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CRIMINALLY TALENTED...The cast of CDC’s Crimes of the Heart pictured,
from left to right, Danielle Mastropiero, Bebecca Dolan, Joe Leo, Maeve Brady,
Zach Mazouat and Katherine Brown pose for a photo.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford Dra-
matic Club’s latest production,
Beth Henley’s Crimes of the
Heart, is set in Hazelhurst, Miss.,
but its themes are relatable for
all time and place. “It’s a human
need to talk about our lives,” one
of the characters says in this
Pulitzer Prize-winning play. And
talk they do. The characters in
this play have much to teach us
about personal responsibility, re-
lationships and love.

Pulitzer Prize winners usually
give a glimpse of real life and are
written by American authors.
Crimes of the Heart is jam-packed
with strange, bizarre events, but
truly is a slice of life that centers
on relatable family dynamics.

It’s five years after hurricane
Camille and three sisters gather
at the older sister’s house. It’s a
reunion of sorts for those sib-
lings - Lenny Magrath (Maeve
Brady), Meg Magrath (Rebecca
Dolan) and Babe Botrelle
(Katharine Rose Brown), where

they swap stories, catch up, and
reveal festering heartaches and
grudges.

The youngest sister, 24-year-
old, Babe, is on the front pages of
the local papers for having shot
her lawyer husband in the stom-
ach. When asked why she did it,
she claims, “I just didn’t like his
looks.” She secures a lawyer,
Barnette (Zach Mazouat) who has
personal reasons as to why he
wants to clear her of the at-
tempted murder. But that’s only
the tip of the titanic iceberg that
unfolds in the two-act play.

It’s Lenny’s 30th birthday. The
lonely woman sings “Happy Birth-
day” to herself not once but twice
after blowing out a single candle
she has drip-waxed to a choco-
late chip cookie. She is the one in
the family who has been the
caretaker for their elderly
Granddaddy who now is in the
hospital.

Lenny has wired the middle
sister, Meg, to come home from
California because of the cata-
strophic events. Meg, a singer,

has been on the west coast sup-
posedly looking for her big break
into show biz. As it turns out,
she’s not as successful as the
local folk had predicted.

Meg’s backstory includes a love
interest with a local guy nick-
named “Doc” (Joe Leo) who left
his dream of a medical career
after she broke his heart. He’s
married now with two kids and
he’s on the scene to help her
learn a lesson about herself.

Gossipy next-door neighbor and
one-quarter relative Chick Boyle
(Danielle Mastropiero) casts a
judgmental eye toward the sis-
ters and is appalled at the dis-
grace that both their mother’s
actions and Babe’s behavior have

brought on the family.
Amid shouting matches and ar-

guments, all three sisters have
personal awakenings. Maybe real
families don’t clear the air in quite
the way the characters do in this
piece, but the thought-provok-
ing, entertaining, deeply fulfilling
show strikes a nerve of truth.

Marc Chandler’s cozy-looking
set, crammed with an authentic
stove, refrigerator and knick
knacks all are presented with
great attention to detail. Direc-
tor Maurice Moran, Jr. visually
paints beautiful portraits with his
actors. Nicely nuanced perfor-
mances by all the actors bring
the characters to life. A frantic

It Would be a Crime to Miss CDC’s Latest Production

Clemson University
Tells President's List
CLEMSON, S.C. – Emily Renee

Roman of Cranford has been
named to the President's List at
Clemson University for the Fall
2017 semester.

Ms. Roman is majoring in nurs-
ing.

To be named to the President's
List, a student must achieve a
4.0 (all As) grade-point average.

Trinity Bake Sale/Collection
Sunday to Benefit Seamen

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, will hold a
bake sale fundraiser for the
Seamen’s Church Institute (SCI)
this Sunday, February 25, fol-
lowing both the 8 a.m. and 10
a.m. services.

Trinity also is collecting trial-
size shampoo; two- to four-ounce
bottles of hand lotion; lip balm;
soft pack of facial tissue; packs of
chewing gum, and microwave
popcorn for SCI’s “Christmas at
Sea” program.

“Ninety percent of everything
consumed is brought over by
container ship,” said the Rever-
end Andy Kruger, Trinity’s Priest-
in-Charge. For additional infor-
mation, call (908) 276-4047.
Everyone is welcome.

The SCI, founded in 1834 and
affiliated with the Episcopal Church,
is the largest mariners’ support
agency in North America. It pro-
vides professional mariners with
specially-tailored education, free
legal advocacy for mariner welfare,

and pastoral care. It operates Sea-
farer Centers in Port Newark, the
Port of Oakland, Houston, Tex.,
and Paducah, Ky. Its chaplains visit
more than 2,400 vessels a year.
The Seafarer Centers provide mari-
ners and port workers with Internet
access and personal computers,
international calling and inexpen-
sive phone cards, recreational ac-
tivities, worship and pastoral care
regardless of their religious affilia-
tion, and free shuttles from termi-
nal gates to the center and local
stores. For more information about
SCI, visit seamenschurch.org/ or
call (973) 589-5828.

Trinity Episcopal Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family church that welcomes all
people and strives to “know Christ
and to make the Lord known
through faith, fellowship, and
service.” Sunday services, cel-
ebrated by Reverend Kruger, are
at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. For more
information about Trinity, call
(908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

pace of dialogue is set by the
sisters, especially. While sport-
ing just enough of a southern
drawl, they talk over each other
and cut each other off, exactly
the way we do in everyday life.

As with many families, the sis-
ters harbor grudges and recall
their family life in completely
different ways. But in the end,
aren’t our memories just that –
our personal recollections - and
not necessarily the factual truth?

Its final weekend plays on Feb-
ruary 22 through 24 at 8 p.m.
Tickets can be secured at the
door of the playhouse at 78
Winans Avenue in Cranford one-
half hour before curtain.

Co. Hist. Soc. to Hear
About 1870s Baseball
CRANFORD — The Union

County Historical Society will
meet on Sunday, March 4, at 2
p.m., at the Hanson House.
The Hanson House is located at
38  Springfield Avenue,
Cranford. All are welcome.

The featured speaker will be
Paul Salomone, who will talk
about 1870s baseball as played
by the old “Elizabeth Reso-
lutes,” a noted team of that
era. Mr. Salomone has estab-
lished a modern-day version of
the Resolutes, playing by 1870s
rules.


