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Lance: Lift Fed Ban on
Gun Violence Research

Jois Calls Out Lance on
Votes on Gun Violence Bills
SUMMIT – New Jersey 7th Con-

gressional District Democratic can-
didate Goutam Jois of Summit has
called out Congressman Leonard
Lance’s votes on gun violence.

“Congressman Lance jumped on
the gun safety bandwagon today and
said the Centers for Disease Control
should study gun violence, yet he has
repeatedly blocked legislation that
would allow just that, and he refuses
to co-sponsor legislation languishing
in his own subcommittee to achieve
that goal,” Mr. Jois said. “Congress-
man Lance is a hypocrite. If he be-
lieves what he said, he should spare
us the cheap talk, stop his obstruc-
tion, and take real action by co-spon-
soring the pending Gun Violence
Research Acts today. Otherwise, he
will have shown yet again that he’ll
say what is politically convenient
without following it up with leader-
ship or action.”

H.R. 1478, the Gun Violence Re-
search Act, has 122 co-sponsors and
would eliminate the prohibition on
the Department of Health and Human
Services using federal funds to advo-
cate or promote gun control. H.R.
4573, the Gun Violence Research Act
of 2017, has 27 co-sponsors and would
clarify that the Dickey Amendment
does not prevent the use of funds for
research on mental health, gun vio-
lence, and how they intersect, and to
provide for reporting on the effects of
gun violence.

According to Mr. Jois’ press re-
lease, in February, 2016, Mr. Lance
voted against designating gun vio-
lence research a priority for the Na-

tional Science Foundation (H.R.
3293), voted to block consideration
of a bill that would lift a ban on
allowing the CDC to research the
causes of gun violence to research the
causes of gun violence (H.R. 609)
and repeatedly voted to block consid-
eration of the Gun Violence Research
Act (H.R, 595 and H.R. 611).

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th) said
it is time to end a 22-year restriction
that forbids the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) from
studying the links between mental
health and gun violence.

“By removing restrictions that pre-
vent the federal government from
studying mental health issues that lead
to gun violence, Congress could have
a clearer picture of what effective
policies and solutions might be taken
to stem the tide of violence,” Mr.
Lance said.

Appearing before the House En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, U.S.
Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices Alex Azar said last Thursday

that he would allow his department to
conduct research into the causes of gun
violence. Mr. Lance is a member of the
committee and attended the hearing.

“I agree with Secretary Azar — it’s
time to permit the CDC to study gun
violence as a public health problem,”
Mr. Lance said.

As part of an overall effort to curb
gun violence, Mr. Lance introduced
legislation signed into law by Presi-
dent Barack Obama aimed at expand-
ing access to mental health services
throughout the country. The Excel-
lence in Mental Health Act is provid-
ing additional federal funding for
community mental health centers to
serve an additional 1.5 million pa-
tients annually.

Airport Workers Union
Presses for Better Wages

JFK, LaGuardia and Newark airport
workers continued to press the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey
commissioners on Thursday for “a bet-
ter wage and benefits plan” as they said
the agency promised them in 2014.

“But they have failed to make good
on their promises and workers are
tired of waiting and seeing their fami-
lies suffer as they struggle to get by on
minimum wage and with no meaning-
ful benefits,” according to a press
release from Service Employees
International.The workers include
wheelchair attendants, terminal and
airplane cleaners, baggage handlers
and security officers.

Meeting Tonight on
Plan for Downtown

CRANFORD — There will be a
presentation at the Community Cen-
ter tonight at 7 p.m. for the downtown
management strategic plan for the
downtown. The plan includes four-
story-high buildings and parking ga-
rages. This plan is included on page
37 of the North Avenue Redevelop-
ment Study.

Scotch Plains Ranks In
Top 100 Safest

New Jersey  Cities
SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch

Plains ranks 47th among the safest
cities in New Jersey according to a
recent report published by the Na-
tional Council for Home Safety and
Security, a trade association of secu-
rity professionals that advocates for
safe communities and home safety.

“I am extremely proud of the work
that the men and women of the Scotch
Plains Police Department have done
in making the Township of Scotch
Plains the 47th Safest City in New
Jersey according to the National
Council for Home Safety and Secu-
rity,” said Scotch Plains Township
Police Chief Ted Conley. “We strive
each and every day to make Scotch
Plains an extremely safe environment
for our residents and visitors to our
town. Hopefully we can achieve an
even higher ranking in the years to
come.”

Scotch Plains is the third highest
ranked town in Union County and
one of only six Union County towns
to make the top 100.

“Scotch Plains is a great place to
raise a family because of the dedi-
cated and hard-working men and
women of our police department,”
Mayor Al Smith said. “I congratulate
Chief Conley and the entire police
department for this prestigious rank-
ing. On behalf of the entire Town
Council and the citizens of Scotch
Plains, I thank the police department
for its service to our community.”

To identify the safest cities in New
Jersey, the National Council for Home
Safety and Security reviewed the most
recent FBI Uniform Crime Report
statistics along with their own popu-
lation data and internal research. They
rated New Jersey cities with popula-
tions greater than 10,000 for violent
crimes per 1,000 residents and prop-
erty crimes per 1,000 residents.

Bramnick: Lawmakers
United Against Drilling

TRENTON — Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) last week commended the
Assembly’s bipartisan unity in op-
posing oil and gas drilling off New
Jersey’s coast. The Shore-protection
resolution was overwhelmingly ap-
proved with a 71-to-2 vote.

“This is a clear message to those
who want to do offshore drilling at
our New Jersey shore,” Mr. Bramnick
said. “Our voice is unified and strong.
We stand together, we oppose it, it is
simply wrong and as we all know the
Jersey Shore is sacred ground. This is
a very special place.”

Coleman Comments on
Russian Indictments

PROUD TO BE IRISH...Union County Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados, right, Vice-Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski, second  from left,and Freeholder Alexander Mirabella, left, last Thursday presented resolutions to the 2018 Union
County St. Patrick’s Day Parade Grand Marshal John McPartlan, General Chairwoman Kathleen M. Holmes and Parade
Adjutant Pam Joyce congratulating them on the 22nd annual parade. The 2018 Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade steps
off at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 10, on Morris Avenue in Union.

Union County Community Garden Grants
Applications Due Friday, March 16

COUNTY – The Union County
Means Green Community Garden
Grants program is now accepting ap-
plications for grants to start a com-
munity garden, or to expand or im-
prove an existing community garden.

The program is funded by the Free-
holder Board with the goal of en-
abling more county residents to expe-
rience the benefits of growing fresh
produce in their neighborhoods. It is
part of Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados’s “Union County Plant a
Seed” educational and individual
empowerment initiative for 2018.

The grants include pre-budgeted
$1,250 all-in-one packages for start-
ing new gardens, $500 block grants
for expanding or improving gardens
(including the purchase of equipment
and supplies), and Garden Innova-
tions grants for pollinator, hydroponic
and high tunnel gardens.

“The pre-budgeted grant packages
have been especially popular because
they take all the guesswork out of
ordering supplies, coordinating de-
liveries and setting up new beds,”
Freeholder Granados said. “This year
we are expanding the program to in-
clude raised beds, Earth Boxes and
specially designed waste-high beds,
to help make gardening more acces-
sible for young children, seniors and
persons with disabilities.”

Funding from the Union County
Means Green Community Garden
Grants program is available to non-
profit organizations with 501(c)(3)

tax exempt status, and to municipal
entities including public libraries,
senior centers and community cen-
ters. Other volunteer groups and civic
organizations are welcome to apply
for a grant, but they must designate a
municipal or 501(c)(3) organization
to receive the funds. The grant part-
ner will accept the award on behalf of
the garden and ensure that the funds
are disbursed in accordance with the

grant guidelines.
Applications are due by 5 p.m. on

Friday, March 16. Union County will
notify grant recipients on or about
Friday, March 23.

For more details and a
downloadable application form, visit
Union County at ucnj.org/ garden-
grants, or contact Groundwork Eliza-
beth, (908) 289-0262 or
info@groundworkelizabeth.org.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th, Trenton) issued the follow-
ing statement in response to the an-
nouncement by the office of Special
Counsel Robert Mueller of indict-
ments of Russian businesses and na-
tionals for a criminal conspiracy to
interfere with the 2016 Presidential
election:

“Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s
indictments are the latest indication
that the very fabric of our democ-
racy was attacked and the American
people collectively are victims of
criminal acts.

While our fundamental democratic
principles have been under direct
attack predating the 2016 elections,
President Trump and Congressional
Republicans have undermined, ob-
scured, and ignored these crimes to

the detriment of transparency and
justice. This is not a partisan game.
This is not fake news. These indict-
ments outline the Russians heavily
funded and coordinated efforts to
put Donald Trump in the White
House.

“The Special Counsel’s investi-
gation is still ongoing and there is
much to learned in order to re-se-
cure our democracy. Every Ameri-
can should support Robert Mueller’s
independence and ability to com-
plete his investigation and prevent
the President from interfering with
that work.”

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS


