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Board of Adjust. OK’s 13-Unit
Development at Grove-Myrtle

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield Cross-
ing LLC was approved at last
Wednesday’s board of adjustment
meeting to construct a 13-unit
townhouse development at 314
Myrtle Avenue and 321 Grove
Street.

In 2013 the development was ap-
proved as a 16-unit development,
the applicant’s attorney, Stephen
Hehl, said. Mr. Hehl said the appli-
cation “is an important piece” to
Westfield’s affordable-housing ob-
ligation although no affordable units
will be provided at the develop-
ment location. The developer has

agreed to carry the three affordable
units to a separate development lo-
cation, Mr. Hehl said.

“The benefits (of the develop-
ment) outweigh the detriments,” the
applicant’s planner, John
McDonough, said during his sworn
testimony.

Mr. McDonough said the devel-
opment has less than the units pro-
posed at the same location in 2009.
Mr. Hehl said the proposed devel-
opment is “less intense” than the
previously approved application at
the same location.

“What is in front of us is a better
plan. The application was approved
four years ago,” Board of Adjust-
ment Chairman Chris Masciale ex-
plained.

Board member Frank Fusaro said
he had concerns that Westfield’s
affordable-housing obligations
would remain unmet if the second
project never came to fruition.

The developer has agreed to fi-
nance a surety bond allotting money
to the municipality if the affordable
obligations are not met at the sec-
ond development site, responded
Mr. Hehl.

“Not often do you get a plan that
returns with imperfections re-
duced,” board member Robert
Benacchio said.

The application was approved 8
to 1 with board member Carla
Bonacci as the single no vote.

In other business, applicants Jen-
nifer Pool and Christopher Miller,
of 3 Breeze Knoll Drive, were ap-
proved for a non-solid fence with
areas less than six feet high sur-
rounding a constructed pool and
patio. Town ordinances require a
solid fence of six feet in height.

Mr. Miller said two fence sides
are compliant at six feet in height
and that the only area not six feet in
height is where “aesthetically pleas-
ing” brick piers are located.

Town Planner Donald Sammet
said the fence is compliant under
safety regulations requiring a fence
with a four-foot height minimum.
Mr. Masciale said the six-foot solid
fence ordinance was implemented
to protect neighborhood privacy.

Mr. Fusaro said he supported the
application because the property is
in a spacious neighborhood with
privacy not being an issue in this
particular case.

Applicants Partha Palit and
Panchatapa Dasgupta came before
the board seeking relief for a vari-
ance based on existing conditions
of a fence that is six feet in height
and exists beyond their property
line. Mr. Palit said he was unaware
the fence was not in compliance
with town ordinances requiring a
corner lot fence not to exceed four
feet in height.

Mr. Sammet said the town engi-
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Local Schools and Police
Working Together for Safety

By PAUL PEYTON and
LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – In the wake of the shooting
that killed 17 students and teachers at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School last week in Florida, local school
and police officials report a coopera-
tive effort to monitor and protect all
area schools and students.

Westfield Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., told The
Westfield Leader in an e-mail that, “The
district employs a school resource of-
ficer whose office is at Westfield High

School. She is an active member of the
Westfield Police Department who is in
contact with her department and the
district.”

“For the safety of our students and
staff, we do not publicly discuss the
specifics of our security measures.
However, over the last few years, the
district has added security cameras,
panic alarms, new public address sys-
tems and new fire alarms,” Mrs. Dolan
told The Leader. “Access to each school
is limited and our staff has been trained
to carefully determine who any visitor
is and whether he/she has a legitimate

reason for being there. Importantly, we
ask parents and other members of the
community visiting our schools to please
refrain from holding the door for an-
other visitor, even if it may appear rude.
If someone is behind you, step aside
from the camera and let the office staff
know that there is another visitor.”

Scotch Plains Police Chief Ted
Conley said both the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood police departments are in
constant communication with the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district.

“We have an open dialogue with
them (school officials),” Chief Conley
said, noting that any potential threat is
investigated by police. He also urges
the community to contact police if they
see or hear something that might be
suspicious.

Police are on the scene at the opening
and closing of schools and move from
school to school both as needed and
also in an effort to be as unpredictable
as possible. Officers also visit schools
unannounced to do walk-throughs.

Chief Conley said the district main-
tains a list of students who have been
expelled and/or might pose a threat
which is shared with police. If a particu-
lar tip is determined to be credible, his
department will share information with
the community.

“We try to be as transparent as pos-
sible,” Chief Conley said.

Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco
said he is in regular communication
with Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D. He said his department
has a memorandum of understanding
with the district whereby police “share
any and all information” on anything
that “we feel might disrupt the learning
environment of schools.”

Cranford and Westfield Police regu-
larly participate in school security drills
throughout the academic year.

Cranford schools have cameras at
designated entrances whereby anyone
seeking entrance must first ring the bell
and show identification to the camera

BIRTHDAY GIRL...Happy 95th birthday to Connie Muirhead, an active mem-
ber of the Garden Club of Westfield since 1974. She is dedicated and still always
ready to do her part, and is described by her fellow Garden Club members as a
“gift and inspiration to us all.”

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
LANDMARK CLOSES DOORS...The landmark Jade Isle restaurant on Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains will close its doors at the end of the month after 47 years in
business.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
BEAUTIFUL SNOWFALL...Saturday night’s snowfall as seen on Roosevelt Street in Westfield.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
SCENIC SNOW...Snow falling on Saturday evening is illuminated on Roosevelt
Street in Westfield.

Garwood BOE Budget Due
To County Super. By Mar. 19

state-aid projections will be received
by Thursday, March 15.

The four-member finance commit-
tee will meet a minimum three times
prior to Monday, March 19, the bud-
get submission deadline to the Union
County executive superintendent’s
office, a state government office. The
deadline for the county superinten-
dent to complete his review is Tues-
day, April 24.

Budget increases exclude debt ser-
vice and “waivers or banked cap”
which may be used to exceed the
state’s 2-percent cap on taxes, Ms.
Groning said. The 2017-2018 budget
entailed a 1.9-percent increase from
the previous year. It was noted that
4.1 percent in 2011-2012 was the
highest increase, with a 1.4-percent
increase in 2016-2017. The state’s 2-
percent cap was implemented in 2010.

Last year’s introduced budget in-
cluding debt service was $9 million,
of which $7.6 million was raised in
taxes, according to the board’s
website. The debt payment was
$519,000.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Board of Educa-
tion Buildings and Grounds Commit-
tee and Finance Committee Chair-
woman Susan Groning provided a
Garwood school district budget pro-
cess overview report at Tuesday’s
public meeting. The board will hold a
budget presentation on Tuesday, May
1, after which members will vote on
the spending plan, stated district Busi-
ness Administrator Eric Larson.

Ms. Groning said the budget pro-
cess includes input from district staff,
which Mr. Larson said includes the
superintendent, principal, technology
coordinator, and supervisor of main-
tenance and custodial services.

Mr. Larson said tuition projections
for students enrolled at Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark, Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
in Scotch Plains, and special-educa-
tion out-of-district placements affect
budget outcomes.

All budget details eventually are
reviewed with the board’s finance
committee, stated Mr. Larson. Any
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Council Hears Commuter
Pleas for Parking Spots

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During the
public comment portion of the borough
council’s Tuesday meeting, shortly af-
ter the council conducted a second read-
ing of a proposed ordinance that would
limit parking on Mohawk Drive from
the intersection with Bridle Path to the
intersection with Hickory Lane to four
hours between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday, a resident who has
been on the waiting list to receive a
parking permit for almost a year asked
the council where residents who com-
mute to New York City for work are
supposed to park.

Liz Truman explained how she was
forced to walk more than a mile, includ-
ing crossing Route 22, in order to take
the bus to the city. She expressed frus-
tration with the growing practice of
restricting parking on public streets and
reminded council members that it was
not the residents’ fault that there was
insufficient commuter parking. She
asked the council three pointed ques-
tions: How long is the wait for a parking
spot in a borough lot at Borough Hall?
Where are commuters supposed to park
while waiting for a spot to become
available? and what solutions are af-
forded to residents who are not to blame
for the lack of parking?

In response, Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli
explained that the community was in-
vestigating creating additional spots
near the library and Borough Hall and
reminded Ms. Truman that while it was
not the most convenient location, there
were parking spots available in the
parking lot at the Community Pool.
Councilman Robert Messler explained
that the parking shortage is a relatively
recent phenomena, which is likely linked

to improvements in the job market, and
promised that the council would con-
tinue to investigate solutions.

Another resident who lives on
Beechwood Court asked the council to
investigate what she perceived to be an
increasing number of water main breaks
and service problems with New Jersey
American Water. The mayor asked
Public Works Director Ronald Romak
to study the issue and report back to the
governing body.

The council voted to approve the
purchase of a 2018 Ford Explorer at a
cost of $22,017. The vehicle will be
used by the building inspector and will
replace an existing vehicle that had
reached the end of its useful life. Addi-
tionally, the governing body voted to
appoint Eileen Keating as deputy court
administrator, at an annual salary of
$47,000; to renew the existing animal-
control service contract with Animal
Control Solutions for a two-year pe-
riod, at an annual cost of $15,480; and
to apply for a Highway Safety Program
grant from the New Jersey Department
of Transportation for Route 22 and a
volunteer fire assistance grant from the
New Jersey Fire Protection Agency.

The council members voted to con-
tribute $300 to Governor Livingston
High School’s Project Graduation.
Mayor Mirabelli expressed the
community’s full support of and appre-
ciation for the event, which offers the
graduates a drug- and alcohol-free way
to celebrate. Governor Livingston is
the public high school for borough high-
school students.

The council also authorized Police
Chief Allan Attanasio to proceed with
advertising for, training and hiring a
new school crossing guard to be sta-


