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Westfield Mayor Brindle
while Rabbi Douglas Sagal of
Temple Emanu-El in Westfield de-
livered the invocation and benedic-
tion at Tuesday evening’s reorgani-
zation meeting. Both spiritual lead-
ers offered blessings upon the new
office holders and the town.

Reverend Boyea called on the new
officials to serve, “with the dignity
and the decency with which you ran.”

“Whether you are a Democrat or
a Republican…we have trust and
faith in you. You are the right people
at the right time,” Rabbi Sagal said.
He ended his invocation with the
blessing, “May G-d bless the work
of your hands.”

Former Mayor Andy Skibitsky
was recognized by both spiritual
leaders and Mayor Brindle, who
thanked her predecessor for his lead-
ership of the town and the kindness
he showed her after the election,
“including the note he left for me in
the desk that I found this (Tuesday)
morning.”

Mayor Brindle said that the four
Republican council members, “have
all been so gracious and kind to us
since we’ve been elected.”

Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan spoke “on behalf of
the other side of the aisle,” welcom-
ing the new mayor and council mem-
bers. “We are excited to work with
you,” she stated.

During the business portion of
Tuesday night’s meeting, former
Mayor Tom Jardim was appointed
as town attorney for a term not to
exceed 60 days. He is a partner at
the Jardim, Meisner and Susser firm
in Florham Park.

Town Administrator James Gildea
and Town Engineer Kris McAloon
were reappointed until December
31, 2020. Scott Olsen, the town’s
CFO, was appointed as tax collec-
tor until December 31, 2021.

A new “Green Team” was cre-
ated, being led by Medea Villere
and Tim Van Epp.

Gary Fox has been named chair-
man of the recreation commission
and will be joined by Brad
Rothenberg, Ruth Maloney and
Monica Bergin.

Michael LaPlace and Anastasia
Harrison were appointed to the plan-
ning board, along with Alternate
member Ann Freedman.

Eldy Pavon, Carla Bonacci and
Frank Fusaro were all appointed to
the board of adjustment.

In a departure from the previous
administration, Mayor Brindle will
fill the mayor’s designee spots on
both the planning board and the
Special Improvement District
board.

Coucilwoman Habgood will chair
the Finance Policy Committee with
Councilwoman Neylan as vice-chair
and committee members Council-
man Contract and Fourth Ward
Councilman Stokes.

The Public Safety Transportation
and Parking Committee will be
chaired by Councilman Dardia with
First Ward Frank Arena as vice-
chair and committee members Mark
LoGrippo and Councilwoman
Mackey.

Councilwoman Mackey will chair
the Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee with Third Ward
Councilman LoGrippo serving as
vice-chair. The committee members
are Councilwoman Habgood and
Councilwoman Neylan.

Councilman Contract will chair
the Public Works Committee with
Councilman Stokes as vice-chair
and Councilmen Arena and Dardia
as members.

The next meeting of the Westfield
Town Council will be on Tuesday,
January 16, at 7 p.m.

Lauren S. Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING AN ENTRANCE...First Ward Councilwoman Linda Habgood, Sec-
ond Ward Councilman Michael Dardia, Third Ward Councilman David Con-
tract, Fourth Ward Councilwoman Dawn Mackey and Mayor Shelley Brindle exit
town hall to a cheering crowd at the New Year’s Day swearing in ceremony.

Hannen Selected As
Cranford Mayor Again

Kristin McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIRST COMMENTS AS MAYOR...Mayor Shelley Brindle makes comments
following her swearing-in ceremony on New Year’s Day on the front lawn of the
municipal building as newly sworn-in council members, from left to right, Michael
Dardia (Ward 2), Linda Habgood (Ward 1), David Contract (Ward 3) and Dawn
Mackey (Ward 4) look on.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Thomas Hannen,
Jr. was selected to serve as mayor for a
second consecutive year during the
township committee’s reorganization
meeting Tuesday. Mr. Hannen also has
served as mayor in previous years.

Mayor Hannen chose to remind ev-
eryone attending the gathering of those
people who are homeless.

“It is a time of year that the weather
has come upon us and impacted a lot of
people in our community,” Mayor
Hannen said. He reflected on an inter-
faith service for homeless people who
have died in Union County that he had
attended recently. “Please, because we
are people of compassion, look out for
each other. There are those among us
who do not have a place to live this
evening. Some of them are staying at
the Presbyterian Church across the street
from us tonight. Remember them in
your prayers.”

He congratulated Kevin Mahoney
for his work on behalf of the homeless.
Mr. Mahoney is to be honored at a
Martin Luther King, Jr. presentation by
the Cranford Clergy Council Interfaith
Human Relations Committee on Thurs-
day, January 18, he said.

Commissioner Ann Dooley was se-
lected as deputy mayor, a post held by
Commissioner Patrick Giblin last year.
Mr. Giblin and newcomer Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve were sworn in as com-
missioners by Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, a Cranford resident. This
year marks the committee holding a 4-
to-1 Democratic majority.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor is to
serve as commissioner of finance, Mr.
Giblin as commissioner of public safety,
Ms. Dooley as commissioner of public
works/engineering, and Mr.
Maisonneuve as commissioner of pub-
lic affairs.

Patricia Donahue was appointed as
the new township clerk, a position left
open after Tara Rowley resigned as
clerk to become clerk in Westfield.

Mr. Maisonneuve also will serve as
commissioner liaison to the Downtown
Management Corporation (DMC),
where he served on the board prior to
being elected commissioner. Anthony
Durante was named DMC chairman.
Chris Ashrafi and Kristin Mider were
appointed as resident members; Mar-
garet Sacco and Steve Needle were
appointed as owner members.

Commissioner O’Connor thanked
former commissioner Andis Kalnins
for serving six years on the committee.
She also noted some “community build-
ing” committees — Centennial Vil-
lage, Municipal Alliance, Community
Connection — that “celebrate family,
friendship and neighborhood,” she said.

“The greatest challenge facing Cran-
ford is meeting its affordable-housing
obligation without losing the character

that drew us to our town. People leave
urban centers and come to Cranford for
a reason — to get away from the density
and the pace of city life. Our approach
to development has to bear that in mind.
Using redevelopment, we can create
affordable-housing opportunities...it
needs to be a top priority for the town-
ship committee,” Ms. O’Connor said.

“Serving the residents of Cranford is
the best job I have ever had,” Ms.
O’Connor said in her closing remarks.

Commissioner Giblin highlighted the
downtown and the 27 years of service
Kathleen Prunty, who is retiring, gave
as DMC director. “Our downtown is a
highlight as to why people move here,
stay here and come here from other
towns,” Mr. Giblin said.

He noted the Teen Advisory Board is
being reignited.

“Trying to meet our affordable-hous-
ing obligations with the infrastructure
and space we have...it is something
Cranford needs to address, and the prob-
lem needs to be addressed in Trenton,”
Mr. Giblin said.

About $7.5 million in tax dollars was
paid in advance by township residents
before the end of the year, Mr. Giblin
said, in hopes of saving some tax dol-
lars due to the State and Local Tax
(SALT) deduction being capped at
$10,000 for federal tax returns. “The
State of New Jersey is in a property-tax
crisis,” he said. Mr. Giblin suggested
the township committee do its part to
address the issue at the county and state
levels.

Deputy Mayor Dooley said the town-
ship has seen “profound costs savings”
in the five months since Cranford hired
a full-time engineer, replacing the con-
sultant engineer it had hired. She also
talked about flood-control efforts. Gates
have been purchased for dams in the
Rahway River, while desilting is to take
place, “for the first time in a number of
years,” she said. Phase 2B of the Flood
Mitigation project is to begin in 2018,
and the committee, she said, is “poised
to move that ball” towards making im-
provements to Orchard Brook.

Mayoral appointments to the plan-
ning board are Christopher Chapman,
Andrew Cossa, Bobbi Anderson and
Julie Didzbalis. Mayor Hannen and
Deputy Mayor Dooley will serve on the
planning board as official township rep-
resentatives.

Mary Ann Hay, Christine Daly and
David Salomon were appointed to the
zoning board of adjustment.

The establishment of a Green Team
was authorized as well as the members
who will serve.

A resolution was passed that would
authorize a cash incentive to employ-
ees wishing to waive health benefits.

Pastor Thomas Rice of the Cranford
Alliance Church gave the invocation,
followed by the flag salute led by the
police and fire honorary color guard.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THEY’RE HONOR...Cranford Municipal Court Judge Mark Cassidy is sworn in
by his wife, Union County Superior Court Assignment Judge Karen Cassidy.

Blumenstock Named
Council President

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Councilwoman
Jen Blumenstock was approved as
2018 council president at Tuesday
night’s reorganization meeting of
the governing body.

Moments after being sworn into
office, newly-elected Republican
Councilman Richard McCormack
nominated fellow Republican Ileen
Cuccaro for 2018 council president.
However, Ms. Cuccaro did not re-
ceive the majority vote over Ms.
Blumenstock.

This year the borough council is
split between three Democrats and
three Republicans. In situations
where voting is deadlocked, Mayor
Charles Lombardo will cast the de-
ciding vote.

“One big thing people forgot. How
to compromise. Give a little and
take a little. Lacking in the world
today, not only this country,” said
Garwood resident for over 90 years
Angelo N. Alimonti, in providing
open commentary to the mayor and
council.

The three Republicans are Mr.
McCormack, Joseph Sarno and Ms.
Cuccaro. The three Democrats are
Sara Todisco, Marc Lazarow, and
Ms. Blumenstock.

Mr. Sarno was approved as the
2018 planning board liaison.

All three Republicans voted no
on renewing Borough Attorney Rob-
ert F. Renaud’s contract for serving
as the borough’s municipal attorney
and as the municipal tax appeal at-
torney, both annual contracts. Mr.
Renaud was supported by all three
Democrats and Mayor Lombardo,
thus garnering an approval for both
positions.

Mr. Sarno was the only no vote on
approved municipal public defender
Michael S. Simitz. The council
unanimously approved borough mu-
nicipal labor attorney Matthew J.
Giaccobbe. Council unanimously
approved 2018 borough prosecutor
Steven H. Merman.

Mayor Lombardo made the fol-
lowing appointments with no con-
firmation necessary. Any leadership
changes made were not given ex-
planation nor necessarily based on
past performance.

Mr. Sarno will serve as finance
committee chairman, replacing Ms.
Todisco. At several 2017 council
meetings, Mayor Lombardo lauded
Ms. Todisco’s performance as fi-
nance committee chairwoman.

Mr. Sarno expressed at several
2017 council meetings concerns
with financial decisions being made
regarding the capital expenditure
decisions process. Mr. Sarno stated
emphasis must be placed on provid-
ing all council members ample time
to review financial decisions.

Ms. Todisco will serve as public
health, police, and safety commit-
tee chairwoman. Mr. McCormack
will serve as fire committee chair-
man, replacing Mr. Sarno.

Planning board appointments in-
clude former councilman Louis
Petruzzelli, Councilman Sarno, Wil-
liam Nierstedt, Mayor Lombardo,
Steven Napolitano and Denise
Ridente.

“I’d like to point out more times
than not this council has voted to-
gether,” Ms. Todisco said.

Ms. Todisco said she is focused
on debating issues the borough
faces, “voting on them and moving
on towards the next order of busi-
ness.”

At the start of the meeting, Mr.
McCormack and Ms. Todisco were
sworn in to serve as borough coun-
cil members after both prevailed in
the November 2017 election.

Mr. McCormack said he wanted
to “thank all those residents who
stood behind me and gave me cour-
age to do something I had a burning
desire to do for quite a while now.”

Mr. McCormack emphasized
thankfulness for family member sup-
port and his running mate, Michael
Collings. Mr. McCormack had his
grandchildren hold the Bible as he
was sworn in.

Ms. Todisco said her grandfather
and longtime community leader
Frank Todisco was a huge inspira-
tion for her calling to serve the
community.

“As a lifelong resident and vol-
unteer for many organizations, I love
this town deeply,” said Ms. Todisco
in her public address.

Ms. Todisco’s grandfather’s long-
time childhood friends, Garwood
resident for over 80 years Pat
DiFabio and Mr. Alimonti, held the
Bible for Ms. Todisco as she was
sworn in.

Mayor Lombardo acknowledged
achievements in his mayor’s address
such as the parking committee con-
centrating on completing the park-
ing permit program while respect-
ing business owner input.

“The Green Team organized the
beginnings of beautification of our
downtown area with cleanup and
seasonal plantings,” said Mayor
Lombardo of the 2017 program and
its positive community impact.

Mayor Lombardo said he and the
council are reviewing all borough
roadways, with certain roads being
prioritized for repairs with “(New
Jersey) Department of Transporta-
tion and (Union) county funds.”

“We also welcomed eight new
businesses to our town in 2017,”
Mayor Lombardo said.

Ms. Blumenstock addressed the
public, stating that community
volunteerism, adhering to a capital
plan by making long-term investments
into the borough, and maximizing
county grant opportunities is where
the council should focus in 2018.

ment in infrastructure, $1.5 million in
grant money received, some $800,000
received for new sidewalks, lighting,
benches and other improvements to a
portion of the South Avenue corridor,
downtown improvements with the as-
sistance of Elizabeth Jeffery, and about
a half-million dollars in Open Space
grants for Forest Road Park and the
Nature Center. Ms. Mahr noted how the
borough’s downtown was recognized
at a two-day economic forum, calling
the downtown her “hallmark” achieve-
ment during her tenure.

The tax collector’s office worked over-
time getting in people’s prepayment of
taxes for the first two quarters of 2018, a
move that was ordered by Governor
Chris Christie so taxpayers could avoid
the hike in taxes that took effect January
1, 2018, Mayor Mahr said. “We col-
lected millions of dollars,” she stated.

Mayor Mahr also took note of the
needed renovations to the Fanwood
Memorial Library.

“As we say goodbye to the people we
have lost and seen such tragedy across
the United States...and catastrophic
changes in Puerto Rico...it is always
good to know you can come home, and
always good to know you have a caring
community that is here,” Mayor Mahr
said.

Looking ahead, Mayor Mahr said
2018 “will be a positive, upbeat expe-
rience for all of us.”

The invocation and benediction were
given by Evangelist Deborah Daniel of
Praise Temple Interdenominational
Church of God in Linden.

The council also approved resolu-
tions appointing various professionals,
commissions and boards. T&M Asso-
ciates was approved for a three-year
contract to continue serving as the
borough’s consulting engineer. New
professionals included naming Shain
Schaffer as the tax appeal attorney,
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Fanwood Re-Org
Settembrino Architects was selected
for architectural services, and Wilentz,
Goldman & Spitzer, P.A. was selected
as bond counsel.

Former councilman Kevin Boris was
named to the planning board as an
environmental liaison.

Councilman Carter will serve as chair-
man of the Public Safety Committee
and as a liaison to the police depart-
ment. Councilman Molenaar will serve
as chairman of the Public Works Com-
mittee; Councilman Huegel will serve
as chairman of the Land Use and His-
toric Preservation Committee; Coun-
cilwoman Erin McElroy-Barker will
serve as chairwoman of the Recreation
and Community Services Committee,
and Councilwoman Mitchell will serve
as chairwoman of the Health and Se-
nior Services Committee.

The council hosted a luncheon at the
Carriage House following the meeting.

The next regular council meeting
will be held Tuesday, January 16.
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