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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ
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DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Feds: Why Not Allow Us to
Deduct All 2018 Taxes?

Thanks for Great Westfield
High School Swimming Shots

Shame on the UN for Vote Against
U.S. on Jerusalem As The Capital

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Balagan – A hut built on stilts by the

Tartars
2. Tantivy – A swift, full gallop
3. Taraxacin – A bitter substance from

the root of the common dandelion
4. Yoicks – A cry used for urging on

the hounds in fox hunting

RUNNEL
1. A small channel or watercourse
2. A marine fish that ascends rivers to

spawn
3. A large pole used to motivate a raft

down a stream
4. A small European hawk

GLACK
1. Soft sleet or hail
2. A narrow mountain pass
3. Corn meal, mush
4. Discontent

DAGSWAIN
1. A type of dagger
2. Small metal cuplike stand for hold-

ing hot coffee cups
3. A rough or coarse cover for a bed
4. A high, rocky hill

RUGOSE
1. Covered with wax
2. Tending to cause blisters
3. Having a rough and dry surface
4. Full of wrinkles or ridges

The vote in the United Nations
General Assembly, really an anti-the-
person Trump vote, against President
Trump’s decision to recognize Jerusa-
lem as the capital of Israel and to
move our embassy there is a reminder
of Rodney Dangerfield’s famous line
“I get no respect!”

 When shall Israel finally get re-
spect and be accepted in the family of
nations?

And what a vote it was! One hun-
dred and twenty-eight  for the non-
binding resolution, nine against, and
35 cowardly abstentions.

Consider who voted for the resolu-
tion against one of the few working
democracies.

Former Axis powers Germany,
Italy, and Japan.

Britain started the two Opium Wars
to force China to permit British mer-
chants to sell opium in China.

France brutally attempted to pre-
vent Algerian independence.

Portugal waged long bloody wars
to prevent independence for its Afri-
can colonies.

 Indonesia illegally occupied the
former Portuguese colony of East
Timor and then engaged in genocide
and other brutalities there.

Sweden and Switzerland remained
neutral even as Hitler was conquering
Europe.

The communist countries of China,
Cuba, North Korea, Russia, and Viet-
nam.

The terrorist countries of Iran and
North Korea.

Human rights violators Burkina
Faso, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela.

 Syria committing genocide against
its own people.

Sudan committing genocide against
the people of Darfur.

 Such undemocratic countries as
Bahrain, Egypt, and Zimbabwe.

Afghanistan, Burundi, Comoros,

Ethiopia, Eritrea, Liberia, Mali,
Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, and
Senegal who would be better off put-
ting their economic house in order
rather than railing against the Israel
whose economic and technological
prowess could be of inestimable value
to these and other poverty-stricken
countries.

 Failed states Libya, Somalia, and
Yemen.

Each of these countries refuses the
moral reparation owed the Jewish
people to make Jerusalem the capital
of Israel because the civilized world
stood by while 6,000,000 Jews were
being murdered during The Holo-
caust!

A moral imperative that overrides
the legalistic talk about Jerusalem
under General Assembly Resolution
194 of December 11, 1948 being
“placed under United Nations con-
trol,” the European Union’s view that
Jerusalem is a “corpus separatum,”
and the blather that the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict cannot be settled if
Jerusalem is the capital of Israel.

History must not be forgotten. The
birth of the State of Israel on May 14,
1948 saw its Arab neighbors jointly
declare war against Israel! There
would be the Six Day War of June
1967 and the Yom Kippur War of
October 1973 that took Israel by sur-
prise and other conflicts, the two
Intifadas, and terrorist attacks in Is-
rael.

Jews in the Diaspora have long
prayed “L’Shana Haba’ah
B’Yerushalayim” (“Next year in
Jerusalem”) at the end of the Pass-
over Seder and at the end of Ne’ila the
concluding prayer service on Yom
Kippur.

How tragic that this brave people
who have had to endure so much
horror throughout their history have
been dealt such a bad hand by a
hostile and duplicitous General As-
sembly.

Shame on the United Nations.
Thank you President Trump for

having the moral courage to recog-
nize Jerusalem as the capital of the
State of Israel!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Tiny Tim Board Thanks Community
for Carol Night Support

Now that Leonard Lance has failed
miserably to achieve his stated goal
“to preserve the full SALT dedication
[does he mean “deduction”?] and
ensure New Jerseyans see the same
tax relief promised to other states,” I
feel he should aggressively lobby the
IRS to rescind its edict that taxpayers
may not deduct taxes paid in 2017,
but due in 2018 that have not been
assessed and billed.

I don’t believe any state, certainly

not New Jersey, sets its tax rates for
the fiscal year 2018-2019 before July
2018. We know our taxes are not
going down, so why not give us a
measly one-time break to deduct our
full year 2018 taxes and partially
soften the blows we will incur going
forward as our federal deductions
diminish and our property values
plunge?

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

I Applaud Lance For Bill to Deduct
All Of 2018 Prop. Taxes

I applaud Leonard Lance’s stated
intention to introduce legislation that
would, if passed, enable New Jersey
residents to deduct their entire 2018
real estate tax paid during calendar
2017 from their 2017 taxable income.

Let’s see how much clout Mr. Lance
has in Washington among his Repub-
lican cohorts.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Kudos to Dave Corbin, The
Leader’s sports editor, for his WHS
Swim Team action shots in last week’s
paper. I know how hard it is to get
good swimming action shots, and
Dave’s photos are outstanding – per-

fectly timed and composed. They cap-
ture the drama and excitement of
WHS’s fabulous swim teams. Thanks
Dave!

Tola Murphy-Baran
Westfield

The members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Tiny Tim Fund Board would
like to thank all those who partici-
pated in the annual Carol Night event
on December 6, 2017 and made it a
successful fundraiser for the organi-
zation. In addition to the residents
who shared holiday spirit and solic-
ited donations, checks in the amount
of one thousand dollars each were
received from the Fanwood Business
and Professional Association and the
Rotary Club. With gratitude and ap-
preciation to all, the Tiny Tim Fund
will be able to carry on its mission of
assisting local families. Special thanks
are extended to Mr. Tom Britt, pro-
prietor of the Stage House Inn and
Tavern on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains, who graciously invited us to
use his restaurant as the collection
site for the donation canisters and a
place for carolers to enjoy refresh-

ments.
The Tiny Tim Fund is a non-profit

organization that provides financial
assistance to children of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood in need of medical or
dental services, psychological test-
ing, prescriptions or medical supplies
and equipment. The organization was
established in 1983 and is run by a
volunteer Board of Trustees com-
prised of residents of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood with diverse back-
grounds in fields such as education,
medicine, religion, social work and
business.

Donations and/ or referrals for as-
sistance can be made in writing to:
The Tiny Tim Fund, Inc., PO Box
181, Fanwood, NJ 07023.

The Tiny Tim Board of Trustees
Bernadette Hoyer

Fanwood

Highlighting School Boards In
This Month of Reorganization

Much attention has once again been focused this
week on the reorganization meetings that accom-
pany the start of each new year, as newly-elected or
reelected officials take their oaths of office. While
governing bodies on the municipal, county and state
levels garner the lion’s share of public attention,
outside of a Presidential race, it is important to
remember that local school board elections are held
in November as well. With the dawn of a new year,
these boards also are now conducting their reorgani-
zation meetings, including the swearing in of those
who, with their colleagues, will play pivotal roles in
public education in the years ahead.

The boards of education of both Westfield and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood will hold their reorganiza-
tion meetings this evening, Thursday, January 4. In
Westfield, newcomers Kent Diamond and Lynn
Benner are scheduled to be sworn in, along with
returning board member and Vice-President Marga-
ret “Peggy” Oster, who will begin her second term
on the board.

During its own reorganization meeting, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school board will welcome Amy
Boroff as she begins her inaugural term. Ms. Boroff
was elected to the open Fanwood seat on the board
as a write-in candidate in November. Evan Murray
and Cynthia Clancy, meanwhile, were reelected to
their seats representing Scotch Plains on the board.

In Mountainside, Dante Gioia and Dana
Guidicipietro, reelected in November, began new
terms with Tuesday’s school board reorganization.

On Wednesday, newly-elected Albert Del Conte
took his seat on the Garwood Board of Education,
joining reelected members Linda Koenig and Chris-
tine Guerriero.

Finally, the Cranford Board of Education will
conduct its reorganization meeting Monday, Janu-
ary 8, marking the start of new terms for incumbents
Lisa Carbone, Kurt Petschow, Jr. and Kristen Mallon,
along with Daniel Demarco, who ran unopposed for
a one-year term.

Whether in government or school board service,
holding elective office involves extensive time com-
mitments, grappling with thorny or complex issues,
and the hammering out of major policy and fiscal
decisions. A particular challenge is the crafting of
annual budgets with the dual goals of maintaining
essential services while minimizing the impact on
local property taxes. Governing body and school
board members can find themselves juggling the
demands of home life, career and the position to
which they were elected. We thank our new and
returning representatives, in their respective capaci-
ties, for accepting these responsibilities and wish
them success during their tenures of working on our
behalf.

Newly Elected Officials Face
Numerous Challenges In 2018

This week saw a new mayor sworn into office here
in Westfield as well as new council members in
Westfield, Cranford, Fanwood and Garwood. A new
sheriff and one new freeholder will take office on
Sunday, January 7, at Union County’s reorganiza-
tion meeting.

Mayor Shelley Brindle is the first woman to serve
in Westfield’s history and the first Democrat to serve
as mayor since Tom Jardim left office at the end of
2000. She is joined by new council members Linda
Habgood, Mike Dardia, David Contract and Dawn
Mackey.

Fanwood saw Anthony Carter join the borough
governing body, replacing Kevin Boris, who opted
not to seek a third term on the council. Meanwhile,
Garwood welcomed new Councilman Richard
McCormack.

The county will welcome new Sheriff Peter
Corvelli and Freeholder Angela Garretson on Janu-
ary 7. This marks the second change in sheriffs in the
past three years following the 37-year tenure of the
late Ralph Froehlich, who died of cancer in 2014.

As town governments begin 2018, the issue of
high-density housing from affordable-housing man-
dates remains one of the biggest challenges. The
issue seems to be hitting Cranford and Garwood
especially hard with the proposed Birchwood Av-
enue and Hartz Mountain developments in Cranford
and the South Avenue developments planned for the
Casale/Petro site in Garwood.

New Jersey will swear in a new governor on
Tuesday, January 16, when Phil Murphy takes over.
A lot of issues face the incoming administration
including school funding. Also, will state lawmak-
ers and Governor Murphy reinstate the 2-percent
cap on interest arbitration awards which expired on
December 31? The cap comes into play when union
leaders and municipalities cannot agree on new
contract terms. The cap passed in 2010 and was
extended in 2014.

As the county begins its new year we ask that
officials reach out to municipalities regarding the
surge in deer sightings in residential areas. The
annual county deer-management plan begins Mon-
day, January 8, in county parks, including Nomahegan
and Lenape, and will continue on Mondays through
February 5 (see story on page 2). While this year’s
program is already set, we believe the freeholders
need to expand the program as deer are wandering
into major thoroughfares, causing potentially seri-
ous traffic accidents.

In terms of school funding, we believe school
budgets are putting a strain on town councils, which
are trying to keep spending in check given rising
property taxes even in the era of 2-percent caps
imposed by Governor Chris Christie and the State
Legislature.

We wish all those newly-elected and reelected
officials the best of luck in facing the challenges
ahead.

2018: The
New Year

Has Begun

Our 46th
Annual Edition of

is coming in May...
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This Is
Westfield

The New Tax Law
Nation - nj.com: The new law specifi-

cally bars taking deductions for income
taxes paid ahead of time, but it is silent on
prepaid local property taxes.

Fanwood Tax Payments
Fanwood Borough - Policy for Pre-

payment of Taxes for 2018; In response
to the recent federal tax reform, the Bor-
ough has issued a policy for prepayments
of taxes in 2018. The Tax Office will be
accepting payments for the first two quar-
ters that have been billed for February
2018 and May 2018. If residents wish to
prepay these two quarters before the end
of the year, they can either visit the Bor-
ough website and pay online up to 12
midnight of December 31, 2017 or pay in
person at the tax office in Borough Hall.
Hours have been extended and the tax
office will be open on Saturday, Decem-
ber 30 from 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. to accept
payments as courtesy to our residents
who wish to prepay before the end of the
year. Payment must be made by the tax-
payer to the municipality only. If you are
paying into a tax escrow being held by a
bank or mortgage company, you should
work this out with them directly to pre-
vent double payments. It also recom-
mended that residents consult with their
tax accountant or CPA and determine if
prepayment would be beneficial, for it
may not necessarily benefit everyone.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the
Council




