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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LANDMARK CLOSES DOORS...The landmark Jade Isle restaurant on Terrill Road in Scotch Plains will close its doors
at the end of the month after 47 years in business.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY FUN...Saturday night's fast-moving storm dumped several inches of
snow before melting under sunny skies and warmer temperatures on Sunday, but
not before one Scotch Plains family managed to build a snowman.

SUPPORTING EACH OTHER...On Tuesday evening, the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Police Athletic League (PAL) presents the Fanwood Rescue Squad with a
donation of $1,000 for the squad’s support of PAL football games last year.
Pictured, left to right, are: Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo who is on the PAL
board; Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell; PAL President Shawn Johnson; PAL
Board Member and football coordinator Bruce Moran; Ed Winsor, president of
the Fanwood Rescue Squad; EMTs Adam Miksis and Nick Tripodi and Council-
man Tom Kranz who is also a squad member.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YOUNG VOLUNTEER...Wesley Lewis, 12, receives the Volunteer of the Month
recognition of the Fanwood Mayor and Council for his work in support of the
annual Go Red for Women’s Heart Health campaign. Lewis, who is being Bar
Mitzvah’d in September, did his mitzvah project of spreading the word about
heart disease in women, raising $350 for the American Heart Association and
participating in the Go Red event at The Chelsea at Fanwood on February 2.
Wesley was accompanied by his sister, Alana, and father, Ian, who is sergeant with
the Fanwood Rescue Squad. Wesley was presented with a print of Fanwood’s
historic train station by Councilman Tom Kranz.

Local Schools and Police
Working Together for Safety

By PAUL PEYTON and
LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – In the wake of the shooting
that killed 17 students and teachers at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School last week in Florida, local school
and police officials report a coopera-
tive effort to monitor and protect all
area schools and students.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools Su-
perintendent Margaret Hayes, Ed.D.,
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
in an e-mail, “We all share our deepest
sorrow for the horrific tragedy that took
place last week. In Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood, we regularly review security mea-

sures in our schools both internally and
with the support of the police depart-
ments in both Scotch Plains and Fan-
wood. In the wake of the tragedy in
Parkland, Florida, we have updated
procedures at our high school to use a
single entry for visitors. Our other
schools already have this in place. Both
of our towns’ police departments have
an active presence in our schools and
our schools have surveillance cameras.
Our schools have a long-standing rela-
tionship with the police departments’
officers who work with young people to
ensure that students who need follow-
up get appropriate assistance.”

Scotch Plains Police Chief Ted

Conley said both the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood police departments are in
constant communication with the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district.

“We have an open dialogue with
them (school officials),” Chief Conley
said, noting that any potential threat is
investigated by police. He also urges
the community to contact police if they
see or hear something that might be
suspicious.

Police are on the scene at the opening
and closing of schools and move from
school to school both as needed and
also in an effort to be as unpredictable
as possible. Officers also visit schools
unannounced to do walk-throughs.

Chief Conley said the district main-
tains a list of students who have been
expelled and/or might pose a threat
which is shared with police. If a particu-
lar tip is determined to be credible, his
department will share information with
the community.

“We try to be as transparent as pos-
sible,” Chief Conley said.

Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco
said he is in regular communication
with Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D. He said his department
has a memorandum of understanding
with the district whereby police “share
any and all information” on anything
that “we feel might disrupt the learning
environment of schools.”

Cranford and Westfield Police regu-
larly participate in school security drills
throughout the academic year.

Cranford schools have cameras at
designated entrances whereby anyone
seeking entrance must first ring the bell
and show identification to the camera
before being let in. Cranford’s school
resource officer also is on campus and
visits all schools throughout the day.

Like Scotch Plains-Fanwood, police
are present at the start and close of
school days.

Westfield Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., told The Times
in an e-mail that, “The district employs
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Fanwood Seeking More Revenue
By Creating 501c3 Non-Profit

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — On the heels of the
borough starting the process of creating
a municipal non-profit, a 501c3, to aid in
alleviating tax burdens to taxpayers, the
council passed a resolution Tuesday urg-
ing Governor Phil Murphy to consider
tax credits for contributions to charitable
trust funds in order to allow residents a
greater deduction on their tax bill.

Should the governor pass a law that
would give tax credits to charitable trust
funds, municipalities that have such a
fund could offer residents the opportu-
nity to pay into the fund for their chari-
table donation to local causes and re-

ceive a tax credit in property taxes, Coun-
cilman Tom Kranz said. Fundraising for
local events such as Fanny Wood Day
could be conducted through the non-
profit, Mr. Kranz said.

Another benefit of a 501c3 is the non-
profit will be able to apply for grants the
borough could not otherwise apply for,
Councilman Kranz said.

The borough is facing a revenue short-
age, Mr. Kranz said, and the non-profit is
part of a solution to help ease some of the
financial burden. Instituting a sewer fee
charged to taxpayers, which would re-
move the sewer charges taxpayers pay as
part of their yearly taxes and charge them
separately for sewer usage, is another
move to aid in the municipality’s budget.
By separating the sewer charge from the
tax levy, it is therefore removed from the
2-percent budget cap that is enforced by
the state. Breaking out sewer fees from
yearly taxes is a move other New Jersey
municipalities have made when budget
caps were imposed by the state about a
decade ago.

The borough also is looking to gain
income by leasing its sewer system to an
outside vendor, which would increase
revenue and do away with the liability of
paying for maintenance of the aging
sewer system because the vendor would
take responsibility of maintaining the
sewer system, Mr. Kranz said.

“No one likes any new bill or any new
fee...but it is an incremental step to make

our sewer system saleable,” Mr. Kranz
said about imposing a sewer fee to its
property owners.

The rehabilitation of the field at Terrill
Middle School is on hold, Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell said, because
Union County did not provide the amount
of funds necessary to complete the
project. “Another thing being consid-
ered in that is the Parker [Gardens]
property is being sold, which is adjacent
to Terrill Middle School. They are put-
ting up a number of apartments and they
don’t know the impact to the school
system...so they decided to hold that and
they don’t know if they will have to
enlarge the school,” Ms. Mitchell said.
Also, the township of Scotch Plains
received two acres of the garden center
property, she said.

During council comments, Ms.
Mitchell started the conversation about
gun legislation. “I am so disgusted with
our legislators who don’t want to begin
to talk about the problem. They say it is
not time, it is a mental health issue...So
they cut money from the budget for
mental health.”

“I had hoped that our state and na-
tional leaders would give credence to the
students who were affected in Florida
and give them more consideration...and
act in some sort of way...they certainly
didn’t act on the issue when babies were
killed in Connecticut and when two of
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Increased School Security
Vowed In Local Schools

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — In the wake
of last week’s school shooting in Florida,
Police Chief Ted Conley told the town-
ship council Tuesday night that his de-
partment is working with the board of
education to “keep the security of the
staff and students at the highest level”
and said that discussions will be held
about posting an armed officer inside
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

Without divulging specific details of
how the department is increasing its
presence at the district’s eight public
schools, as well as Union Catholic High
School, Chief Conley said that when it
comes to law enforcement procedures,
“everything changed after Columbine,”
referring to the 1999 school massacre
in Colorado. He told the council at its
meeting on Tuesday that his depart-
ment is conducting random walk-

throughs of the schools and said that
students and parents will “start to notice
a difference” in terms of police pres-
ence before, during and after school
hours.

The chief also urged students and
residents to report any suspicious be-
havior. “If you see something, say some-
thing,” he said.

Township Manager Al Mirabella read
from a memorandum written by Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Hayes,
Ed.D., which stated that the district “is
actively reviewing additional security
needs” and “regularly reviewing secu-
rity measures.” She said that a single
entry for visitors to the high school is
being put into place.

In other business, the council gave
final approval to a sign ordinance that
sets out what is and is not permissible in
the downtown business district as well

Union County Mgr. Unveils
$489 Mil. Executive Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County Man-
ager Alfred Faella released his last
county executive budget last week of
$489 million of which $363.5 million
would be raised in county taxes.

“The executive budget meets the state
cap and would increase property taxes
2.45 percent over last year, the lowest in
nearly 20 years,” Mr. Faella said.

The amount of taxes to be raised per
town is not released until the county
budget is introduced by the freehold-
ers.

Salaries and wages account for a
little over $179 million of the spending
plan. Group health insurance is $50.7
million, an increase of $2.6 million
over last year, with other premiums
listed at $10.2 million and employees’
prescription drugs at $16.5 million, flat
from last year.

Outside of property taxes, state and
federal grants are estimated at $13.5
million with another $1.3 million in
matching funds.

In his budget letter to the freeholders,
Mr. Faella said county ratables are up
3.26 percent, or $2.2 billion, over 2017,
the largest increase since 2007.

“The strong real estate market also
resulted in the highest growth in 12
years from fees realized through the
county clerk’s office, which totaled
$44.29 million,” he said.

Salaries and wages are $19.2 million
for the sheriff’s office with another
$451,538 in expenses, $391,000 for
the county’s Emergency Medical Ser-
vices unit, $1.2 million for the county
police with another $100,000 in ex-
penses, $23.3 million for the county
prosecutor’s office with another
$780,000 in expenses, $31.1 million

plus $8.7 million in expenses for the
corrections department that operates
the county jail, $6.1 million plus $2.9
million in expenses for the juvenile
detention center, and $7.2 million plus
$5 million in expenses for the Corner-
stone Psychiatric Facility which oper-
ates out of the Runnells Center for
Rehabilitation and Healthcare in Ber-
keley Heights. The county sold Runnells
Specialized Hospital in 2014 for $26
million.

Mr. Faella said overtime in correc-
tions was reduced by $1 million. Over
the past two years, overtime has been
reduced by $1.8 million, or 35,000
hours, he said.

Department and/or division budgets
are $2.7 million for public works, $15.8
million for facilities management, $1.2
million for parks and recreation, $3.4
million for park maintenance, and al-
most $9 million for recreational facili-
ties. The social services division bud-
get is $44.5 million.

The county debt payment would be
$67.8 million. In terms of pension pay-
ments, $15.5 million is budgeted for the
Public Employees Retirement System
with another $13.6 million for the Po-
lice and Firemen’s Retirement Fund.
Another $11.2 million is budgeted for
Social Security payments.

Nearly $15 million is budgeted in
support of the Union County College
system and $5.2 million for the voca-
tional schools. The county college fund-
ing is up almost $200,000 while vo-
tech is up $100,000. Mr. Faella said
county funding for the county college
and vo-tech are up 2 percent.

In terms of capital improvements,
Mr. Faella said funding is included for
turf fields at Ponderosa Park in Scotch


