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Extraordinary Professionals. 

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
MADAM MAYOR...Westfield’s first woman mayor, Shelley Brindle, takes the oath of office from United States Circuit
Court of Appeals Judge Joseph A. Greenaway, Jr.  at Monday’s swearing-in ceremony on the front lawn of the municipal
building.  Her mother, Mary Ann Wright, is pictured holding the Bible, and Mayor Brindle’s husband, Kip, is beside her.

Kristin McAliney for The Westfield Leader
FIRST COMMENTS AS MAYOR...Mayor Shelley Brindle makes comments
following her swearing-in ceremony on New Year’s Day on the front lawn of the
municipal building as newly sworn-in council members, from left to right, Michael
Dardia (Ward 2), Linda Habgood (Ward 1), David Contract (Ward 3) and Dawn
Mackey (Ward 4) look on.

Westfield’s First Female Mayor,
Shelley Brindle, Sworn Into Office

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Over 500 people
braved the frigid weather on New
Year’s Day to witness history as
United States Court of Appeals
Judge Joseph A. Greenaway, Jr.
swore in Westfield’s first female
mayor, Shelley Brindle. The fol-
lowing evening Mayor Brindle pre-
sided over her first governing body
meeting, and the first meeting in
Westfield’s history where Demo-
crats hold a majority on the town
council.

Along with the new mayor, coun-
cil members Linda Habgood (Ward
1), Michael Dardia (Ward 2), David
Contract (Ward 3) and Dawn
Mackey (Ward 4) also were sworn
into office by Judge Greenaway.

Mayor Brindle credited her
mother’s strength and resiliency as
a guiding force in her life. She told
the crowd that when her father was
killed in Vietnam, her mother, Mary
Ann, moved her and her two sisters
to Virginia and started a new life as
a working single mother.

Mayor Brindle laid out her pri-

orities for the town, saying, “First,
instill a culture that inspires our
residents to get involved, begin-
ning right here. Town Hall should
buzz with energy, enthusiasm and
new ideas, a place that serves as the
heartbeat of our community.

“Secondly, improve communica-
tion with residents, streamline our
bureaucracy, and remove barriers
to attracting businesses. Together,
we will embrace a spirit of service,
accountability, and innovation, es-
pecially in developing a new master
plan for Westfield that will look to
our town’s treasured past to inspire
a new future.

“And third, broaden our commu-
nity engagement by designating vol-
unteers to reach out to all members
of this community. Many of us have
stayed on the sidelines, either be-
cause we haven’t been asked or as-
sumed we weren’t needed, leaving
the hard work to a select few. The
result is a community that has yet to
reach its fullest potential because
we have not engaged everyone. We
need every voice at the table to
realize a vision where there is room
for all.”

The Reverend Mark Boyea, se-
nior minister of the First Congrega-
tional Church of Westfield, deliv-
ered the invocation on Monday,
while Rabbi Douglas Sagal of
Temple Emanu-El in Westfield de-
livered the invocation and benedic-
tion at Tuesday evening’s reorgani-
zation meeting. Both spiritual lead-
ers offered blessings upon the new
office holders and the town.

Reverend Boyea called on the new
officials to serve, “with the dignity
and the decency with which you
ran.”

“Whether you are a Democrat or
a Republican…we have trust and
faith in you. You are the right people

Hannen Selected As
Cranford Mayor Again

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Thomas Hannen,
Jr. was selected to serve as mayor for
a second consecutive year during the
township committee’s reorganization
meeting Tuesday. Mr. Hannen also
has served as mayor in previous years.

Mayor Hannen chose to remind
everyone attending the gathering of

those people who are homeless.
“It is a time of year that the weather

has come upon us and impacted a lot
of people in our community,” Mayor
Hannen said. He reflected on an in-
terfaith service for homeless people
who have died in Union County that
he had attended recently. “Please,
because we are people of compas-
sion, look out for each other. There
are those among us who do not have
a place to live this evening. Some of
them are staying at the Presbyterian
Church across the street from us to-
night. Remember them in your
prayers.”

He congratulated Kevin Mahoney
for his work on behalf of the home-
less. Mr. Mahoney is to be honored at
a Martin Luther King, Jr. presenta-
tion by the Cranford Clergy’s Inter-
faith Committee on Thursday, Janu-
ary 18, he said.

Commissioner Ann Dooley was
selected as deputy mayor, a post held
by Commissioner Patrick Giblin last
year. Mr. Giblin and newcomer Jean-
Albert Maisonneuve were sworn in
as commissioners by Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski, a Cranford resident.

This year marks the committee hold-
ing a 4-to-1 Democratic majority.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor is
to serve as commissioner of finance,
Mr. Giblin as commissioner of public
safety, Ms. Dooley as commissioner
of public works/engineering, and Mr.
Maisonneuve as commissioner of
public affairs.

Patricia Donahue was appointed as
the new township clerk, a position
left open after Tara Rowley resigned
as clerk to become clerk in Westfield.

Mr. Maisonneuve also will serve as
commissioner liaison to the Down-
town Management Corporation
(DMC), where he served on the board
prior to being elected commissioner.
Anthony Durante was named DMC
chairman. Chris Ashrafi and Kristin
Mider were appointed as resident
members; Margaret Sacco and Steve
Needle were appointed as owner
members.

Commissioner O’Connor thanked
former commissioner Andis Kalnins
for serving six years on the commit-
tee. She also noted some “community
building” committees — Centennial

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
 WELCOME ABOARD...Jean-Albert Maisonneuve, right, is sworn in as Cran-
ford Commissioner by Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, a Cranford resident.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
 THEY’RE HONOR...Cranford Municipal Court Judge Mark Cassidy is sworn
in by his wife, Union County Superior Court Presiding Judge Karen Cassidy.

Mountainside Conducts
122nd Reorg. Meeting
By KATE BROWNE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — A standing-
room-only crowd of residents, po-
lice, fire and emergency service per-
sonnel, their family members and
friends packed Borough Hall Tues-
day night for the borough’s annual
reorganization meeting. Due to a death
in his family, Mayor Paul Mirabelli
was unable to attend the meeting, and
will deliver his annual message to the
borough at the next meeting of the
governing body, which will be held
on Tuesday, January 16, at 7:30 p.m.
Councilman Keith C. Turner presided
over the meeting in the mayor’s ab-
sence.

Police Chief Allan Attanasio began
the meeting by publicly recognizing
and bestowing awards on several of-
ficers, including Patrolman James
Debbie III, Patrolman Andrew
Yasinski, Patrolman James Urban and
Sergeant Michael Jackson, for their
distinguished service in 2017. The
award recipients included officers
who successfully administered CPR

to the victim of a car accident, cap-
tured a homicide suspect, appre-
hended a thief, and assisted in the
recovery of six stolen vehicles just
prior to their intended shipment over-
seas. In addition, Lieutenant Joseph
Giannuzzi received a 25-year service
award.

Municipal Judge Frank Sahaj ad-
ministered the oath of office to the
recently reelected Councilman Keith
Turner and Councilwoman Deanna
Andre. Judge Sahaj also swore in
eight members of the fire department
and six members of the Mountainside
Rescue Squad.

Council members unanimously
voted to appoint various residents to
the Board of Health, Shade Tree Com-
mission, Municipal Alliance Com-
mittee, Board of Trustees of the Moun-
tainside Public Library, Mountain-
side Historical Preservation and Res-
toration Committee and the Local
Ethics Board. They also appointed
school crossing guards, construction
officials, public works employees and
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Blumenstock Named
Council President

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Councilwoman
Jen Blumenstock was approved as
2018 council president at Tuesday
night’s reorganization meeting of the
governing body.

Moments after being sworn into
office, newly-elected Republican
Councilman Richard McCormack
nominated fellow Republican Ileen
Cuccaro for 2018 council president.
However, Ms. Cuccaro did not re-
ceive the majority vote over Ms.
Blumenstock.

This year the borough council is
split between three Democrats and
three Republicans. In situations
where voting is deadlocked, Mayor
Charles Lombardo will cast the de-
ciding vote.

“One big thing people forgot. How
to compromise. Give a little and take
a little. Lacking in the world today,
not only this country,” said Garwood
resident for over 90 years Angelo N.
Alimonti, in providing open com-
mentary to the mayor and council.

The three Republicans are Mr.
McCormack, Joseph Sarno and Ms.
Cuccaro. The three Democrats are
Sara Todisco, Marc Lazarow, and
Ms. Blumenstock.

Mr. Sarno was approved as the
2018 planning board liaison.

All three Republicans voted no on
renewing Borough Attorney Robert
F. Renaud’s contract for serving as
the borough’s municipal attorney and
as the municipal tax appeal attorney,
both annual contracts. Mr. Renaud
was supported by all three Demo-
crats and Mayor Lombardo, thus gar-
nering an approval for both posi-
tions.

Mr. Sarno was the only no vote on
approved municipal public defender

Michael S. Simitz. The council unani-
mously approved borough munici-
pal labor attorney Matthew J.
Giaccobbe. Council unanimously
approved 2018 borough prosecutor
Steven H. Merman.

Mayor Lombardo made the fol-
lowing appointments with no confir-
mation necessary. Any leadership
changes made were not given expla-
nation nor necessarily based on past
performance.

Mr. Sarno will serve as finance
committee chairman, replacing Ms.
Todisco. At several 2017 council
meetings, Mayor Lombardo lauded
Ms. Todisco’s performance as fi-
nance committee chairwoman.

Mr. Sarno expressed at several
2017 council meetings concerns with
financial decisions being made re-
garding the capital expenditure de-
cisions process. Mr. Sarno stated
emphasis must be placed on provid-
ing all council members ample time
to review financial decisions.

Ms. Todisco will serve as public
health, police, and safety committee
chairwoman. Mr. McCormack will
serve as fire committee chairman,
replacing Mr. Sarno.

Planning board appointments in-
clude former councilman Louis
Petruzzelli, Councilman Sarno, Wil-
liam Nierstedt, Mayor Lombardo,
Steven Napolitano and Denise
Ridente.

“I’d like to point out more times
than not this council has voted to-
gether,” Ms. Todisco said.

Ms. Todisco said she is focused on
debating issues the borough faces,
“voting on them and moving on to-
wards the next order of business.”

At the start of the meeting, Mr.
McCormack and Ms. Todisco were
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