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Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Union County Mgr. Unveils
$489-Mil. Executive Budget

Freeholders Honor Retiring
Mgr., Long-Time Employee

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday said
goodbye to retiring County Man-
ager Al Faella and Kathleen Villaggio
of Garwood, who most recently
served as director of financial con-
trols in the parks and recreation de-
partment.

The board also passed a resolu-
tion to award a total of $500,000 in
Level the Playing Field grants for all
21 towns in the county. The grant is
designed to assist in meeting the
needs of the special-needs popula-
tions at municipal operated parks.

Garwood Councilman Marc
Lazarow, a special-ed teacher in
Westfield, said the borough will use
the money as part of Garwood’s ef-
forts to revitalize Hartman Park and
to “make that park much more inclu-
sive” for its residents.

Another $35,000 was awarded to
the Union County Baseball Associa-
tion to assist in the operation of the
2018 youth baseball programs. Fund-
ing is through the county’s Kids Rec-
reation Trust Fund.

The board also passed a resolu-
tion supporting the efforts of the
group Complete George and the New
York City Council in urging the Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey to widen the pathways on the
George Washington Bridge as part
of the agency’s $1.9-billion restora-
tion project.

Neil Weissman of Manhattan, rep-
resenting Complete George, said wid-
ening the pathways would provide
additional capacity for 20,000 daily
commuters. He also said the window
for another rail tunnel is quickly clos-
ing. He said the closing of tunnels
into the city would force thousands of
cars onto roadways, pushing Man-
hattan into gridlock and backing up
New Jersey traffic 25 miles.

“Cycling is the low-cost option
for expanding the transit authority,”
Mr. Weissman said in testimony he
gave to the Port Authority.

At the start of the meeting, the

board presented resolutions to the
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee
for its annual event to be held Satur-
day, March 10, in Union, starting at
1 p.m.; to the staff and students at the
Vocational-Technical High Schools
in recognition of National Career
and Technical Education Month in
Union County, and to designate the
week of February 17 to 24 as Na-
tional FFA (Future Farmers of
America) Week in the county.

During Freeholder comments, in
response to the high school mass
shooting last week in Parkland, Fla.
that killed 17, Freeholder Bruce
Bergen called for a ban on the AR-15
semi-automatic weapon. He said the
weapon was banned in the United
States under a previous assault-
weapon ban, “which was allowed to
lapse (by Congress) in 2004.” He
said the style of weapon was used in
mass shootings in Newtown, Conn.,
Aurora, Colo., and Orlando, Fla.

“This weapon has got to be taken
out of the hands of our citizens,” Mr.
Bergen said.

Freeholder Linda Carter added,
“We need to work diligently to get
the guns out of the wrong hands...that
they do not belong (in).”

Freeholder Angel Estrada com-
mented, “I only ask myself, how
many times must this happen before
we take action?”

“Unfortunately, our nation consis-
tently talks, but (the result is) no
action,” he said.

The board has moved its Thurs-
day, March 1, agenda setting meet-
ing to Thursday, March 8. The meet-
ing will be held prior to the regular
meeting.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County Man-
ager Alfred Faella released his last
county executive budget last week of
$489 million of which $363.5 million
would be raised in county taxes.

“The executive budget meets the
state cap and would increase prop-
erty taxes 2.45 percent over last year,
the lowest in nearly 20 years,” Mr.
Faella said.

The amount of taxes to be raised
per town is not released until the
county budget is introduced by the
freeholders.

Salaries and wages account for a
little over $179 million of the spend-
ing plan. Group health insurance is
$50.7 million, an increase of $2.6
million over last year, with other pre-
miums listed at $10.2 million and
employees’ prescription drugs at
$16.5 million, flat from last year.

Outside of property taxes, state and
federal grants are estimated at $13.5
million with another $1.3 million in
matching funds.

In his budget letter to the freehold-
ers, Mr. Faella said county ratables
are up 3.26 percent, or $2.2 billion,
over 2017, the largest increase since
2007.

“The strong real estate market also
resulted in the highest growth in 12
years from fees realized through the
county clerk’s office, which totaled
$44.29 million,” he said.

Salaries and wages are $19.2 mil-
lion for the sheriff’s office with an-
other $451,538 in expenses, $391,000
for the county’s Emergency Medical
Services unit, $1.2 million for the
county police with another $100,000
in expenses, $23.3 million for the
county prosecutor’s office with an-
other $780,000 in expenses, $31.1
million plus $8.7 million in expenses
for the corrections department that
operates the county jail, $6.1 million
plus $2.9 million in expenses for the
juvenile detention center, and $7.2
million plus $5 million in expenses
for the Cornerstone Psychiatric Fa-
cility which operates out of the
Runnells Center for Rehabilitation
and Healthcare in Berkeley Heights.
The county sold Runnells Special-

ized Hospital in 2014 for $26 million.
Mr. Faella said overtime in correc-

tions was reduced by $1 million. Over
the past two years, overtime has been
reduced by $1.8 million, or 35,000
hours, he said.

Department and/or division budgets
are $2.7 million for public works, $15.8
million for facilities management, $1.2
million for parks and recreation, $3.4
million for park maintenance, and al-
most $9 million for recreational facili-
ties. The social services division bud-
get is $44.5 million.

The county debt payment would be
$67.8 million. In terms of pension
payments, $15.5 million is budgeted
for the Public Employees Retirement
System with another $13.6 million
for the Police and Firemen’s Retire-
ment Fund. Another $11.2 million is
budgeted for Social Security pay-
ments.

Nearly $15 million is budgeted in
support of the Union County College
system and $5.2 million for the voca-
tional schools. The county college
funding is up almost $200,000 while
vo-tech is up $100,000. Mr. Faella
said county funding for the county
college and vo-tech are up 2 percent.

In terms of capital improvements,
Mr. Faella said funding is included
for turf fields at Ponderosa Park in
Scotch Plains, for improvements to
the loop playground in Mountain-
side, and for the new golf clubhouse
at the Ash Brook Golf Course. An-
other $295,000 is budgeted for a We
Are One New Jersey Advocacy and
Naturalization Center for immigrants.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen, who is
chairing the fiscal affairs committee
this year, said the public is invited to
attend upcoming budget hearings with
department heads scheduled for Tues-
days, March 6 and 13, at the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
board meeting room in Scotch Plains
and the Galloping Hill Golf Course
Clubhouse, respectively, and on
Thursday, March 15, in the Freehold-
ers Meeting Room at the county ad-
ministration building in Elizabeth. All
meetings begin at 5 p.m. and no pub-
lic comments will be permitted as
these are standing freeholder com-
mittee meetings.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Grove Devel.
neer has provided an opinion stat-
ing the fence is not a hindrance in
current condition and the town has
provided commentary endorsing a
similar sentiment to alleviate Mr.
Palit of any responsibility to re-
place the fence.

Applicants Eugene and Olga
Prystupa of 651 Willow Grove Road
were approved to construct a per-
gola with a maximum building cov-
erage of 22.3 percent where the
town ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage of 20 percent.

Mr. Fusaro said the pergola being
an open structure makes supporting
the variance relief “easier,” espe-
cially given the agreement between
the board and the applicant stating
the pergola can never be enclosed.

Chris Canete stated he is the
Prystupas’ neighbor and is fully sup-
portive of the project.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SAP TO SYRUP...The Trailside Nature and Science Center held a family
program on Monday entitled “The Journey of Sap to Syrup.” Part of the program
included a field walk to learn how to identify the sugar maple tree, observe a
working tap, and taste the sap from a tapped sugar maple. Prior to the walk,
children volunteered to measure the diameter of trees to help them understand
how big a tree needs to be to determine the number of taps that can be used to drain
the sap. The program also included a presentation about making maple syrup, how
it was discovered, and a taste test of different syrups.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
FAMILY FUN...Saturday night's fast-moving storm dumped several inches of
snow before melting under sunny skies and warmer temperatures on Sunday, but
not before one Scotch Plains family managed to build a snowman.
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School Safety
before being let in. Cranford’s school
resource officer also is on campus and
visits all schools throughout the day.

Like Scotch Plains-Fanwood, police
are present at the start and close of
school days.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools Su-
perintendent Margaret Hayes, Ed.D.,
told The Leader in an e-mail, “We all
share our deepest sorrow for the hor-
rific tragedy that took place last week.
In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, we regu-
larly review security measures in our
schools both internally and with the
support of the police departments in
both Scotch Plains and Fanwood. In the
wake of the tragedy in Parkland, Florida,
we have updated procedures at our high
school to use a single entry for visitors.
Our other schools already have this in
place. Both of our towns’ police depart-
ments have an active presence in our
schools and our schools have surveil-
lance cameras. Our schools have a long-
standing relationship with the police
departments’ officers who work with
young people to ensure that students
who need follow-up get appropriate
assistance.”

Mountainside Police Chief Allan
Attanasio added that the police depart-
ment has regular contact with the K-8
district’s two schools but would not
provide further details.

“We are not going to discuss those
policies or security measures,” Chief
Attanasio said.

In a letter to parents, Mr. Rubin said,
“We want to take this opportunity to
reassure you that school safety is our
highest priority. Cranford Public
Schools continually reviews and im-
proves its safety procedures and makes
facilities improvements to address
safety concerns. We are fortunate to
have an outstanding collaborative work-
ing relationship with the Cranford Po-
lice Department, Fire Department, and
Office of Emergency Management, who
offer us guidance and support in these
initiatives. Our schools regularly prac-
tice security measures and we will con-
tinue to do everything within our power
to provide a safe and secure school
environment for our students and all
who are connected to our schools.”

When asked about students wanting
to participate in a “walk-out” planned
for March 14 across the country and at
Westfield High School, Mrs. Dolan

told The Leader that, “A group of high
school students appropriately reached
out to principal Dr. Derrick Nelson to
schedule a meeting regarding the Na-
tional School Walkout Day.  I have
every confidence that both students and
staff at Westfield High School will
handle this important matter seriously
and safely.”
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GW BOE
In other business, 31 students were

recognized as achieving the Honor
Society designation throughout the
second marking period. Superinten-
dent of Schools Teresa Quigley, Ed.D.,
awarded each student with a certifi-
cate acknowledging their success.

Three student representatives from
the Lincoln School Pep Club presented
to the board their activities and why
the club is pertinent to school spirit.
The Pep Club has 20 total members,
stated club advisor and Lincoln School
teacher Tamara Benc. Students in
grades 3 through 5 can join the club.

“Not only do we have over 20 mem-
bers, but we have a waitlist. We would
like to have the Pep Club open to the
sixth grade as well,” Mrs. Benc said.

Mrs. Benc said student involve-
ment is capped at 20 members per
club so many students who want to
participate are consolidated to a
waitlist after the maximum is met.

The girls said they hope the Pep
Club is approved next year with the
sixth grade included.

The Lincoln School Grade 8 Purse
Bingo Night, benefiting the eighth-
grade trip to Gettysburg, Pa., will
take place on Thursday, March 8.
Tickets start at $35 for 10 games.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and Bingo
starts at 7:30 p.m. The event will be
held at the Polish Cultural Founda-
tion, located at 77 Broadway, Clark.
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Commuter
tioned in the parking lot at Beechwood
Elementary School for one hour every
morning and to hire NV5 Corporation
to conduct a traffic study that will in-
clude traffic counts at the major inter-
sections in the community which are
experiencing heavy traffic, particularly
during the morning and evening rush
hours, and offer possible solutions.

Governing body members unani-
mously voted to express their support
for federal legislation proposed by
Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Westfield) and Congressman Josh
Gottheimer (D-5th, Newton) that would
allow taxpayers to deduct their entire
2018 property-tax prepayments from
their 2017 income tax returns. Accord-
ing to the press release from Congress-
man Lance’s office which announced
the legislation, “‘New Jersey residents
rightfully believed that the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act would allow 2018 prop-
erty tax prepayments to be fully deduct-
ible on their 2017 tax returns. Many
residents prepaid their 2018 liabilities
before the end of 2017. It took the IRS
five days after the bill passed and four
days before the end of 2017 to issue
guidance that would limit the deduc-
ibility based on the date of the property
tax assessment. That ruling is not fair
and our legislation instructs the IRS to
allow full deductibility to protect New
Jersey taxpayers.

The mayor also assured all residents
that Chief Attanasio was conducting a
full review of all emergency manage-
ment policies and procedures at all
borough schools after the recent mass
school shooting in Florida.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
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Correction
A front-page story regarding the

Cranford Public Library budget should
have reported that the $100,000 in-
crease from $1.4 million to $1.5 was
the result of the state-mandated for-
mula on how public libraries are funded
in New Jersey, and was not requested
by the library as reported.


