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Carter, Huegel Sworn In; Mahr
Says ’18 to Be ‘Positive, Upbeat’
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Newcomer Anthony
Carter and incumbent Russell Huegel,
starting his fourth term on the borough
council, were sworn in as councilmen
Monday at the governing body’s reor-
ganization meeting.

“They both were raised by very strong
women,” Mayor Colleen Mahr said.
“They have this sense of giving back to
the community.”

Patricia Plante of the Fanwood
Democratic Committee then presented
the councilmen with a gift. “I look
forward to Anthony’s and Russell’s
contribution to the borough council,”
Ms. Plante said.

Mr. Huegel thanked the borough
volunteers and employees. “I want to
also thank the people of Fanwood to

allow me the honor and privilege to
continue to serve the town,” he said.

“Thank you to God for bringing us all
here together today,” Mr. Carter began
in his speech, followed by thanking his
friends, family and Mayor Mahr, among
others. Councilman Carter reminisced
about his first experience in Fanwood,
where he volunteered at the Fanwood
Recycling Center, prompted by the au-
thorities after he “got into some trouble,”
Mr. Carter said. He recalled working at
the recycling center under the wings of
the late Alan Ebersole, who established
the recycling center. “We were just one
family,” Mr. Carter said of the people
he worked with at the recycling center.

Mr. Carter called Fanwood “Our
Town...But the fact remains our town
and all of our households...is 5.3 per-
cent African-American. What does it

mean, we just love everybody,” he said.
Each of the council people also made

their own supportive comments of
Councilmen Carter and Huegel.

Jack Molenaar was named council
president for 2018. Councilman Tom
Kranz is to take over as chairman of the
finance committee, formerly chaired
by Councilman Huegel.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell,
the longest-serving council person in
the borough, was appointed to be the
representative to the Union County
Revenue Sharing Committee. Mr.
Molenaar was re-appointed to a one-
year term on the planning board.

Members of the Fanwood Rescue
Squad also were appointed. Edward
Winser was named president. Captain
Patty Buckridee presented Shreya
Kachroo with her badge naming her an
official member of the squad.

Mayor Mahr made a special mention
of Bob Kruthers’ 60 years of service to
the squad.

Near the close of the meeting, Mayor
Mahr gave her remarks reflecting on
2017.

“Fanwood is defined by its residents
and its people who step up and ensure
the community is the best it can be,”
Mayor Mahr said.

The Fanwood Police Department,
she said, “took the lead” in conversa-
tions about the opioid epidemic and
prompted the borough to hold commu-
nity educational sessions about opioid
abuse, including the Drug Enforcement
Agency’s (DEA) Hidden in Plain Sight
presentation. “We will be doing this
again,” Mayor Mahr said. “We can’t
afford to lose one resident, one child.”

“I’m in my fourth term, and I am
fortunate to be one of the longest-serv-
ing women mayors in the state of New
Jersey, and I sit up here with a group of
people who have the professionalism
to carry out an agenda for the greater
good,” Mayor Mahr said.

In 2017, the borough has seen invest-
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BEGINNING NEW TERM...Councilman Councilman Russell Huegel is sworn in by Mayor Colleen Mahr Monday with his
family by side. This marks the beginning of his fourth term.
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COUNCILMAN CARTER...Anthony Carter is sworn in as Fanwood councilman
at Monday’s reorganization meeting by Mayor Colleen Mahr. Pictured, from left
to right, are his children Toni, Brett, Jayson, Benjamin, and Aidan (front).
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DEMOCRACY IN PROGRESS...A large crowd looks on during Monday’s
reorganization meeting of the Fanwood council at Borough Hall.
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FANWOOD’S RESCUE SQUAD...Members of the Fanwood Rescue Squad were
given the oath of office by Mayor Colleen Mahr at Monday’s reorganization
meeting.

Mountainside Conducts
122nd Reorg. Meeting

Westfield’s First Female
Mayor Brindle Sworn In

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Over 500 people
braved the frigid weather on New
Year’s Day to witness history as
United States Court of Appeals
Judge Joseph A. Greenaway, Jr.
swore in Westfield’s first female
mayor, Shelley Brindle. The fol-
lowing evening Mayor Brindle pre-
sided over her first governing body
meeting, and the first meeting in
Westfield’s history where Demo-
crats hold a majority on the town
council.

Along with the new mayor, coun-
cil members Linda Habgood (Ward
1), Michael Dardia (Ward 2), David
Contract (Ward 3) and Dawn
Mackey (Ward 4) also were sworn
into office by Judge Greenaway.

Mayor Brindle credited her
mother’s strength and resiliency as
a guiding force in her life. She told
the crowd that when her father was
killed in Vietnam, her mother, Mary
Ann, moved her and her two sisters
to Virginia and started a new life as
a working single mother.

Mayor Brindle laid out her pri-
orities for the town, saying, “First,
instill a culture that inspires our
residents to get involved, begin-

ning right here. Town Hall should
buzz with energy, enthusiasm and
new ideas, a place that serves as the
heartbeat of our community.

“Secondly, improve communica-
tion with residents, streamline our
bureaucracy, and remove barriers
to attracting businesses. Together,
we will embrace a spirit of service,
accountability, and innovation, es-
pecially in developing a new master
plan for Westfield that will look to
our town’s treasured past to inspire
a new future.

“And third, broaden our commu-
nity engagement by designating vol-
unteers to reach out to all members
of this community. Many of us have
stayed on the sidelines, either be-
cause we haven’t been asked or as-
sumed we weren’t needed, leaving
the hard work to a select few. The
result is a community that has yet to
reach its fullest potential because
we have not engaged everyone. We
need every voice at the table to
realize a vision where there is room
for all.”

The Reverend Mark Boyea, se-
nior minister of the First Congrega-
tional Church of Westfield, deliv-
ered the invocation on Monday,
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Mayor Smith Says Housing
Litigation Has Been Finalized

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Alexander Smith said on Tuesday
that the township has finally reached
a settlement of its affordable-housing
obligations with developers, although
he expressed disappointment with the
final numbers, which he said he hopes
to share later this month.

At the township council’s reorga-
nization meeting, the mayor an-
nounced the settlement as part of his

new year address, saying he did not
agree with “the settlement figure be-
ing imposed on Scotch Plains,” and
adding that he thought the housing
numbers should have been lower. The
mayor paraphrased Clark Mayor Sal
Bonaccorso, who said of his own
town’s affordable-housing settlement:
“I had a knife to my throat and a gun
to my head.”

Over much of the past year, the
mayor and other township officials
have estimated that a settlement will
result in about 3,000 new housing
units — with about 450 of them
deemed “affordable” — being built
in Scotch Plains during the next eight
years, with slightly less than half to be
located in and around the downtown
business district.

In his new year remarks, the mayor
also touted some of the highlights and
accomplishments of last year, includ-
ing an upgrade in the township’s bond
rating, progress on the renovations to
the Shady Rest clubhouse at Scotch
Hills Country Club and the Frazee
House, upgraded communications
with residents, investments in public
safety, the more than $200,000 in

grants received and the progress in
downtown redevelopment.

On the last point, the mayor said
“2018 will be an exciting year” for
downtown redevelopment efforts,
stating that by mid-year, he hoped
decisions will be made regarding the
properties now occupied by the li-
brary and the municipal parking lot
on Park Avenue, both of which have
been the prime focus of the down-
town redevelopment committee.

In other business, the council voted
to reappoint Llewellyn Jones as
deputy mayor for 2018. The law firm
of DiFrancesco, Bateman, Kunzman,
Davis, Lehrer and Flaum was reap-
pointed as township attorney; the firm
of Suplee Clooney was reappointed
as township auditor, and Mott
MacDonald was named as township
engineer.

Several new members were ap-
pointed to land use boards, including
Sonali Davli to the planning board
and Richard Polhamus to the zoning
board of adjustment.

The council’s first business meet-
ing of the new year will be on Tues-
day, January 16.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — A stand-
ing-room-only crowd of residents,
police, fire and emergency service
personnel, their family members and
friends packed Borough Hall Tues-
day night for the borough’s annual
reorganization meeting. Due to a
death in his family, Mayor Paul
Mirabelli was unable to attend the
meeting, and will deliver his annual
message to the borough at the next
meeting of the governing body,
which will be held on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 16, at 7:30 p.m. Councilman
Keith C. Turner presided over the
meeting in the mayor’s absence.

Police Chief Allan Attanasio be-
gan the meeting by publicly recog-
nizing and bestowing awards on sev-
eral officers, including Patrolman
James Debbie III, Patrolman An-
drew Yasinski, Patrolman James
Urban and Sergeant Michael Jack-
son, for their distinguished service
in 2017. The award recipients in-
cluded officers who successfully
administered CPR to the victim of a
car accident, captured a homicide
suspect, apprehended a thief, and
assisted in the recovery of six stolen
vehicles just prior to their intended
shipment overseas. In addition,
Lieutenant Joseph Giannuzzi re-
ceived a 25-year service award.

Municipal Judge Frank Sahaj ad-
ministered the oath of office to the
recently reelected Councilman
Keith Turner and Councilwoman
Deanna Andre. Judge Sahaj also
swore in eight members of the fire
department and six members of the
Mountainside Rescue Squad.

Council members unanimously
voted to appoint various residents

to the Board of Health, Shade Tree
Commission, Municipal Alliance
Committee, Board of Trustees of
the Mountainside Public Library,
Mountainside Historical Preserva-
tion and Restoration Committee and
the Local Ethics Board. They also
appointed school crossing guards,
construction officials, public works
employees and staff for the recre-
ation department.

Councilwoman Andre issued
commendations to Annemarie Pires
and Laura Rubino for their service
to the rescue squad. Councilman
Robert W. Messler recognized John
Post, who has been the borough’s
attorney for 45 years.

Councilman Turner was elected
council president, and Councilmen
Turner, Glenn Mortimer and Rene
Dierkes were appointed to the fire
committee. Councilwomen Andre
and Wendy Fech Caccamo and
Councilman Mortimer were ap-
pointed to the media and informa-
tion committee. James Foerst will
continue to serve as borough pros-
ecutor and JoAnn Neylan will serve
as the community’s public defender.
The court administrator for the new
year will continue to be Cynthia
West.

During the public portion of the
meeting a resident thanked all coun-
cil members and police and fire
department staff and stated it was a
pleasure to live in Mountainside.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) also attended the
meeting and wished all those present
a safe and prosperous 2018.

The council will continue to hold
all its meetings on the first and third
Tuesdays of the month, at 7:30 p.m.,
at Borough Hall.
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