be placed
on the relevance of Dr. King’s ideas
more than half of a century later. Ac-
cording to SJM, by sharing their in-
sights, participants may inspire each
other to think about taking some form
of nonviolent action today to improve
their community or the world. Re-
freshments will follow at 1:30 p.m.

At 2 p.m., the public is invited to
join educational sociologist Timothy
Eatman, Ph.D., in a conversation
about “Publicly Engaged Scholar-
ship.” Mr. Eatman is a professor and
dean of the Rutgers-Newark Honors

Living Learning Community (HLLC).
Discussion will focus on the role of
the community in the education pro-
cess, exploring how universities, in-
cluding Rutgers HLLC, support their
communities through student engage-
ment. Talk will touch on the transition
from high school to college and the
role that the community can play in
that process.

To take part in either program, in-
terested persons are asked to register
in advance at the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Dr. Martin Luther King Day of
Service website, http://
spfmlkday.wildapricot.org. People
also may register on January 15 dur-
ing the 10 a.m. opening program at
the Jewish Community Center (JCC)
of Central New Jersey, located at
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains.

SJM is a local grassroots non-profit
organization. Members are commit-
ted to active inquiry into matters of
race in American society, and to work-
ing towards an equitable community.
SJM serves as a resource for commu-
nity concerns, and facilitates discus-
sions and action about race and re-
lated topics.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue in
downtown Scotch Plains.

Florian Schantz Combo
Is Due in Cranford

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library will present a perfor-
mance by the Florian Schantz Jazz
Combo on Wednesday, January 24,
at 7:30 p.m., at the Cranford Com-
munity Center.

The Florian Schantz Jazz Combo
was formed in 2012 by then 9-year-
old Florian Schantz. Since then, the
band has entertained audiences in
hundreds of venues in the New York
City area and in Germany.

The band features Florian Schantz
on trumpet, cornet and flugelhorn;
Rup Chattopadhyay on tuba, trom-
bone and flute; Margaret Schantz on
flugelhorn and trumpet; Lowell
Schantz on guitar, and Cory Ackerman
on drums. The Combo will play a
selection of Dixieland music.

The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
Admission to the program is free and
all are welcome. This program is made
possible in part by a HEART (His-
tory, Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

For more information about the
program, call the Cranford Public
Library at (908) 709-7281. To see
what else is coming up at the library,
visit the Library Web page at
cranfordlibrary.org.

Hypertension Clinic
Available at Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-

ship nurse will be available at the
Scotch Plains Public Library for blood
pressure checks on Tuesday, January
9, from 10 a.m. until noon. No regis-
tration is required.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Miller-Cory to Offer
‘Snow Globes’ Event
WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory

House Museum will welcome visi-
tors on Sunday, January 21, for “The
Wonderful World of Snow Globes.”
The museum’s Sunday programs are
held between 2 and 4 p.m. unless
otherwise noted. No reservations are
required for the “Snow Globes” event.
Open-hearth cooking demonstrations
will resume in March in the museum’s
Frazee Building.

The museum is located at 614
Mountain Avenue, Westfield. Ad-
mission, unless otherwise stated, is
$4 for ages 13 and older; $3 for ages
3 to 12, and free for those under age
3. For more information, call or e-
mail the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum at (908) 232-1776 or
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.

Pet Supply Collection
Underway at Library
GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-

lic Library is collecting donations for
the Plainfield Area Humane Society
through Wednesday, January 31. Re-
quested items include dog and cat
food, litter, toys, cleaning supplies
and gift cards. Donations should be
brought to the library during regular
library hours. The library is located at
411 Third Avenue.




