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WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Previews® Specialist, CRS, ASP, ABR, SRES
Cell/Text: 908-370-7900
Email: suechecchio@gmail.com
www.suechecchio.com

Welcome to 167 Belvidere Avenue, a 3 bedroom, 2 bath sun-filled colonial with eat-in-kitchen, family
room and many recent updates. This pristine, turn-key home offers fabulous outdoor living space and
is located near Fanwood downtown and NYC transportation.

167 Belvidere Avenue, Fanwood
Offered for $500,000 • www.167Belvidere.com
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Bernadette Houston, CRB

Cell: 908-209-3370
houston460@aol.com

Broker / Salesperson

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 2/25  1-4PM • 545 Alden Avenue, Westfield
Newly Listed • The Gardens of Westfield

Cotswolds Cottage Style Tudor is the home of your dreams. Offering 4 bedrooms and 3 1/2baths in the Franklin School district. All the
charm has been maintained yet improved and updated for today's lifestyle. Beautifully landscaped property with lots of special sitting
areas for relaxing -you will enjoy the quiet spaces this Spring and Summer. Versatile floor plan offers private suite ideal for ever-
changing needs, out of town guests or work at home professional. Spacious kitchen with stainless steel appliances and terrific granite
counter space as well as breakfast bar plus casual dining area with wet bar and beverage center.  Gleaming wood floors, original beams
and leaded glass windows are just a few of the interesting architectural details that are sure to delight. Spend you early mornings in the
sun room sipping coffee and enjoying the ever changing view. Enchanting one of a kind home offers much more than meets the eye.
Make this charming sunlit home your happily ever after. Offered at $1,150,000.

Beautiful leaded glass windows highlight this classic colonial style home situated on a lovely tree lined street; generously sized 6 bedroom
4 full 2 half bath home offers many custom features desired for today’s busy lifestyle. Spacious eat in kitchen filled with custom cabinetry
offers travertine marble floors, granite counters and stainless steel appliances. The wonderful island is a great place for casual dining or
breakfast on the go. Extra spacious dining area and wonderful family room with custom built ins and beverage center. Sliders lead to
private patio and newly fenced yard and play area. Perfectly situated to afford privacy-the deluxe master suite with jetted tub, steam
shower, and double vanities also features customized walk in closets and has great light through the wall of windows. Second floor
features 3 additional bedrooms and 2 full baths. Top level offers a terrific getaway with 2 bedrooms and bath, ideal for at home office or
guests. Natural wood trim, wood floors, generous sized rooms-this home offers versatility for all your ever changing needs. Franklin
School district, easy access to downtown Mountainside center as well as the Award winning Downtown Westfield. Offered at $1,398,000.

DRUBULIS 14 PTS; PETRIS, MUENCH NET 10 PTS EACH

Raiders Defeat Pioneers, 56-41,
In UCT Boys Hoops 2nd Round

BUDRIES 13 PTS, 10 RBS; GOFF 9 PTS; MYHRE 5 ASSTS

Cougar Basketball Boys Roll
Past Brearley Bear Boys, 54-42

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Smooth teamwork and an outstand-
ing performance across the board from
senior Colin Budries guided the
Cranford High School boys basket-
ball team down the road to a 54-42
victory over the Brearley Bears in
Cranford on February 15. The Cou-
gars were very effective in their pass-
ing game and ruled the boards through-
out the game.

“We have been this close in a lot of
games this year. Unfortunately our
record isn’t what we like. The injury
bug hit us, the sickness bug hit us.
Every bounce has gone the opposite
way for us but I give the kids credit
because they have played hard in ev-
ery game. Today we played hard and
we were fortunate enough to get a
victory,” Cougar Head Coach Ryan
Huber said.

Budries finished the game with 13
points, 10 rebounds, two assists, a
block, steal and created a turnover
with a tipped ball, all before taking a
seat for the fourth quarter. The team

as a whole racked up plenty of assists.
“I was trying to crash the boards

and I am always looking for my team-
mates. We were looking for each other
and we have a lot of trust over the
season through the struggle,” Budries
explained.

“Colin has been great. It’s unfortu-
nate that during the Scotch Plains
game the first time around, he got a
stress fracture in his foot, so he missed
about half the season. That was big
because he was our three-year letter
winner. He handled the ball. He did a
great job of being a leader but unfor-
tunately the injury hit. He worked
really hard to come back and I am
really happy for him,” Coach Huber
pointed out.

Budries and his teammates ap-
peared to have a lot of fun on the
court. “We certainly did! It’s good to
get a win on the books after a tough
stretch,” he said.

Cougar Hunter Goff (assist) scored
nine points and Anders Myhre, (7
points, 2 rebounds, steal) led the team
with five assists. Cole Blazek (2 re-

bounds, assist) sank five points, An-
thony Araujo (2 steals, rebound)
scored four points and Matt Fonseca
(2 rebounds, assist) nailed a 3-pointer.
Jeremy Hunt had two points.

In addition to Budries’ success un-
der the boards, Cougar Jack Carroll
(2 points, assist) had six rebounds,
Jeremy Ruka (5 points, assist) had
five rebounds and Kevin Easse (4
points) had four rebounds.

“Ruka is a tremendous shooter and
we need those guys to hit the boards.
They are both big bodies. They battle
each other in practice and they make
each other better each day,” Budries
said.

“They have been doing a good job.
Jeremy has been thrown into the fire
a little bit early on because of injuries.
Overall he’s progressed really well
this year,” Coach Huber added.

Tony Principato was the Bears’
deadeye shooter and led his team with
17 points, including trip 3-pointers.
Make Ramos and Vin Petruzella each
netted seven points and Ibn McLean

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team put to-
gether one of its finest efforts of the
season in defeating New Providence,
56-41, in a Union County Tourna-
ment second round matchup played
on February 14, in New Providence.
Senior guard Tommy Drubulis led all
scorers with 14 points, including four
3-pointers, as the ninth-seeded Raid-
ers took command early and never
looked back against the eighth-seeded
Pioneers. The victory not only moved
the Raiders into the quarter final round
of the UCT but it also provided a
measure of revenge against a New
Providence team that had defeated
them 61-57, two weeks earlier.

The Raiders (19-4) came out firing,
connecting on three, 3-pointers in the
opening three minutes to take a 9-3
lead. Senior John Petris started the
long-range bombing effort with a 3-
pointer just 20 seconds into the game.
Then Drubulis struck on a pair of 3-

point shots that set the tone for the rest
of the game. Drubulis hit his third trey
of the opening quarter with just over
a minute remaining to make it 17-8 in
favor of the Raiders.

“I think we came out fast against
them and that was big,” said Petris.
“We were ready and focused at the
start of the game. I’m just happy to be
able to contribute after missing so
much time with an injury. Whether
that means pulling down rebounds or
shooting threes, I’m just trying to
help the team down the stretch.”

The Raiders continued where they
left off as senior Dwight Laylor got
the second quarter off and running by
connecting on a three from the baseline
corner, making it 22-10. New Provi-
dence (19-4) was helpless against the
aerial assault. The Raiders continued
to expand their lead as they made
great use of the 3-point line on this
night. Ryan Muench dropped in an-
other 3-pointer with 2:24 left in the
half that made it 29-15. Drubulis ended
the half as it began, by draining a 3-

pointer from the top as the clock ex-
pired, sending the Raiders to the locker
room with a commanding 34-17 lead.

New Providence, which has had a
very nice season to this point, simply
could not keep up with the Raiders on
a night when they had all cylinders
firing on offense. Petris and Muench
each knocked home 3-point baskets
that helped the Raiders build a 20-
point lead at 42-22 with five minutes
left in the third quarter. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood would finish the night with
10 three-point shots compared to just
two for the Pioneers.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood got a bal-
anced scoring effort with Muench and
Petris each scoring 10 points and
Laylor chipping in with nine points.
Senior guard Lamont Cruse added six
points and hauled in 10 rebounds,
while dishing out 12 assists.

For Raider Head Coach Steve
Siracusa, it was a triumphant return to
his alma mater, New Providence,
where he was a standout multi-sport,
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Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING FOR THE LOOSE BALL...Raider senior Dwight Laylor, No. 1, goes for a loose ball in the Union County
Tournament second round game against the New Providence Pioneers on February 14. The Raiders won 56-41.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DETERMINED TO WIN THE SCRAMBLE...Cougar Jack Carroll, No. 33, is determined to get control of the ball instead
of allowing Bears Aiden Samila, No. 30, and Ibn McLean, right, get their paws on it.
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