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highest increase, with a 1.4-per-
cent increase in 2016-2017. The
state’s 2-percent cap was imple-
mented in 2010.

Last year’s introduced budget
including debt service was $9
million, of which $7.6 million was
raised in taxes, according to the
board’s website. The debt pay-
ment was $519,000.

In other business, 31 students
were recognized as achieving the
Honor Society designation
throughout the second marking
period. Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., awarded
each student with a certificate
acknowledging their success.

Three student representatives
from the Lincoln School Pep Club
presented to the board their ac-
tivities and why the club is perti-
nent to school spirit. The Pep
Club has 20 total members,
stated club advisor and Lincoln
School teacher Tamara Benc.
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GARWOOD — Board of Educa-
tion Buildings and Grounds Com-
mittee and Finance Committee
Chairwoman Susan Groning pro-
vided a Garwood school district
budget process overview report
at Tuesday’s public meeting. The
board will hold a budget presen-
tation on Tuesday, May 1, after
which members will vote on the
spending plan, stated district Busi-
ness Administrator Eric Larson.

Ms. Groning said the budget
process includes input from dis-
trict staff, which Mr. Larson said
includes the superintendent,
principal, technology coordina-
tor, and supervisor of mainte-
nance and custodial services.

Mr. Larson said tuition projec-
tions for students enrolled at
Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark, Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools in Scotch
Plains, and special-education out-
of-district placements affect bud-
get outcomes.

All budget details eventually are
reviewed with the board’s finance
committee, stated Mr. Larson. Any
state-aid projections will be re-
ceived by Thursday, March 15.

The four-member finance com-
mittee will meet a minimum three
times prior to Monday, March 19,
the budget submission deadline
to the Union County executive
superintendent’s office, a state
government office. The deadline
for the county superintendent to
complete his review is Tuesday,
April 24.

Budget increases exclude debt
service and “waivers or banked
cap” which may be used to ex-
ceed the state’s 2-percent cap
on taxes, Ms. Groning said. The
2017-2018 budget entailed a 1.9-
percent increase from the previ-
ous year. It was noted that 4.1
percent in 2011-2012 was the

Garwood Library Highlights
Activities During March

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library, located at 411
Third Avenue, has announced its
calendar of March events for
adults and youth.

The Knitting Club meets at
10:30 a.m. every Monday and
Thursday. No registration is re-
quired. Participants have the op-
portunity to learn how to knit or
show others how it is done while
enjoying fun conversation.
Needles and yarn are provided to
newcomers.

Kids Chess will be held every
Monday in March at 3 p.m. No
registration is required but par-
ticipation is limited to 12 indi-
viduals. This non-instructional
program offers informal chess
games for children of all ages.
Six boards are provided.

The Monday Afternoon Book
Club will meet at 1 p.m. on March
19 to discuss “Beartown” by
Fredrik Backman. No registra-
tion is required.

“Design It — STEM” takes place
every Tuesday at 3 p.m. Regis-
tration is required for children in
third grade and up, who create
structures from simple materi-
als. Participation is limited to 15
individuals.

Adult Craft is scheduled for
Tuesday, March 13, at 6 p.m.
Registration is required, and par-
ticipation is limited to 10 indi-

viduals. The project will be a
Spring wreath.

Toddler Story Time, for new-
borns through age 4, is held at
10:30 a.m. each Wednesday. No
registration is required. Author
Laura Sassi will visit Storytime
on March 21 with her new book,
“Diva Delores and the Opera
House Mouse.”

Lego will be featured at 3 p.m.
on Thursdays, March 8 and 22.
Registration is required for chil-
dren ages 4 through 12, and the
program is limited to 15 partici-
pants. Some Lego creations will
be displayed in the library show-
case.

Kids Craft will take place on
Wednesday, March 21, at 3 p.m.,
and is limited to 20 participants.
Registration is required for chil-
dren in second grade and up,
who will make Spring bunnies.

The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet March 1 at 7 p.m. for a
discussion of “The Heretic’s
Daughter” by Kathleen Kent. No
registration is required.

Friday Morning Movies include
Wonder on March 9, Murder on
the Orient Express on March 16
and Three Billboards Outside
Ebbing, Missouri on March 23.
There will be no movie on March
2 and the library will be closed on
March 30.

“Paws to Read” will be held on
Saturday, March 17, at 10 a.m.
Participants will have an oppor-
tunity to read to a therapy dog.
Interested persons are asked to
call the library to schedule their
visit and to bring their favorite
book.

For more information and to
register for programs, call (908)
789-1670 Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fri-
days, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The
library will be closed on Friday
and Saturday, March 30 and 31.

Students in grades 3 through 5
can join the club.

“Not only do we have over 20
members, but we have a waitlist.
We would like to have the Pep
Club open to the sixth grade as
well,” Mrs. Benc said.

Mrs. Benc said student involve-
ment is capped at 20 members
per club so many students who
want to participate are consoli-
dated to a waitlist after the maxi-
mum is met.

The girls said they hope the Pep
Club is approved next year with
the sixth grade included.

The Lincoln School Grade 8
Purse Bingo Night, benefiting the
eighth-grade trip to Gettysburg,
Pa., will take place on Thursday,
March 8. Tickets start at $35 for
10 games. Doors open at 6:30
p.m. and Bingo starts at 7:30
p.m. The event will be held at the
Polish Cultural Foundation, lo-
cated at 77 Broadway, Clark.

Garwood BOE Budget Due To County
Superintendent By March 19

Cranford College Women
Plan Benefit ‘Scholar Tea’

CRANFORD — The College
Women’s Club of Cranford will
host its first annual “Scholar Tea”
on Sunday, March 11, from 1 to
3 p.m. It will take place in Bates
Hall at the First Presbyterian
Church, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford.

This event will serve as a
fundraiser for the club’s scholar-
ship fund. Each year the College
Women’s Club awards thousands
of dollars in scholarships to gradu-
ating seniors residing in Cranford.
One hundred percent of the pro-
ceeds from the “Scholar Tea” will
go toward funding the scholar-
ships awarded each spring.

The “Scholar Tea” will feature
an assortment of teas including

herbal, Earl Grey and English
Breakfast. The Cake Artist Cafe
of Cranford will cater the tea and
will provide an array of tea sand-
wiches and scones. There will be
a dessert tray including brown-
ies, lemon bars, mini cupcakes
and cookies.

Eleni Catanzaro will provide en-
tertainment, performing musical
selections on the piano.

The cost of the tea is $30.
Tickets may be obtained by send-
ing a check to: College Women’s
Club of Cranford, P.O. Box 1677,
Cranford, N.J. 07016 or they may
be obtained online at
collegewomensclubcranford.com.
Reservations must be received
by Wednesday, February 28.

Meeting Tonight on
Plan for Downtown

CRANFORD — There will be a
presentation at the Community
Center tonight at 7 p.m. for the
downtown management strate-
gic plan for the downtown. The
plan includes four-story-high
buildings and parking garages.
This plan is included on page 37
of the North Avenue Redevelop-
ment Study.


