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Freeholders Honor Retiring
Mgr., Long-Time Employee

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday said
goodbye to retiring County Manager
Al Faella and Kathleen Villaggio of
Garwood, who most recently served
as director of financial controls in the
parks and recreation department.

The board also passed a resolution
to award a total of $500,000 in Level
the Playing Field grants for all 21
towns in the county. The grant is de-
signed to assist in meeting the needs of
the special-needs populations at mu-
nicipal operated parks.

Garwood Councilman Marc
Lazarow, a special-ed teacher in
Westfield, said the borough will use
the money as part of Garwood’s ef-
forts to revitalize Hartman Park and to
“make that park much more inclusive”
for its residents.

Another $35,000 was awarded to
the Union County Baseball Associa-
tion to assist in the operation of the
2018 youth baseball programs. Fund-
ing is through the county’s Kids Rec-
reation Trust Fund.

The board also passed a resolution
supporting the efforts of the group Com-
plete George and the New York City
Council in urging the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey to widen the
pathways on the George Washington
Bridge as part of the agency’s $1.9-
billion restoration project.

Neil Weissman of Manhattan, rep-
resenting Complete George, said wid-
ening the pathways would provide
additional capacity for 20,000 daily
commuters. He also said the window
for another rail tunnel is quickly clos-
ing. He said the closing of tunnels into
the city would force thousands of cars
onto roadways, pushing Manhattan
into gridlock and backing up New
Jersey traffic 25 miles.

“Cycling is the low-cost option for
expanding the transit authority,” Mr.
Weissman said in testimony he gave to
the Port Authority.

At the start of the meeting, the board
presented resolutions to the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade Committee for
its annual event to be held Saturday,
March 10, in Union, starting at 1 p.m.;
to the staff and students at the Voca-
tional-Technical High Schools in rec-
ognition of National Career and Tech-
nical Education Month in Union
County, and to designate the week of
February 17 to 24 as National FFA
(Future Farmers of America) Week in
the county.

During Freeholder comments, in
response to the high school mass shoot-
ing last week in Parkland, Fla. that
killed 17, Freeholder Bruce Bergen
called for a ban on the AR-15 semi-
automatic weapon. He said the weapon
was banned in the United States under
a previous assault-weapon ban, “which
was allowed to lapse (by Congress) in
2004.” He said the style of weapon
was used in mass shootings in
Newtown, Conn., Aurora, Colo., and
Orlando, Fla.

“This weapon has got to be taken
out of the hands of our citizens,” Mr.
Bergen said.

Freeholder Linda Carter added, “We
need to work diligently to get the guns
out of the wrong hands...that they do
not belong (in).”

Freeholder Angel Estrada com-
mented, “I only ask myself, how many
times must this happen before we take
action?”

“Unfortunately, our nation consis-
tently talks, but (the result is) no ac-
tion,” he said.

The board has moved its Thursday,
March 1, agenda setting meeting to
Thursday, March 8. The meeting will
be held prior to the regular meeting.
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SAP TO SYRUP...The Trailside Nature and Science Center held a family
program on Monday entitled The Journey of Sap to Syrup. Part of the program
included a field walk to learn how to identify the sugar maple tree, observe a
working tap, and taste the sap from a tapped sugar maple. Prior to the walk,
children volunteered to measure the diameter of trees to help them understand
how big a tree needs to be to determine the number of taps can be used to drain the
sap. The program also included a presentation about making maple syrup, how it
was discovered, and a taste test of different syrups.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WINTER WONDERLAND...Saturday night's fast-moving storm dumped sev-
eral inches of snow before melting under sunny skies and warmer temperatures on
Sunday, but not before kids got in some snowboarding time.
.
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Non-Profit
their own people in Congress were shot
— they did nothing...I don’t know what
it takes for them to consider this issue. I
think we have a prime example that
money talks and our legislature is much
more interested in money for their re-
election than money for their constitu-
ents,” Ms. Mitchell said.

Mr. Kranz urged legislators to review
gun laws, the gun purchasing system, the
mental health system, and the law en-
forcement system.

Mr. Kranz said the Fanwood and
Scotch Plains police chiefs also reas-
sured him that they are “doing their
absolute best to make sure our kids are
safe” in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood pub-
lic schools.

“Because we don’t expect anything to
happen with gun control we are now
expecting to harden our school
system...where does this end? Do we
start outfitting children with bulletproof
vests?” said Council President Jack
Molenaar, who sat in for Mayor Colleen
Mahr, who was absent.

He called it the “militarizing of
schools.”

“I hope we don’t go that way,” Mr.
Molenaar said.

Councilwoman Erin McElroy-Barker
invited residents to attend tonight’s 8
p.m. board of education meeting to ask
questions about any concerns they may
have regarding school safety.

Mr. Molenaar also said he was in
favor of legalizing the sale of mari-
juana, a move he said Governor Murphy
supports.

Councilman Anthony Carter asked
voting committee members to cast their
vote in support of Mayor Mahr for Union
County Democratic Committee chair-
woman at the voting convention at the
Gran Centurions in Clark, which was
scheduled for 6 p.m. last night after this
newspaper’s press deadline.

In other business, the council passed
a resolution to submit a request for
proposals for planning services to study
the Old South Avenue corridor. The
council approved 10 appointments to
various boards and commissions. The
Length of Service Awards Program
(LOSAP) was approved for qualifying
members of the Fanwood Fire Depart-
ment and the Fanwood Rescue Squad.
LOSAPs are pension-like programs
intended to help recruit and retain vol-
unteer firefighters and volunteer ambu-
lance squad members. They were cre-
ated through state legislation signed
into law in January of 1998.

In an engineer’s report, Mr. Molenaar
said the utility work is finishing up on
North Avenue, which will then be paved
in the spring of this year.

The pedestrian sidewalk on Madison
Avenue will go into construction this
spring as well. The roadway at Paterson
Avenue is to be reconstructed between
Terrill Road and Martine Avenue.

Mr. Molenaar announced that Sun-
day, July 8, is the date for the second
annual FanJam.

At the conclusion of the meeting, the
council met for an executive session to
discuss negotiations.

as elsewhere. The new law will permit
downtown businesses to put out free-
standing A-frame signs on the sidewalk
in front of their establishments as well
as allow the hanging of perpendicular
signs that stick out from the front of
their building above the sidewalk. The
ordinance does not include any lan-
guage regarding LED signs, which will
be addressed separately.

The council will switch the twice-
yearly sewer utility payments to just
once a year in September. Two weeks
ago, Mr. Mirabella urged such a change,
citing the costs involved in mailing out
bills to property owners for the second
payment and further mailing expenses
for delinquent notices. As he did two
weeks ago, Councilman John Del Sordi,
Jr. wondered if the sewer payment date
could somehow be aligned with the due
dates for property-tax payments. Chief
Financial Officer Ted Georgiou said pro-
cessing property-tax and sewer utility
payments simultaneously could prove
to be cumbersome for his staff, but offi-
cials will look into the possibility.

The council also passed a resolution
changing the name of the former Terry-
Lou Zoo property to Frazee House Park.
The six-acre lot, which has been a mu-
nicipal property since the late 1990s,
contains the Revolutionary War-era
Frazee House that is set to be refurbished
by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club. After sitting unused for years, and
serving as a dumping site for debris from
Hurricane Sandy in 2012, the property is
now the site of the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood community garden, and a series of
gravel walking paths also wind their way
through the property, which is envisioned
to be a passive park.

At Tuesday’s meeting, former town-
ship manager Thomas Atkins said the
Terry-Lou name also should be incor-
porated into the name of the park. The
council decided to let the recreation
commission address the request and

Plains, for improvements to the loop
playground in Mountainside, and for
the new golf clubhouse at the Ash Brook
Golf Course. Another $295,000 is bud-
geted for a We Are One New Jersey
Advocacy and Naturalization Center
for immigrants.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen, who is
chairing the fiscal affairs committee
this year, said the public is invited to
attend upcoming budget hearings with
department heads scheduled for Tues-
days, March 6 and 13, at the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
board meeting room in Scotch Plains
and the Galloping Hill Golf Course
Clubhouse, respectively, and on Thurs-
day, March 15, in the Freeholders Meet-
ing Room at the county administration
building in Elizabeth. All meetings be-
gin at 5 p.m. and no public comments
will be permitted as these are standing
freeholder committee meetings.
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Increased Security
report back to the governing body with
any recommendations.

At the start of the meeting, the coun-
cil honored two retiring police depart-
ment officials. Lieutenant Beverly Peal,
who joined the department in 1993, and
K-9 Officer Brian Cheney, who started
in 1995, were recognized with resolu-
tions saluting their service. David Smith
was then officially promoted to the rank
of lieutenant, while Brian Hayeck was
promoted to sergeant. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Police Athletic League
also presented a $1,000 check to the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad. Mayor
Alexander Smith read a proclamation
honoring 99-year-old township resi-
dent Malcolm Nettingham, a member
of the World War II Tuskegee Airmen,
for his “selfless dedication to his coun-
try and to Scotch Plains.”

SP-F BOE OK’s Calendar
For 2018-2019 School Year

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education mem-
bers last Thursday unanimously ap-
proved the 2018-2019 school calen-
dar.

According to the calendar, that was
originally distributed in January, the
first day of school for the 2018-2019
school year is set for Wednesday, Sep-
tember 5. The last day of school is
scheduled for Thursday, June 20, 2019.

It was reported that built into the
calendar are three emergency closing
days for weather or other emergen-
cies. It also was noted that if more than
three days are needed, then school
closings from the February break of
2019 would be taken first.

In addition, board members unani-
mously voted to change the first board
meeting in March from its originally
slated Tuesday, March 13, to Monday,
March 19, to properly prepare the
school budget. It was reported that
Governor Phil Murphy is not releasing

numbers for state aid until March 13.
Also, board members approved a

field trip of approximately 92 high-
school choir students to Carnegie Hall
in New York City to hear a choral
performance by Eric Whitacre on Sun-
day, April 8. It was reported that Mr.
Whitacre is one of the leading contem-
porary choral composers. It also was
noted that he is very popular among
high-school-age students.

In other business, it was noted that
March is dedicated as Youth Art Month.
It was said that art education develops
students’ creative, problem-solving and
critical-thinking abilities. It also was
noted that art is believed to give stu-
dents a deeper understanding of multi-
cultural values and beliefs.

It additionally was announced that
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s Repertory Theatre will
present Once Upon A Mattress on
Friday and Saturday, March 9 and 10,
and Thursday, Friday and Saturday,
March 15, 16 and 17, all at 7:30 p.m.,
with a matinee on Sunday, March 11,
at 2 p.m. Tickets can be purchased
online.

The next board meeting will be held
tonight, February 22, at 7:30 p.m., in
the administration building at Cedar
Street and Evergreen Avenue in Scotch
Plains. There will be an update on the
2018-2019 proposed school budget.
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a school resource officer whose office
is at Westfield High School. She is an
active member of the Westfield Police
Department who is in contact with her
department and the district.”

“For the safety of our students and
staff, we do not publicly discuss the
specifics of our security measures.
However, over the last few years, the
district has added security cameras,
panic alarms, new public address sys-
tems and new fire alarms,” Mrs. Dolan
told The Times. “Access to each school
is limited and our staff has been trained
to carefully determine who any visitor
is and whether he/she has a legitimate
reason for being there. Importantly,
we ask parents and other members of
the community visiting our schools to
please refrain from holding the door
for another visitor, even if it may ap-
pear rude. If someone is behind you,
step aside from the camera and let the
office staff know that there is another
visitor.”

Mountainside Police Chief Allan
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Working Together
Attanasio added that the police depart-
ment has regular contact with the K-8
district’s two schools but would not
provide further details.

“We are not going to discuss those
policies or security measures,” Chief
Attanasio said.

In a letter to parents, Mr. Rubin said,
“We want to take this opportunity to
reassure you that school safety is our
highest priority. Cranford Public
Schools continually reviews and im-
proves its safety procedures and makes
facilities improvements to address
safety concerns. We are fortunate to
have an outstanding collaborative work-
ing relationship with the Cranford Po-
lice Department, Fire Department, and
Office of Emergency Management, who
offer us guidance and support in these
initiatives. Our schools regularly prac-
tice security measures and we will con-
tinue to do everything within our power
to provide a safe and secure school
environment for our students and all
who are connected to our schools.”


