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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thrasonical – Boastful or bragging
2. Castanea – A genus of the common

chestnut tree
3. Excortication – Stripping off bark
4. Tourbillion – A whirlwind; a fire-

work that rises with a spiral motion

IMPORTUOUS
1. Of pressing value; important
2. Without a port or harbor
3. Pertaining to goods being brought

into a country
4. Seizing an opportunity; responding

correctly at the right time
MISE

1. The staging of a play, including the
setting, arrangement of actors, etc.

2. A slender dagger used in the Middle
Ages

3. Mean; nasty
4. In Old English law, an issue to be

tried
PERRY

1. Grayish blue
2. Jewelry; precious stones
3. The fermented juice of pears
4. A midieval catapult for hurling stones

SAXICOLINE
1. Hollowing out rocks, as some mol-

lusks
2. A word, phrase, idiom, etc. of En-

glish or Anglo-Saxon origin
3. A string of pearls
4. Living or growing among the rocks

Enough is Enough
Do you finally want to make a

difference and do more than offer
prayers for the families and hope for
the future? In November and for ev-
ery November after that, until the gun
sales lobby no longer has their way,
only vote for office-seekers who sup-
port much stricter background checks
and a ban on military-style weapons.

Enough is enough.
Robert Chironna

Westfield

When Will Congress
Stop Bowing to NRA?
In my opinion, the Congressional

do-nothings who bow to the NRA are
directly to blame for the continuing
gun violence that plagues our once-
civilized nation. Until courageous
people take control of the Congres-
sional agenda from the hands of
enablers like Paul Ryan and Mitch
McConnell, no meaningful steps will
be taken to protect American citizens
from their predators who can legally
purchase a semi-automatic machine
gun thanks to Congress.

The GOP’s answer to the Florida
shooting has been to fly flags at half
mast, take a deep breath and gather
facts, offer our thoughts and prayers,
say it is a mental health issue, and
otherwise DO NOTHING! When will
the citizens of this nation decide to
elect individuals with the will to stand
up to the gun lobby? Hopefully be-
fore we are all blown away in a hail of
gunfire.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Lance, Gottheimer Meet with IRS on
SALT Prepayments

For Whom The Bell Tolls

Westfield Town Council Complete
Information and Transparency

News Media,
Child Abuse

The news media, child abuse what
else would you call it? These venom-
ous people are salivating to get these
defenseless children to re-live the
horrific execution of their fellow stu-
dents and friends.

What a sadistic mind you must
have. There are no redeeming values
to such interviews but your self-grati-
fication. Now stepping back for an
overview of this deadly event, why is
it necessary to show screaming chil-
dren running for their life and further
airing videos of children being mowed
down. How do you sleep at night?

To all of good conscience, let us
respond in unison to this news media
exploitation of our children who put
on a loop 24/7 the vision of these
precious children dying.

The news should be reported with
facts, but graphic and violent scenarios
need not be necessary to present the
news. And to you, the politicians who
use the loss of our precious children to
promote a political statement, shame
on you, you should burn in hell.

With apologies to none.
Walter Sosnosky

Kenilworth

Dear Leader Staff: I would venture
to say that you, as I, have noticed the
abundance of ads on TV, in newspa-
pers or on the Internet surrounding
the weekend sales in celebration of a
couple, a few or many of our past
presidents. The questions is: who’s
correct when it comes to expressing
“the target of the day?”

When I read your editorial
headline...“Presidents’ Day Can Give
Us Insight...” on page 4 of the Febru-
ary 15, 2018 edition, I took issue with
your decision to make “Presidents”
possessive. Since this holiday is
merely a celebration of presidents,
what is it that the presidents own?
The day is set aside to pay tribute to or
honor one or more presidents, and not
to anything they possess. The “presi-
dents” don’t own the day. I’ve no-
ticed that there are many savvy adver-
tisers who do get it right... i.e. “Presi-
dents Day Sale.” Then, too, there are
those who insist on printing
“President’s Day Sale.”

Moving down the page, with pos-
sessives still in mind, your next head-
line reads: “Raising Part-time Offi-
cials Salary to $69,000...” Here I be-
lieve the apostrophe along with agree-
ment is missing. Don’t you think, in
light of the editorial text, it should
read: “Raising Part-time Officials’

Salaries to...”?
Reflecting upon our just past Feb-

ruary 14th holiday, some adverts
should have been expressed as
“Happy Valentines Day” – not
“Valentine’s Day.” No possessiveness
there either.

Sorry if this seems to be nit-pick-
ing. As a past PR writer and script
editor for educational television, I
just couldn’t resist reaching out to
you.

In any case, ...what say you? With
Best Regards,

The Clockmeister and Towne Bell
Hop

Jack Panosh
Westfield

———————
Editor’s note: Thank you, Mr.

Panosh, for doing more than ringing
the Towne Bell.

Our editor checked the American
Heritage Dictionary for the Presi-
dents Day reference at the time the
editorial was written. It listed Presi-
dents’ Day spelled like we had it,
although we understand your point.
The dictionary lists Valentine’s Day
this way as the preferred spelling
(because it is named for St. Valen-
tine) although valentines also is cor-
rect. Oh well, just adding our two
cents...

Last week at the [Westfield] Town
Council meeting, I inquired about
the selection process of the new town
attorneys. In the February 8 edition
of The Westfield Leader, it was re-
ported that “a group of about 50
residents, mostly with a law back-
ground, served on an independent
review committee that reviewed the
proposals that were submitted to the
town and then recommended the ap-
pointment of the municipal prosecu-
tor and the public defender.”

Mayor Brindle quickly corrected
what was reported in The Leader and
said that it was not a group of 50 but
rather a group of about 15. An un-
elected group of nine names were
then released for the Thursday edi-
tion of The Leader. So, which is it?
Fifty? Fifteen? Nine?

I think what’s most important is
how were these individuals selected?
Who else was considered for the po-
sitions? Where and when did this
committee meet? How was the com-
mittee selected? Was the entire coun-
cil consulted? Or was it partisan?
Where are the minutes to this meet-
ing?

We can all agree transparency is
important. However, complete infor-
mation on this process has been more
difficult to obtain than I had expected;
I am hopeful the delay is a simple
matter of time. I appreciate the partial
release of information to The Leader
and look forward to a complete re-
lease soon.

Terry Quinn
Westfield

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S.
Representatives Leonard Lance (NJ-
07) and Josh Gottheimer (NJ-05)
hosted a meeting on Capitol Hill
Thursday with Acting IRS Commis-
sioner David J. Kautter. The IRS pre-
viously issued a ruling stating it would
allow the deductibility of 2018 prop-
erty taxes paid in 2017 only if the
property taxes had been assessed in
2017. Congressmen Lance and
Gottheimer urged that the deduction
should be expanded to include all
2018 property taxes paid in 2017,
regardless of the date of assessment.

“Our meeting was productive. Over
$300 million in property-tax prepay-
ments were made by my constituents
in late 2017 and I will continue to
make the case that all 2018 property-
tax prepayments be fully deductible
on 2017 tax returns. These payments
were made in good faith and some
payments were made before the IRS
issued its unfair ruling. I also raised
the important issue of comity between
federal and state governments. The
day the IRS issued its ruling, Gover-
nor Christie issued an executive or-
der directing municipalities to accept
property-tax prepayments for all of
2018. I gave the Commissioner a
copy of Governor Christie’s execu-
tive order to review,” said Mr. Lance,
who was the first lawmaker to ad-
dress the prepayment issue.

“New Jersey needs lower taxes for
residents and for businesses of all sizes,
especially after Tax Hike Bill gutted
the State and Local Tax Deduction.
Today, Rep. Leonard Lance and I sent
the IRS Commissioner a clear, biparti-
san message: don’t change the rules
mid-game on New Jersey taxpayers.
Allow the full deduction of all 2018
property-tax prepayments. While I was
encouraged by today’s meeting, I will
continue to hold the IRS’ feet to the
fire and fight for tax relief for North
Jersey,” said Congressman Gottheimer
(NJ-5).

Earlier this year, Congressman
Lance wrote to Mr. Kautter and re-
quested the Agency reconsider IRS
Advisory IR-2017-210 issued on
December 27, 2017 regarding the tax
deductibility of prepaid state and lo-
cal property taxes. That ruling stated
the IRS would allow the deductibility
of 2018 property taxes paid in 2017
only if the property taxes had been
assessed in 2017. Congressman Lance

suggested the deduction should be
expanded to all 2018 property taxes
regardless of the date of assessment
and introduced H.R. 4803, which
would mandate it. Congressman
Gottheimer is a cosponsor of H.R.
4803.

President Trump signed the Tax
Act into law on December 22, 2017.
The law clearly prohibits individuals
from deducting the prepayment of
future state and local income taxes,
but does not mention whether or not
the prepayment of state and local
property taxes would be deductible.
This led many individuals to prepay
their entire 2018 property-tax liabil-
ity prior to the issuance of the IRS
Advisory, believing that it would be
deductible on their 2017 tax returns.
Governor Christie issued an execu-
tive order on December 27, 2017,
mandating that all municipalities in
the state accept the prepayment of
property taxes for the entirety of 2018.
This action caused many more New
Jersey residents to prepay their 2018
property-tax bill than would other-
wise have been the case.

“I will continue to seek either a
bipartisan legislative solution or an
IRS ruling fixing this problem. I thank
Commissioner Kautter for his time
and interest. I will continue to press
the issue in Congress and with the
IRS,” concluded Mr. Lance.

Community Programs Help Forge
Police-Public Partnerships

The role of police officers within their communi-
ties, whether large cities or small towns, is pivotal
and manifold. Beyond their primary function of
protecting the public, their duties enable them to
serve as educators, mentors and role models for
youth, resources for addressing municipal con-
cerns, and as confidantes for those at risk or seek-
ing direction in bettering their lives.

For these reasons, it is highly beneficial for
police and the public alike to have regular oppor-
tunities to interact with each other in ways that
build positive connections, enable an exchange of
ideas and strengthen communities as a whole.

Several such unifying efforts already have been
implemented in towns within our readership area,
which we believe are key to forging these all-
important ties between police and the citizens they
serve.

Following a series of other successful programs
with this purpose, the Cranford Police Department
recently established a Community Policing Unit
within the department that promotes a partnership
between police and residents in solving problems
and addressing community issues.

Among the activities of this unit  is “Coffee with
a Cop,” a program that also incorporates the local
business community. In a casual atmosphere, resi-
dents are invited to chat with officers over coffee at
township establishments, ask questions and voice

their concerns. For information about the Commu-
nity Policing Unit, visit cranfordnj.org/police-de-
partment and click on Community Policing Unit.

For more than 30 years, annual National Night
Out events have provided opportunities for the
public to get acquainted with police officers and
other emergency responders in their hometowns
and to gain valuable information while also en-
joying recreational activities. Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Clark are among
area participants in this popular program, while
the Mountainside Police Department has taken
part in the National Night Out observance orga-
nized in Springfield by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Rounding out such programs are, of course,
those that form bonds specifically between police
and youth in their communities. Among them are
municipal PAL chapters, through which police
and youngsters have opportunities to engage with
one another through sports. Additionally, school
resource officers within our local districts have
been performing important functions ranging from
peer mediation to drug awareness to enhancing
security.

We laud all of these programs and hope to see them
continue and grow, as the lines of communication
and trust between police and the public represent
one of the most vital aspects of community life.

Al Faella Has Served County Well
As Manager, Department Head

The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
last week honored a local resident for his efforts as
he retires as a long-time Union County employee. Al
Faella is retiring after more than six years as county
manager. This follows the retirement of long-time
human services director Frank Guzzo of Fanwood
last summer.

Mr. Faella, of Mountainside, a native of Elizabeth,
is the 11th person to serve as manager over 2,700
county employees. He was never one to seek public-
ity for himself, but rather followed the directives and
policies set by the freeholder board.

He has 25 years of government experience, in-
cluding 16 years with the county. Prior to being
county manager he was director of the then Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Renewal, and previ-
ously served as economic development director,
information technologies director and also com-
munity development director. Prior to his years
with the county, he led the neighborhood services
division for the City of Elizabeth in the 1990s. He
also helped in planning for the creation of the

Jersey Gardens Mall in Elizabeth, the state’s larg-
est outlet mall. Mr. Faella is a former All-County
baseball player from St. Mary’s High School in
Elizabeth. As a parting gift he was given a baseball
signed by Rich “Goose” Gossage, the closer for his
favorite team, the New York Yankees, in the 1970s
and 1980s.

The county is not only losing a highly qualified
employee, but someone who has worked hard for the
residents of Union County. We wish Al a happy
retirement as he has earned it.

We expect that new manager Ed Oatman will have
large shoes to fill. Mr. Oatman begins his new job
Thursday, March 1, just as the county begins to
review the county budget prepared by Mr. Faella.

We welcome Mr. Oatman, who previously served
as chief of staff for Senator Nicolas Scutari (D-22nd,
Linden) and Assemblyman James Kennedy (D-22nd,
Rahway), to county government and hope that he
will reach across political lines in communicating
with elected officials at the federal, state and munici-
pal levels.
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‘Brother, Can You
Spare a Dime?’

Great Depression, 1932


