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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Peter Rabbit
Hop to It!

3 & ½ popcorns

MARVEL-OUS VISITOR...Edgardo Miranda-Rodriguez, a writer and illustra-
tor for Marvel entertainment, spent time with third and fourth grade students at
Coles Elementary School in Scotch Plains. Mr. Miranda-Rodriguez told the
students how he first became interested in writing comic books when he was in
third grade. He explained he would make books and sell them to his friends for 50
cents. Mr. Miranda-Rodriguez showed students how he combined his Puerto
Rican heritage and his passion for graphic arts and created the character La
Borinqueña. Mr. Miranda-Rodriguez is the uncle of one of Coles’ fourth grade
students. His teacher, Cailtin Dziedzic, organized the visit to Coles. The student
and his classmates were entertained by the stories and pictures that have made Mr.
Miranda-Rodriguez a successful author and illustrator.

Wardlaw-Hartridge to Host
Spring Musical Urinetown

JCC MetroWest Presents
March and April Exhibits

EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison will present its first
musical in the new Berry Performing
Arts Center - Urinetown. The show will
run at 7:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday,
March 2 and 3, with a matinee finale on
Sunday, March 4 at 3 p.m.

Leading players include CJ Stueck
of Scotch Plains, Kallie Schildge of

Westfield, Mayah Nissim of Scotch
Plains and Steven Bessette of Scotch
Plains.

Tickets are $12 for adults and $5 for
students and children.

Tickets can be purchased at the door
or ordered in advance at https://
t w h s n j . b o o k t i x . c o m / v i e w / 4 /
cc84edf42fe7cd22/.

WEST ORANGE – JCC
MetroWest will present an exhibit
of pastels and sculpture by Gaelen
Juried Art Show award winners
Debra Kapnick and Anne Carlino.
The exhibit takes place in the Gaelen
Gallery East at the Leon & Toby
Cooperman JCC, Ross Family Cam-
pus, 760 Northfield Avenue, West
Orange. During the same dates, ab-
stract painter and Gaelen Juried Art
Show award winner Chas Palminteri
will have works exhibited in the
Arts/Theater Lobby and Roland Ex-
hibition Corridor. All exhibits will
be on view Sunday, March 4 to Sun-
day, April 29. A reception will be

held on Sunday, March 4, 11 a.m. to
1 p.m.

The Gaelen Gallery East is open
during regular JCC hours: Monday
to Thursday, 5:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.;
Friday, 5:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and
Saturday and Sunday, 7 a.m. to 6
p.m. For more information, please
contact Lisa Suss at (973) 530-3413,
lsuss@jccmetrowest.org.

HONOR CHORUS...Nine students from Westfield High School performed with
the Central Jersey Music Educators Association (CJMEA) Region II Honor
Chorus on January 28. They are among many talented high school and interme-
diate student musicians from Westfield Public Schools to perform with CJMEA
Region II ensembles this year. Pictured, from left to right, are: Russell Cohen,
Joseph Maldonado, Matthew Siroty, Vincent Mora, Matthew Meixner, Samantha
Horvath, Zaria Katz, Charlotte Geary, and Abby Rothenberg.
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WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 25th • 1-4PM

Beautifully appointed four bedroom, two and one half bath Colonial nestled on a picturesque
corner lot featuring neutral décor, newer windows, hardwood floors, and spacious rooms.
Comfortably sized living room with light-filled bay window and elegant, yet cozy wood-
burning fireplace. Relaxing, enclosed sun room with tile floor and two walls of windows.
Fabulous, newly painted master bedroom retreat complete with sitting room/office, walk-in
closet and sumptuous private bath featuring architectural window, radiant heated floor,
private water closet, and enclosed shower. Lower level recreation room and game room.
Beautifully manicured grounds and lovely stone patio offering rear access to the two car
attached garage. Fabulous home convenient to all schools, parks and downtown Westfield.

802 Shackamaxon Drive, Westfield • Offered at $835,000

Beau ful, charming, and unique only highlight how special this home truly is! Located in

the highly sought a er "Gardens" neighborhood, this Tudor is situated on a large lot with

great curb appeal! Incredibly spacious living room with built ins framing a bay window,

Chestnut woodwork & HW oors, and a gas replace w/ 2 built in benches with storage.

To the other side of the living room is a cozy den. Arched doorways lead into formal dining

room. O the dining room is the kitchen with plenty of cabinet space. A separate ea ng

space and a powder room o the kitchen complete the 1st oor. The 2nd oor has 4

bedrooms, including a large master with jacuzzi bath, and the main bath. Laundry chute in

hallway. The 3rd oor has 2 bedrooms, o ce, full bath, and tons of storage!

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 02/25 1:00 4:00pm

860 Bradford Avenue, Wes ield 
O ered at $995,00 

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

Cell: (908) 313-1542                                       

600 North Avenue W. Westfield, NJ 07090   

Office: (908) 233-0065 
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

The kids whooped and hollered in glee-
ful approval of director Will Gluck’s ad-
aptation of Beatrix’s Potter’s Peter Rab-
bit. This even included the 10-to-12 con-
tingent, usually too sophisticated to admit
endorsement of an entertainment that
might indict them of liking “baby stuff.”
And while the littler ones among the
audience of fully engaged firstnighters
whose space I recently invaded brought
fingernails to lips whenever the title char-
acter risked cottontail and whiskers for
ill-gotten vegetation, they, too, were oth-
erwise charmed.

 I was heartened by several insights,
not the least of which was the erudition
evinced by these young moviegoers to
grasp the rather heady script Mr. Gluck
and co-screen writer Rob Lieber rever-
ently fashioned from Miss Potter’s time
honored classic. But the most satisfying
takeaway shouldn’t have come as a sur-
prise. Judging by the alternate cheering
and jeering in reflection of this animated
adventure yarn that at its heart is a moral-
ity tale, I was gladdened by the apparently
uncorrupted devotion to truth and ethics.
It gave me hope for the future they might
demand.

 However, lest I give the false impres-
sion that this beautifully filmed mix of
animation and blue screen magic is one
part Hammurabi, two parts Solomon the
Wise and several smidgens of Descartes,
note that there’s plenty that’d win the
Marx Brothers’s approval, too. While
neatly enveloped by a love story about two
humans who argue over the civil and
property rights of the rabbits who lay
claim to the rich bounty produced in mean
Mr. McGregor’s garden, this is a pretty
wild, revolution-tinged free-for-all, with
lots of action between smart meditations.

 Interspersing the cutting-edge, filmic
sorcery, reproductions of the original art
work pleasantly temper Gluck’s
contemporization of the source material.
This is where the battle line will be drawn,
with purists saying the work should be
presented unadulterated. So call me a Phi-
listine. But I feel the same as I do about
restomods, those classic cars that have
been retrofitted with modern brakes, en-
gines and A/C., making them functional in
today’s world. Of course it still behooves us
to preserve examples of the original,
whether in museums or private collection.

 Continuing my argument, the analo-
gous museum would be parents reading
the bona fide Beatrix Potter to children at
story time, while concurrently elucidat-
ing that the translation to cinema brings
with it all the demands Marshall McLuhan
said would intervene. It’s quicker, faster,
jibing with the apparent evolution of com-

prehension wrought by a digital insur-
gency that multitasks like nobody’s busi-
ness. The in-home tutorial in comparative
mediums might even help put the kid to
sleep.

 In short, our analysis of how today’s
purveyors of Kiddie Lit and its silver
screen spinoffs try to discern what chil-
dren will find entertaining is in itself a
valuable barometer of the times in which
we live. Like the man said, “Out of the
mouths of babes.” Indeed, unvarnished
young minds as yet uncompromised by
the company line perceive truths and fal-
lacies with stunning result. And like us,
they enjoy seeing their impressions of the
world corroborated in picture and word.

 But putting all this bombastic, faux
intellectualism aside, Peter Rabbit is a
real hoot. So much so, in fact, that you
may not want to pawn off moviegoing
duties to Pop-Pop and Nanny in this epi-
sode of little Beau and Epiphany’s pil-
grimage to the Bijou. Auteur Gluck man-
ages that rare feat in that he has fashioned
a film that adults will like not just because
the ragamuffins enjoy it while learning a
lesson or two, but because it is witty on a
grownup level as well. Plus, experiencing
that smart 12-year-old of yours digging
the hip satire is worth its weight in gold.

 Anchoring the harebrained hijinks,
intermeshing the human perspective with
the lapin point of view, is the sweet love
story, replete with a primer on compro-
mise, sensitivity and the joyful woes at-
tendant to the battle of the sexes. Inherit-
ing the plant-rich McGregor estate after
Old Man McGregor exits the picture un-
der humorously dark circumstances, prim
and decidedly OCD’ish Thomas
McGregor, amusingly played by Domhnall
Gleeson, has plans to cash in and open a
toy shop in London. But what he didn’t
plan on is told in my next paragraph.

 While love is generally welcome
whether it hits you in the eye like a big
pizza pie or is carefully arranged by Dolly
Levi, I’m partial to the serendipity
sort…neither party consciously looking
for their emotional corruption and down-
fall, and mercilessly swept off their feet. It
is thus obliging that living next door to
where young McGregor will assume the
family tradition of victimization by dia-
bolical bunnies, is comely animal activ-
ist/artist and defender of rabbits, Bea,
winsomely played by Rose Byrne. The
typical but nonetheless whimsical court-
ship that ensues is the crowning touch that
makes Peter Rabbit a 24 carrot affair.

***
Peter Rabbit, rated PG, is a Columbia

Pictures release directed by Will Gluck
and stars James Corden (voice),
Domhnall Gleeson and Rose Byrne.
Running time: 93 minutes.

High School, Intermediate
Music Honors Announced

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) sophomore Brooke
Walden auditioned and was selected
to the New Jersey All-State Wind
Ensemble and Orchestra for a second
straight year. Brooke was the top scor-
ing piccolo player and ranked third
on the flute. She will perform in Feb-
ruary with the Wind Ensemble and in
November with the Orchestra.

Ms. Walden also was among 12
WHS musicians to perform in Janu-
ary with the 2018 Central Jersey Music
Educators Association (CJMEA) Re-
gion II Band and Orchestra.

The Region II Orchestra includes:
Kelly Eagan (Grade 9) - Bass, Kevin
Li (Grade 11) - Violin and Junlin Yi
(Grade 12) - Violin.

Region II Wind Ensembles in-
cludes: Brooke Walden - Flute/Pic-
colo, Andy Zhao - Clarinet, Kailey
Zhao - Bassoon, Amanda Latowsky -
Alto Clarinet, Aprina Wang - French
Horn, Kenneth Meyer - French Horn,
Max Tennant - Trumpet, Lucy Ritter
- Percussion and Michael Charlton -
Timpani.

Additionally, nine WHS students
performed as part of the 2018 CJMEA
Region II Honor Chorus on January
28. The WHS students auditioned
and were chosen from a competitive
group of student vocalists. Senior
Abby Rothenberg received a com-
memorative pin, recognizing her four

years in Region Chorus.
The nine students are: Russell

Cohen , Charlotte Geary, Samantha
Horvath, Zaria Katz, Joseph
Maldonado, Matthew Meixner,
Vincent Mora, Abby Rothenberg and
Matthew Siroty.

At the intermediate school level,
seven students from Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools were
accepted to perform with the 2018
CJMEA Region II Intermediate Band
and Orchestra. These are highly com-
petitive ensembles with only 10 to 15
percent of student musicians who au-
dition accepted.

Performing as part of the CJMEA
Region II Orchestra on March 3 will
be Edison 7th graders Kevin Chen
(Viola), Steve Wang (Violin) and
Clara Yu (Cello), along with Roosevelt
7th grader Julian Hamilton (Viola)
and 8th grader Meredith Shepherd
(Viola).

Edison 8th graders Conor Daly
(Trombone) and Amy Xiao (Piccolo,
Flute and Violin) will perform with
the CJMEA Region II Wind Ensemble
on March 4.

“I congratulate all of our talented
high school and intermediate student
musicians,” says Superintendent Mar-
garet Dolan. “To have so many of our
students accepted into these competi-
tive ensembles speaks volumes about
the calibre of our music programs.”

Marketing is
the New Black
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