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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Salmon Drops Out of 7th Race;
Endorses Malinowski

The list of Democatic candidates
seeking to take on five-term Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R) contin-
ues to dwindle. Last week Scott
Salmon of Scotch Plains announced
he was pulling out of a race that just
two weeks ago featured seven candi-
dates. Like Lisa Mandelblatt of
Westfield, who suddenly ended her
bid earlier this month, Mr. Salmon
also has endorsed Tom Malinowski
of Rocky Hill in Somerset County for
the party’s nomination to take on Mr.
Lance.

The remaining candidates are Mr.
Malinowski, Linda Weber of Berke-
ley Heights, David Pringle of
Cranford, Goutam Jois of Summit,
and Peter Jacobs of Summit.

Republican Lindsay Brown of Clark
is challenging Mr. Lance in the GOP
Primary Election.

Bill Would Allow Change to
County Bd. of Commissioners
Senator Joseph Pennacchio (R-26th,

Montville) has reintroduced a bill that
would allow county governments to
change from boards of freeholders to
boards of county commissioners.

The legislation dates to 2011 but
the current version of the bill has
never made it out of committee. S-
968 has been referred to the Senate
Community and Urban Affairs Com-
mittee. Similar legislation
waspreviously sponsored by than As-
sembly members Elease Evans and
Charles Mainor, both Democrats, but
that legislation stated that the term free-
holder was “insensitive to the historical
connotations of the term, which was
sometimes used to denote white, male
owners of land unencumbered by bur-
densome obligations to a superior land-
lord in the American Colonies.”

That bill also never made it out of
committee. The Republican version
would leave it up to each of New
Jersey’s 21 counties to make the
change themselves.

Ex-Jet Eric Mangold Ponders
Run For Congress In 11th Dist.
Insidernj.com has reported that

former New York Jets center Nick
Mangold, a Chatham resident, is con-
sidering a candidacy for the 11th Dis-
trict Congressional seat being vacated
by retiring Republican Congressman
Rodney Frelinghuysen. Among those
said to be considering running for the
seat are Assemblyman Anthony Bucco
(R-25th, Denville) and Kate Whitman
Annis of Morristown. Assemblyman

Jay Webber (R-26th, Morris Plains)
and Martin Hewitt are the only de-
clared GOP candidates with the FEC.

Former Philadelphia Eagles of-
fensive lineman Jon Runyan served
two terms in Congress from New
Jersey’s 3rd District before opting
not to seek another term in 2014.
That seat in now held by Congress-
man Tom MacArthur, a Republican.

Ex Speaker Prieto to Head
Sports & Expo. Authority

Former state Assembly Speaker
Vincent Prieto (D-32nd, Secaucus) has
been approved as president and CEO
of the New Jersey Sports and Exposi-
tion Authority, the agency that over-
sees the Meadowlands. Governor Phil
Murphy, recommended Mr. Prieto for
the job, which pays $225,000 a year,
according to a NJSEA press release.

He will resign his seat in the Gen-
eral Assembly and as well as his
position as Secaucus construction
code official.

“The board’s action taken today
continues the smooth transition that
began when the NJSEA merged with
the former New Jersey Meadowlands
Commission in 2015,” said Board
Chairman  Mike Ferguson. Mr.
Ferguson previously served as Re-
publican Congressman for the 7th
Congressonal District.
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Housing Plans On Tap
In Westfield, Scotch Plains

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: As part of our re-
gional coverage of high-density hous-
ing developments being discussed and
implemented in our coverage we will
be writing a weekly summary of legal
advertising in this newspaper.

Westfield
The Town Council last week in-

troduced nine ordinances per the
town’s compliance with New Jersey
affordable-housing mandates. They
set up overlay zones for two proper-
ties on Watterson Street and five
Central Avenue properties; North
Avenue East (15 lots, mostly in the
400 and 500 blocks) and South Av-
enue East (nine lots, six of which are
in the 300 block); South Avenue East,
Elmer Street South, and New Street
and a lot on the 300 block of Windsor
Avenue. Westfield will hold public
hearings on each of the ordinances
on Tuesday, March 13. Meetings
begin at 8 p.m.

These ordinances address overlays
in General Business Zones, Ross Place,
South Windsor Avenue and the Pan Am
Cleaners property on South Avenue.
Overlay zones require that affordable
housing be included in any multi-hous-
ing application within such zones at a
rate of 15 percent of the total units.

The Westfield Planning Board will
hold a public hearing on Monday,
March 5, at 6:30 p.m., in the Town
Council Chambers at the Westfield
Municipal Building to consider a pro-
posed Housing Plan Element and Fair
Share Plan and an amendment to the
Land Use Plan Element for adoption
as part of the town’s master plan. Fair
Share Housing Plans address afford-
able housing within a town.

The amendment would allow for
the construction of 130 total housing
units including 26 affordable-hous-
ing units within the RA-5A Multi-
Family Residence District.

Scotch Plains
The planning board will hold a pub-

lic hearing on Monday, March 12, at
7:30 p.m., to discuss and determine
whether the 63 properties in the phase
1  portion of the downtown study area
should be determined to be “an area in
need of redevelopment” under the
Local Redevelopment and Housing
Law. The public hearing will be held in
the Council Chambers of the munici-
pal building, 430 Park Avenue.

The 63 properties are along Park
Avenue, Bartle Avenue, East 2nd
Street, Front Street, Senger Place,
and Westfield Avenue. The report was
prepared by Harbor Consultants, Inc.
of Cranford.

YOUTH POLICE CADETS...The Summit Police Department will hold its 14th
summer youth police academy this summer. The program is designed to provide
area youth with the opportunity to gain an understanding of the role of the police
officer. Summit residents who have not participated in the program will be given
preference. Non-Summit residents will be placed on a waiting list. Registration
forms are available on the Summit website.

NJ Transit Names Corbett
As Next Executive Director

DWC Promotions
Panel Meets Today

WESTFIELD — The next Down-
town Westfield Corp. Promotions
Committee meeting will be held to-
day, February 22, from 8:45 a.m. to
10 a.m., in the DWC Conference
Room, 105 Elm Street, Lower Level.
A light breakfast and coffee will be
provided. The DWC is the manage-
ment entity for the Westfield special
improvement district.

Police Make Arrests In
Robbery and Burglary

WESTFIELD — Westfield Police
Chief David Wayman has reported
that on January 9 Westfield detec-
tives, along with detectives from the
Essex County Sheriff’s Office, re-
covered a Dodge Charger in Newark
that had been reported stolen from
Westfield earlier that day.

Two juvenile males were appre-
hended following a brief motor ve-
hicle pursuit in Newark and charged
with six counts of aggravated as-
sault as well as receiving stolen
property by the Essex County
Sheriff’s Office.

On February 7, after a one-
month-long investigation by the
Westfield Police Detective Bureau,
a search warrant involving a
Westfield juvenile was executed.
Based on the results of the search
warrant the juvenile was charged
with second degree robbery stem-
ming from a December 16 strong-
arm robbery that occurred on
Lawrence Avenue in Westfield.

The juvenile was additionally
charged with three counts of third
degree motor vehicle theft, three
counts of third degree burglary and
one count of third degree theft, all
related to incidents that occurred in
Westfield throughout December
2017 and January 2018.

Chief Wayman also reported that
on February 20, at approximately
1:10 a.m., police were conducting a
detail to increase patrol for motor
vehicle burglaries. During their pa-

trol the officers observed several
vehicles on Codding Road with their
interior dome lights lit, indicating
that a door was either open or ajar.
Upon further investigation they ob-
served the glove compartments and
center consoles of several vehicles
open with their contents strewn
about. At this time they began to
search the area for a suspect to the
vehicle burglaries.

The officers were able to locate an
individual on the 500 block of Edgar
Road, dressed in all black and hold-
ing a flashlight, who they observed
actively attempting to enter a garage
by pulling on the door.

At this time police said the suspect,
Michael Defazio, 33, of Westfield,
refused to comply with police and
fled on foot. Officers on scene appre-
hended Defazio after a foot pursuit.
At this time he continued to resist
arrest and refused to comply with
police officers.

Defazio was charged with four
counts of third degree burglary, one
count of third degree theft, one count
of fourth degree credit card theft, one
count of fourth degree resisting ar-
rest, and two counts of disorderly
persons theft.

Police recovered proceeds from
these motor vehicle burglaries and
encourage residents to call police
if they believe they may have been
a victim of a motor vehicle bur-
glary that they have not yet re-
ported.

NEWARK – In a unanimous vote
on February 14, the NJ Transit Board
of Directors approved Kevin Corbett
as the next executive director of the
agency during the regularly sched-
uled Board of Directors meeting. He
previously served as vice-president
of cross services at AECOM, a trans-
portation and infrastructure com-
pany.

“Kevin is taking on one of the
toughest jobs in New Jersey – turn-
ing NJ Transit around and restoring
it as a world-class transportation
agency that our commuters can rely
on. Every New Jerseyan who takes
the train or bus every day, and the
thousands of employees who show
up for work, deserves visionary lead-
ership committed to getting this sys-
tem right. Kevin’s confirmation sig-
nals that we have begun the difficult
process of rebuilding NJ Transit and,
in time, regaining commuters’ trust
in the system,” Governor Phil
Murphy said.

Mr. Corbett currently serves on the

executive committee of the Regional
Plan Association (RPA) and is co-
chair of its Transportation Commit-
tee. He also serves on the board of the
Maritime Association of the Port of
New York and New Jersey (Presi-
dent), Tri-State Transportation Cam-
paign and as chairman of the New
York League of Conservation Voters.

He is a graduate of Georgetown
University and serves as a Blue and
Gold Officer for the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy.

Racoon In Mtsd. Tests
Positive for Rabies

MOUNTAINSIDE — A racoon
that was found in the vicinity of Wood
Valley Road in Mountainside has
tested positive for rabies, according
to the Mountainside Police.

 Anyone coming in contact with
racoons or other free roaming ani-
mals, including cats, in this vicinity
should be aware of the risk of rabies,
should immediately report any expo-
sure or bite from wild animals to the
Mountainside Police Department at
(908) 232-8100 and should consult
with a physician for rabies prophy-
laxis. The public also should be aware
of possible exposure to any pets kept
outdoors.

“It is imperative to report any con-
tact with aggressive racoons in the
last week. Keep domesticated cats
indoors and fully vaccinate all pets
for rabies,” according to the press
release from police.

General rabies prevention infor-
mation can be found at state.nj.us/
hea l th / cd / r ab i e s /documen t s /
rabiesbrochure.pdf
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Join us for this opportunity to meet, to learn, to discuss, to laugh.

Proudly presenting Keynote Speaker Pamela Schuller, 

Internationally Known Disability Advocate and Stand-up Comedian 

Featuring Special Needs Breakout Sessions: 
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For full details, please visit www.jccnj.org.  

Registration suggested at www.jccnj.org.  
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