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Mike Cappiello isn’t asking for
anything special. The former WHS
and Plymouth State University first
baseman just wants to live a normal
life. But that’s not the hand he’s been
dealt.

At age 28, Cappiello desperately
needs a kidney donor.

Since 2012 “Capp” has been bat-
tling focal segmental glomeruloscle-
rosis, a disease that hinders the kid-
neys from properly filtering the blood
in his body. Since December 2016
he’s been going to dialysis three times
a week – Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday – for 3½ hours a visit, starting
at 5:30 a.m.

“It’s called hemodialysis,”
Cappiello said. “A nurse hooks me up
to a dialysis machine with two pen-
tip-sized needles that circulate my
blood through a filter, which basi-
cally acts as a kidney. Every day I
come home from dialysis and typi-
cally sleep for three or four hours. I
typically cramp a lot and feel very
sick and tired, even after sleeping at
dialysis and when I get home. This
process takes a lot out of me.”

Cappiello was a two-year starting
first baseman for coach Bob Brewster,
hitting .357 and .356 on teams that
went 16-10 and 18-6. He also had a 5-
1 pitching record, including a state
playoff victory at Phillipsburg. The
past two years he’s been a volunteer
assistant at WHS, mostly working
with jayvee coach Ken Miller.

He led Plymouth State in hitting
three of his four years varsity (he was
second the other year), with averages
of .378, .389, .333 and .412. That’s a
.376 career average with 14 home
runs and a school-record 46 doubles.
He also holds the school record for
career putouts with 1,023.

(A guest speaker in one of Capp’s
classes was Joe Monninger, WHS’s
all-state quarterback in 1969 and ’70,
an English professor at Plymouth
State, who mentioned the “good foot-
ball years WHS had back then.”)

Cappiello is currently working on a
graduate school degree at Southern
New Hampshire University online,
so he’s caught in a crappy situation.

“In 2016 my doctor recommended
I have an arteriovenous fistula placed
in my arm before I started dialysis.
This would ensure that my newly
placed artery would mature and func-
tion properly,” Cappiello said. “Un-
fortunately, due to many complica-
tions, it took five operations to get it
right. The fistula is when a surgeon
reroutes an artery that is deep inside
my arm to a vein just under the skin.
This helps the dialysis nurse access
your fistula easier when putting the
two giant needles in my arm. The
surgeries took a toll on me. I’ve had to
restrict the weight I can hold, in fear
of collapsing the fistula.

“I also need to be very mindful of
what I eat, because foods containing
high amounts of potassium and phos-
phorus can be fatal. It’s also important
to restrict the amount of fluids I drink
to a minimal amount, because I pro-
duce little to no urine anymore. The
only way to take off the excess fluid is
by the dialysis machine. And the more
fluid that’s taken off, the more tired,
sick and cramped-up I get.”

Cappiello’s parents are unable to
donate. His blood type is O+ and he is
currently enlisted at three hospitals
around the tri-state area on their de-
ceased donors’ lists. But the wait time
for a deceased donor kidney is roughly
four to six years, and a deceased donor

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cappiello Needs Kidney
To Start Living Again

kidney only lasts about 10 years. A
living donor kidney has a much longer
life span, roughly 15 to 20 years.

Anyone who might be interested in
donating a kidney to help Cappiello,
please visit https://
w w w. p e n n m e d i c i n e . o r g / . . . /
livingkidneydonorapplication. If you
can’t be a living donor, please register
to be an organ/tissue donor at
www.donatelifenj.org.

He just wants a chance to live a
normal life.

“This has affected me getting a
job,” Cappiello said. “I graduated PSU
with a B/S in Health and Physical
Education with a teacher certificate. I
was teaching in New Hampshire but
being on all of the immune-suppres-
sive medications I was constantly sick
and missing days. I realized that once
I got a kidney I’d be on stronger
immune-suppressive medications for
the rest of my life, to ensure that my

body does not reject the kidney. That’s
why I decided to change my career
path, because I enjoy various aspects
of business and working with com-
puters. It’s an added bonus that I have
the ability to work from home and I
would have less interaction with
germs, unlike in a school setting. I am
currently pursuing an MBA with a
focus in IT Management.

“Dialysis has put a road block on my
ability to hold a full-time position since
dialysis occurs during working hours.
Dialysis makes it hard to travel, and it
requires a lot of planning. It takes weeks
to book a visit at a different clinic
sometimes, the times vary, and usually
I get the (back) end of the stick.”

If Cappiello has been able to keep
it together and remain semi-optimis-
tic about things, it may have some-
thing to do with his new girlfriend,
Michelle Fortunato.

“I met Michelle last July and we’ve
been dating since September,” he said.
“I am so grateful to have her in my
life. She has been such a positive
influence and very supportive since
day one. She has the ability to look
past my disease and see me for who I
really am.”

And with her by his side, and maybe
some help from an as-yet unknown
donor, Mike Cappiello looks forward
to the day when he can stop worrying
about his kidney and dialysis and fis-
tulas, and start living a normal life.

“I never thought this is where I’d be
at 28, living with my parents and on
disability,” he said.

WARREN GETS RECORD
Steve Warren broke a 26-year-old

school record last Friday, winning the
100-yard breaststroke in 56.93 dur-
ing the sectional swimming final at

the Raritan Bay YMCA in Perth
Amboy. The old mark was 57.52, by
two-time state champion Dave
Schwartz in 1992.

Moments after the time was posted,
Schwartz texted, “That’s an amazing
swim and my hearty congratulations
go to Steve.”

“I’m super proud and humbled,”
said Warren, who will likely be joined
by fellow senior Ryan Bebel in trying
to further lower the record at the Meet
of Champions, March 3-4.

DEVITT SHINES AT TCNJ
Freshman Shannon Devitt is the

second-leading scorer for The Col-
lege of New Jersey women’s basket-
ball team, despite starting only four of
the team’s 25 games. The 6-foot-2
forward has scored 238 points (9.5
ppg), while bringing down a team-
leading 233 rebounds (9.3 rpg), in-
cluding 86 off the offensive glass. She
also leads the team in blocked shots

with 46. The Lions (20-5) were to
open play in the New Jersey Athletic
Conference playoffs on Tuesday night.

RYAN MAKING MARK
Molly Ryan tied her career high of

29 points last Friday in a 48-40 county
tournament quarterfinal win over Kent
Place. Ryan moved ahead of Diana
Venezia 864-839 in career points.
They are now 1-2 for career points by
a three-year player. (Venezia missed
her sophomore year due to an injury.)

ON THIS DATE
1964: The swim team captured its

first Eastern Interscholastic champi-
onship, winning both relays and get-
ting a first place in the 100 butterfly
by Harvey Gerber.

AROUND THIS DATE
Feb. 21, 1957: The swim team won

the Union County championship be-
hind double winner Bob Reddell (50,
100 free), Terry Bentley (100 breast,
medley relay) and Jay Pierson (100
back, medley relay). WHS would win
(or share) that title every year until
1999.

Feb. 23, 1973: With nine individual
champions in the 12 weight classes –
Dave Brown, Paul Bockus, Stan
Warne, Mark Dennis, Rich Gottlick,
Dan Morash, Chris Campbell, Walt
Heiniger and Pete Shearer – the wres-
tling team captured the District 15
championship.

Feb. 23, 2003: Adam Wendel won
the Indoor Meet of Champions high
jump with a leap of 6 feet, 6 inches.
Amazingly, he was only the 12th seed
after earning a wild card following a
seventh-place finish at the Group 4
meet.

Feb. 23, 2013: The boys and girls
swim teams swept the state Public A
titles, the ice hockey team won the
Union County Tournament, and the
wrestling team captured the District
11 crown.

Senior Sam Wustefeld and Jack
Cannon each captured titles at the
District 13 Wrestling Championships
held at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School on February 17. At District 14
in South Plainfield, the Cranford Cou-
gars, although claiming no champi-
ons, advanced six to the Region IV
Tournament. The Raiders managed
to advance three.

At District 13, St. Peter’s Prep (SPP)
took top team honors with 204.5
points, followed by Seton Hall Prep
(SHP) at 190-5. Rahway (R) took
third at 112 and the Raiders took
fourth at 101. Elizabeth (E) took fifth
at 82, followed by Linden (L) at 62,
AL Johnson at 50.5, Plainfield (P) at
50 and Summit at 29.

Wustefeld pinned Drew Mitzak
(SHP) in 3:38 then pinned Noir Sayed
(E) in 52 seconds in the 220-lb semi-
final. Wustefeld then claimed the title
by pinning Summit’s Jack Hedges in
12 seconds. Cannon (152-lbs) re-

ceived a bye then defeated Mike
Massa (SHP) in the semis. Cannon
won the title with a 10-3 decision over
Alex Dorce (L). Raider Nick
Palazzollo placed third at 170-lbs
when he pinned Sam Hayes (E) in
2:59.

Chris Fuschetto (ALJ) won at 138-
lbs. Rahway;s Rhise Royster recorded
a 55-second fall over Jack Wilt (SHP)
to claim the 145-lb title and Rahway’s
Chris Delmau decisioned John Cruz
(P) for the 120-lb crown.

The South Plainfield Tigers claimed
nine champions and ran away with the
team title amassing 256 points, fol-
lowed by the Governor Livingston
(GL) Highlanders who claimed two
champs with 122. Cranford took third
at 116.5, Middlesex (Mx) took fourth
at 114.5 and Woodbridge (W) took
fifth at 82, followed by Bayonne (Bay)
at 72 and Brearley at 64.5. JP Stevens
took eighth at 46 and North Plainfield
took ninth at 45.

Cougar Dylan Budnik took second
at 195-lb by losing to Tiger Luke
Niemeyer. AJ Bencivenga grabbed a
17-2, tech fall over Luka Stepanashvili
(JP Stevens) to take third at 145-lbs
and Kyell Roper pinned Tiger Mike
Marrero in 1:40 to place third at 152-
bs. Zack Blevins pinned Joe
Delvecchio (Mx) in 56 seconds to
place third at 182-lbs. Pat Kalnins
pinned Julian Rodrigues (Bay) in 5:50
to take third at 120-lbs and Will
Fernandez nipped Harrison Kelly
(GL), 10-9, to take third at 113-lbs.

GL’s Quinn Haddad won the 170-
lb title with an 18-2, technical fall
over Dom Zecchino (W). James
Snyder seized a 9-3 sudden victory
over Hunter Kiraly (W) for the 152-
lb crown. GL’s Greg Friedenberg
took second at 138-lbs and Dave Vill
took second at 120-lbs. Brearley’s
Pat Phillips took second at 106-lbs
and Rebecca Pizuto took second at
113-lbs.

IN NEED: Mike Cappiello, who desperately needs a kidney, has been going to
dialysis three times a week for 3½ hours a day since December 2016.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/15/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-207
AWARDED TO: Big Brothers Big Sis-

ters of Essex, Hudson, & Union Coun-
ties

SERVICES TO: to provide direct pro-
gram service delivery for the following high
quality one to one mentoring programs

COSTS: in an amount not to ex-
ceed:$100,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 2/22/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/15/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-199
amending (Resolution No. 2016-1021)

AWARDED TO: Delta Dental of New
Jersey, Inc.

SERVICE: to increase the amount by
$9,511.00

COSTS:  not to exceed figure of:
$1,509,511.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 2/22/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/15/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-197
AWARDED TO: Great American As-

surance Company, Cincinnati, OH
SERVICE: to obtain the Equine Mortal-

ity Policy
PERIOD: February 24, 2018-February

23, 2019
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:

$1,952.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/22/18, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/15/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-183
AWARDED TO: Lehrer-Gibilsco Fu-

neral Home, Inc., Rahway, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for the purpose of pro-

viding Livery Services
PERIOD: through December 31, 2018
COSTS: in a total amount not to ex-

ceed:$150,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/22/18, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/15/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-192
AWARDED TO: Mutual of America,

Parsippany, New Jersey
SERVICE: for the provision of Group

Life Insurance with Group Accidental Death
and Dismemberment Plan for employees
not covered under the Public Employee
Retirement System

PERIOD: July 1, 2017-June30, 2018
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:

$20,424.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/22/18, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/15/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-191
AWARDED TO: Mutual of America,

Parsippany, New Jersey
SERVICE: to implement an employee

401 (a) benefits plan for county employees
not covered under the Public Employee
Retirement System

PERIOD: July 1, 2017-June30, 2018
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:

$114,896.17
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/22/18, The Leader Fee: $22.95

COHEN WINS 200-FREE, 100-FLY; SHAO 200IM, 500-FREE

Raider Boys Fall to Summit
In Section Swim Final, 103-67

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys swim team was stopped
short in its bid for another sectional
title, losing 103-67 to Summit in the
NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2, Pub-
lic B Final held on February 16 at the
Raritan Bay “Y” pool in Perth Amboy.
A year ago, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
defeated these same Summit
Hilltoppers in the sectional final but
this year’s final matchup was a differ-
ent story entirely. Despite winning
seven of 11 races, the Raiders were
washed away by Summit’s superior
depth and ability to fill in points with
second and third place finishes.

“We knew coming into this meet
that they were a little deeper than we
are this season,” said Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Head Coach Jess Hulnik.
“We came out and tried to build up as
many points as we could in the first
half of the meet and hope that we
could go forward from there but Sum-
mit was just too good today. They
didn’t leave a whole lot of points out
there.”

That was evident from the start as
Summit’s quartet of Bryan Harvey,
Will Hedges, Dylan Ingerman and
Jordan Goldberg captured the 200-
medley relay in 1:39.22 ahead of SP-
F’s Alan Shao, Josh Cohen, Nick
Heath and Daniel Donaldson
(1:40.57). Summit picked up points
for finishing in third (Conor Fagan,
Ben Campbell, Matt McGregor and
Cam Rankine) at 1:43.80 and came
out of the first event with a 10-4 lead.

Cohen came back to win the 200-
free for the Raiders in 1:45.62.
Summit’s Rawleigh Pollock (1:47.81)

and Alex Jones (1:54.05) and Will
Kasmeyes ((1:57.78) came in sec-
ond, third and fourth. It was the first
of two individual wins the Cohen
would record on the day. But as was
the case in most races, Summit swim-
mers filled up on points in the second
and third and often fourth place slots
negating any gains in points Scotch
Plains-Fanwood might make.

It was the same story in the 200IM
where another Raider junior standout,
Alan Shao easily won the race in
1:58.18 but Summit swimmers Harvey
(2:04.11), Hedges (2:04.68) and Jeff
Vlass (2:07.73) occupied the 2
through 4 positions. In the 50-free,
SP-F’s Nick Heath (22.72) touched
just ahead of Summit’s Fagan (22.91)
and Rankine (22.96). With three wins
in the first four races, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood still went to the break trail-
ing 36-26 in team points.

In the 100-fly, Cohen won his sec-
ond race (51.79) ahead of Summit’s
Ingerman (52.16) and McGregor
(56.51). Summit then gained major
separation in the 100-free, by sweep-
ing the 1-2-3 spots. Goldberg (49.56),
Rankine (49.69) and Campbell
(51.89) all came in ahead of SP-F’s
top finisher in the event, Heath (52.28)
giving the Hilltoppers 13 points and a
commanding 57-37 advantage after
six events.

Shao picked up his second indi-
vidual win for the Raiders by posting
a time of 4:49.93 in the 500-free. It
was a great performance by Shao but
once again, not enough to cut the
deficit for the Raiders as Summit
swimmers Rawleigh Pollock
(4:54.93), Jones (5:09.89) and Vlass
(5:25.18) claimed the 2-3-4 spots.

Shao made a quick turnaround to
anchor the winning 200-free relay
team, along with Cohen, Donaldson
and Heath. The Raider quartet posted
a winning time of 1:32.20 ahead of
second and third-place finishing teams
from Summit.

Summit delivered the finishing
blow in the 100-back where Harvey
(55.55) and McGregor (58.44) went
1-2. Raider Tyler Daniskas (58.66)
was a close third just nudging out
Kasmeyes (58.89) of Summit. Sum-
mit collected 12 points in the race for
an 84-56 lead that assured them of
victory.

A 1-2-3 finish in the 100-breast by
Goldberg (1:02.81), Hedges (1:02.83)
and Alejandro Nociari (1:04.89)
served as an exclamation point for
Summit in their dominating overall
effort.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood rallied to
win the final event of the day, the 400-
free relay with Sean Hough, Stanley
Kanu, Matt London and Daniskas
turning in a first place time of 3:41.71
ahead of second and third place fin-
ishers from Summit.

“I think we did about as well as
we could do with this team,” said
Hulnik. “Josh and Alan have really
led this group throughout the sea-
son. They will be back next year for
their senior seasons and we have a
nice young group of freshmen and
underclassmen all that I expect will
be better next season. I think it is
fair to say that this team has good
things ahead of it.”

WARREN BREAKS WHS RECORD IN 100-BREASTSTROKE

No. 1 BrH2O Tops Blue Devils
In Section Swim Finals, 102-68

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top seeded Bridgewater-Raritan
left little doubt as to accuracy of its
ranking and its overall power in a
dominating 102-68 victory over
Westfield in the NJSIAA North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Public A boys’ swim-
ming final held on February 16 at the
Raritan Bay “Y” pool in Perth Amboy.
The Panthers set a pair of school
records and took first place in seven
of 11 races on their way to repeating
as sectional champs.

“Our depth definitely carried the
day for us,” said Panther Head Coach
Sean Foley. “Our medley relay team
set the tone for us by getting the touch
in the first race. Then later when our
two sophomores got third and fourth
in the 500 that just continued the trend
of great performances on our side. I’ll
tell you this. No program brings out
the best in us like Westfield does.
That is a top-notch, outstanding pro-
gram with a great coach. It has be-
come a great rivalry. Honestly, I’m a
little surprised by the way the scoring
went.”

Bridgewater Raritan started the
meet with a thrilling victory in the
200-medley where Sean Doran, Chris
Ruhnke, Ryan Bugianesi and Trent
Russano finished in 1:35.24, touch-
ing just ahead of Blue Devils of Ryan
Bebel, Steve Warren, Colin Daniel
and Cooper Prieto (1:35.26). It was
the first of several key showdowns
that went the way of the Panthers as
they set a new school standard in the
event.

Next, Panther CJ Hewitt came up
with a win in the 200-free (1:43.60)
narrowly beating out teammate Carter
Weiland (1:43.85). Westfield’s Teddy
Diamantopolous (1:48.02) was third.
With another new school record to
boast of and 12 points in the event,
Bridgewater-Raritan was off to a quick

20-10 lead in team points.
Ryan Bebel won the 200IM in

1:56.91 but Bridgewater-Raritan ac-
tually earned more points in the event
when Bugianesi (1:57.66), Doran
(1:58.83) and Michael Man (1:58.91)
took the 2-3-4 spots. In the 50-free,
Panther Ruhnke took another key
battle by winning in 21.75 ahead of
Eric Bebel (22.19). The Blue Devils
did capture third (Prieto 22.56) and
fourth (Connor Heffernan 22.73) in
the event erasing the gains that
Bridgewater-Raritan had made in the
200IM. But heading into the break,
the Panthers held a 36-26 lead.

“We knew coming in to the meet
that Bridgewater was one of the very
top teams in the state,” said Westfield
Head Coach Jeff Knight. “We needed
everything to fall just right for us if we
were going to win and it just did not
go that way from the very start. The
BR swimmers were phenomenal to-
day. I know they set a couple of school
records, so they were on it from the
very beginning. Our kids swam well.
They gave it everything they had.
Bridgewater was better.”

Out of the break, Westfield scored
another first place finish when Colin
Daniel took the 100 Fly in 51.99.
Bridgewater swimmers Bugianesi
(53.00), Hewitt (54.33) and Phillip
Qiu (54.55) gobbled up points by
placing 2-3-4.

The next four races would give
Bridgewater-Raritan control of the
meet. In the 100-free, Weiland won in
48.35, touching just ahead of Eric
Bebel (48.55). Bridgewater’s Russano
was a very close third (48.61). The
Panthers picked up 10 points in the
event.

Next, Bridgewater’s Luca Moscetti
won the 500-free in 4:56.74 ahead of
Daniel (4:59.86). A pair of Panther
sophomores, Jack Foley (5:00.69) and
Dan Bugianesi (5:08.03) came up big

by placing third and fourth. The 1-3-
4 finish helped the Panthers rack up
11 points in the event and stretched
their lead to 66-44.

Panthers Ruhnke, Justin Lee, Hewitt
and Weiland took first in the 200-free
relay (1:28.41) edging Westfield’s
Eric Bebel, Hefernan, Prieto and Matt
Barmakian (1:29.80).

Then the Panthers dominated the
100-backstroke with Sean Doran tak-
ing first (52.55) followed by team-
mate Russano (52.86). Ryan Bebel
(53.29) took third with Bridgewater’s
Qiu (54.42) snagging points for fourth.
With another 12 points under their
belts, the Panthers were in command
at 88-52 and well on their way to the
sectional crown.

“Bridgewater just had more depth
than we did,” said Ryan Bebel. “I feel
like I should have done better in the
100-back but really, this was just
Bridgewater’s day. They had more
endurance than we did.”

Warren provided a bright spot for
Westfield in the 100-breast. His time
of 56.93 not only earned him a first
place finish but it also shattered the
Blue Devil school record of 57.52 set
by Dave Schwartz in 1992.

Westfield finished the meet with a
win in the 400-free relay where Eric
Bebel, Diamantopolous, Daniel and
Ryan Bebel won in 3:17.69 just ahead
of Bridgewater’s Hewitt, Mark
Rydberg, Bugianesi and Weiland
(3:17.89).

“Despite the result, the experience
of swimming here for Westfield these
last four seasons has been incred-
ible,” said Ryan Bebel, who will at-
tend William and Mary next year. “I
mean, the tradition here is so strong
that I would get phone calls from
graduates who swam on the team in
prior years and they would encourage
me and wish us well. It is the kind of
thing you will never forget.”

Wustefeld, Cannon Win Crowns at Dist 13;
Cranford Cougars Advance 6 to Region IV

Probitas Verus Honos


