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Bramnick and Thomson Warn About
The Pitfalls of Pension Changes

We Have Not Always Celebrated
Our 45 U.S. Presidents Letters to the Editor

Presidents’ Day is a time to cel-
ebrate our 45 Presidents, but they
have not always been celebrated.

Thomas Paine in a letter to Wash-
ington said, “And as to you, Sir, treach-
erous in private friendship and a hypo-
crite in public life, the world will be
puzzled to decide whether you are an
apostate or an impostor; whether you
have abandoned good principles, or
whether you ever had any.”

Jefferson supporters called John
Adams a “hideous hermaphroditical
character, which has neither the force
and firmness of a man, nor the gentle-
ness and sensibility of a woman.”

Hamilton said Adams had “a vanity
without bounds, and a jealousy ca-
pable of discoloring every object.”

The Connecticut Courant warned
that “murder, robbery, rape, adultery
and incest will be openly taught” if
Jefferson is elected.

A cartoon portrayed Jackson as
“King Andrew the First” because with-
out Congressional approval he had
removed all federal funds from the
Second Bank of the United States.

Van Buren was called “President
Martin Van Ruin.”

New York lawyer George
Templeton Strong called Lincoln “a
barbarian, Scythian, yahoo, or go-
rilla.” George B. McClellan, the com-
manding general of the United States
Army, said Lincoln was “nothing more
than a well-meaning baboon.”

Abolitionist and suffragist, Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton, called Lincoln
“Dishonest Abe” and pledged if he
“is reelected I shall immediately leave
the country for the Fijee (sic) Is-
lands.”

Virginia Congressman Sherrard
Clemens described Lincoln as “a cross
between sand hill crane and an
Andalusian jackass” and “vain, weak,
puerile, hypocritical, without man-
ners, without grace.” The Charleston
Mercury described Lincoln as a “hor-
rid-looking wretch...sooty and scoun-
drelly in aspect, a cross between the
nutmeg dealer, the horse swapper,
and the night man.”

Grant, in his second inaugural ad-
dress, said, “I have been the subject
of abuse and slander scarcely ever
equaled in political history....”

Cleveland was accused of siring an
illegitimate child. Hence the cam-
paign slogan, “Ma, ma, where’s my
pa? Gone to The White House, ha, ha,
ha!”

 Theodore Roosevelt called Taft a

“fathead” and a “puzzlewit.”
Hoover was lambasted because of

the Great Depression.
FDR was facetiously called “that

man in The White House.”
Recent Presidents mocked on Sat-

urday Night Live.
And then there was Nixon.
 But the country is not served when

a President is scorned, reviled, and
excoriated.

We cannot lead the free world
against the enemies of freedom and
liberty when presidential leadership
is torn asunder by political oppo-
nents.

Sad and tragic these times.
We can only hope and pray that the

ship of state can weather the high seas
and the growling storms.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

TRENTON, N.J. – If police and
firefighters are allowed to manage
their pensions, safeguards must be
put in place or the system could go
down fast. That was the message from
Assembly Republican Leader Jon
Bramnick and Assemblyman Ned
Thomson as they discussed a bill
moving through the legislature that
could ultimately result in reduced re-
tirement benefits and higher taxes.

“We know that in the State of New
Jersey one of the most serious prob-
lems involving debt is underfunding
of the pensions,” said Asm. Bramnick
(R-Westfield).

Asm. Thomson, one of only 9,000
pension actuaries in the nation and a
pension expert, proposed amend-
ments to the bill (S-5) that would
reflect his own legislation giving po-
lice and firefighters control of their
pension.

His bill (A3414) includes balanc-
ing the Police and Firefighter Retire-
ment System board by appointing
three more non-union members, re-

quiring a super majority of the board
to increase any benefits, ensuring the
cost of underperforming investment
returns is reported to the state, and
preventing the target funded ration
from dropping below 80 percent.

“There is somewhat of a conflict
when members are controlling their
own benefits,” said Asm. Thomson
(R-Monmouth). “There are prudent
fiduciary responsibilities that are put
on any board of trustees. This will be
the only board of trustees, however,
in the State of New Jersey that actu-
ally controls its benefits and its con-
tributions to membership.”

The Senate has passed the bill out
of its state government and budget
and appropriations committees, but
there is no Assembly version. Last
session’s version of the bill, which
was conditionally vetoed by then-
Gov. Chris Christie, included the safe-
guards proposed by Thomson, but
they were left out this session.

“These are basic fundamental fi-
duciary rules that are incorporated
in just about all pensions, public or
private,” continued Asm. Thomson.
“The rule is that the minimum amount
of funding before benefits could be
restricted is 80 percent of funding.
And if any change happens to that
benefit structure that is done by the
board of trustees, then it still has to
maintain that level of funding.

“No such protection is in S-5. It has
been introduced in my bill 3414.”

Sen. Declan O’Scanlon (R-
Monmouth) sponsors Asm.
Thomson’s bill in the Senate.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000413

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-040813-15

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF CWALT,
INC., ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST 2005-74T1,
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2005-74T1

VS.
Defendant: STEPHEN LEONARDIS;MARY

LEONARDIS, H/W; PNC BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCE

Sale Date: 03/21/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/18/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Forty-
Five Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty-Six and
74/100*** $645,926.74.

The property to be sold is located in Town of
Westfield in the County of Union, and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as 134 Boynton Court,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tax Lot No. 8, Block 5710.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 0.203 AC
Nearest Cross Street: Boynton Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Sixty-Five Thou-

sand Seven Hundred Seventy-Three and 91/
100*** $665,773.91 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 02/22, 03/01, 03/08
& 03/15/18 Fee: $204.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000391

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-013508-17

Plaintiff: JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: LISA ALEXANDER; MARK R.

ALEXANDER; NEW LISBON DEVELOPMEN-
TAL CENTER; STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 03/21/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/27/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Twenty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred One and
65/100*** $329,501.65.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 124 SOUTH
AVENUE, FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023-
1553.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 1, BLOCK 80 on the
official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of FANWOOD.

Dimensions: 42.68 FEET X 123.46 FEET X 50
FEET X 116.68 FEET X 15.80 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: FIFTH STREET
For sale information, please visit Auction.com

at www.auction.com or call (800) 280-2832
Website is not affiliated with Sheriff’s office.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Thirty-Eight
Thousand One Hundred One and 79/100***
$338,101.79 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 02/22, 03/01, 03/08
& 03/15/18 Fee: $206.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000077

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-009025-17

Plaintiff: CAPITAL ONE, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: ROBERT M. KATZ; AND CAROL

LEE KATZ, HIS WIFE; NICHOLAS LAGANELLA;
PARAMUS ASSOCIATES, LP; CURUO SCRAP
METAL; INC.; AND MICHAEL CURCIO

Sale Date: 03/07/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/07/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-Four Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty-One
and 45/100*** $554,761.45.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Town of Westfield, County of Union, State of
New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 821
Bradford Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

TAX LOT # 31, BLOCK # 503.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Birch Avenue.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 124 X 125.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and

assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty-Eight Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Seventy-Eight and 13/100***
$568,878.13 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 02/08, 02/15, 02/22
& 03/01/18 Fee: $189.72

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 2/27/18, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Maintenance Beam Guide Rail and Attenuator Repair Contract, North - 2018, Various
Locations in the Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union
and Warren-Including and North of Route 57; 100% State; DP No: 18434

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.
127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe,
follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 2/8/18, 2/15/18 and 2/22/18, The Leader Fee: $168.30

Editor, School Security
 Do you think that maybe one of your reporters could put an article

together on school security in all of our towns? I think given the conversa-
tions going on on social media there is probably a lot of misinformation out
there.

A Concerned Parent
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