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ONE DOLLAR

Westfield Council Introduces
Affordable-Housing Ordinances
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — In preparation for
its April compliance hearing with the
state Superior Court to satisfy its third
round affordable-housing obligations,
the town council on Tuesday introduced a set of ordinances to be passed
on to the planning board, which will
hold a hearing on Monday, March 5,
that specify overlay zones and amend
density within two properties in town.
The overlay zones run along the North
and South Avenues corridor east of
Central Avenue, one at the Pan Am
Cleaners site where a potential mixed
development with 30 inclusionary units

may be built, one along Central Avenue
and one at Ross Place, Town Planner
Donald Sammet told The Westfield
Leader.
The changes in density refer to a
property where Westfield Lumber operates and property where Williams
Nursery is located. Both properties currently are zoned for affordable housing
and the amendment to the ordinance
changes the density of housing allowed
on the site. Density at the Williams
Nursery site will allow for construction
of 130 total housing units, including 26
affordable-housing units. Density at the
Westfield Lumber site allows for 25
dwelling units per acre. Both properties

Courtesy of the JCC of Central NJ

AN OGRE OF A TIME...The cast of Shrek wowed sold-out audiences at Terrill
Middle School this weekend. The show is put on by the JCC of Central New Jersey.

Bomb Squad Determines
Package Not An Explosive

will continue to operate their respective
businesses, and there are no current
plans for housing to be built there, Mr.
Sammet confirmed.
The town is working on providing an
information sheet on its website that
spells out in layman terms the town’s
affordable-housing settlement agreement, Mayor Shelley Brindle said.
“There is a lot to like in this agreement,” Mayor Brindle said. She further
said the town’s settlement put Westfield
“ahead of other municipalities.”
In other business, sewer fees were
amended for 2018. Previously, the fees
for a single-family residence were not
to exceed $195 per year, and will be
changed to a flat fee of $165; for multifamily dwellings it was not to exceed
$125 per year maximum, and will
change to a flat fee of $100, and commercial and industrial properties was
set to not exceed $875, and was changed
to a set fee of $415.
The Westfield Memorial Pool will
have its slides refurbished. The council
approved a $29,530 contract with Slide
Pros to refurbish two slides at the pool.
Brown & Brown was appointed as
the risk management consultant for 2018
in connection with the town’s agreement to join both the Suburban Joint
Insurance Fund and the Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund.
The town received six applicants in
response to its request for proposals.
A contract with NV5 Engineering for
$15,000 was approved to provide oncall traffic safety and engineering services to the town as necessary. NV5,
formerly named RBA Group, is to provide input for the Lot 7 project. “That
will hopefully come to a conclusion
soon,” Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said at Tuesday’s workshop session
held prior to the official council meeting.
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) Executive Director Sherry
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield Police
are continuing their investigation following a suspicious package that was
left Friday afternoon on South Avenue
near SummitAvenue near the Westfield
Train Station.
Police Chief David Wayman told
The Westfield Leader that police received a call around 4 p.m. regarding
a suspicious package atop a mailbox
on the 400 block of South Avenue. An
officer responded and determined the
package was suspicious, at which time
businesses in the area were evacuated
and South Avenue was closed from the
traffic circle to Summit Avenue and
the Union County Bomb Squad was
called to the scene.
Chief Wayman said NJ Transit was

contacted but they determined the
package was left far enough away from
the station not to pose a safety risk to
trains coming into the station and thus
train service was not interrupted. Chief
Wayman did say that NJ Transit took
precautions including having staff
check to ensure no other suspicious
packages were located at the train station.
The chief said the bomb squad determined the package was not a threat
and the area reopened to traffic after a
two-hour investigation. He said police
are reviewing security camera footage
from the area to try and determine who
left the package and their intent for
making the package appear to look
like an explosive. Chief Wayman said
if charges are brought the case would
likely be handled by the state.

Kristin McAliney for The Westfield Leader

ROADWAY CLOSED...Police closed off South Avenue from the traffic circle to
Summit Avenue opposite the Westfield Train Station late Friday afternoon after
a suspicious package was found. The Union County Bomb Squad determined the
package was not an explosive and the roadway was reopened after two hours. The
incident remains under investigation by the Westfield Police Department.

WESTFIELD
WEST

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

LEARNING ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT...Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle poses with the winners of the McKinley
Elementary School STEAM Science Night enviromental poster contest. The children displayed their posters at 109 East
Broad Street in Westfield on Saturday morning.

Cranford Board to Hear Birchwood
Plan; Businesses to Fight Back
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The site plan for
215-235 Birchwood Avenue is to be
presented to the planning board on
Wednesday, February 21, it was announced at the planning board workshop meeting on February 7. Hartz
Mountain Industries, Inc. also is scheduled to have a hearing on the same date,
but Hartz may request an adjournment,
Board Attorney Mark Rothman said.
The Design Review Committee
(DRC) met on Wednesday at the
Birchwood site, Zoning Officer Ron

Water Co. to Begin Work
On Garwood Streets
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Tuesday’s borough council meeting, New Jersey
American Water field operations manager Michael Bange provided a final
presentation before American Water
begins upgrading the system.
The upgrades will improve water flow
to homes, fire hydrant efficiency, and
“your infrastructure will be inA-1 shape,”
Mr. Bange said. The work will commence the week of Monday, February
19, and continue throughout the spring.
Streets with work commencing the
weekofFebruary19includeCenterStreet,
Spruce Avenue, Myrtle Avenue, New
Street, Beech Avenue, Locust Avenue,
Pine Avenue, Hazel Avenue, Hickory
Avenue, East Street and Oak Street.
Contaminants or residue build within
the pipes over many decades, Mr. Bange
explained. He said water quality will
improve dramatically and will be tested
before consumption is allowed.
Utility owned service lines from the
company’s main in the street to the
company’s shut-off valve (generally
located near the curb) will be replaced,
Mr. Bange said. He said all residents
whose streets are involved will be notified within ample time before construction begins. Residents will not lose
water as alternative pipes will service
homes during the revitalization process, he said.
All meters will be moved from residents’ properties at no cost to the resident.
The process will take 20 to 30 minutes,
with all residents notified before their
residence is affected, Mr. Bange said.
Councilman Richard McCormack
said he was concerned with assuring
moratorium streets, a street recently
fully restored or repaved at borough
expense, will be fully restored to their
recently improved conditions.

Mr. Bange stated all moratorium
streets will be fully repaved. Streets
with other abrasions will be restored to
pre-construction conditions.
Moratorium streets include Beech
Avenue from West Street to the
Westfield town line. Other moratorium
streets include Hickory Avenue from
East Street to LexingtonAvenue, Maple
Street from Myrtle Avenue to Spruce
Avenue, Myrtle Avenue from east of
Oak Street, Oak Street from Rankin
Avenue to Myrtle Avenue, Third Avenue from Maple Street to Walnut Street,
West Street from Spruce to Beech Avenue, Willow Avenue from east of New
Street, and Willow Avenue from West
Street to Maple Street.
ResidentAlbert Delconte said he was
concerned from previous experiences
that uprooted trees, disturbed sod, or
lawns would not properly be repaired.
Mr. Bange said disturbed soil will be
replaced, and that sod and grass will be
reseeded with fresh topsoil.
In other business, an ordinance fixing
the salaries and wages for the Department of Public Works (DPW) was tabled
in a 4-to-3 vote. A tabled ordinance
allows for further review before an official yes or no vote is determined and the
ordinance can be altered. Mayor Charles
Lombardo voted in favor of the tabling
as the deciding vote. Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro, Councilman McCormack
and Councilman Joseph Sarno all voted
against tabling the ordinance.
Councilwoman
Jennifer
Blumenstock said she wanted to table
the ordinance during discussion in the
workshop session before the regular
council meeting began. Ms.
Blumenstock said she supports the ordinance as is; however, she would appreciate further input from the council’s
finance committee.

Johnson said.
“We are getting to brick and mortar
stage hopefully soon,” Mr. Johnson
said. The site plan application has no
variances, Mr. Johnson said, and may
have one waiver. The site plan should
be complete in the next week, he said.
“I think it went very well...very minor changes to make sure it fits within
the redevelopment plan,” Mr. Johnson
said of the DRC meeting.
The township had selected a developer to redevelop the site after receiving bids last year for the redevelopment. The developer is expected to sign
the agreement to purchase the property
from the township should the site plan
be approved by the planning board,
Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. told The
Westfield Leader.
The township purchased the
BirchwoodAvenue property with a bond
anticipation note of $18.5 million over
a year ago. The committee can choose
to extend the note for a period of up to
a year, Chief Financial Officer Lavona
Patterson had said at a township committee workshop meeting last month.
The extension would add interest rate
costs to the budget of close to $500,000
if extended for another year, or close to
$300,000 if extended for nine months,
based on current interest rates, Ms.
Patterson said.
A group of property owners along

NorthAvenue, where the planning board
approved a study be conducted to determine if it should be designated as a
condemnation area in need of redevelopment, has hired an attorney and sent
a letter to the township requesting they
be notified of any hearings regarding
the study area, Planning Board Chairwoman Kathleen Murray said.
Owners of BarAmericana, Chapman
Bros. Plumbing, Riverside Inn,
Northport Financial LLC, Carmen’s
Foreign Car Repair, and the owners of
Hunan Wok, Island Tans, and Cranford
Hair Co. have hired McKirdy Riskin
Olson & DellaPelle, a law firm specializing in eminent domain, redevelopment, and property-tax assessment matters, to represent them.
The property owners also have requested in their letter to rescind resolutions passed by the township committee and the planning board last year
pertaining to going forward with the
study, Ms. Murray said.
A letter dated February 5, sent by the
property owners’ law firm, states the
preliminary study by Harbor Consultants “fails to provide the requisite substantial credible evidence to support a
blight designation of the area or any
individual property therein.” In another
letter dated February 1, the law firm
details its position that Harbor’s reaCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

BY THE NUMBERS...The Cranford Township Committee discusses the township library’s budget for 2018 during Monday’s workshop meeting.
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Freeholders OK $19-Mil.
Tower Stairwell Contract
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

ON THE DAIS...Mayor Shelley Brindle makes a point during Tuesday’s Westfield
Town Council meeting. Also pictured are First Ward Councilwoman Linda
Habgood and Third Ward Councilman Mark LoGippo.

Budget Review Continues
For Cranford Depts.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township committee held budget discussions with
the library, tax assessor, Municipal
Court, health department and construction code department at its workshop
meeting Monday night.
The Cranford Public Library is asking to construct an addition to its
children’s library, and to fund half of
the close to $2 million estimated cost
with a state grant. The library would
apply for a state grant that was recently
passed in the November election where
the municipality would match the grant
amount. Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr. said he would want the library to
assist in funding the cost because the
township has a priority to fund infrastructure capital projects.
Pat Pavlak, president of the library
board, said the library’s budget could
not afford to fund the endeavor, but
that a request could be made to the
Friends of the Library to fundraise for
the cost of furniture for the expansion.
The library has had an architect draw
up a plan that would double the size of
the children’s library, expanding it into
where four handicapped spaces currently are located near the walkway
adjacent to the wall of the children’s
library. Those handicapped spaces
would be relocated.
“It has been 17 years we have advocated for this space,” Ms. Pavlak said.
The children’s department is
“dated,” has deficient reading areas
and study areas, and has poor sight
lines, Library Director Michael
Maziekien said.
The library also is looking to restore its operating hours to 8 p.m. on
weekdays, to 5 p.m. on Saturdays
and to open on Saturdays in the summer from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Mr.
Maziekien said. The library board
has given its approval to restore the
hours, he noted. Additionally, the
library is looking to restore funding
to its materials budget, expand the
digital collection, and expand parttime personnel hours.
Commissioner Patrick Giblin said
the library has requested its budget be
increased from $1.4 million to $1.5
million.
The tax assessor department is requesting to increase its budget 4.8
percent, Mr. Giblin said. Tax Assessor
Peter Barnett said he would be requesting an increase for the outside
professional expense line item by
$5,000 since last year’s budget was
underfunded by $3,000. Mr. Barnett
noted no other increases to the budget.
The construction code budget calls
for an increase in pay for a part-time
position that is responsible for vetting
permit applications and the plan review process, as well as an increase in
pay for inspectors, Construction Official and Building Subcode Official
Rich Belluscio said. The department
is looking to reduce the timeline of the
plan review process from a 20-day
review period to a 10-day review period or less, he said.

The construction code department’s
revenue last year was $943,000, Mr.
Belluscio said. He has kept his revenue projection flat for 2018; however, he anticipates the Russo development on South Avenue in Garwood
would add another $300,000 to
$400,000 in revenue and the development of 215-235 Birchwood Avenue
would generate about $100,000 in revenue. The developer plans to begin
construction of the parking component of the 298-unit development in
the summer and its construction for
one building in October, he said. A
second development of 52 stacked
townhouses also is planned by Russo.
The Municipal Court is budgeting
for an increase in overtime, Mayor
Hannen said. The overtime hours are
due to court hearings on Wednesday
evenings.
Commissioner Mary O’Connor suggested changing the municipal parking lot on North Avenue East, known
as the MDTV parking lot, to either a
permit parking lot or a pay station lot
to garner revenue for the township. It
currently is free, she said. She also is in
talks with vendors to supply electric
vehicle charging stations at municipal
parking lots. “It would put Cranford
on the map,” Ms. O’Connor said.
The committee also met in executive session to discuss personnel within
the Department of Public Works, the
Business and Economic Development
Office, the police department, a collective bargaining negotiations update,
and administration, as well as the vacant property list and a legal update,
according to the agenda.

Carjacking Reported
On Rt. 22 in Scotch Pls.
SCOTCH PLAINS – Patrol units
reponded to the Scotchwood Diner,
located at 1934 Route 22 East, on a
report of a carjacking early Wednesday
morning. Upon arrival they met the
victim, a 43-year-old male, who stated
he was approached in the parking lot by
two white males who assaulted him. A
third male entered his vehicle, described
as a 2001 Toyota Camry, which the
victim had running in the parking lot.
The suspects who assaulted the victim
ran to a tan-colored vehicle that was
parked on the property next door and
fled the area. The victim reported both
of the vehicles fled eastbound on Route
22. An alert was issued to surrounding
towns and the victim’s vehicle was
located a short time later on Lawrence
Avenue in Westfield. Union County K9 was brought in for a track with negative results. The victim suffered minor
lacerations to his hands and face. The
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad responded
to treat the victim, who declined transport to the hospital.
This incident currently is under active investigation and anyone with information regarding this incident is
encouraged to contact Det. Mark Lynch
at (908) 322-7100, ext. no. 112, or Det./
Sgt. Donnell Joyce at (908) 322-7100,
ext. no. 113.

N&C Jewelers

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders approved
a $19-million contract last Thursday
with GPC, Inc. of Millburn for construction of an interior stairwell in the
Union County Courthouse tower. The
project has been in the discussion stages
since 2000 when the state notified the
county that the historic landmark no
longer met modern fire codes and that
a secondary egress was needed for fire
safety reasons.
At the February 1 agenda-setting
meeting, Director of Engineering, Public Works and Facilities Management
Joseph Graziano said it is anticipated
that construction will commence in
March and take three years to complete. It will start with work in the
rotunda and proceed to the second
phase, which is the internal staircase.
He said the work will be completed at
night to lessen the impact on employees
and the public.
After originally considering an external staircase, the county later opted
to construct the interior stairwell and to
build a separate 78,000-square-foot
family courthouse on Cherry Street in
Elizabeth. The $38.6-million facility
has seven courtrooms and judges’ chambers and also is home to the Union
County Family Justice Center, serving
victims of domestic violence.
The resolution to hire GPC passed
by a 7-to-1 vote, with Freeholder
Mohamed Jalloh as the lone dissenting
vote.
In other business, the board approved
an ordinance to fix the salary of incoming county manager Ed Oatman at
$169,000, $7,000 lower than current
manager Alfred Faella of Mountainside, who is retiring as of Thursday,
March 1, when Mr. Oatman begins his
new position. Mr. Oatman has been
chief of staff for Senator Nick Scutari
(D-22nd, Linden) and Assemblyman
James Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway) and
served as the Union County campaign
coordinator for the Phil Murphy for
Governor Campaign. The resolution
passed by an 8-to-0 tally as Freeholder
Chris Hudak was absent.
The board also approved a resolution by a vote of 7 to 1 to waive the
county’s residency requirement for
county employees for Mr. Oatman, who
is a resident of Woodbridge. Freeholder
Angel Estrada was the sole no vote on
the resolution.
During the public comment section
of the meeting, Neil Weissman of Manhattan came before the board as a rep-

resentative of Complete George, a group
that seeks to have the bike paths widened on the George Washington Bridge.
He asked the board to write a letter
supporting the project. He said the
bridge currently is undergoing a sevenyear, $1.9-billion re-cabling and restoration project. He said as part of the
project the bike paths are to be restored
to the 1931 era of the paths. The Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey, which operates the span, has proposed one seven-foot path for pedestrians and runners and a separate sevenfoot path for cyclists. The group supports two 10-foot paths for cyclists and
two seven-foot paths for pedestrians
and runners.
“The George is the sole bike-able
connector between North Jersey and
New York City. Its seven-foot paths are
dangerously overcrowded at 3,700 cyclists per day on weekends, and that use
is growing 10 percent per year,” he
said.
Freeholder Estrada, the current chairman of the North Jersey Transportation
Planning Authority, responded that, “it
appears this is all a financial issue,”
noting that the Authority is “engaged”
in other large-scale projects such as
Terminal A at Newark Liberty International Airport, the extension of PATH
into Newark Airport, and the new bus
terminal in New York City.
“This will not change the possibility
of doing this at a later time because all
it is is extending the actual width of the
bridge,” Mr. Estrada said. He said it
appears, however, that there is a “lack
of interest” by the Port Authority to
widen the paths.
During Freeholder comments, Freeholder Al Mirabella noted that County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi has announced
the U.S. Department of State is raising
the Passport fees from $25 to $35 as of
Monday, April 2. The fee, mandated by
the Department of State, applies to Passport applications that are submitted to
an authorized agent, including a U.S.
Post Office, county clerk or other government offices.
Freeholder Bruce Bergen noted that
the next Union County Means Business
networking breakfast will be held at 8
a.m. on Wednesday, February 21, at the
Kean University STEM Building on
Morris Avenue in Union. The event is
entitled “Are You Able?” and will feature guest speaker John Gallucci, business coach and motivational speaker
and president and chief executive officer of JAG Physical Therapy. The
event costs $10 and registration can be
done on the county’s website at ucnj.org.

Birchwood
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

sons for designating the area as blight
“are not based upon substantial credible evidence,” and furthermore says,
“There was no rational basis for the
township to undertake the redevelopment study... While some of the individual lots may suffer from deferred
maintenance and may have been subject to various code violations that is
not a basis to blight an entire area and
certainly not to invoke the extraordinary power of eminent domain to take
private property for a private development.”
Mr. Rothman said the letters do not
reference the township’s recent resolution that would change the properties
within the study area and remove the
power of eminent domain.
On January 23, the committee voted,
3 to 2, to supersede a resolution passed
last year, and replace it with a resolution
authorizing the committee request to
the planning board to undertake conducting a study of North Avenue East to
determine if it can be designated a noncondemnation area in need of redevelopment and/or an area in need of rehabilitation under the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law. This would
remove the power of eminent domain.
In addition, the committee has removed
a number of properties from the list that
include viable businesses in that area.
The resolution would request the planning board only include townshipowned properties made up of the municipal parking lot 1 and fire station, the
former MDTV building at 27 North
Avenue East, a parking area and roadway adjacent to the train line and a
parking lot on 26-30 North Avenue
East, as well as Swan Cleaners at 44
North Avenue East, in the study.
To date the planning board has not
received the resolution making the request to the board nor was it aware of

the request to supersede the resolution,
Ms. Murray said.
During public comment, resident Rita
LaBrutto requested the planning board
present to the residents its draft affordable-housing plan, and also suggested a
subcommittee of the board be formed
of residents who could help shape the
affordable-housing plan.
“I am concerned about the fact the
town really hasn’t seen a draft of an
affordable-housing plan,” she said.
“We have professionals working on
it and a plan has been developed and it
has not been presented yet,” Ms. Murray
responded. Harbor Consultants was
hired to prepare the plan, Mayor Hannen
said, and told Ms. LaBrutto to read
court documents from August 2017.
“I think you are better off getting the
town’s buy in when you have presentations and share things with them and get
that feedback,” Ms. LaBrutto said.
The township has until the end of the
year to fulfill its affordable-housing
obligation in a judgment by state superior court in Elizabeth. The development at 215-235 Birchwood Avenue
would satisfy a portion of the housing,
but the remainder would need to be
spelled out in the affordable-housing
plan.
The township, with trying to designate North Avenue East as a redevelopment zone, was to set aside 16 affordable-housing units in that area, Ms.
LaBrutto said. “My confidence level is
not there if we wanted to condemn 18
properties to yield 16 units,” Ms.
LaBrutto said.
Ms. LaBrutto said the township could
add two group homes to the plan and
receive double the credit towards the
obligations, netting 16 units, and further said the township’s current group
homes are not being allocated towards
the obligation.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

AND THE WINNERS ARE...Valeri Sewald and Dan Black put up posters of the
winners of the McKinley Elementary School STEAM Science Night enviromental
poster contest at 109 East Broad Street in Westfield on Saturday morning.

Rotate Drop Schedule Focus
Of Cranford BOE Meeting
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford High
School (CHS) Principal Mark
Cantagallo gave board of education
members an update Monday night at
the board’s work session meeting on
the status of the rotate drop scheduling
being offered at CHS.
The rotate drop schedule, which began at CHS in September, allows for a
six-period schedule and a lunch that
rotates every day, enabling students to
go from 43-minute periods to approximately 57-minute periods with a longer
lunch period.
The projected benefits of the rotate
drop schedule include increased club/
activity time, improved time-management skills, exposure to a college-like
environment, less student stress, more
flexible scheduling options, longer instructional periods and increased guidance contact time.
According to Mr. Cantagallo, 156
surveys were completed by students at
CHS to get feedback on the program,
representing 12 percent of the student
population. The survey results revealed
that while only 52.6 percent of students
were in favor of the rotate drop schedule last year, 75 percent of students say
they currently are in favor of the schedule this year.
Mr. Cantagallo summed this up as, “a
massive shift in the thoughts from the
students” related to the scheduling.
Additionally, survey results showed
51.9 percent of students believed the
rotate drop schedule allowed for various
assessments that may not have been possible with the traditional 1-8 schedule.
Mr. Cantagallo told the board, “teachers are adjusting to the schedule very
well.”
Last year 17 percent of the CHS staff
described themselves as not in favor of
the rotate drop schedule, but that is
down to only 7 percent who distinguish
themselves in that category this school
year.
Extended lunch, the most popular
element in the rotate drop schedule,
affords students new opportunities.
According to survey results, approximately 85 percent of students go to see

Westfield Afford. Housing
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Cronin requested at the workshop session that the town council approve DWC
events that will be held this year up
through August.
The DWC is planning to hold a
new event this year at the request of
downtown businesses called Second
Sundays, where each second Sunday
a new themed event will take place in
the downtown, Ms. Cronin announced.
A new mayor’s coalition has been
formed of approximately 25 municipal
representatives to garner support in
Trenton for a one-seat train ride during
peak hours on the Raritan Valley Train
Line to and from New York City, Mayor
Brindle said in her mayor’s update. The
line’s ridership has increased, where
ridership on other lines has gone down,
she said.
Mayor Brindle also congratulated
three newly hired patrol officers, Nicholas Calello, David Went and Fortunato
Riga.
Liz Jeffery, a volunteer economic
consultant, and Ms. Cronin have met to
discuss revitalization of the downtown,
the mayor said.
The approval of a subdivision of a
property on Fairview Circle has re-

Water Company
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Carmen Cascao

Custom Jewelry Designs
908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ
Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm
Thursday: 10am to 7pm • Saturday: 10am to 5pm
Sunday: Closed

“I support the ordinance in principle.
It would be better served for discussions with the finance committee,”
Mayor Lombardo said.
Ms. Blumenstock said she understands financial prudence is significant
to maintaining a feasible budget. She
said the DPW is a “crucial department
for the borough,” with “the most contentious discussions” happening when
the “DPW is on the table.”
“We should defeat this now and come
together on a better solution,” Mr. Sarno
said in explaining why a tabling will not
be effective in stopping the measure as
proposed, just delaying when the ordinance is approved.
Councilwoman Sara Todisco said she
supports tabling the ordinance, allowing the finance committee to analyze

the financial impact of a fixed-dollaramount raise versus a percentage raise
based on salary each year.
Resident Bruce Paterson said a
fixed-dollar raise may be less costly
for the borough versus a percentage
of salary-based raise. Mr. Paterson
said a percentage raise is based off
the previous year’s income.
Ms. Todisco will be replacing Councilman Sarno on the finance committee
and will serve as the committee’s chair.
Mr. Sarno will replace Ms. Todisco as
the police subcommittee chairwoman.
Former councilman Jim Mathieu said
he wanted to know what prompted the
subcommittee to change between Mr.
Sarno and Ms. Todisco. Mr. Sarno said
the change was “more of a conflict of
scheduling.” He said the scheduling

teachers, coaches and advisors during
that lunch block at least once a week.
This would have been “almost impossible” under the traditional 1-8 period
schedule previously in effect.
“There are always going to be pockets of challenges,” Mr. Cantagallo told
board members, but “we will continue
to evaluate it.”
In other board business, the district
calendar was reviewed and approved
by the board. Superintendent of Schools
Scott Rubin, Ed.D., referred to the
completion as a “labor of love” that
involved coming up with a schedule
that worked for everyone.
The board awarded a contract to J &
J Transportation for pupil transportation services for an amount not to exceed $19,401.
The board also voted to continue
with its current spring season team
coaches. The board approved Dennis
McCaffery as head coach for the Varsity baseball team and Ryan Matlosz as
his assistant. Vincent Gilstrap was approved as the Junior Varsity (JV) baseball coach and Stephen Daubert was
approved as the freshman coach.
Heather West was approved again as
the head softball coach on the Varsity
level and Christine Pemoulie was approved to coach JV Softball.
Michael Dow will be head coach for
Boys’Varsity Track while John Schiano
was approved as Girls’ Varsity Track
coach, with Justin Bonitatis, Ryan
Huber, Kerry Yorkanis and Chad
Faulcon approved as assistant coaches.
Samantha Berk was approved to return as head Varsity coach for Girls’
Lacrosse and Albert Reinoso will continue as the head Varsity coach for
Boys’Lacrosse, with Morgan Dow and
John Hoeffler as JV coaches.
Robert Caparruva was approved
again as the head tennis coach on the
Varsity level and Andrew Gagliardo
was hired as the JV coach.
The board approved Dmitry
Chervinsky again as athletic trainer and
equipment manager and William Ray
was approved as head golf coach.
The next board of education meeting
is scheduled for Monday, February 26,
at 7:30 p.m.

conflict was between other committee
members and Borough Hall staff.
“I figured it would hamper the budget process,” said Mayor Lombardo in
stating the philosophy differences and
scheduling conflicts were his reasons
for making the change.
Mr. Mathieu said he was “disheartened” that the only trained accountant on the council is not on the finance subcommittee.
Parking Enforcement Officer John
Patterson has been hired to enforce all
parking laws including residential and
commuter permits issuance. Edward
Mironski has begun his career as a
Garwood police officer. Sworn-in by
Police Chief James Wright, Officer
Mironski will begin his initial field training for the next four to six months.

sulted in a burst of discussion on
Facebook posts, Mayor Brindle said.
She noted that while she voted to deny
the application, she said it “is important
to remember the planning board must
follow legal procedures.”
A subcommittee is going to be
tasked with reviewing ordinances to
see if they can be “tweaked to reflect
the current climate,” Mayor Brindle
said, so there is a balance of “protecting the interest of land owners...while
keeping the character of our community.”
Pam Wiaczech, during the public
comment part of the meeting, requested the council immediately begin a proactive, systemic and timely
approach to historic preservation by
investigating homes that could be
designated as historic or deed restricted, and working with those
homeowners to educate them on such
a designation.
“We shouldn’t be waiting for the
master plan or for homes to come to
the planning board,” she said. Ms.
Wiaczech also asked that the Historic
Preservation Commission agendas and
minutes be posted on the town’s
website.
She also asked that the governing
body amend the relative town ordinance so that homes and districts with
state or federal designations could be
automatically given a local historic designation in Westfield. She said homes
on Stoneleigh Park have already been
lost that were designated by the federal
government’s secretary of the interior
as historic, but were never designated
in Westfield.
Resident Terry Quinn asked for the
names of those who were appointed to
a committee to review résumés for
municipal positions.
The nine people who served on a
search committee to recommend the
appointment of the municipal prosecutor and the public defender were
Anthony Cook, Carl Salisbury,
Curtis Tao, Cheryl Altman, Michael
La Place, Laurie Woog, Liz
Mulholland, Peggy Brug and Ravi
Motwani, as provided to The Leader
by the town.
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Planning Board Sets Hearing
On Redevelopment Plan
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The downtown redevelopment process moved
a step forward on Monday when the
planning board accepted a report
that evaluated all the properties in
the central business district for their
redevelopment potential and then
scheduled a public hearing for next
month.
The report by professional planner Michael Mistretta evaluated 63
individual properties in the downtown business district — a 19.2acre area that includes lots on Park
Avenue between Grand Street and
the CVS property; Forest Road be-

tween Grand Street and Westfield
Avenue; the CVS property and parking lot along East Second Street;
the property between Front Street
and East Second Street that houses
the municipal building and parking
lot, the firehouse and several privately-owned buildings; and the
strip of privately-owned properties
on Westfield Avenue between Park
Avenue and Forest Road.
Redevelopment of the central
business district will start with properties currently owned by the municipal government. They include
much of the block bounded by Grand
Street, Bartle Avenue, Forest Road
and Park Avenue where the library

Courtesy of the JCC of Central NJ

YOUNG AND GREEN...Area youngsters perform Shrek to sold-out crowds at
Terrill Middle School this weekend. The show is put on by the JCC of Central New
Jersey.

Rec. Commission Approves
New Logo for Department
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The recreation commission unanimously approved a new logo for the recreation department and affiliated programs at its meeting Monday night.
The new logo will
revitalize department branding while
symbolizing the recreation department’s
“liveliness” or activeness in the community, stated Parks
and Recreation Director DJ Salvante.
The previous logo
had not been changed for several
decades, stated Assistant Director
Julie Buonaguro.
The recreation commissioners
chose from five different logos or
symbols before rendering their final decision.
“The new logo is a refreshed modernization of an old logo. The recreation department is very strong in

town. However, we did not have a
branded logo,” Mr. Salvante said.
Commissioner Alfonse Akins said
updating or “revitalizing” a logo is
not an idea he is opposed to and is
reflective of the significant relationship the commission has with
the community.
Commissioner
Tom Donatelli said
he was in full support of a new logo,
but raised concerns
with branding costs
regarding the logo replacement on new
signs in public parks
or public areas.
“First, let’s worry about thinking
about a logo we want than worry
about what we will put it on,” Mr.
Akins said.
In other business, the department
will continue to use a multiple outreach marketing technique utilizing
Community Pass, Facebook and local newspapers. Commissioner
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SPIN THE WHEEL...The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club held its annual
Casino Night on Friday at the Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch Plains.
Attendees are shown at one of the gaming tables. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Rotary Club event organizers Maureen Illainovsky, Ruth Wolinsky and Patty
Laguna.

WESTFIELD
WEST

now sits as well as the lot housing
the municipal building and parking
lot as well as the firehouse.
“We’re responsible for setting the
stage,” Mr. Mistretta told the planning board at its Monday night meeting, “and making it inviting for developers to come in” and develop
not only municipal properties but
privately-owned ones as well.
Using a variety of criteria, his
evaluation of the 63 properties found
that 45 of them — about 16 acres of
the 19.2 acres in total — qualified
as being potentially designated as
an Area in Need of Redevelopment.
Such a designation would give the
municipal government much greater
control over redevelopment of those
properties in terms of size, design
and type of building. Seven of the
45 properties, Mr. Mistretta said,
are owned by the township and account for just over half of the 16
acres. The properties along the south
side of Westfield Avenue between
Park Avenue and Forest Road were
ruled out as part of the redevelopment effort as were the residential
properties on Forest Road between
Westfield Avenue and Bartle Avenue along with the funeral home
property.
Mr. Mistretta stressed that his report identifying private properties
as potential redevelopment areas
should not be seen as “an attack on
someone’s business or building.”
He stressed the need for publicprivate partnerships to drive the
redevelopment process in the years
ahead. When it comes to the downtown, he said, the township and local businesses and property owners
can either settle for the status quo
“or figure it out together.”
Mr. Mistretta noted that while surface parking lots dominate the
downtown, parking in the central
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FEELING LUCKY...The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club held its annual Casino Night on Friday at the Shackamaxon
Country Club in Scotch Plains. Attendees are shown at one of the gaming tables.

Council to Introduce Flat
Budget With No Tax Hike
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township council plans to introduce a
2018 operating budget that will contain no increase in total expenditures
and no increase in the municipal
portion of local property-tax bills.
At the council’s budget meeting
last Saturday, attended by the heads
of several departments, all members
of the governing body were supportive of keeping the budget at the
$25.4-million level of last year’s
spending plan. The municipal tax

Freeholders OK $19-Mil.
Tower Stairwell Contract
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders approved a $19-million contract last
Thursday with GPC, Inc. of Millburn
for construction of an interior stairwell in the Union County Courthouse tower. The project has been in
the discussion stages since 2000
when the state notified the county
that the historic landmark no longer
met modern fire codes and that a
secondary egress was needed for fire
safety reasons.
At the February 1 agenda-setting
meeting, Director of Engineering,
Public Works and Facilities Management Joseph Graziano said it is
anticipated that construction will
commence in March and take three
years to complete. It will start with
work in the rotunda and proceed to
the second phase, which is the internal staircase. He said the work will
be completed at night to lessen the
impact on employees and the public.
After originally considering an external staircase, the county later opted
to construct the interior stairwell and
to build a separate 78,000-squarefoot family courthouse on Cherry
Street in Elizabeth. The $38.6-million facility has seven courtrooms
and judges’ chambers and also is
home to the Union County Family
Justice Center, serving victims of
domestic violence.
The resolution to hire GPC passed
by a 7-to-1 vote, with Freeholder
Mohamed Jalloh as the lone dissenting vote.
In other business, the board approved an ordinance to fix the salary
of incoming county manager Ed
Oatman at $169,000, $7,000 lower
than current manager Alfred Faella

of Mountainside, who is retiring as
of Thursday, March 1, when Mr.
Oatman begins his new position. Mr.
Oatman has been chief of staff for
Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) and Assemblyman James
Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway) and
served as the Union County campaign coordinator for the Phil
Murphy for Governor Campaign.
The resolution passed by an 8-to-0
tally as Freeholder Chris Hudak was
absent.
The board also approved a resolution by a vote of 7 to 1 to waive the
county’s residency requirement for
county employees for Mr. Oatman,
who is a resident of Woodbridge.
Freeholder Angel Estrada was the
sole no vote on the resolution.
During the public comment section of the meeting, Neil Weissman
of Manhattan came before the board
as a representative of Complete
George, a group that seeks to have
the bike paths widened on the George
Washington Bridge. He asked the
board to write a letter supporting the
project. He said the bridge currently
is undergoing a seven-year, $1.9billion re-cabling and restoration
project. He said as part of the project
the bike paths are to be restored to
the 1931 era of the paths. The Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey, which operates the span, has
proposed one seven-foot path for
pedestrians and runners and a separate seven-foot path for cyclists. The
group supports two 10-foot paths for
cyclists and two seven-foot paths for
pedestrians and runners.
“The George is the sole bike-able
connector between North Jersey and
New York City. Its seven-foot paths
are dangerously overcrowded at

rate will not increase for the third
time in the past four years.
Two significant appropriation increases, though, are planned for this
year. One is for fees for planners and
attorneys involved in the redevelopment efforts in the downtown business district, which are gearing up as
the council and planning board begin to move forward on considering
actual development proposals and
then finalizing deals with interested
builders. Another area that will see a
boost in its budget is the construction department, which will be modernized via the digitizing of its numerous paper documents.
These increases will be offset in
part by the recently-approved reduction in health benefit expenses for
township employees, lower police
department salaries due to several
retirements and a reduction in police
overtime. Overall salary appropriations for municipal employees are
down $141,166 from last year’s $9.7million level.
It is anticipated that state aid will

remain at the $2.3-million level it
has been for the past several years.
About $3.4 million of municipal surplus also will be used to offset the
need for a tax increase. Funding for
the library in 2018 will be set at the
state-mandated level of $1.4 million.
The municipal budget is expected
to be introduced at the council’s Tuesday, February 20 meeting along with
the capital budget, with a public hearing and vote in March.
The tentative capital budget totals
about $2 million and includes money
for new equipment for the fire department as well as improvements to
its two facilities, with the bulk earmarked for the south-side firehouse
given the unclear future of the northside station as downtown redevelopment moves forward.
The Department of Public Works
will receive money to replace several older vehicles while the police
department will receive funding to
conduct traffic studies related to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

RECOGNITION OF SERVICE...Jennifer Power, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
PTA Council Vice-President, recognized and thanked the nine school board
members for their work and dedication to the schools as part of January’s
recognition of boards of education. Each school’s PTA president then presented
each board member with a mason jar full of chocolates as a small token of their
appreciation. Pictured, from left to right, are: Joshua Matty, Barbara Matty and
board member Tonya Williams.
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Westfield Council Introduces
Affordable-Housing Ords.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CASINO NIGHT...Attendees at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club Casino
Night on Friday pose for the camera. The event was held at the Shackamaxon
Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Carjacking Reported on
Route 22 in Scotch Plains
SCOTCH PLAINS – Patrol units
reponded to the Scotchwood Diner,
located at 1934 Route 22 East, on a
report of a carjacking early Wednesday morning. Upon arrival they met
the victim, a 43-year-old male, who
stated he was approached in the
parking lot by two white males who
assaulted him. A third male entered
his vehicle, described as a 2001
Toyota Camry, which the victim had
running in the parking lot. The suspects who assaulted the victim ran
to a tan-colored vehicle that was
parked on the property next door
and fled the area. The victim reported both of the vehicles fled eastbound on Route 22. An alert was
issued to surrounding towns and the
victim’s vehicle was located a short
time later on Lawrence Avenue in
Westfield. Union County K-9 was
brought in for a track with negative
results. The victim suffered minor
lacerations to his hands and face.
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business district remains a problem
due to the inefficient layouts of the
lots. He said converting two of the
existing lots into structured-parking facilities, i.e., parking decks,
would help with those problems as
well as serve as a catalyst in attracting new businesses and residents to
a revitalized downtown. He said the
existing lots in front of the library
and next to the municipal building
are prime locales for new, multilevel parking decks.
The planning board will hold a
public hearing on the report at its
Monday, March 12 meeting. All
owners and lien-holders of the 63
evaluated properties will be formally notified of the hearing, and
copies of Mr. Mistretta’s report will
be available next week at the municipal building and on the township website. Following the hearing, the board will then make a
recommendation to the township
council, which will evaluate the report and, if approved, start the process of soliciting formal proposals
from interested developers.
Board Chairwoman Paulette
Coronato said on Monday that, “this
is the time for Scotch Plains to really look at the future and how we
want it to be developed” while
“keeping as much control” over the
process “as possible.”
Mayor Alexander Smith called
the report “very critical” to moving
the township forward. He said 95
percent of municipal property taxes
are paid by residents; developing
and expanding the downtown will
help widen the local tax base. He
admitted that, “we’ll take some heat”
from property owners and others as
the process moves forward.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
responded to treat the victim, who
declined transport to the hospital.
This incident currently is under
active investigation and anyone with
information regarding this incident
is encouraged to contact Det. Mark
Lynch at (908) 322-7100, ext. no.
112, or Det./Sgt. Donnell Joyce at
(908) 322-7100, ext. no. 113.

Logo
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Akins said he would share his local
news contact list with Mr. Salvante,
enabling all residents to stay informed of upcoming events.
The recreation commission reviewed updates on how the wrestling program established under the
“recreation commission umbrella”
has been doing.
Recreation Commission Chairman Mike Walsh said oversight regarding background checks for who
is hired to coach and deal with children will always be necessary. The
recreation department or commission is not looking to render decisions on coaching abilities based on
skill sets, but instead is seeking to
review the suggestions referred to
by the wrestling program volunteers, Mr. Walsh said.
Registration process oversight
and analyzing the program’s financial costs will be the recreation
department’s active oversight versus implementing practice techniques, Ms. Buonaguro explained.
Although the wrestling program
rollout has been successful, the
rollout was “a bit quick,” stated Ms.
Buonaguro. Mr. Walsh said no wrestling program representatives were
present to provide negative input so
he would concur with Ms.
Buonaguro’s sentiment that the
rollout has been successful.
Mr. Salvante said he wants to
start implementing tracked responses or feedback from program
participants. He stated program
feedback allows for alterations to
be made for a better process.
“Post-program surveys could be
really effective,” Mr. Walsh said.
The commission began planning
summer camp and programs alongside the Easter Egg Hunt. The deadline to register for camp was on
Tuesday.
Recreation Commissioner and
Programming Committee Chairwoman Deanna Dell-Bene said incorporating a swim day at some
point throughout the summer camp
program could be a fun activity.
Ms. Dell-Bene said other towns have
used their community pools for
campers on designated days.
Ms. Dell-Bene said the event
could boost resident interest and
adolescent membership at the public pools.
Mr. Salvante said the idea is not
totally unreasonable or impossible
after all safety precautions are considered.

N&C Jewelers
Nabig Sakr

WESTFIELD — In preparation
for its April compliance hearing with
the state Superior Court to satisfy
its third round affordable-housing
obligations, the town council on
Tuesday introduced a set of ordinances to be passed on to the planning board, which will hold a hearing on Monday, March 5, that
specify overlay zones and amend
density within two properties in
town.
The overlay zones run along the
North and South Avenues corridor
east of Central Avenue, one at the
Pan Am Cleaners site where a potential mixed development with 30
inclusionary units may be built, one
along Central Avenue and one at
Ross Place, Town Planner Donald
Sammet told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times.
The changes in density refer to a
property where Westfield Lumber
operates and property where Williams Nursery is located. Both properties currently are zoned for affordable housing and the amendment to the ordinance changes the
density of housing allowed on the
site. Density at the Williams Nursery site will allow for construction
of 130 total housing units, including 26 affordable-housing units.
Density at the Westfield Lumber
site allows for 25 dwelling units per
acre. Both properties will continue
to operate their respective businesses, and there are no current plans
for housing to be built there, Mr.
Sammet confirmed.
The town is working on providing an information sheet on its
website that spells out in layman
terms the town’s affordable-housing settlement agreement, Mayor
Shelley Brindle said.
“There is a lot to like in this agreement,” Mayor Brindle said. She further said the town’s settlement put
Westfield “ahead of other municipalities.”
In other business, sewer fees were
amended for 2018. Previously, the
fees for a single-family residence
were not to exceed $195 per year,
and will be changed to a flat fee of
$165; for multi-family dwellings it
was not to exceed $125 per year
maximum, and will change to a flat
fee of $100, and commercial and
industrial properties was set to not
exceed $875, and was changed to a

Freeholders
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3,700 cyclists per day on weekends,
and that use is growing 10 percent
per year,” he said.
Freeholder Estrada, the current
chairman of the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority, responded that, “it appears this is all a
financial issue,” noting that the Authority is “engaged” in other largescale projects such as Terminal A at
Newark Liberty International Airport, the extension of PATH into
Newark Airport, and the new bus
terminal in New York City.
“This will not change the possibility of doing this at a later time because all it is is extending the actual
width of the bridge,” Mr. Estrada
said. He said it appears, however,
that there is a “lack of interest” by
the Port Authority to widen the paths.
During Freeholder comments,
Freeholder Al Mirabella noted that
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi has
announced the U.S. Department of
State is raising the Passport fees from
$25 to $35 as of Monday, April 2.
The fee, mandated by the Department of State, applies to Passport
applications that are submitted to an
authorized agent, including a U.S.
Post Office, county clerk or other
government offices.
Freeholder Bruce Bergen noted
that the next Union County Means
Business networking breakfast will
be held at 8 a.m. on Wednesday,
February 21, at the Kean University
STEM Building on Morris Avenue
in Union. The event is entitled “Are
You Able?” and will feature guest
speaker John Gallucci, business
coach and motivational speaker and
president and chief executive officer
of JAG Physical Therapy. The event
costs $10 and registration can be
done on the county’s website at
ucnj.org.

set fee of $415.
The Westfield Memorial Pool will
have its slides refurbished. The
council approved a $29,530 contract with Slide Pros to refurbish
two slides at the pool.
Brown & Brown was appointed
as the risk management consultant
for 2018 in connection with the
town’s agreement to join both the
Suburban Joint Insurance Fund and
the Municipal Excess Liability Joint
Insurance Fund. The town received
six applicants in response to its request for proposals.
A contract with NV5 Engineering
for $15,000 was approved to provide on-call traffic safety and engineering services to the town as necessary. NV5, formerly named RBA
Group, is to provide input for the Lot
7 project. “That will hopefully come
to a conclusion soon,” Town Administrator Jim Gildea said at Tuesday’s
workshop session held prior to the
official council meeting.
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) Executive Director Sherry
Cronin requested at the workshop
session that the town council approve DWC events that will be held
this year up through August.
The DWC is planning to hold a
new event this year at the request of
downtown businesses called Second Sundays, where each second
Sunday a new themed event will
take place in the downtown, Ms.
Cronin announced.
A new mayor’s coalition has been
formed of approximately 25 municipal representatives to garner
support in Trenton for a one-seat
train ride during peak hours on the
Raritan Valley Train Line to and
from New York City, Mayor Brindle
said in her mayor’s update. The
line’s ridership has increased, where
ridership on other lines has gone
down, she said.
Mayor Brindle also congratulated
three newly hired patrol officers,
Nicholas Calello, David Went and
Fortunato Riga.
Liz Jeffery, a volunteer economic
consultant, and Ms. Cronin have
met to discuss revitalization of the
downtown, the mayor said.
The approval of a subdivision of
a property on Fairview Circle has
resulted in a burst of discussion on
Facebook posts, Mayor Brindle
said. She noted that while she voted
to deny the application, she said it
“is important to remember the planning board must follow legal procedures.”
A subcommittee is going to be
tasked with reviewing ordinances
to see if they can be “tweaked to
reflect the current climate,” Mayor
Brindle said, so there is a balance of
“protecting the interest of land
owners...while keeping the character of our community.”
Pam Wiaczech, during the public
comment part of the meeting, requested the council immediately begin a proactive, systemic and timely
approach to historic preservation
by investigating homes that could
be designated as historic or deed
restricted, and working with those
homeowners to educate them on
such a designation.
“We shouldn’t be waiting for the
master plan or for homes to come to
the planning board,” she said. Ms.
Wiaczech also asked that the Historic Preservation Commission
agendas and minutes be posted on
the town’s website. She also asked
that the governing body amend the
relative town ordinance so that
homes and districts with state or
federal designations could be automatically given a local historic designation in Westfield. She said
homes on Stoneleigh Park have already been lost that were designated by the federal government’s
secretary of the interior as historic,
but were never designated in
Westfield.
Resident Terry Quinn asked for
the names of those who were appointed to a committee to review
résumés for municipal positions.
The nine people who served on a
search committee to recommend the
appointment of the municipal prosecutor and the public defender were
Anthony Cook, Carl Salisbury,
Curtis Tao, Cheryl Altman, Michael
La Place, Laurie Woog, Liz
Mulholland, Peggy Brug and Ravi
Motwani, as provided to The Times
by the town.

Carmen Cascao

Custom Jewelry Designs
908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ
Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm
Thursday: 10am to 7pm • Saturday: 10am to 5pm
Sunday: Closed

Courtesy of the JCC of Central NJ

AN OGRE OF A TIME...The cast of Shrek wowed sold-out audiences at Terrill
Middle School this weekend. The show is put on by the JCC of Central New Jersey.

Kristin McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ROADWAY CLOSED...Police closed off South Avenue from the traffic circle to
Summit Avenue opposite the Westfield Train Station late Friday afternoon after
a suspicious package was found. The Union County Bomb Squad determined the
package was not an explosive and the roadway was reopened after two hours. The
incident remains under investigation by the Westfield Police Department.

Bomb Squad Determines
Package Not An Explosive
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield Police
are continuing their investigation following a suspicious package that was
left Friday afternoon on South Avenue near Summit Avenue near the
Westfield Train Station.
Police Chief David Wayman told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that police received a call around 4
p.m. regarding a suspicious package
atop a mailbox on the 400 block of
South Avenue. An officer responded
and determined the package was suspicious, at which time businesses in
the area were evacuated and South
Avenue was closed from the traffic
circle to Summit Avenue and the
Union County Bomb Squad was
called to the scene.
Chief Wayman said NJ Transit was
contacted but they determined the
package was left far enough away
from the station not to pose a safety
risk to trains coming into the station
and thus train service was not interrupted. Chief Wayman did say that

NJ Transit took precautions including having staff check to ensure no
other suspicious packages were located at the train station.
The chief said the bomb squad determined the package was not a threat
and the area reopened to traffic after
a two-hour investigation. He said
police are reviewing security camera
footage from the area to try and determine who left the package and their
intent for making the package appear
to look like an explosive. Chief
Wayman said if charges are brought
the case would likely be handled by
the state.

Budget
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pedestrian safety. The recreation department will use funding to make
improvements to Brookside Park and
to what will soon be called Frazee
House Park, while the engineering department will see funding for this year’s
roadwork improvement program.

Water Co. to Begin Work
On Garwood Streets
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — At Tuesday’s borough council meeting, New Jersey
American Water field operations manager Michael Bange provided a final
presentation before American Water
begins upgrading the system.
The upgrades will improve water
flow to homes, fire hydrant efficiency,
and “your infrastructure will be in A-1
shape,” Mr. Bange said. The work will
commence the week of Monday, February 19, and continue throughout the
spring.
Streets with work commencing the
week of February 19 include Center
Street, Spruce Avenue, Myrtle Avenue,
New Street, Beech Avenue, Locust
Avenue, Pine Avenue, Hazel Avenue,
Hickory Avenue, East Street and Oak
Street.
Contaminants or residue build within
the pipes over many decades, Mr. Bange
explained. He said water quality will
improve dramatically and will be tested
before consumption is allowed.
Utility owned service lines from the
company’s main in the street to the
company’s shut-off valve (generally
located near the curb) will be replaced,
Mr. Bange said. He said all residents
whose streets are involved will be notified within ample time before construction begins. Residents will not lose
water as alternative pipes will service
homes during the revitalization process, he said.
All meters will be moved from residents’ properties at no cost to the resident. The process will take 20 to 30
minutes, with all residents notified before their residence is affected, Mr.
Bange said.
ResidentAlbert Delconte said he was
concerned from previous experiences
that uprooted trees, disturbed sod, or
lawns would not properly be repaired.
Mr. Bange said disturbed soil will be
replaced, and that sod and grass will be
reseeded with fresh topsoil.
“We have invested a lot of money.
The last thing we want to do is make any
customer unhappy,” Mr. Bange said.
In other business, an ordinance fixing the salaries and wages for the Department of Public Works (DPW) was
tabled in a 4-to-3 vote. A tabled ordinance allows for further review before
an official yes or no vote is determined
and the ordinance can be altered. Mayor
Charles Lombardo voted in favor of the
tabling as the deciding vote. Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro, Councilman
McCormack and Councilman Joseph
Sarno all voted against tabling the ordinance.
Councilwoman
Jennifer
Blumenstock said she wanted to table
the ordinance during discussion in the
workshop session before the regular
council meeting began. Ms.

Blumenstock said she supports the ordinance as is; however, she would appreciate further input from the council’s
finance committee.
“I support the ordinance in principle.
It would be better served for discussions with the finance committee,”
Mayor Lombardo said.
Ms. Blumenstock said she understands financial prudence is significant
to maintaining a feasible budget. She
said the DPW is a “crucial department
for the borough,” with “the most contentious discussions” happening when
the “DPW is on the table.”
“We should defeat this now and come
together on a better solution,” Mr. Sarno
said in explaining why a tabling will not
be effective in stopping the measure as
proposed, just delaying when the ordinance is approved.
Councilwoman Sara Todisco said she
supports tabling the ordinance, allowing the finance committee to analyze
the financial impact of a fixed-dollaramount raise versus a percentage raise
based on salary each year.
Resident Bruce Paterson said a fixeddollar raise may be less costly for the
borough versus a percentage of salarybased raise. Mr. Paterson said a percentage raise is based off the previous
year’s income.
Councilwoman Todisco will be replacing Councilman Sarno on the finance committee and will serve as the
committee’s chair. Mr. Sarno will replace Ms. Todisco as the police subcommittee chairwoman.
Former councilman Jim Mathieu said
he wanted to know what prompted the
subcommittee to change between Mr.
Sarno and Ms. Todisco.
“I am not involved,” said Ms. Todisco
in stating the change was not her idea.
Mr. Sarno said the change was “more
of a conflict of scheduling.” He said the
scheduling conflict was between other
committee members and Borough Hall
staff.
“I figured it would hamper the budget process,” said Mayor Lombardo in
stating the philosophy differences and
scheduling conflicts were his reasons
for making the change.
Mayor Lombardo said instead of reassigning all committees he decided to
just make one change.
Mr. Mathieu said he was “disheartened” that the only trained accountant
on the council is not on the finance
subcommittee.
Parking Enforcement Officer John
Patterson has been hired to enforce
all parking laws including residential
and commuter permits issuance. Lifelong resident Edward Mironski has
begun his career as a Garwood police
officer. Sworn-in by Police Chief
James Wright, Officer Mironski will
begin his initial field training for the
next four to six months.
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Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Jim Lowney/County of Union

UNDERSHERIFF BURKE...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli holds the Bible
as state Superior Court Assignment Judge Karen Cassidy swears in Dennis Burke,
right, as the newest undersheriff in the Union County Sheriff’s Office during a
ceremony at the Union County Courthouse in Elizabeth. Undersheriff Burke, a 23year veteran of the Sheriff’s Office, will continue his assignment as the commander
of the Field Services Division, which includes the Criminal Investigations Unit,
Family Violence Unit, Community Policing Unit, Crime Scene Unit, K9 Search
and Rescue Unit and the Bureau of Criminal Identification. He replaces Michael
Fink as undersheriff.

Planned Parenthood Dodges
Munoz Budget Questions
TRENTON – An official from
Planned Parenthood New Jersey declined lawmaker’s questions about
the organization’s financial details,
such as its annual budget, annual revenue and executive compensation,
during an Assembly Budget hearing
on Monday.
“We asked these questions of you
two weeks ago so I expected perhaps
you would know that we would be
asking these questions again,” Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R21st, Summit) told Planned
Parenthood’s Political Director
Christine Sadovy.
The questions were about a proposal for a $7.5 million supplemental
appropriation, which lasts through
June 2018.
During an Assembly Health Committee hearing two weeks ago, Assemblywomen Holly Schepisi (R39th, Westwood) and Nancy Munoz
posed the same questions. They asked
for a breakdown of how the money
would be spent, what the
organization’s annual federal and state
revenues, and how much it pays its
executives.
Ms. Sadovy told the budget committee she didn’t have a budget to
share with the committee – virtually
the same answer she gave two weeks
ago, according the Assembly Republicans press release.
She also declined to share the
organizations revenues because she
didn’t know them “off the top of
her head.” Responding to questions about executive compensation, Ms. Sadovy said, “I am not
going to share information about
employee salaries or other personnel issues.”
Planned Parenthood’s national revenue was $1.4 billion in 2016, according to Forbes’ 100 largest U.S.
charities list. The highest executive
salary was $727,202, a tenth of the
proposed supplemental appropriation. A reason for needing taxpayer

dollars, and how those dollars will be
used, still has not been provided, according to the release.
The $7.5 million supplemental appropriation will be up for a vote
during today’s Assembly session. If
it passes it will go to Governor Phil
Murphy’s desk to be signed.

Groups Oppose
Off-Shore Drilling
REGION — A coalition of New
Jersey’s environmental, business, and
public interest organizations, elected
officials, concerned citizens and local businesses, held a press conference on February 7 in Asbury Park to
urge citizens to speak out at New
Jersey’s only official public meeting
on President Trump’s new Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing
Program.
The Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management (BOEM) was scheduled to conduct the official Public
Meeting yesterday, February 14,
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. in Hamilton
after this newspaper’s press deadline.
“Drilling anywhere in the Atlantic makes the region vulnerable to
spills and risks revenue loss from
New Jersey’s $44.1-billion tourism
industry, most of which is generated at the Jersey Shore,” according
a press release from Clean Ocean
Action.
“Drilling is too risky for any coastal
town with a tourism economy,” said
Bradley Beach Councilman John
Weber.

Scutari Retains Atty., Challenges
Rules Set By Mahr in Chair Vote
In her role as acting county chair of
the Union County Democratic
Comittee, Fanwood Mahor Colleen
Mahr has said she wants voting machines used as a means to avoid “potential retribution” some committee
members have told they feel in terms
of their vote for the next committee
chairman. The vote for the new chair
will be held this Wednesday, February 21 at 7 p.m. at Gran Centurion in
Clark. Assemblyman Gerald Green
(D-22nd, Plainfield) resigned as committee chairman for health reasons.
Ms. Mahr served as first vice-chair
under Mr. Green.
Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) is running against Ms. Mahr for
chair as is Hillside Democratic Chairman Anthony Salters. Mr. Scutari has
hired Linden attorney Edward J.
Kologi to represent him “with respect
to his candidacy for the chairmanship
of the Union County Democratic
Committee.” Mr. Scutari is opposed
to the use of voting machines as well
as the requirement that the all members present credentials before entering the convention hall.
“In order to avoid any impression
of arbitrariness or capriciousness, we
feel any challenge by the Credentials
Committee or any other qualified individual must be based upon an
articulable reason, and the person
challenged must be afforded an opportunity to respond,” Mr. Kologi
said in his letter, a copy of which was
sent to this newspaper. Mr. Scutari’s
attorney points to by-laws requiring
committee members raise their hands
to indicate support for a candidate as
part of the “open ballot mandate” in
the rules.
In stating her request for anonymity in the voting process, Ms. Mahr
said in a letter to committee menbers,
according to Tap in Plainfield, “We
are voting for the next chair of the
Union County Democratic Committee in the United States of America,
not the next leader of a totalitarian
dictatorship.” Through his attorney,
Mr. Scutari has said Ms. Mahr should
“relinquish presiding over the meeting in light of [her] candidacy.”
Mandelblatt Withdraws
In 7th; Endorses Malinowski
Westfield resident Lisa Mandelblatt
has pulled out of the Democratic Primary for Congress in 7th District and
has endorsed Somerset County resident Tom Malinowski in his bid to take
on five-term Republican Congressman Leonard Lance. Ms. Mandelblatt
made the announcement at a February
7th candidates forum in Springfield.
“It is time to put changing our country over my own candidacy and do
what is best for our shared goal in
November,” Ms. Mandelblatt said in
a statement, according to a nj.com
report. “I want to ensure that the candidate who is best able to take out
Congressman Leonard Lance has a

clear field to do so. I urge the other
candidates to consider the consequences of a bloody primary.”
“It is time to put changing our country over my own candidacy and do what
is best for our shared goal in November.
I want to ensure that the candidate who
is best able to take out Congressman
Leonard Lance has a clear field to do
so. I urge the other candidates to consider the consequences of a bloody
primary,” she said.
Ms. Mandelblatt had been one of
the early candidates in the race, launching her campaign last summer. As of
December 31, she had receipts of over
$659,000 with $414,239 in cash on
hand, according to her Federal Election Commission (FEC) filing.
Also running for the seat are Democrats Linda Weber of Berkeley Heights,
David Pringle of Cranford, Goutham
Jois of Summit, Scott Salmon of Scotch
Plains, and 2016 party nominee for the
seat, Peter Jacob of Union. Lyndsay
Christine Brown of Clark, a Republican, has filed to challenge Mr. Lance
in the GOP Primary. The Primary Election is Tuesday, June 5.
Hugin Launches Campaign for
Menendez U.S. Senate Seat
Bob Hugin, recently retired as executive chairman of the pharmaceutical company Celgene Corp., has kicked
off his campaign to seek the Republican nomination to oppose Senator
Robert Menendez (D) who is seeking
a third term in the U.S. Senate.
“He is running for U.S. Senate to
be an independent voice for New
Jersey and to ensure that people in
every community in our state can
build better lives for themselves and
their families. He will be a senator
that New Jersey can be proud of,” his
deputy campaign manager, Sarah
Neibart, told njadvancemedia.com.
The U.S. Justice Dept. has dropped
its corruption case against Sen.
Menendez and his co-defendant,
Florida eye doctor Salomon Melgen,
on corruption charges after a jury last
fall deadlocked forcing a mistrial.
Murphy Proposes Charitable
Taxes In Lieu of Prop. Taxes
Governor Phil Murphy has asked
state lawmakers to send him a bill that
would allow New Jersey residents to
make charitable contributions in lieu
of paying property txes, according to a
northjersey.com report. The Governor said this would thus enable New
Jersey residents to possibly deduct
this expense under federal tax returns.
Mr. Murphy proposed the concept as a
way to get around the new federal tax
that caps State and Local Taxes deductions, known as SALT, on federal tax
returns at $10,000.
Murphy Ditches 101.5 FM;
Will Appear on News12 NJ
Gov. Phil Murphy has ditched New
Jersey 101.5 FM for the “Ask The
Governor” show. Gov. Murphy will
alternate monthly appearances on
News 12 New Jersey and public radio
stations beginning February 13.

Courtesy of Cranford Police Department

COMMUNITY POLICING...Cranford Police Department Community Policing
Unit Patrolman John Rattigan speaks to residents about the department’s Conductive Energy Devices (CED) during National Night Out.

Cranford PD Initiates
Community Policing Unit
CRANFORD — In an effort to
continue to foster community engagement between law enforcement and
our community, Police Chief Ryan J.
Greco has announced the creation of
a Community Policing Unit within
the Cranford Police Department. The
philosophy of Community Policing
involves a shared responsibility between residents and police officers to
improve the quality of life in Cranford.
“Through identifying problemsolving initiatives that work to reduce
crime and empower residents, our
community works to study and solve
problems together,” Chief Greco said.
The two-officer unit ensures that a
Community Policing Officer will be
available seven days a week. Some
initiatives involve performing public
outreach with local community
groups, security surveys, targeted
patrols, quality of life matters, and
hearing concerns from the public in a
non-emergent means. One initiative
specifically incorporates Cranford’s
downtown businesses and its patrons.
The “Coffee with a Cop” program
will allow for residents to meet with

CASA to Host Men’s
Night Out in Cranford
CRANFORD — Court Appointed
Special Advocates (CASA) of Union
County will hold a Men’s Night Out
on Thursday, February 22, from 6:30
to 8:30 pm for Men’s Night Out at
Kilkenny House Restaurant and Pub
in Cranford for food, drinks and to
learn about the need for male role
models for local foster youth. The
guest who brings the most guy
friends— a minimum of three — wins
a $100 Kilkenny’s gift card.
Several male volunteers with CASA
of Union County will discuss their
experience and the dire need for men
to step up to advocate for Union
County youth — specifically males
— removed from home due to abuse,
neglect or abandonment and placed
in foster care.
The event is free. For information,
contact Jaime Velazquez at
jvelazquez@casaofunioncounty.org
or (908) 293-8140 with questions.

the Community Policing officers and
other members of the department to
discuss any community concerns, ask
questions, and get to know members
of the department.
“Our partnerships with the local
merchants allows for a rotating schedule for Community Policing officers to
hear from residents and patrons over a
casual cup of coffee,” the chief said.
By offering these impromptu opportunities to hear from residents in a
less formal environment, matters that
sometimes went unanswered and unreported can now be brought to the
attention of township departments.
“While not every matter may be related to a police-response, our officers will offer direction to residents to
achieve resolutions to their community concerns,” added Chief Greco.
This community oriented problemsolving model is an extension of the
Cranford Police Department’s existing community engagement. In the
past, successful programming including current drug trend presentations,
National Night Out, community discussion panels, and the joint schoolresource officer programs with the
Cranford Public Schools have proven
effective in proactive policing, the
chief said. The creation of a unit
within the Investigative Division of
the Cranford Police Department expands upon this goal of community
engagement and involvement.
Currently, Patrolmen Robert Jordan
and John Rattigan are assigned to the
Cranford Police Department Community Policing Unit. “Both Patrolmen Jordan and Rattigan are experienced, wellrounded officers who have a thumb on
the pulse of law enforcement trends and
our community needs,” Chief Greco
said. Members of the community are
encouraged to visit the department’s
website, www.cranfordnj.org/police-department and click on “Community Policing Unit” to get tips, details of upcoming events, or find contact information.
Residents, business owners, and
community groups are encouraged to
contact Patrolman Rattigan and Patrolman Jordan at (908) 272-8989 or
j-rattigan@cranfordnj.org and rjordan@cranfordnj.org.

Goods & Services You Need
OLIVER A

$IPSFTBOE.PSF--$
MMMM

)BOEZNBO4FSWJDFT 3JEFTUPGSPN
"JSQPSU $PNQVUFS1$3FMPDBUJPO 
TFUVQBOE$POOFDUJWJUZ'VSOJUVSF
.PWJOH $PVSJFS%FMJWFSZ4FSWJDFT
"OE.PSF
$POUBDU%BWF!

PAVING
Driveways • Parking Lots
Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

908-753-7281

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering
Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

Lawn Sprinklers

(908) 276-1062

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

... if only there was a way I could attract more attention to my business ...
Get the Word Out! Write About It! We'll Be Your Platform.
Leader/Times Bulletin Boards are Rapid Business Generators. Reach our informed audience
with your targeted sales messages. Submit yours online today at goleader.com/form/bulletin

ATTENTION LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS: Did You Know You Can
Insert Your Pre-Printed Advertisement into the Leader/Times?
• Mailed to subscribers with the printed newspaper • Provided to stores • Attached to the online edition each Thursday
Ideal for Targeting Your Audience! Go to goleader.com/presskit/insert for more information.
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Lance Discusses Funding Bill,
Congress Accountability Act
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Westfield) released the following statement after passage of the
Bipartisan Budget Act, which included his priorities such as Medicaid funding for Puerto Rico:
“The responsible vote is to keep the
government open. I have always opposed governmental shutdowns. The
bipartisan budget act is the product of
compromise – neither side got everything it wanted. But many critical priorities I have championed were included in the final product, including
disaster relief funds, funding for community health centers and meeting
(Defense) Secretary Mattis’ request
for Defense Department funding.
“The package also repeals
Obamacare’s Independent Payment
Advisory Board, a panel widely opposed by senior citizen advocacy
groups. The legislation also finally
secures funding for Medicaid in Puerto
Rico, a project I have long advocated
for alongside Resident Commissioner
González-Colón. Low-cost federal
health care will now continue for our
fellow Americans in Puerto Rico,” said
Mr. Lance after passage.
He said Medicaid continues to provide critical health care delivery needs
for the citizens of Puerto Rico and the
program is under significant financial strain as the Commonwealth recovers from Hurricane Maria. Mr.
Lance and Mr. González-Colón’s
teamed up to give Puerto Rico financial certainty to continue providing
critical services through the Medicaid program. As of June 2015, 1.7
million people are enrolled in the
Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) program in
Puerto Rico.
The Congressman also announced
his support for reforms to the Congressional Accountability Act that
overhaul sexual harassment investigations and support services. Mr.

Lance, a member of the House Ethics Committee, was the first New
Jersey member of Congress to support the comprehensive rewrite of
the laws governing how Capitol Hill
handles sexual harassment complaints and called for ending taxpayer-funded sexual harassment
settlements.
“For too long, terrible acts of
sexual harassment went unreported
in Congress due to a failed support
and investigative system – and lawmakers committing such acts were
able to use taxpayer funds to cover
them up. These days are over. Those
who come to work in the halls of
Congress need to feel confident that
harassment of any kind will not be
tolerated, protections will be in place
and offenders – no matter how powerful – will face accountability for
their actions.
“Today’s landmark reforms will increase government transparency and
accountability concerning taxpayerfinanced harassment settlements in
Congress. I encourage other institutions to examine their own practices
to ensure safe workplaces and accountability. Now is the time for action and results,” Mr. Lance said.
Included in the bipartisan reform
package is legislative language mirroring Mr. Lance’s bill – H.R. 4481,
the Ensure Transparency and Honesty in Congressional Settlements
(ETHICS) Act – to end taxpayerfunded settlements of sexual harassment claims and other workplace disputes against members of Congress.
The reforms to the Congressional
Accountability Act also make immediate changes to harassment prevention
and procedures within the U.S. House.

ADS PLACED IN
THE LEADER/TIMES
BRING RESULTS

Bill to Protect Historic Sites Clears
Passed By Assembly Committee
TRENTON – Legislation to preserve the integrity of historic sites in
New Jersey was approved Thursday
by the Assembly Law and Public
Safety Committee.
The bill, A-592, would amend current law to make it a crime of the third
degree to knowingly damage or
tamper with a historic building, monument or structure that meets the criteria for, or has been determined to be
potentially eligible for, inclusion in
the New Jersey Register of Historic
Places or is formally recognized by a
county or municipality as having historic interest.
A third degree crime is punishable by three to five years’ imprisonment, a fine of up to $15,000 or
both.
To be eligible for listing on the
New Jersey Register of Historic
Places, a property must: be at least
50 years old, unless it is exceptionally important; be historically or
architecturally significant on the
national, state or local level; and
possess “integrity” from the period during which it earned its significance.
Integrity can be defined as a high
degree of retention of character-defining features that permits a property to convey a strong sense of its
historic qualities.
Under current law, criminal mis-

chief generally is a crime of the
third degree if it results in $2,000 or
more in damages.
If the mischief results in less
than $2,000 but more than $500 in
damages, it is a crime of the fourth
degree, punishable by up to 18
months’ imprisonment, a fine of up
to $10,000 or both. Mischief resulting in less than a $500 loss is a
disorderly persons offense, punishable by up to six months’ imprisonment, a fine of up to $1,000
or both.
Certain acts of criminal mischief,
however, such as tampering with a
grave or causing substantial interruption of a public utility, are specified in state statute as third degree
crimes.
The bill now awaits consideration
by the full Assembly.
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State Park Service Seeks
Applicants for Peak Season

TOYS FOR TOTS...A representative of Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill and Bar
presents a check for $113,273 to the U.S. Marines Corps in support of its Toys for
Tots program. The funds were raised during Applebee’s annual Breakfast with
Santa events. Pictured, from left to right, are: Shimon Peretz, general manager,
Applebee’s of Clark; Colonel Ted Silvester, retired United States Marine Corps
and vice-president of marketing and development for Toys for Tots, and Staff
Sergeant Stacey Van Liera of the United States Marine Corps.

Watson Coleman Convenes
Meeting on Infant Mortality
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D12th, Trenton) convened a panel of
statewide experts and academics in
Trenton on Monday to fact find and
seek solutions to the high infant mortality rate disparity in New Jersey.
The Congresswoman says children
of black women are more than three
times as likely to die in the first year
of life as those born to white women,
no matter their mothers’ income level
or educational attainment. She said
that racial disparity in New Jersey is
wider than almost everywhere else in
the nation.
“The disparities in infant mortality
are alarming and indicative of the overall health of New Jersey and need for
immediate action,” Congresswoman
Watson Coleman said. “There is no
more vulnerable time in woman’s life
than when she is pregnant and no more
vulnerable time in a child’s life than
their infancy. Protecting mothers and

babies is a paramount function of government, but these disparities demonstrate that we have so much more work
to do. We know that partisan attacks
from Washington to dismantle the Affordable Care Act and cut critical funding for health care related research, if
successful, will disproportionately
impact black women and families. This
exacerbates this critical issue and lays
the responsibility on states to employ
strategies to ensure gaps in all
healthcare disparities are shrinking.
Alongside the men, women and organizations that specialize in this work, I
hope to not only get to the root of this
issue and move rapidly toward solutions.”
Congresswoman Watson Coleman
was joined by representatives from New
Jersey Department of Human Services,
Children’s Futures and the Henry Austin Health Center in Trenton, both based
in Trenton, Rutgers University and other
related organizations.

Kennedy Condemns Trump
Decision on Haitians Status
TRENTON – Legislation sponsored by Assemblyman James
Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway) condemning President Donald J. Trump
for his administration’s decision to
terminate the temporary protected
status designation for Haitian nationals was advanced Thursday by an
Assembly panel.
Asm. Kennedy, whose district includes Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
noted that Haiti is continuing its
efforts to recover from multiple
natural disasters since 2010. New
Jersey has approximately 3,400
Haitian nationals under a TPS designation who contribute to their
families and communities in New
Jersey, he said.
“It is in the moral, economic and
foreign policy interests of the United
States to allow Haitian TPS holders
to remain so they can continue to
provide for their families and com-
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munities in Haiti and here in the United
States,” Mr. Kennedy said. “It’s cruel
to terminate this designation, but it’s
also poor fiscal policy.”
On Jan. 12, 2010, the Republic of
Haiti was devastated by a magnitude
7.0 earthquake and was subsequently
struck by aftershocks that measured
as magnitude 5.9 and 5.5, respectively. It’s estimated that 300,000
people died as a result of the earthquake.
There are approximately 75,476
people of Haitian ancestry who reside in New Jersey.
The bill was advanced by the Assembly Regulatory Oversight, Reform
and Federal Relations Committee.

TRENTON – The New Jersey
State Park Service is seeking applicants for hundreds of peak-season
jobs at parks, forests, recreation areas
and historic sites throughout the state.
These jobs include lifeguards, visitor
service assistants, nature and history
educators, and maintenance workers.
The number and types of positions
available varies depending on activities at each location in the State Park
Service system. The busiest part of
the season is Memorial Day through
Labor Day.Some parks are hiring to
fill positions from April through October, particularly those with camping. The Park Service will work with
applicants, such as students and teachers, whose availability may be limited to weekends during certain
months of the year.
Applicants must be 16 or older. They
are encouraged to check with the park
office of their choice about specific
positions, scheduling and other jobrelated inquiries by Thursday, March
1. Seasonal employees are required to
work weekends and holidays because
facilities are open seven days a week.
Most jobs are outdoors.
Lifeguard positions are anticipated
at 14 swimming areas across the state,
such as Island Beach State Park, the
Atsion Recreation Area in Wharton
State Forest and the Spruce Run Recreation Area in Hunterdon County.
Candidates must pass running and
swim tests prior to employment. The
Park Service will train lifeguards in
cardiopulmonary resuscitation/Automated External Defibrillators, first
aid and other medical matters, and
help applicants obtain U.S. Lifesaving Association certifications.
Office workers and visitor service
assistants provide customer service
functions such as registering campers,
answering phone calls, providing
recordkeeping, handling sales transactions, and other duties as required.
Nature and history educators work
with park naturalists and historians at
interpretive centers and work with the
public. Typical activities include giving tours, demonstrating or explaining
a craft, and preparing materials. These
positions may also be assigned specific projects by their supervisor.
General maintenance workers help
to maintain grounds and buildings,
and keep areas free of litter. Seasonal
visitor service workers provide information to visitors, report emergencies and direct traffic and perform
visual inspections of facilities and
grounds.

To learn more about which locations are accepting applications or
to apply for a specific position, visit
www.njparksandforests.org/parks/
jobs.html or visit your local park
office. To learn more about New
Jersey’s Parks, Forests and Historic
Sites, visit: www.nj.gov/dep/
parksandforests/

Kean Responds to
‘Free’ Com. Coll. Plan
TRENTON — Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) has responded to Governor Phil Murphy’s push for free community college.
“The offer of ‘free community college’ sounds great, but nothing is free.
At a time when the state is already
struggling to fund our schools, the
additional cost to already overburdened New Jersey taxpayers would
be immense.
“We should focus on increasing
college affordability by helping students to graduate on time, and creating more opportunities for students
by ensuring that college curricula
match the needs of New Jersey employers.”
At an event at Rowan College at
Burlington County, Governor Murphy
was quoted by NJTV as saying, “If
you talk about free community college for all, which sounds like, ‘Oh
my Lord, that’s a big sticker shock.’
In fact, we think it’s about a $200
million annual investment or expense.
And I can’t think of a better way to
spend that money than to try to achieve
that aspiration.”

SP-F PAL Hosting
‘Cops & Kids’ Program
SCOTCH PLAINS -- The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PAL is hosting its
second annual “Cops and Kids” intramural program for students in 5th
to 8th grades. The first two dates have
been announced for Terrill Middle
School on Tuesday, February 20 and
Tuesday, March 13. The program runs
from 3 to 4:30 p.m. in the Terill gymnasium. The idea is to get kids off of
their video games and participate in
some lightly-competitive programs
with their friends and the police officers who serve the community. Kids
must bring a signed permission form
in order to participate. Forms are
available in the middle school offices
or online at scotchplainspolice.org or
fanwoodpolice.org.

Pallone Rips Infrastructure Proposal
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Energy
and Commerce Ranking Member
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th, Long
Branch) issued the following statement on President Trump’s infrastructure proposal:
“President Trump’s infrastructure proposal is woefully inadequate for addressing the urgent
needs of modernizing our nation’s

infrastructure. The proposal does
not include any new funding, and it
forces the majority of costs onto
cash-strapped state and local
governments...”
He said the House Democrats plan,
“A Better Deal to Rebuild America,”
invests $1 trillion in federal funds and
would create more than 16 million
jobs.

ACCIDENTS &
PERSONAL
INJURY LAW

is coming in May...
Owen Brand
Mortgage Development Officer
Phone - 908.789.2730
Cell - 908.337.7282
Email - owen.brand@santander.us
NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. C0427_12F 12/09/16

Call or email
Jeff Gruman
908-232-4407
sales@goleader.com
to reserve your space!

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
Think “Superior” For:
•
•
•
•

Expert Consultation Services
Space Planning / Room Layouts
Remodeling Services
All Interior Related Products:
Furniture Floor Coverings
Lighting
Window Treatments
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

CALL
JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000
Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.
John C. Rodriguez, Esq.
Gary J. Grabas, Esq.
Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.
Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.
Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.

Gavin Handwerker, Esq.
Brian J. Trembley, Esq.
Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.
Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.
Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com
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Presidents’ Day Can Give Us
Insight Into America’s Journey
The celebration of the birthdays of Presidents George
Washington and Abraham Lincoln, commemorated
together as Presidents’ Day on the third Monday of
February, offers us the opportunity to revisit the pivotal
roles these men played in the course of American
history. Yet for many, this federal holiday primarily
represents a long weekend to get away or catch up with
those tasks we’ve been putting off, not to mention the
dizzying array of retail sales. Nevertheless we hope the
historic significance of the occasion does not become
obscured by these modern-day routines.
Presidents’ Day, together with the observance of
Lincoln’s birthday on February 12, recognizes the
contributions Washington and Lincoln made to the
causes of independence and freedom during our nation’s
242-year history. These lessons are important for us all,
but particularly young people, whose knowledge of
history is often eclipsed by pop culture and socialmedia trends. While the blockbuster Broadway musical Hamilton has introduced the founding fathers to a
whole new generation, we need to do our part as well
to keep alive the legacies of our first and 16th Presidents and others who shaped our country’s destiny.
So, how to keep American history makers relevant in
the age of superheroes? We encourage our school
districts to ensure lessons on Washington and Lincoln
remain prominent within their curricula, both on the
elementary and high-school levels. Parents can supplement classroom learning with age-appropriate books
and DVDs about the Presidents. Visits to historic sites,
both those directly connected to Washington and Lin-

coln and those simply dating to their eras, offer people
of all ages an even closer look at these leaders and the
societies in which they grew up, came of age, and later
governed.
Several landmarks built during the lifetimes of Washington and Lincoln, and available to visitors, exist right
in our local communities. Among them are the MillerCory House Museum in Westfield, the Osborn Cannonball House Museum in Scotch Plains,
Mountainside’s Deacon Andrew Hetfield House and
the Crane-Phillips House Museum in Cranford.
Additionally, our local libraries are presenting events
this month relating to Abraham Lincoln, the America
he knew and the monumental way in which he impacted it. During appearances at the Westfield Memorial Library and the Fanwood Memorial Library, historian Ken Serfass will portray Ulysses S. Grant in a
program about his friendship with President Lincoln.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is featuring, through
February 28, an exhibit on abolitionist and orator
Frederick Douglass’ journey from slavery to freedom.
Douglass eventually rose to such prominence that he
met with President Lincoln on behalf of black soldiers
during the Civil War.
We encourage residents of our communities to observe Presidents’ Day and the month of February by
learning more about Washington, Lincoln and other
champions of liberty; about the office of the Presidency beyond current headlines, and how the journey
of our nation has made us who we are as Americans
today.

Raising Part-time Officials Salary
To $69,000/yr. Seems Excessive
A debate is going on behind the scene between
New Jersey Senate President Stephen Sweeney and
Senator Richard Codey, both Democrats, over lawmaker salaries for New Jersey’s 40 senators and 80
members of the General Assembly. Mr. Codey, who
served as governor for 15 months following the
resignation of Gov. Jim McGreevey a dozen years
ago, wants to increase salaries for lawmakers from
$49,000 to $69,000. Mr. Sweeney is opposed, feeling lawmakers are part-time and the public would
not support such an increase. We wonder if they
should be paid at all given the lousy job many of
them are doing.
Part of Mr. Codey’s proposal is to raise district
staff salaries as well. New Jersey’s 40 legislative
districts have one senator and two assembly members per district. Each member is given a staff office
budget of $110,000 for salaries. Salaries for lawmakers last went up in 2002 from $35,000 to $49,000.
They went from $25,000 to $35,000 in 1992. A bill
in December of 2016 that would have raised judges’,
cabinet members’ and prosecutors’ salaries also included lawmakers’ staff salary budgets, which would
have increased from $110,000 to $140,000. That
legislation died after Governor Chris Christie tried
to tie that with approval to profit from a book deal
while still in office, which is not allowed under state
law.
New Jersey has the 11th highest in lawmaker
salaries, with New York State politicians earning
$79,500, Connecticut coming in at $28,000, and

California listed at $114,118, the highest in the
nation.
A bill in the Senate, S-1229, sponsored by Sen.
Sweeney and Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), includes raises for all state judges, members of
the governor’s cabinet and the 21 county prosecutors. According to the bill, the 12 members of the
cabinet would receive $34,000 increases from
$141,000 to $175,000; Superior Court judges would
get $8,000 increases in 2018, 2019 and 2020, pushing their salaries from $175,000 to $199,000. County
prosecutors would get the same $8,000 increase over
each of the next three years, raising their salaries
from $165,000 to $189,000. The Supreme Court
Associate Justices would go from $176,488 to over
$200,000; the Chief Justice’s salary would go to
$207,000.
We believe increasing the legislator salaries is a
bad idea, as these are not full-time positions. The
justices likely deserve some type of an increase, but
the current bill seems excessive, especially the inclusion of a provision setting annual raises as of
2021 per the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for cabinet
members, judges and prosecutors.
We would not oppose the staff salary budget hikes,
if these offices serve constituents full-time and require a few staff members such as office managers/
chiefs of staff and legislative aides.
Rather than tying salaries to the CPI, we recommend pacing them (up or down) with performance
and results of the public good.
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Letters to the Editor
Rogue’s Gallery Of Self-Serving, Tax
Abusing, Patronage, Nepotistic
I read with interest in The Westfield
Leader Feb. 1 edition regarding the
county Democrat party political infighting for their “county chair” selection. On page 5 were two letters
juxtaposed, each one listing supporters of either Senator Scutari or
Fanwood Mayor Mahr, who are the
two main people vying for the “boss”
position.
Although I am a Democrat, I am
not a committee person who would
be voting at the convention. But for
those who know me, I have a grasp of
what our county government and local political system is about. Looking
at the who’s who supporting each
candidate, one would see that Scutari
holds a rogue’s gallery of self-serving, tax abusing, patronage, nepotistic supporters. Not to say some slipped
into the Mahr camp, and both lists do
have good honest Democrat supporters also.
I am not naming names, but I recognize these people from paying attention to the county politic the last
20 years. The stories I could tell. And
sadly at the same time if you read The
Leader regularly, Senator Scutari is
forcing on us, with the nodding approval of the freeholders, his chief of
staff, Ed Oatman to be Union County
manager, a very complex management position overseeing 2,500 employees and a half billion-dollar budget. The position is also supposed to
not be political. Note the chief of staff
type position is pretty much just a
concierge position, pushing paper and
directing callers to the proper depart-

ment.
In other words, Oatman has no experience for the county manager position. In addition, Oatman is not even
from this county and my guess he
probably can’t even name the 21 towns
in the county. What is most grievous
is that it was found that the Freeholders bypassed their own county policies that dictate they have to have a
manager living inside the county and
also they have to have an interview
committee to review candidates first.
That the Freeholders ignored this
is a malfeasant act, which they will
probably correct surreptitiously. Note
most of the Freeholders are backing
Scutari. We are watching political
infighting and this normally does not
impact us great unwashed, but with
Scutari forcing his inexperienced
political subordinate onto us in a
$160,000 patronage position, this will
corrupt the county system into some
self-serving system for Scutari and
his political donor benefactors at the
expense of the taxpayers.
This Scutari dirty laundry is being
aired out thanks to The Westfield
Leader. Can we do something about
it? As Democrats we can push our
local committee people to side with
the Mahr camp for the February 21st
convention nomination. Maybe she
would push for someone with adequate experience for the county
manager position, and help keep our
local governments clean as possible.
Bruce Paterson
Garwood

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hortative – To urge strongly or
encourage
2. Livor – Envy
3. Pococurante – Indifferent or apathetic
4. Espiscation – Act of getting to the
truth of any matter by strict inquiry
THRASONICAL
1. Boastful or bragging
2. Twisted; distorted
3. Pertaining to slavery or bondage
4. Having 24 sides or parts
CASTANEA
1. A deposit of pebbles, gravel and
sand in which diamonds are found
2. A genus of the common chestnut
tree
3. Any of several yellow melons
4. A knob behind the base ring or
breech of some muzzle-loading cannons
EXCORTICATION
1. A vindication or justification
2. A well-executed plan or scheme
3. Seizing and detaining
4. Stripping off bark
TOURBILLION
1. A brightly glowing torch
2. A pad tied around the waist by
women to give the hips a graceful curve
3. A whirlwind; a firework that rises
with a spiral motion
4. The rumble seat of a car

‘Talk Softly And Carry A Big Stick’
I heard with dismay of President
Trump’s expressed desire for a military parade in Washington, showcasing the power of our Armed Forces. Let
us be under no delusions; this is not an
opportunity for the President to salute
the military, rather he will be looking at
the military saluting at him!
It is yet another expression of the
President’s ego and authoritarian streak
that he should ask “my generals” to put
on a lavish and wasteful display of this
nature. Any opposition will be met
with the charge of lack of patriotism,
but retired Army Major General Paul
D. Eaton said it best: “The military is
not Donald Trump’s to use and abuse
in this way. Our military is the very best
in the world – they are not to be reduced to stagecraft to prop up Donald
Trump’s image.”
We can all express our deep-rooted

support for the men and women of our
armed forces by being mindful of the
meaning of existing holidays – Veterans Day, Memorial Day, Armed Services Day – as occasions to remember
those who have served, and continue to
serve. And by insisting of our Congress
that they do a better job of taking care
of our Vets.
The President should focus on the
substance of governance, not the trappings. Deal with the opioid crisis, infrastructure, immigration. As for the
military, Mr. Trump would do well to
follow Theodore Roosevelt’s dictum:
“talk softly and carry a big stick.” Believe me, the world knows he has the
biggest stick. This bad idea should be
strangled at birth.
Mervyn Turner
Westfield

Governor Murphy: Please Back State
SALT Fix with Charity Option
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th) authored
a letter to Governor Phil Murphy requesting the governor endorse Trenton legislation to repeal New Jersey’s
$10,000 property tax deduction limit
on state income tax filers. Governor
Murphy this week issued a ‘call to
action’ to New Jersey mayors to encourage residents to make charitable
contributions to their towns instead of
paying property taxes. Mr. Lance hopes
the governor will support lifting the
cap as well.
“Capping taxpayers’ deductions on
SALT negatively and disproportionately affects New Jersey residents compared to residents from other states.
Repealing on the $10,000 property tax
deduction for state income tax filers
would alleviate some of that newly
increased financial burden,” Mr. Lance
wrote in his letter. “I respectfully request your advocacy and support for
legislation that would eliminate New
Jersey’s $10,000 cap on deductions
for property taxes on taxpayers’ state
income tax returns.”
State Sen. Joe Pennacchio (R-26th),
introduced legislation (S-413) that
would expand the tax break to allow
New Jerseyans to deduct all property
taxes for their primary residences from
their New Jersey gross income tax.
Mr. Lance was the leader in the U.S.
House on retaining the state and local
tax deduction during the tax reform
debate. Initial drafts of the legislation
completely eliminated the state and
local tax deduction, but Mr. Lance and
colleagues waged a campaign to retain SALT in its entirety. A $10,000
cap was instituted in the final product
– mirroring the $10,000 property tax
deduction for state income tax filers.
Mr. Lance and fellow New Jersey
Representatives Chris Smith, Rodney
Frelinghuysen and Frank LoBiondo
agreed this was still too low for most
New Jersey property taxpayers. Mr.
Lance believes the Pennacchio bill
would result in meaningful tax relief.
Mr. Lance has also introduced bipartisan bills to address SALT including legislation reinstating SALT and a
bill protecting tax filers that prepaid
State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

their property taxes in 2017. Mr. Lance
believes bipartisanship is the way to
solve the SALT issues and reduce the
property tax burden.
“Our state’s residents pay on average over $8,500 annually in property
taxes, which is over 250 percent the
national average,” Mr. Lance also
pointed out. “I am confident that our
combined efforts will bring tax relief
to the citizens of New Jersey.”
Letter text to Governor of New Jersey
Dear Governor Murphy:
I applaud your attention to the high
tax burden New Jersey residents face
and share your opposition to the new
$10,000 cap on state and local taxes
(SALT) individuals can deduct on their
federal income tax returns. I respectfully request your advocacy and support for legislation that would eliminate New Jersey’s $10,000 cap on
deductions for property taxes on taxpayers’ state income tax returns.
New Jersey has the highest property
taxes in the nation. Our state’s residents pay on average over $8,500 annually in property taxes, which is over
250 percent the national average. Capping taxpayers’ deductions on SALT
negatively and disproportionately affects New Jersey residents compared
to residents from other states. Repealing on the $10,000 property tax deduction for state income tax filers
would alleviate some of that newly
increased financial burden.
I have led bipartisan efforts on Capitol Hill trying to reinstate the full deductibility of SALT. I have authored
and cosponsored several pieces of legislation aimed at providing relief from
this deleterious cap with my colleague,
Congressman Josh Gottheimer. I am
confident that our combined efforts
will bring tax relief to the citizens of
New Jersey.
Thank you for considering my request. I look forward to working with
you on this issue of vital importance to
New Jersey residents. Best personal
wishes.
Leonard Lance
Member of Congress

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark and
Linden.

If you're going
through hell,
keep going.
Winston Churchhill

Letters to
the Editor
President Who?
You know what makes me mad, it’s
Presidents Day. At one point in time
the powers that be decided for whatever reason, to cease to honor our
most famous Presidents, George
Washington and Abraham Lincoln on
their birth dates, February 22nd and
12th, respectively.
This is the most outrageous disrespect to our founding father and the
great emancipator. It was George
Washington, our founding father, who
led the thirteen colonies to victory
over the British and established the
Republic of the United States of
America and Abraham Lincoln, the
great emancipator, who changed the
course of history by abolishing slavery and healing the wounds of a
young nation.
Using generic terms to honor these
great Americans is wearing away at
our American Heritage. We must remember from whence we came. Their
names, George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln, don’t even appear
on the calendar. I bet dollars to donuts
the average American doesn’t know
their birth dates.
Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

ChILOT Payments?
Charity In Lieu of Taxes

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Did Linden Mayor Abuse Police Vehicle?
Since 2015, I have heard rumors Mayor
Derek Armstead, in abuse of his position
as the head of the Linden Police Department, has utilized police manpower and
equipment for inappropriate personal use.
This morning, I received a video from a
concerned Linden resident that I find
shocking and alarming.
On Friday, February 2, the Mayor and
Council joined members of the Linden
FMBA at the Annual Awards and Retirement Banquet. This event was a wonderful salute to Linden heroes. However,
after the event, a marked Linden Police
vehicle was dispatched to the Galloping
Hill Caterers in Union, New Jersey so
that the Mayor did not have to drive his
city vehicle home. The video clearly shows
the Mayor entering the marked police
vehicle (attached).
I find this alarming on multiple levels.
First, our police department is understaffed and currently missing 25 percent
of its compliment. The Council has authorized the hiring of 153 officers. Due to
retirements, vacancies, injuries, and officers in the academy, Linden only has
114 able bodies from the Chief down. On
a busy Friday evening, taking even one
patrol vehicle off the road represents ap-

palling lapse in judgment and lack of
concern for the safety of our residents.
Furthermore, the Mayor has requested
and was provided by the city council a
new, fully loaded Chevy Tahoe and driver
for his personal use, as well as other staff
for his office. I wonder if it would not
have been in the city’s better interest for
one of these employees to act as the
Mayor’s chauffer on February 2.
As I previously stated, there are no
secrets in City Hall and from time to time
I have heard rumors that the Mayor has
dispatched City resources in a like manner. After viewing this video, I am more
than suspicious that this is not an isolated
incident. At the Monday, February 20,
2018 Council Meeting, I plan to bring
this video to the attention of my colleagues on the city council and hold the
Mayor accountable for this lapse in judgment.
In the meantime, I hope the Mayor can
do what the rest of the Linden taxpayers
do when they want a night out one without the worry of driving home after a few
too many drinks: Call an Uber.
Councilwoman Gretchen Hickey
10th Ward City of Linden

Garwood Kindergarten Registration
Registration for kindergarten for September 2018 will take place Wednesday,
March 7 to Wednesday, March 14 from 9
a.m. to 11 a.m. and from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
To expedite registration, forms may be
obtained from the Garwood Schools
website at www.garwoodschools.org.
Children turning five by October 1, 2018
may be registered for kindergarten.
The following documents are required:
* An original and a copy of the child’s
birth certificate and current immunization records.
* The following are required proofs
which may be used to establish residency
and/or domicile in Garwood:
1. Mortgage, lease or rental agreement
with Garwood address; AND
2. Two or more of the following:
a) Utility bill in your name with a
Garwood address
b) Credit card bill in your name at a
Garwood address
c) Voter Registration Card in your
name with a Garwood address
d) Driver’s License in your name with
a Garwood address
e) Vehicle Registration in your name
with a Garwood address
f) Bank Account in your name with a
Garwood address
g) Federal or State Income Tax Returns indicating domicile in Garwood
h) Child Custody Order placing the
child with a Garwood resident
You will not be asked for any information or documents protected from disclosure by law, or pertaining to criteria that
are not legitimate bases for determining
eligibility to attend school.
If living in a residency where there is
no established rental agreement, i.e., living with a relative or under an oral lease,
* the most recent tax bill and notarized
letter of domicile from the person whose
name appears on the tax bill; or
* a notarized statement from your landlord indicating his/her name, address and
telephone number and affirming that
you live at the Garwood address on a
month-to-month basis under an oral lease.
The Garwood Board of Education reserves the right to make a bona fide
request for additional documentation of
residency on a case by case basis.
* Proof of Immunization as per NJ
State Administrative Code 8:57-4
Diphtheria, Pertussis and Tetanus vaccine (DPT Series) – 4 doses with 1 dose
given on or after the fourth birthday, or
any total of 5 doses.
Poliomyelitis vaccine – 3 doses of oral
poliovirus vaccine (OPV) or enhanced
inactivated polio vaccine (IPV), with 1
dose given on or after the fourth birthday,
or any 4 doses spaced by a minimum of 1
month.
Rubeola (Measles) vaccine – 2 doses
given on or after the first birthday separated by at least a month, or laboratory
documentation of immunity.
Rubella (German Measles) vaccine – 1
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17005247
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-019848-16
Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
VS.
Defendant: IRIS RIOS
Sale Date: 02/21/2018
Writ of Execution: 11/01/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Thirty-Eight Thousand Forty-Five and 40/100***
$538,045.40.
All that certain land and premises situate, lying
and being in the Township of Scotch Plains,
County of Union, and State of New Jersey.
Street: 2284 North Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076.
Nearest Cross Street: Hetheld Avenue.
Tax Lot and Block No: Lot: 6, Block: 8201.
Dimensions (approx): 50 x 176 x 50 x 175.
Prior Mortgage/Liens Not Extinguished By The
Sale Are: 1. Delinquent taxes and/or tax liens.
As the above description does not constitute a
full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain deed recorded in the
Office of the Clerk of Union County in Deed Book
5601, Page 340, et seq., New Jersey, and the
Writ of Execution on file with the Sheriff of Union
County.
Total Upset: ***Five Hundred Fifty-One Thousand Two Hundred Nine and 90/100***
$551,209.90 together with lawful interest and
costs.
The sale is subject to unpaid taxes and assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens, and
other municipal assessments, if any. The amount
due can be obtained from the local taxing authority pursuant to NJSA 46:813-21 this sale may be
also subject to limited lien priority of any condominium/homeowner association liens which may
exist. Any set of fact which an accurate survey
would disclose; any restrictions or covenants on
record which run with the land; rights of the
United States of America, if any, any occupants
or persons in possession of the property, if any
additional municipal charges, liens, taxes or tax
sale certificates and insurance, if any.
A deposit of 20% of the bid price in certified
funds is required at the time of sale.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
MATTLEMAN, WEINROTH & MILLER
401 RT 70 EAST
SUITE 100
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(856) 429-5507
4 T - 01/25, 02/01, 02/08
& 02/15/18
Fee: $210.12

dose given on or after the first birthday or
laboratory documentation of immunity.
Mumps vaccine – 1 dose given on or
after the first birthday, or laboratory documentation of immunity.
Hepatitis B vaccine – 3 doses or laboratory documentation of immunity.
Varicella vaccine – one dose of varicella vaccine on or after the first birthday
or proof of disease or immunity is required for children 19 months of age or
older who attend a child care center, or
are entering Kindergarten or Grade 1.
Please note: State law will not permit
any child to be admitted to a public school
unless immunizations have been completed and documented by an M.D., D.O.,
or Nurse Practitioner, specifically indicating a day, month and year administered.
The totality of documentation you offer will be considered in evaluating an
application, and, unless required by law,
the student will not be denied enrollment
based on your inability to provide certain
form(s) of documentation where other
acceptable evidence is presented.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17005231
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001522-17
Plaintiff: U.S. BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AS LEGAL TITLE TRUSTEE FOR
TRUMAN 2016 SC6 TITLE TRUST
VS.
Defendant: KRZYSZTOF CIARCZYNSKI;
EWA CIARCZYNSKI, HUSBAND AND WIFE;
AND MIDLAND FUNDING LLC
Sale Date: 02/21/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/11/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
One Thousand One Hundred Ninety-Seven and
41/100*** $301,197.41.
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Clark, County of Union, in the State
of New Jersey.
PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 169
Lexington Boulevard, Clark, New Jersey 07066.
TAX LOT 80, BLOCK 63.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 100 x 219.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Franklin Place.
*Taxes - Current;
* Sewer - Due in the approximate amount of
$289.28 plus penalty;
*Water - Private account; verification of same
prohibited without authorization of record property owner;
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and
sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Six and 17/100***
$309,956.17 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
ROMANO GARUBO & ARGENTIERI COUNSELORS AT LAW LLC
52 NEWTON AVENUE
P.O. BOX 456
WOODBURY NEW JERSEY 08096
(856) 384-1515
4 T - 01/25, 02/01, 02/08
& 02/15/18
Fee: $181.56

Page 5

Too Much Power For Any One Man
In The County Is Dangerous

Remember Us As We Remember Them
On behalf of everyone at the New
Jersey Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial
Foundation (NJVVMF), as we begin
a new year, I extend best wishes to our
community and all who serve our
country.
As a private not-for-profit organization, the NJVVMF is fully selfsustaining. We rely on the support of
our community, both financially and
through participation, to meet and
exceed our mission. An easy way to
support our work is by checking line
61 on the NJ state tax form to make a
self-designated donation. We are
grateful for all levels of support as
these donations cover a significant
portion of our annual operating expenses.
For those unfamiliar with us, the
Foundation operates the New Jersey
Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial and its
companion Vietnam Era Museum.
This unique site in Holmdel, NJ pays
tribute to the 1,563 New Jerseyans
who did not return home from the
Vietnam War while placing their sacrifice in the larger context of the tumultuous Vietnam Era, a period of
history that still affects New Jersey
families and communities today.
As executive director, I am honored to spend time with our commu-

nity of veterans and visitors. Through
our ceremonies, public programs, exhibitions and class trips, we work
with an incredibly diverse community that allows us to explore the
complexities of the Vietnam Era in a
way that is relevant to people today.
This year marks the 20th anniversary
of our museum and an exciting period
of expansion for us through programs,
resources and a planned expansion of
our public spaces. I see firsthand the
impact that these offerings have on
our community. This is especially
apparent with the nearly 10,000 students and teachers we work with each
year and the veterans who attend our
ceremonies.
If you have not visited us, I encourage you to plan a trip and spend an
afternoon with our Vietnam veteran
guides and staff. As the first and only
site of its kind in the nation, you will
not be disappointed. You can learn
more about our work at
www.njvvmf.org.
Help us preserve and share the legacies of New Jersey’s veterans. Please
remember us as we remember them.
Thank you in advance for your support of our mission and our veterans.

My Name is Sima Farid, I am a
professional hard working mother. I
am very active in my community in
the City of Elizabeth, Where I have
seen and observed firsthand how corruption and power can affect the lives
of every day residents. As a social
worker, I see firsthand how it affects
the services and well-being of so
many. For this reason, I write to warn
as many people as possible about
what is unfolding right before us.
While so many go to work to provide
for their families, Politicians are hard
at work looking to consolidate their
power; Power they will use to hold
control over us all.
I wanted to bring attention to something that is occurring, an event that
will shape the lives of men, women
and children across all of Union
County.
To understand this event one has to
first ask how much Power should one
man or a small group of men have?
When is too much power enough?
It is said that power corrupts; If this
is true then two much power in the
hands of one man. Can potentially
become the epicenter of corruption.
This epicenter of corruption, is the
famed history of Jersey Politics.
Where elected officials operate more
like organized mob families than public servants. Where self-interest, patronage self-preservation are the rules.
Social Services, Constituents and the
wellbeing of the community at large
are sadly after thoughts.
I present to you Nicholas P Scutari.
Nick as his friends refer to him is
already a very powerful man in his
own right. He currently is the State
Senator representing 22nd Legislative District. In the Senate he is Chairman of the Judiciary Committee. As

Chairman he is the King Maker of our
Court System. Appointing Judges to
the bench all over the State. Making
or breaking a Judge in one single
hearing. He is currently the Chairman
of the Linden Democrat Committee,
There he is responsible for choosing
local candidates for elected office.
His Power recently expanded even
further. His Former Chief of Staff, Ed
Oatman was named County Manager.
Ed Oatman who has zero experience
to manage the day to day operation of
one of the largest budgets in the state.
Is now in full control of hundreds of
millions of tax payer dollars where he
is to dole out contracts and patronage
at Nick Scutari’s command.
The thirst for power is more than
just a thirst, it’s an appetite. The type
of appetite a vampire would have.
Having to feed over and over. Leaving its victims powerless and drained.
Suck dried of life. Victim after Victim. In this case the Union County tax
payers, All Union County Residents,
No matter gender, education or social
economic standing, we are all his
pray.
So what else can a savage Political
Animal want to feed on, especially as
he has already conquered so much?
Now Nick Scutari wants to be the
Union County Democrat Party Chairman, King of Kings. From there, he
will emerge as a Powerful Political
Boss wielding Power over the entire
County.
I write to warn you that too much
power for any one man is dangerous.
The People have the Power, they
have the silver bullet. Let’s hope this
warning is enough to slay the beast.
Sima Farid
Elizabeth

Sarah Taggart, Director
NJ Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial

Secret Taxpayer-Funded Sexual
Harassment Settlements Eliminated
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th) last
week supported reforms to the Congressional Accountability Act that
overhaul sexual harassment investigations and support services. Mr.
Lance, a member of the House Ethics
Committee, was the first New Jersey
member of Congress to support the
comprehensive rewrite of the laws
governing how Capitol Hill handles
sexual harassment complaints and
called for ending taxpayer-funded
sexual harassment settlements.
“For too long, terrible acts of sexual
harassment went unreported in Congress due to a failed support and
investigative system – and lawmakers committing such acts were able to

use taxpayer funds to cover them up.
These days are over. Those who come
to work in the halls of Congress need
to feel confident that harassment of
any kind will not be tolerated, protections will be in place and offenders –
no matter how powerful – will face
accountability for their actions.
Today’s landmark reforms will increase government transparency and
accountability concerning taxpayerfinanced harassment settlements in
Congress. I encourage other institutions to examine their own practices
to ensure safe workplaces and accountability. Now is the time for action and results,” said Mr. Lance.
Included in the bipartisan reform
package is legislative language mirroring Mr. Lance’s bill – H.R. 4481,
the Ensure Transparency and Honesty
in Congressional Settlements (ETHICS) Act – to end taxpayer-funded
settlements of sexual harassment
claims and other workplace disputes
against members of Congress. The
reforms to the Congressional Accountability Act also make immediate
changes to harassment prevention and
procedures within the U.S. House.

WOOF...Zack, a 7-year-old bearded collie who won best of breed at the Westminster
Kennel Club Dog Show last year, competed at last weekend’s Westminster Show
at Madison Square Garden. He is owned by Kathy and Ray Harrington of Venetia,
Pa., and Scott and Valerie Shafer of Scotch Plains, N.J.

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000077
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-009025-17
Plaintiff: CAPITAL ONE, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: ROBERT M. KATZ; AND CAROL
LEE KATZ, HIS WIFE; NICHOLAS LAGANELLA;
PARAMUS ASSOCIATES, LP; CURUO SCRAP
METAL; INC.; AND MICHAEL CURCIO
Sale Date: 03/07/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/07/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-Four Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty-One
and 45/100*** $554,761.45.
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Town of Westfield, County of Union, State of
New Jersey.
PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 821
Bradford Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
TAX LOT # 31, BLOCK # 503.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Birch Avenue.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 124 X 125.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to ascertain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**
Total Upset: ***Five Hundred Sixty-Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Eight and 13/100***
$568,878.13 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 02/08, 02/15, 02/22
& 03/01/18
Fee: $189.72
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Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,
Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions
Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor
Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

We’ll Help Your Business

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support
(908) 232-8787
· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation
Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

Get Back On Track
sales@goleader.com
(908) 232-4407
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Westfield Library to Host
‘Ulysses S. Grant’ Feb. 21
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present
“Ulysses S. Grant: Friendship with
the President” by the Traveling Literary Theatre on Wednesday, February
21, at 7 p.m. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.
Ulysses S. Grant, portrayed by living historian Ken Serfass, will lecture
on his unique friendship with President Abraham Lincoln. This friendship is permanently stamped in the
rich history of the United States.
The Chicago Journal once published this exchange with a visitor
who asked: “When will the army
move?” President Lincoln responded:
“Ask General Grant.” The visitor replied: “General Grant will not tell
me.” Responded the President: “Neither will he tell me.” What marked
Grant for promotion by the President
was the surrender and capture on July
4, 1863, of Vicksburg, Miss., the last
remaining Confederate citadel on the
Mississippi River.
From the Battle of Vicksburg to the
end of the war, Grant was Lincoln’s
man. President Lincoln’s confidence
in General Grant was evidenced by
his failure to demand Grant’s plans.
The general’s responsibilities were
overwhelming as were those of the
President. Acting decisively yet ruffling few feathers in Washington,

Grant helped win the Civil War by
following his military instinct, his
training, and the President. General
Grant and President Lincoln were
both pragmatists – willing to do whatever was necessary to win the war.
Portraying Ulysses S. Grant, Mr.
Serfass likes to use one of the
President’s famous lines, “I know two
songs, one’s ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’
and the other isn’t.” Mr. Serfass has
studied Grant’s life for the past 45
years. Today he travels the country
lecturing on various topics regarding
Grant’s life and times.
In celebration of Presidents’ Day
– February 19 – Mr. Serfass will
lecture at the Grant National Memorial in New York. This appearance
will be followed by a lecture tour in
New Jersey.
The program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. MURAL cardholders belong to the 43 libraries that are part of
the Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. Interested persons are advised to visit the Westfield
Memorial Library website, wmlnj.org,
and click on the “About Us” tab to see
if their library is a MURAL participant. To register for the Ulysses S.
Grant program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Area Y to Present
World Yoga Day Program
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA invites the community
to celebrate World Yoga Day on Friday, February 23, from 6 to 8 p.m.,
with a program taking place in the
Weldon Room of the Main Y Facility,
located at 220 Clark Street, Westfield.
Participants are invited to experience a flow of asanas, breathing and
relaxation designed to enhance and
fuel well-being. They will learn
Ayurvedic recommendations for the
season, share Indian snacks and enjoy
deep relaxation time. This special event
is appropriate for first-time attendees
as well as regular practitioners.
A $20 contribution benefits the Y’s

Annual Support Campaign. Through
this campaign, the Westfield Area Y
is able to provide nearly $400,000
each year in financial assistance to
individuals and families in need to
enable their participation at the Y.
The majority of scholarship awards
allow children to attend child-care
and day-camp programs.
Advance registration is recommended. Individuals may register
online at westfieldynj.org or in person at the Main Y Facility. For more
information, contact Jean White at
(908) 301-YMCA (9622), extension
no. 246, or by e-mail at
jwhite@westfieldynj.org.

‘Olympic’ Blood Drives
To Be Held In Clark

Advocate/Comedian Due At
JCC Special-Needs Event

HEARTFELT EVENT...Trinitas Regional Medical Center in Elizabeth partnered
with Lord & Taylor in Westfield on February 2 to present “Going Red for
Women,” a program that has become part of a national movement launched by the
American Heart Association and is designed to raise awareness about the risk
factors surrounding heart disease. About 40 women pre-registered and participated in the “Going Red” fashion show, makeup consultations, raffle and complimentary refreshments. Pictured, from left to right, are: Roselena Twyne, Dr.
Nancy DiLiegro, Kathleen Azzarello, Yolanda Fleming, Ivy Cabrera, Marie
Dudek, RT; Ann-Marie Scanlon, RN; Amparo Aguirre and Judy Comitto.

Jazz Musician John Bucher
To Be ‘Roaring 20s’ Guest
MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Restoration Committee has announced that
Mountainside’s John Bucher, a 25year member of the Woody Allen
Jazz Band who performed at
Michael’s Pub in New York City,
will be the guest of honor at the
organization’s “Flappers and
Bootleggers...Roaring 20s Speakeasy Social.”
The event will be held on Friday,
February 23, beginning at 7 p.m., at
the historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House. The snow date is Saturday,
February 24.
A jazz cornet player, Mr. Bucher
has led the “Speakeasy Jazz Babes,”
who recorded the soundtrack of
Woody Allen’s 1973 movie Sleeper.
More recently, he has performed in
the “Williams Reunion Jazz Band.”
Guests at the “Roaring 20s Speakeasy Social” will enjoy a reception
held in the Hetfield House’s formal
parlor, featuring live music, a cocktail reception, buffet dinner with beer
and wine, and dessert. Trivia games
and other activities will take place
during the night. Throughout the
evening, costumed servers will assist
guests amidst era-appropriate decorations accompanied by live 20s Jazz

music from Joe DeVico and his Speakeasy Trio. The music is sponsored by
The Arbor Terrace Mountainside Senior Living Facility.
Space for this event is limited and
any interested adults should call for
reservations immediately. The cost is
$75 per person. Reservation forms
can be found at the Mountainside
Public Library, Borough Hall, online
at mountainsidehistory.org or by calling (908) 789-9420.
The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House and the historic Levi Cory
House are located at Constitution
Plaza adjacent to the Mountainside
Library. Constitution Plaza is the first
right off Birch Hill Road, which is off
New Providence Road near the
Mountainside Volunteer Fire House.
The Mountainside Historic Restoration Committee is a committee of
volunteers whose purpose is to restore and maintain the Deacon Andrew Hetfield House and the Levi
Cory House and to collect and save
historic information and items from
destruction.
To make reservations for the
“Roaring 20s Speakeasy Social,” for
information or to donate funds, call
(908) 789-9420 or go to
mountainsidehistory.org.

vised to eat at their regular meal
time and to drink plenty of fluids
before donating.
To celebrate America’s Olympic
heroes, as well as those “lifesaving
heroes” who donate blood, a special
“gold” arm wrap will be used at the
drives during this time. To honor the
Olympic spirit, donors are asked to
post a photo from their donation
with their gold arm wrap using
#giveredforthegold on Facebook or
Instagram. From those posts, several individuals will be selected to
win an NYBC Swag Bag.
All donors will receive a $10-off
Whole Foods coupon toward a purchase of $50, a $15-off Jiffy Lube oil
change coupon and samples of Morano
Gelato. For appointments or questions,
call or e-mail Genevieve at (732) 6725281 or gtoscano@nybc.org.

CLARK — New York Blood Center (NYBC) will hold two Winter
Olympics Blood Drives in Clark.
The first event is scheduled for
next Thursday, February 22, from 1:30
to 7:30 p.m. It will take place at the
Clark Rescue Squad headquarters,
located at 875 Raritan Road.
The second blood drive will be
held on Sunday, February 25, from
7:45 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. It will occur at
St. Agnes Roman Catholic Church,
located at 332 Madison Hill Road.
Eligible donors include those in
good health who are at least 16
years old (with signed parental permission/consent) and weigh at least
110 pounds. People over age 76
may donate with a doctor’s note.
Participants are asked to bring their
NYBC Donor Card or other form of
identification. Individuals are ad-

Maplewood Country Club —
The Family Club
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SCOTCH PLAINS – In honor of
Jewish Disability Inclusion and
Awareness Month (JDIAM), the Jewish Community Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey will host a free Special Needs Symposium on Sunday,
February 25, from 2 to 5 p.m. The
keynote speaker will be Pamela
Schuller, an internationally-known
disability advocate and standup comedian. As a teen, Ms. Schuller was
diagnosed with a severe case of
Tourette Syndrome. Her stories of
growing up in a body she had no
control over are described as engaging, powerful, a little bit heart-wrenching and unapologetically funny.
Along with the keynote speaker,
there will be breakout sessions in
occupational therapy, social work,
education consultancy, transition
programs, special-needs wills and
trusts and advocacy, led by highlyexperienced local special-needs professionals. For more information on
the keynote speaker and the breakout
session leaders, visit jccnj.org.
The JCC of Central New Jersey is
committed to the inclusion of people
of all abilities, backgrounds, denominations, gender identity and religious
affiliations. This symposium coincides with Jewish Disability Inclusion and Awareness Month, a worldwide effort to raise awareness and
champion the civil rights of all Jewish people to have access and be
meaningfully included in every aspect of Jewish life.
Free and open to the community,

this symposium is in partnership with
Greater MetroWestABLE and Jewish Family Services of Central New
Jersey. Registration is recommended
at jccnj.org.
The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains. It is a constituent
agency of the Jewish Federation of
Greater MetroWest NJ, United Way
of Greater Union County and the
Westfield United Fund. Financial assistance is available for membership
and various programs.

Hadassah to Hear
Talk About Israel
WESTFIELD — The community
is welcome to join the Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah meeting on
Monday, February 26, at noon. It
will take place in Temple EmanuEl’s Greifer Sacks Hall. The temple
is located at 756 East Broad Street,
Westfield. The chapter will celebrate the 70th birthday of the State
of Israel.
The guest speaker will be Michael
Levi, community Shaliach with the
Jewish Federation of Greater
MetroWest. Mr. Levi is from Gilon,
Israel. Attendees are invited to explore and learn about the Israeli culture through an Israeli perspective.
Participants are asked to bring
their lunch. Soup, dessert, coffee
and tea will be served. There is no
charge. For additional information,
call (908) 654-5508.

Cranford Library Reveals
Upcoming Family Events
CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224 Walnut Avenue, has announced multiple family programs to be offered
during March.
The library will be a participating
site for the fourth annual “New Jersey Makers Day,” a celebration of
hands-on creation. A variety of activities and demonstrations will be
available on Saturday, March 10,
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., centered on
fiber arts. Children with sensory
processing issues who would prefer
to avoid the crowds are invited to
come to the library on Friday, March
9, from 6 to 8 p.m., to create “I Spy”
bottles.
“Family Fort Night” will be featured on Friday, March 16, from 4:45
to 6 p.m. Participants are invited to
bring an old sheet or blanket and a
pillow — the library will supply the
books — and stay in the library past
closing time to create a fort to read in.
Registration is not required, but attendees are asked to be on time as
library doors close at 5 p.m.
“Family M.E.S.S.” (Math, Engineering, and Science Saturday) will
meet on Saturday, March 17, at
10:30 a.m. Children ages 2 to 5 and
their families will explore educa-

tional stations together, where they
will be introduced to scientific concepts, solve problems and have fun.
Registration is required and can be
done up to two weeks before the
program. Space is limited.
First- to third-grade students are
invited to attend a “Fun with Poetry
Workshop” on Tuesday, March 20,
at 3:30 p.m. Participants will play
rhyming games, act out some poems in small groups, and draw what
they hear in a poem. Registration is
required and can be done up to two
weeks in advance.
The library’s winter story time
session will continue through Thursday, March 22. Sessions include
Monday mornings for preschool
children ages 3 to 5; Tuesdays for 2year-olds; Lapsit Story Time on
Wednesdays for babies ages 3 to 12
months, and Thursday mornings for
children ages 13 to 23 months.
Each early literacy story time
meets at 10:15 a.m. Registration is
not required, but participants are
asked to arrive on time as the library may be unable to accommodate latecomers.
For a list of other upcoming programs, visit the library Web page at
cranfordlibrary.org.

Mountainside Rotary Posts
Schedule of Guest Speakers
JOIN THE CLUB...Family fun at Maplewood Country Club.

and the
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MAPLEWOOD — Maplewood
Country Club, located just 15 minutes from downtown Westfield, offers a lot more than just golf. It is a
family-oriented club with excellent
dining facilities, an active tennis program and a lively, resort-like pool
scene. The club has just completed its
closing weekend of the 2017 season
with a lavish Winter Cocktail Party
on Saturday, followed by a laid-back
Family Buffet on Sunday. After the
success of last year’s golf, tennis and
social activities, members are looking forward to the upcoming season
kicking off in March.
Maplewood Country Club has a
prominent golf history. The club was
formed in 1903 and incorporated in
1911. Today Maplewood Country
Club is a family-friendly, memberowned club that retains its classic
charm in combination with modern
amenities. Unlike most golf clubs,
Maplewood Country Club is conveniently located in the center of
Maplewood Village, a short walk from
the NJ Transit train station and other
downtown facilities. The club features a meticulously groomed, 18hole, par 71 golf course that plays to
6,425 yards. It can be a challenging
course but with friendly appeal. The
course provides pristine fairways with
undulating, but fair, greens. Here
members have the option for walking
with caddies or the use of golf carts.
Members participate in an active
season of competitive tournament
matches, as well as informal relaxing
rounds. The club features an active
golf program for both men and
women. Newcomers to golf and seasoned players are both equally welcomed. The golf staff conducts a comprehensive program of golf clinics
for adults and children, as well as
individually tailored personal or small
group lessons. Club members compete across the tri-state area, and this

year two of our golfers took home top
honors at the 41st MGA/MetLife
Men’s Four-Ball Championship held
at Westchester Country Club.
Maplewood Country Club is very
proud of its active tennis program. There
are both Hard-Tru and clay courts.
Under the leadership of the Tennis Pro,
the women’s tennis team concluded a
winning season competing against other
clubs. Lessons are offered by the pro,
including a children’s program.
The high spot of the summer season
is our active pool scene. The full service restaurant and bar provide resortlike services. Enjoy your favorite food
and beverage with either poolside table
service or at your chaise lounge. The
pool is a great meeting place for families with activities orientated toward
both adults and children. During warm
summer evenings members enjoy casual dinners and musical entertainment alongside the pool.
If you have heard about Maplewood
Country Club already, you most likely
know of its reputation for exceptional
food. This is not your typical country
club food. The dining room, grillroom and patio area are the places to
go for lunch and dinner. In addition,
frequent special events such as Steak
Night, Lobster Night and Wine Paring Dinners are very popular with the
members. Lavish cocktail parties with
well-known entertainment are highlights of the season.
Maplewood Country Club provides
a number of membership options, including a one-year low-cost introductory trial membership. Further information can be obtained by contacting
Michael Lusk, General Manager, at
(973) 762-2100. Maplewood Country
Club is located at 28 Baker Street,
Maplewood, N.J. Check us out at
www.maplewoodcountryclub.com.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Rotary Club held its
annual post-holiday party on January 25 at the Spanish Tavern in
Mountainside. The event was a funfilled evening, with the highlight
being President Rose Sinisi asking
trivia questions. Those who correctly answered received a New
Jersey Lottery ticket.
The club will soon start having
one evening meeting per month.
Details will be forthcoming.
Past Rotary District Governor
Tulsi Maharjin spoke to the club at
its February 5 meeting about the
good works of Rotary helping
people in Nepal recover from the
devastating earthquakes of two
years ago.
The club will feature the following guest speakers during the next
several months:

Monday, February 26 —
Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli.
Monday, March 12 — Robert
Nixon, principal of Governor
Livingston High School.
Monday, April 16 — Joe
Scandariado, Past District Governor.
Monday, April 30 — Michael
Hart, Past District Governor.
Additionally, Detective Michael
Hoose will speak on anti-bullying
on Thursday, May 10, at 7 p.m., at
the Mountainside Public Library.
Anyone interested in learning
more about the Mountainside Rotary Club is invited to attend one of
its meetings. Club meetings are held
at the Grillestone Restaurant in
Scotch Plains every Monday, except holidays, at 12:15 p.m. For
more information, call President
Rose Sinisi at (908) 625-8308.

VISIT TO VETS...The Volunteer Service to Veterans Committee of the Crane’s
Ford chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) teamed up
with the Cranford Dramatic Club Community Theater of Cranford on November 18 to entertain hospitalized veterans at the Veterans Administration Lyons
Medical Center in Bernards Township. With donations of gift cards from
Costco, ShopRite, Stop & Shop and Wegmans, the DAR was able to purchase
snacks and drinks for the veterans. Pictured, from left to right, are: Barbara
Krause, Nicole Birtwistle, Alice Birtwistle, Rachel Birtwistle, Jessica Birtwistle,
Miranda Birtwistle and Bonnie Cierkowski.
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SMILE!...Dr. Scott Gersch visits with Lauren Caruana’s third-grade class at
McKinley Elementary School in Westfield on February 5, where everyone gave a
“thumbs up to healthy teeth.”

National Children’s Dental
Health Month Kicks Off
WESTFIELD — February is National Children’s Dental Health Month
(NCDHM), a month-long celebration
sponsored by the American Dental
Association to promote dental education and awareness for all children.
The annual celebration focuses on
oral hygiene care, nutritional concerns, prevention, and the importance
of regular dental visits.
“By helping children develop a
positive attitude and healthy habits,
we will provide the tools they need to
maintain good oral health throughout
their lives and to keep their smiles
healthy and beautiful,” said Dr. Scott
Gersch of Gersch Orthodontics and

Cranford Orthodontics.
In observance of NCDHM, Dr.
Gersch and his dental team from
Gersch Orthodontics and Cranford
Orthodontics are visiting a number of
local Westfield, Cranford, Kenilworth,
Garwood and Linden elementary
schools and speaking to grades 1
through 6 on dental health and maintaining a beautiful smile.
For more information, or to schedule Dr. Gersch to visit a school or
organization, please contact Gersch
Orthodontics at (908) 233-8668 or
Scott@GerschOrtho.com, or contact
him via the website GerschOrtho.com
or CranfordOrtho.com.

Library Friends Gearing Up
For Annual Giant Book Sale
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
will hold their annual Giant Book
Sale next month to benefit the library.
The sale will begin with a
children’s sale on Saturday, March
17, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and con-

Holistic Moms Plan
Homeopathy Event
CLARK — The Holistic Moms
Network of Union County will host a
free homeopathy event with Board
Certified Homeopath Amy Rosen of
The Remedy Center on Tuesday, February 20, at 7 p.m., at the Clark Public
Library. The library is located at 303
Westfield Avenue, Clark.
Attendees will learn key remedies
for common ailments and first aid
that can be used for the whole family,
plus take home samples. Interested
persons are asked to respond at
unioncountyholisticmoms@gmail.com.

LEADER/TIMES
CLASSIFIED ADS
BRING RESULTS
PUBLIC NOTICE

tinue on Sunday, March 18, from
noon to 3 p.m. The adult book sale
will begin with a members-only
presale on Wednesday, March 21,
from 4 to 8 p.m. New members may
join at the door.
The open sale will begin on Thursday, March 22, from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
and continue on Friday, March 23,
with a half-price sale from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. A bag sale on Saturday, March
24, will conclude the sale.
Donations to the book sale may
be brought to the library between
Saturday, March 3, and Friday,
March 16, with the exception of
Saturday, March 10. All events will
occur at the Scotch Plains Public
Library, located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains. The Friends
request donations do not include
older and time-sensitive materials
such as videotapes, records, magazines and textbooks.
The Friends are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization devoted to supporting the programming and development of the library, and have
contributed more than $177,000 to
the library since the group’s inception in 1998.
PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 2/27/18, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Maintenance Resurfacing Contract, North - 2018, Various Locations in the
Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Union, Sussex and
Warren-Including and North of Route 57, 100% State, DP No: 18431
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.
127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontractors prior to contract award or authorization.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compliance at the time of bid.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe,
follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New Jersey 07856
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
973-601-6690
856-486-6623
3 T - 2/8/18, 2/15/18 and 2/22/18, The Leader
Fee: $168.30
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Nominations Are Sought For
Hardy Human Rights Award

Pioneer Nursing Instructor
Never Quit, Despite Racism
FANWOOD — As the first black rare combination. The racism was
faculty member at Muhlenberg Nurs- palpable, but Mrs. Henry believes
that the civil rights
ing School in Plainfield,
movement made a difCorliss Henry rememference.
bers being on the receiv“I never took it home,”
ing end of plenty of racist
she said. “I didn’t go to
comments from both stusleep with it. Because I
dents and staff.
knew I was what I was
“I experienced it, yes,”
meant to be. I hung in
she said recently while
there; I didn’t quit.”
chatting at The Chelsea
During the summer
at Fanwood assisted livmonths when there were
ing residence where she
no classes, she worked as
now lives. “But you
the plant nurse at
know what, I managed.”
Lockheed on Route 22 in
A lifelong registered
Photo by Tom Kranz
North Plainfield, now the
nurse, Mrs. Henry grew
Corliss Henry
site of the Watchung
up in the Bronx but lived
in Plainfield most of her life. Since Square shopping center.
Mrs. Henry took a new job at
she was a little girl, she had a passion for helping others, which led Middlesex County College in 1968,
her to pursue her career in nursing, where she taught nursing for 24 years.
earning her bachelor’s degree from She loved reaching young adults so
Hunter College in New York and they could chase their dreams.
Today, at age 93, she remains a
then her master’s degree from New
York University. She went on to positive influence at The Chelsea at
teach nursing at Muhlenberg when Fanwood, with a smile and a good
being black and being a nurse was a word for just about everyone.
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GIVING BACK...Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss, partnered with the
Mandy Reichman Feeding Program at Temple Emanu-El in Westfield and the
Good Will Rescue Mission in Newark for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day last
month to make lunches for people who may be food-insecure in Newark.
Participants and volunteers at Imagine donated bread, deli meats and cheese,
juice and water as well as fruit, candy and snack foods, along with sandwich bags
and brown paper lunch bags, to make over 150 lunches. Inspired by Dr. King,
Imagine offered the opportunity for participants who come for grief support to
make lunches and give back to a community in need.

NAMI Chapter Highlights
February Program Dates
CRANFORD/SCOTCH PLAINS
— For the first time, Union County
NAMI/National Alliance on Mental Illness is able to run two separate
discussion groups — one for
caregivers of loved ones with a mental health illness and a separate
group for those, themselves, who
struggle with a mental health illness. Each group will be led by a
trained facilitator who will guide
the discussion and explore topics
and concerns relative to the group
participants.
Joyce Benz, a Licensed Clinical
Social Worker and director of the
Intensive Family Support Services
of the Mental Health Association
in New Jersey, and a panel consisting of four members of the NAMI
board, will lead the discussion of
the caregivers group. Attendees
will have the opportunity to ask
questions and hear from other
caregivers on insights learned from
their own experiences.
The Family Support Group will
meet on Tuesday, February 20. This
group meets monthly on the third
Tuesday, from 7:30 to 9 p.m., at the
First Presbyterian Church of Cranford. The church is located at 11
Springfield Avenue. Attendees can
park on the street or in the Gray
Funeral Home lot across the street
from the church (if the funeral home
lights are off, which means no services). They should then follow the
NAMI sign posted on the church’s
side entrance on Springfield Avenue.
The second group will be for
those who live with the challenges
of a mental health illness themselves and will be held on Tuesday,
February 27, at 7:30 p.m. This
meeting will take place at RWJ

Rahway Fitness and Wellness Center, located at 2120 Lamberts Mill
Road, Scotch Plains.
John Gesumaria, who is certified
as an “In Our Own Voice” presenter,
will be the facilitator. Mr. Gesumaria
also represents Union County
NAMI at the Crisis Intervention
Training program at the Union
County Police Academy. This will
be an opportunity to openly share,
listen and learn from others with
similar issues and concerns. The
“Circle of Friends” format is relaxed and audience participation is
welcomed. Loved ones, family and
friends are invited to attend as well.
For more information on either
meeting, or in the event of inclement
weather,
e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com or
call (908) 233-1628.

Book on Rabbinate
To Be Discussed
SPRINGFIELD — Temple
Sha’arey Shalom will host a discussion on Wednesday, March 14, at 7
p.m., regarding a new book about
men and women in the rabbinate,
entitled “The Sacred Calling.”
The conversation will be led by
Rabbi Renee Edelman of Temple
Sha’arey Shalom and the
congregation’s rabbi emeritus,
Joshua Goldstein. The book was
edited by Rabbi Edelman and won
the 2016 National Book Award in
women’s studies.
Copies will be available for purchase. Admission is free. Temple
Sha’arey Shalom is located at 78
South Springfield Avenue, Springfield. For more information, call the
temple at (973) 379-5387.

Psychotherapy —
Marriage and Family Therapy
Dr. Peter M. Kalellis, a licensed
therapist and author of 14 self-help
books, along with his associate, a member of the American Association of
Marriage and Family Therapy, offers
Psychotherapy for individuals, Marriage and Family Therapy at his office,
232 St. Paul Street in Westfield, N.J.
Individuals facing personal problems or married couples in difficult
relationships experience VIP service,
discover options and find solutions.
For clients who are having financial difficulties, a sliding scale payment is provided.
Phone number: (908) 232-6118 or
E-mail: kalellis717@verizon.net.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

WESTFIELD — The First Congregational Church of Westfield invites nominations for the 2018
Marc Wesley Hardy Human Rights
Award.
Candidates must be young people
between the ages of 16 and 22 who
live in Westfield or surrounding
communities and who have distinguished themselves in the area of
human rights.
The award is presented to a person who has demonstrated the following qualities that were personified by Marc Hardy: Openness and
friendliness to persons of all races,
creeds and nationalities; involvement and leadership in organizations and activities committed to
improving human relations; personal dignity; a willingness to take
risks for what he or she believes is
right; unqualified acceptance of
others; respect for diversity; personal integrity; caring and willingness to listen; and the ability to
lead by example.
The award is named in honor of
Marc Hardy, a member of the First
Congregational Church, who was
killed in a car accident in 1990,
shortly before his graduation from
Westfield High School. He was a
National Merit Scholar and a gifted

Single Jewish Friends
To Gather Sunday
AREA — The Circle of Single
Jewish Friends 50-plus will hold a
Meet and Eat Luncheon this Sunday,
February 18, at noon. It will be held
at Bahama Breeze Island Grille, located at 520 Woodbridge Center
Drive, Woodbridge. The cost is the
price of a meal from the menu and
tip, plus $3. To RSVP, call Roberta
at (908) 668-8450 or e-mail
roger678@optonline.net as soon as
possible.

singer and actor with an abiding
interest in human rights.
Submissions must include a letter of nomination; a biography or
résumé with detailed descriptions
of coursework, extracurricular activities and other experiences the
candidate has been involved in, as
well as concrete examples and stories that illustrate the criteria listed
above; one letter of support documenting the nominee’s contributions from a non-family member,
and the name and contact information for up to two references.
Nominations should be mailed or emailed to: First Congregational Church
of Westfield, 125 Elmer Street,
Westfield,
N.J.
07090,
uccfcc@verizon.net, by Friday, March
23, 2018. For further information, call
the church office at (908) 233-2494 or
Terry Van Liew at (908) 377-0167.

NJIO to Perform
Concert Sunday
SUMMIT — The New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO)
will bring concertgoers back to a
simpler time with a concert entitled
“Musical Traditions in Song and
Story” this Sunday, February 18. It
will be held at the Lawton C. Johnson
Summit Middle School, located at
272 Morris Avenue, Summit.
The performance will begin at 3
p.m., and will feature all three of
NJIO’s orchestral ensembles, as
well as its Flute Choir and Festival
Chorus. Attendees are encouraged
to arrive half an hour early to catch
the Prelude Ensemble’s performance in the lobby. There also will
be a Flute Choir performance during intermission.
Admission is free, but donations
are accepted and appreciated. For
more information, contact NJIO at
info@njio.org or (908) 603-7691.

Library Friends Lecture To
Salute Famous N.J. Women
CRANFORD — In honor of
Women’s History Month, the
Friends of the Cranford Public Library will sponsor a lecture on New
Jersey’s most influential women.
Lecturer and photographer Jim
DelGiudice will present “Agents
of Change: Famous Women in New
Jersey History” on Monday, March
19, at 7 p.m. It will take place at the
Cranford Community Center, located at 220 Walnut Avenue. Attendees will learn about the lives
of philanthropists, performers,
politicians and more, as well as the
social context of their lives.
Mr. DelGiudice has studied and
documented New Jersey’s history
for more than 25 years. A threetime winner of a share of New
Jersey’s Historic Preservation
Award, Mr. DelGiudice has provided lectures at Drew University,
Columbia University and the
County College of Morris. Several
of his books of architectural photography have been published by
Rutgers University Press. His

Judgson Lecture Series focuses on
topics of New Jersey history, photography and general interest.
Admission to the program is free
and all are welcome. To learn about
other upcoming programs sponsored by the Friends of the Cranford
Public
Library,
go
to
cranfordlibrary.org and click on
Calendar or Upcoming Events.

Library Trustees Set
Meeting Schedule
CRANFORD — The board of trustees of the Cranford Public Library
will meet on the following dates for
the year 2018:
Thursday, February 22; Thursday,
March 22; Thursday, April 26; Thursday, May 24; Thursday, June 28; July/
August, to be announced; Thursday,
September 27; Thursday, October 25;
Thursday, November 29, and Thursday, December 20.
Meetings are held at 7 p.m. at the
Cranford Public Library, located at
224 Walnut Avenue.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group
Celebrates Children’s
Dental Health Month
Peter M. Kalellis

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 2/27/18, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Maintenance Beam Guide Rail and Attenuator Repair Contract, North - 2018, Various
Locations in the Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union
and Warren-Including and North of Route 57; 100% State; DP No: 18434
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.
127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontractors prior to contract award or authorization.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compliance at the time of bid.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe,
follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New Jersey 07856
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
973-601-6690
856-486-6623
3 T - 2/8/18, 2/15/18 and 2/22/18, The Leader
Fee: $168.30

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia
Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

908-232-1231
555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com
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BENCIVENGA PIN; ROPER, BLEVINS MAJOR DECISION

Voorhees Slips Past Cougars
For Sectional Mat Title, 33-27
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two bouts remaining and with the
score knotted, 27-27, the secondseeded Voorhees Vikings squeaked
out a decision in the 120-lb bout and
another at 126-lbs to secure a 33-27
victory over the top-seeded Cranford
Cougars for the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 3 Championship in Cranford
on February 9. The 22-8 Vikings won
eight of the 14 bouts, which included
six of the final seven bouts.
The 14-7 Cougars lost the opening
bout at 132-lbs when Viking Joe
Swiston caught Jacob Snover in a
cradle at 2:58 but Cougar Jack
Korzeneski quickly knotted the team
score when he turned Will Peterson to
his back with an arm bar/wrist combination in 41 seconds at 138-lbs. Then
Cougar Max Nock scored a first-period takedown and held on to edge
Garrett Loescher, 2-1, at 145-lbs.
Cougar AJ Bencivenga bumped up

to 152-lbs and recorded a series of
takedowns, including Fireman’s, arm
drag and a barrell roll, before using a
takedown-to-back maneuver to pin
Jacob Batloff in 2:48.
“I tripped the kid up one time. I was
getting to my shots. The kid was backing up alot but I knew I could break
him. I wasn’t going out of this match
without a pin. I knew I needed team
points. I knew I could get it for my
team and I felt confident. I broke my
kid, I brought him down and I was
able to dump him to his back and
secure a headlock for the pin,”
Bencivenga said.
Earlier in his bout, Bencivenga also
used a Turk takedown-to-back fourpoint move.
“I came in with the high crotch. I
got him up in the air and I Turked the
leg on the fall. I was able to put him to
his back but I ran out of time before I
could pin him there,” Bencivenga recalled.

Kyell Roper gave the Cougars some
breathing room with a 19-6 team lead
when he earned a 13-4, major decision over Brad Kalinchak at 160-lbs.
“The guy was shelling up on bottom.
I was trying to fight to get to my turns
and he was just curling up, so I had to
keep cutting him and taking him down,
keep cutting him and taking him down,
so I can get the bonus points. I didn’t
want it to be a three-point match, so I
had to find a way to get bonus points
somehow,” Roper explained.
Roper usually likes to employ a
devastating Spread Eagle pinning
move but he just could not get
Kalinchak to yield.
“I poured all my energy into taking
him down. Once I got on top of him,
I was still trying to turn him. I kept
fighting to get the pin. My whole goal
throughout the match was to get the
pin but this this time I couldn’t come
out with what I wanted,” Roper said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUARDING A DANGEROUS SHOOTER...Blue Devil Sam Stravach, No. 2, keeps close tabs on Royal Emily Archer, No.
15, as Blue Devil Faith Dobosiewicz, No. 23, approaches the action. The Blue Devils defeated Oak Knoll, 33-31.

STRAVACH NETS 14 POINTS; DOBOSIEWICZ 8 REBOUNDS

Lady Blue Devils Pull Ahead
Of Oak Knoll B-ballers, 33-31
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Making a statement is what the
Westfield High School basketball girls
wanted to do when they hosted the
Oak Knoll Royals in a regular season
game on February 10. Westfield had
received the third seed for the upcoming Union County Tournament (UCT),

while the Royals received the fourth
seed and the Blue Devils wanted to let
them know that the seeding was correct and did with a 33-31 victory.
Although their ability to make their
statement was a little shaky trailing
17-14 in the first half, the 16-6 Blue
Devils successfully co-ordinated their
efforts with key passing and stronger

control under the boards in the second half. Sam Stravach (5 rebounds,
3 steals) scored 10 of her team-leading 14 points in the second half and
Faith Dobosiewicz (5 points, steal,
assist) led the team with eight rebounds. Senior Molly Ryan (5 rebounds, 3 steals, assist) sank five of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING ON A SINGLE-LEG TRIP...Cougar Kyell Roper, left, sets Viking Brad Kalinchak for a single-leg trip
takedown in his 160-lb bout. Roper claimed a 13-4, majority decision but Voorhees won the section title, 33-27.

Coldwell Banker ResidenƟal Brokerage Wesƞield West

JUST LISTED! 18 Stewart Place, Fanwood
Oīered at $359,000
Charming Ranch located on a quiet street close to Fanwood Train StaƟon and Downtown. The
main entry leads you through a light Įlled three season porch. Through the enclosed porch is the
living room with woodͲburning Įre place and opens to the dining room. The galley kitchen is
bright and has direct access to large deck and back yard, making entertaining a breeze in warmer
months. Oī of the dining room, you will Įnd a hallway with two bedrooms on either end
separated by a full bath and linen closet. The full basement has lots of potenƟal and includes
laundry in addiƟon to a large full bath. The large aƫc is presently used as storage. The property
also includes two storage sheds.

OPEN HOUSE THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18th 1:00pm to 4:00pm

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
Cell: (908) 313-1542
600 North Avenue W. Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-0065

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Subject to
errors and omissions.
©2018 Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker®
is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker® Real
Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. If your

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."
FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM
CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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BUDNIK, SCHORK, BENCIVENGA, ROPER, SAVINO PIN

Cougars Rout Knights, 52-16,
In North 2, Group 3 Mat Semi
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SURROUNDED BY COUGARS...Raider Stefanie DeVizio, left, tries to slip the ball past Cougars, Ellie Rokicki, No. 15,
Caroline McCaffery, No. 33, and Olivia Speer, right. Cranford pulled ahead of the Raiders to win 48-33.

CR’S WICHELNS SINKS 19 PTS, SPF’S O’BRIEN 11 PTS

Cougars’ Assists Spurts Downs
Lady Raider B-Ballers, 48-33
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Momentum shifts midway through
the first quarter and, especially, during the later part of the fourth quarter,
exclusively attributed to a series of
fine assists, steered the Cranford High
School girls basketball team to a 4833 victory over the hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders on February
8. The 10-8 Raiders had their spurts
too but each time the 10-10 Cougars
were able to answer.
Senior forward Camryn Wichelns
became the primary beneficiary of
those assists and led the Cougars with
19 points. Interestingly, none of her
points came from 3-point range, however she was on the scoring end of
three 3-point plays in the fourth quarter. Wichelns, who had 10 rebounds
and four steals, also assisted Lauren
Santarelli (4 assists, 5 rebounds) on
her two 3-pointers. Charolette
VanWhy (9 points, 4 rebounds) had
three assists.
“The benefit of assists is when you

have a good shot but the next person
has a better shot. That’s exactly what
Lauren and Charolette were doing.
They had a good shot but someone
else is underneath the basket able to
get an easy two points or get fouled
with the layup. So that’s three points.
It’s being unselfish. That’s what we
have been doing lately,” Wichelns
said.
“Our key to success in games is
when we have more assists, we are
more successful when we are sharing
the ball more together,” Santarelli
added.
“That’s a common conversation that
we have. When our assists are anywhere at the end of the game between
15 and 20, we win. If they are lower
than that, we have a really hard time,”
Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.
“So passing the ball, cutting. moving,
working together we are very successful.”
Senior captain Brianna O’Brien
almost single handedly brought her
team from a six-point deficit at half-

time to a one-point lead by scoring the
first seven points in a 9-2 run that
gave the Raiders a 23-22 lead with
3:00 left in the third quarter. The
Cougars were pressuring senior forward Nya Downing (10 rebounds, 6
points) in the first half, so O’Brien
knew something had to change.
“I knew we were down and at that
point I knew Nya was getting safeguarded, so I knew I had to step up
alot as a teammate and as a captain.
We needed points just to get us back
in that rhythm. My coach told me,
‘why don’t you start looking for your
shots?’ When I drove, I was getting
blocked, so I thought dribble in,
dribble back and look for the jumpers. That’s where I saw my shot was
on and I felt more comfortable shooting,” O’Brien explained.
“They do have some really good
players. Their big girl [Downing] is
tough inside because we are not super
tall, so post isn’t really our strength.
But I think our girls did a really good
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Expectations of a closely contended
showdown began to fade away at the
mid point then totally disappeared
when the top-seeded Cranford High
School wrestling team recorded pins
in the final four bouts to rout the
fourth-seeded West Essex Knights,
52-16, in the semifinal round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tournament in Cranford on February 7.
The 14-6 Cougars would then host
the second-seeded Voorhees Vikings,
who defeated Lyndhurst, 39-24, on
February 9.
The Cougars were without the services of several wrestlers but the individuals, who filled the slots, rose to
the occasion to record key wins or
limit opponents in reaping bonus
points. Only four Knights recorded
victories and the first one came in the
opening bout at 113-lbs when Carson
Barry was held to a 3-1 win over Will
Fernandez. Their only pin was recorded by Mike Ruane at 132-lbs
when he used a tight waist, half nelson
to settle Jake Snover in 52 seconds.

Joe Nappi eked out a 6-4 decision
over Jack Korzeneski at 138-lbs and
Jon Bartley jumped up to 152-lbs to
record a 13-3, majority decision over
Max Roper.
“We got some guys who are out for
the season. The program has depth, so
we had other guys stepping in. They
have been training all year with us and
they have been training last year with
us. It’s their time and they are ready.
When kids are getting sick and getting injured, we are just plugging kids
in, which is really a testament to the
program,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said. “Some people would
call them holes, but we are getting
guys in there who are getting big wins
for us. And if they are not getting big
wins, they are keeping it close, against
the kid who already has 20 wins on
the other team. It’s good for the program and we are right where we want
to be going into the finals.”
One individual who did record a
big win was Chris Hecht and he did it
in a unique way. With the score knotted 4-4 at 126-lbs, Knight Vince Zoppi
was attempting to settle Hecht in a

cradle. Instead, Hecht, realizing that
Zoppi was exposing his back to the
mat, leaned backwards into him and
recorded the pin himself in 2:59.
“That kid locked up a cradle and
rolled right to his back and Hecht
stuck him there. He hung out right
there, pressed back a little bit,” Coach
Gorman commented.
Another key pin came just after
Bartley’s win gave the Knights a 1615 team lead. Cougar Kyell Roper
whipped Antonio Zaccaria to the mat
with a short lateral throw and stuck
him in 1:03 at 160-lbs. With the score
now 21-16, the Cougars would win
the remaining six bouts.
“Kyell is a pinning machine. He’s
leading the team in pins right now.
He’s going out there and always looking for some crazy pins. With Hecht
filling in the lineup, we are all varsity
here,” Senior 195-pounder Dylan
Budnik emphasized.
“We all work hard in the room. We
don’t have a JV, everyone works hard
every day and everyone is considered
varsity. We have confidence in every
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING ON AN ARM BAR/WRIST...Cougar Dylan Budnik, top, sets up an ar bar/wrist manuever to later pin Carmen
Cucuzza in 3:40 of his 195-lb bout. The Cougars defeated West Essex, 52-16, in the North 2, Group 3 Semifinal in Cranford.

Coldwell Banker ResidenƟal Brokerage Wesƞield

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E

Newly Listed • Championship Views

827 Cedar Terrace, Wesƞield
Oīered at $985,000

1060 Wychwood Road, Westfield
Traditionally designed Donald Ross Golf Course in your own backyard. Overlooking Echo Lake Golf Course, this
home affords you the lifestyle that you have only dreamed about. Classic Center Hall Colonial situated overlooking the
15th Hole with a picturesque panoramic view of the entire back nine. Landscaped to perfection with a private backyard
patio and plenty of outdoor entertaining areas. As you enter the front door of this meticulously and lovingly maintained
4 bedroom 3 full and 2 half bath home you will be awed by the light filtering through the windows. Gleaming hardwood
floors, detailed crown moldings, and custom built in cabinetry provide just the right touches throughout this beautiful
home. A gourmet cook’s kitchen with custom island designed for ease in prep and entertaining. Granite counters,
custom cabinetry and beautiful wood floors. Casual dining area with coffered ceiling provides the serene setting to
enjoy your morning coffee and more. The gracious formal dining room accented with custom moldings offers access to
outdoor private patio. Family room with with beautiful stone fireplace- flanked by built in custom cabinetry opens to
patio and yard- a perfect place for warm weather relaxing or for just letting the sun shine through. Elegant and
sophisticated master suite with luxurious private sitting room overlooks a vista of lush landscaping-a lovely sanctuary.
3 bright and sunny additional spacious bedrooms. From finished lower level for year round fun and games to private
patio and sitting areas- there is something for everyone in this exquisitely appointed home. Offered at $1,850,000.

Bernadette Houston, CRB
Broker / Salesperson
Cell: 908-209-3370
houston460@aol.com
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

Situated in one of Wesƞield's most desirable neighborhoods, this "Garden's"
Tudor style oīers classic architectural details and plenty of charm. An entry
vesƟbule leads into the foyer and greets you with hardwood Ňoors and beauƟful
moldings. The spacious formal livingͲroom features a Įreplace and archways
leading to the sunͲĮlled familyͲroom. On the other side of the foyer is a formal
dinning room that Ňows seamlessly into a spacious kitchen with abundant
cabinetry, a builtͲin work space, separate eaƟng area and access to yard. The
second Ňoor features a master bedroom with aƩached bath and two closets.
Three addiƟonal bedrooms share a hall bath. On the 3rd Ňoor, you will be
pleased to Įnd a 5th bedroom, full bath (complete with claw foot tub) and
plenty of storage. There is also a detached 2 car garage.

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
Cell: (908) 313-1542
600 North Avenue W. Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-0065
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Subject to errors and omissions.
©2018 Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark
licensed to Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. If your property is listed with a real
estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate
brokers.
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RITTENDALE BECOMES MEMBER OF THE 100-POINT CLUB

Blue Devil Icemen Finish Season
With 12-5-2 Record; Playoff Next
As they closed out a hugely successful regular season the Westfield
High School boys varsity ice hockey
team has started the next chapter of
the campaign. the Blue Devils finished the regular season with a record
of 12-5-2 by defeating the neighboring Cranford Cougars. Westfield
swept the season series with Cranford
on the strength of an offensive onslaught in the third period. The Blue

point night, with a hat trick and four
assists. Other multi-point efforts were
turned in by Andrew Johnson-Milstein
(1 goal and 3 assists), Trevor Tanella
(1 goal and 2 assists) and Kenneth
Meyer (2 assists). Will Gamba and
Timmy Rosa also found the back of
the net, while Nick Forno had a nifty
helper. CJ Duffy had 12 saves for the
win.
Later in the week Westfield opened

employment of the iron curtain style
neutral zone trap.
After falling behind early, Westfield
scratched their way back to earn a 42 victory and a spot in the semifinal
against archrival Summit. The game
will be the forth matchup of the season between these two Union county
powerhouses.
In the Governor Livingston game,
Rittendale added another goal and

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLAST FROM THE PAST — 2008 STATE CHAMPS...Pictured, left to right, are: Craig Zabel, Ismael Raymond, Head
Coach Dan Doherty, Reggie Solomon, Brian Dougher, Lordly Okarter, Matthew McDuffie and Shawn Johnson

SPF RAIDER 2008 STATE CHAMPION TEAM HONORED

Rahway Clutch Free Throws
Downs Raider Cagers, 52-47
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Photo courtesy of James Finver

A 100-POINT CLUB MEMBER...Matt Rittendale celebrates after attaining his 100th career point in the Blue Devils’ victory
over the Cranford Cougars.

Devils outscored the Cougars 4-1 in
the final frame.
The game scoresheet was littered
with Blue Devils. Captain Matt
Rittendale led the team with a seven-

their post-season with a McInnis Cup
quarterfinal win over the Governor
Livingston Highlanders. The Blue
Devils had their hands full in this
affair with the Highlanders’ effective

Westfield Girls, Boys Get 3rd
At North 2, Group 4 Track
The Westfield High School girls
and boys indoor track and field team
placed third at the North II, Group IV
State Sectionals in Toms River on
February 9. The Blue Devil girls
placed third in the team standings
with a total of 38 points behind the
Ridge Red Devils with 60 points and
the Columbia Cougars with 43. The
Blue Devil boys took third with a total
of 31.5 just behind Elizabeth at 32,
while Eas Orange ran away with the
crown, totaling 72.2.
Blue Devil Erica Lawrence was the
sectional champion in the shot put to
become the first in the team’s history in
this event. She tied her school record
with a shove of 37-10.5. Sarah Hacker
placed fourth in the 3,200 and set a new
school record and personal-best by nearly
20 seconds, with a time of 11:29.48.
Also earning medals and securing a
spot to compete in this weekend’s
Group IV, State Championship meet
were: freshman Katie Hamilton, who
placed third in the 800 in a personalbest time of 2:21.26, and freshman
Caroline Collins, who placed sixth in
the 3,200 in a personal best time of
11:44.78; Lauren Triarsi, who placed
third in the high jump and fifth in the
55-Hurdles; Emma Jackler, who
placed fourth in the 800 in a personal
best of 2:21.34; Julia Csorba, who
placed fifth in the high jump with
Leah Norton, who placed sixth in the

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

pole vault; and the 4x400 relay team
of Tani Horton, Grace Morgan,
Hamilton and Jackler that placed fifth
in a season best of 4:13.11.
For the Blue Devil boys, Spencer
Weigand finished second in the 800
meters at 2:00.12 and Cooper Brennan
was fourth at 2:03.33. James
McCutcheon finished third in the
1,600 with a time of 4:32.44, Matt
Meusel took fifth at 4:35.19 and Jon
Givelber finished ninth at 4:40.75.
Kevin Yucetepe took fourth in the
3,200 at 9:49.14, Will McGlynn finished sixth at 9:50.39 and Will Loggia was 10th at 10:03.
Jake Saltzer, Weigand, Steve Zucker
and Jackson O’Brien took fifth in the
4x400 at 3:33.75. Saltzer was ninth in
the 400 at 52.37. Jack Cioffi placed
fourth in the high jump with a height
of 5-6, while Nick Rubinetti and Finn
Collins tied for sixth at 5-4.

Blue Devils Stun Chiefs, Fall
To Warriors for Mat Crown
After dominating Perth Amboy in
the opening round, the third-seeded
Westfield High School wrestling team
reached down deep and stunned the
second-seeded Piscataway Chiefs, 3228, in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 5 semifinal round in Piscataway
on February 8. The match was decided
on the next to the last bout when Blue
Devil Luke Scanlan came through once
again like he did when he decisioned
Antonio Santoni in a 29-27 victory
over Rahway on January 29. This time
Scanlan won a sudden victory, 3-1
decision over Jake Sisk with a
takedown in overtime at 138-lbs.
The match began at 152-lbs where
Blue Devil Jordan Simpson claimed
an 11-3, majority decision over Nick

Blue Devils Rock Summit, 50-32,
Beat Union, 47-37, in Basketball
Samantha Stravach ruled the
boards, pulling 10 rebounds and rolling in 16 points, while adding four
assists and a block, in a 50-32 victory
by the Westfield High School girls
basketball team over the Summit
Hilltoppers in Westfield on February
7. One day later, the Blue Devils
defeated the Union Farmers, 47-37,
in Union.
Against the Hilltoppers, Molly
Ryan, who made five steals, scored
13 points, including three 3-pointers,
and added five rebounds and two assists. Lauren Sgro had seven points,
four rebounds and a steal, Lily Maz
had six points, three assists and a
rebound, and Grace Elliott had six
rebounds, four points, three assists
and a steal.
Josie Greenwood had four points,
three rebounds and two steals. Emma
Pietrewicz had three rebounds and an
assist and Caroline Dwyer had two

two assists to his resume. Those points
catapulted the senior into the extremely prestigious 100-point club
for his high school career. Rarified air
indeed for Rittendale who leads his
team by example.
After the game Rittendale was predictably modest. When pressed on his
individual statistics, Rittendale would
not take the bait. “It’s about winning
games,” said the forward adding, “I
want to keep our season going for as
long as possible” he added.
Another key performer for the Blue
Devils was Rosa whose salty effort
led to a third period Westfield power
play goal to tie the game. But Rosa
and his line mates – Matt Cetlin and
John Humiston – were not done. They
went into the dirty areas and were
able to grind out the game-winning
goal by Rosa. Tanner Devin added his
second gino of the game for the final
score of 4-2. Assists in game came
from Cetlin, Humiston, Kenneth
Meyer and Trevor Tanella.
Follow the WHS boys varsity ice
hockey
team
on
Twitter
(@westfieldpuck) for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit the team
website (westfieldicehockey.net) to
see the schedule of upcoming games.
Come on out and support the WHS
boys varsity ice hockey team!

rebounds. Kiran McCormick scored
10 points and Sarah Maldanado scored
seven poiints and grabbed eight rebounds for the 10-7 Hilltoppers.
Stravach did it again, scoring 16
points and pulling 10 rebounds, while
adding three steals, a block and an
assist against the Farmers. Dwyer
bucketed 12 points, including two 3pointers, and added four rebounds
and a steal. Sgro had seven points,
eight rebounds, four assists and two
steals. Ryan had six points, five steals,
two rebounds, an assist and a block.
Maz had four points, five assists and
five rebounds. Ava Luzzi added two
points and a rebound, and Pietrewicz
had two rebounds and an assist. Allison
Seater led the Farmers with 16 points
and Krizia Aponte added nine points.
Summit
Westfield

3 15 5 9
4 17 17 12

32
50

Westfield
Union

16 10 8 13
7 9 11 10

47
37

Lodato. After Chief Joe Hatcher
topped Isaiah Reese at 160-lbs, Blue
Devil Tim Miller recorded a 14-second pin over Gabe Rodriques at 170lbs. The Chiefs won the next four
bouts to take a 22-10 team lead.
Then the Blue Devils climbed the
ladder beginning with CJ Composto’s
1:39 pin over Dean Pleasants at 106lbs, followed by Luke Hoerle’s 1:33
pin over Dan Nikita at 113-lbs. Quinn
Gimblette grabbed a 13-1, majority
decision over Bryan Mora at 120-lbs
and Jeremy Silber beat Erick Valentin,
10-5, to give the Blue Devils a 29-22
lead. Chief Cam Smith beat Theo
Dardia, 8-3, at 132-lbs, Scanlan
clinched victory with his win at 138lbs then Chief Marcus Petite beat
Sean Dwyer, 5-1, at 145-lbs.
Next came the daunting task of
facing No. 14 Watchung Hills where
the Blue Devils were victorious in six
of the 14 bouts but lost to the Warriors, 39-23, in Warren on February
10. In the first bout, Hoerle won by
19-4, 2:00 technical fall over Jake
Bash at 113-lbs. Warrior Blake Bahna
nipped Gimblette, 6-5, at 120-lbs and
Dan Miller pinned Silber in 1:32 at
126-lbs.
Nick Ciraulo won by 12-4, majority decision over Blue Devil Anthony
Ciotta at 132-lbs then Scanlan edged
Ed Williams, 6-5, at 138-lbs. After
Rob Saum pinned Dwyer at 152-lbs,
Reese recorded a five-point lateral
drop in overtime to beat Frank
Medina, 9-4, at 160-lbs. At 170-lbs,
Miller beat Vince Mattaliano, 7-4.
After Griffin Rocco defeated Russ
Weber, 8-2, at 182-lbs, the Warriors
clinched the title when Justin Hayward pinned Brendan Loder at 195lb. Blue Devil Matt Dente won 6-5
over Tim Searfoss at 220-lbs. Warrior
Trey Antonelle received a forfeit at
285-lbs and Composto received a forfeit at 106-lbs.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team lost 5247 to Rahway on February 6 in Scotch
Plains. Keyshawn Cummings scored
20 points for Rahway to lead all scorers, while senior Jack Brady led Scotch
Plains-Fanwood with 13 points. The
game was a showdown between the
top two teams in the UCC Valley
Division and served as a rematch of
an equally close early season game
played in Rahway that was won by the
Indians. Sitting in second place, the
Raiders needed to avenge that loss to
have any chance of capturing the division.
“This game was exactly what we
expected,” said Rahway Head Coach
Kevin Conroy. “It was an up-anddown, back-and-forth affair between
two evenly matched teams. We were
able to play solid defense in key spots
and it was just enough to get us the
win.”
The game had a playoff feel to it
from the opening tip. Rahway (18-1),
which defeated the Raiders, 54-50,
earlier in the year in a close, controversial game came out strong in the
rematch. The Indians jumped out to
an 11-6 lead midway through the opening quarter but a baseline jumper from
Lamont Cruse pulled the Raiders to
within 11-8 by quarter’s end.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (15-4) remained in chase mode throughout the
first half, falling behind by as many as
10 points when Rahway’s Nicholas
Galette scored on a post-up basket to
make it 27-17 with three minutes to
go before the half. The Raiders pulled
to within 27-21 on a 3-point basket by
Tommy Drubulis less than a minute

later and that was how the two teams
went to the break.
“I think we could have done a better
job contesting some of their shots in
key spots,” said Raider Brady. “Especially in the first half I think we let
them have better looks at the basket
than they were giving to us. They are
athletic and they can run the floor
well. We need to keep up with them if
we are going to compete.”
The Raiders rallied to start the third
quarter, outscoring Rahway 10-3 and
briefly grabbing a 31-30 lead on
baseline 3-pointer by Ryan Muench.
But the lead was brief as Cummings
gave the Indians the lead once more at
35-34 after stealing a pass and going
in for a layup with two minutes remaining in the quarter.
The Rahway defensive intensity
kicked in as the fourth quarter began.
Rahway played tight perimeter defense and held the Raiders to just
three points over the first six minutes
of the final quarter. This allowed
Rahway to build to a 44-37 lead with
just two minutes left in regulation.
Then the Indians sealed the deal with
some stellar free throw shooting. Even
as the Raiders completed back-toback 3-point plays in the next minute,
they could not get closer as Rahway
went 8-for-8 from the foul line during
that stretch, actually increasing the
lead to 52-43.
Drubulis had nine points and
Lamont Cruse added eight points in
defeat. Fellow senior Dwight Laylor
chipped in with six points and 12
rebounds. The game likely gave
Rahway the UCC Valley Division
crown and served as one last opportunity for the two schools to improve
their seedings for the Union County

Tournament. Ultimately, Rahway
would end up getting a number six
seed, while Scotch Plains-Fanwood
earned the number nine seed.
“Really, I think you just have to
give credit to Rahway,” said Raider
Head Coach Steve Siracusa. “We hurried our offense a little bit in important spots. We could have closed out
on shots a little better throughout the
game but in the end, we played well.
Rahway played better.”
Prior to the game, Scotch PlainsFanwood took the opportunity to
honor the last and only state championship team in the school’s history. Several members of the 2008
Raider team that defeated Timber
Creek for the title, returned to be
introduced before the start of the
game. Players that were present included Brian Dougher (35 points in
state championship game), Lordly
Okarter, Ismael Raymond, Reggie
Solomon, Craig Zabel and Matthew
McDuffie, along with former SP-F
Head Coach Dan Doherty.
“We knew that was going to be a
special team for us right from the
beginning of summer play,” said
Doherty. “That team went about ten
players deep. We were playing the
Lindens and the Plainfields and
teams like Shabazz, so we were well
prepared by the time states rolled
around. We knew we could play
with anybody after a schedule like
that. Then Brian Dougher just got
really hot for us in the playoffs. I
think he dropped 35 points on Timber Creek in the championship game.
It was just a really special group
that year.”
Rahway
Sc Pl-Fanwood

11 16 8 17
8 13 13 13

#LoveWhereYouLive
TheIsoldiCollection.com
WELCOME TO ECHO RIDGE - MOUNTAINSIDE
Echo Ridge Way: Use 1350 US Highway 22 for GPS purposes

Open House: Saturday, February 17th 1:00pm to 3:00pm

23 Luxury Townhomes priced from the Mid $700,000’s
Models varying from 2480 to 2660 Square Feet
some with 1st floor Master Suites

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Cell: 908-787-5990

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555 x202
For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi | twitter @homeswestfield
©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker© and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

309 North Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Devil’s Den

Eclectic Guests Highlight
Record Dinner Turnout
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING THROUGH...Raider Nya Downing, left, drives past Cougar, Charolette VanWhy, No. 22, as Olivia Speer, No.
24, prepares herself. Cranford had a huge fourth quarter to win 48-33.

Cougars’ Assists Downs Lady Raider B-ballers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

job against her today,” Coach Dyer
said.
O’Brien (4 rebounds, 3 steals) also
positioned herself well during that
run to create turnovers and grab rebounds.
“I try to really be an all-around
player. We have counties coming up
and I really want to motivate my team
as much as possible to get ready for
the big games that are more important
than this game. It was important, but
right now we need to really focus on
our next county game against UC
[Union Catholic] and we need a lot of
girls stepping up because there will
be times when Nya and I will be
safeguarded and we need other girls
to shoot, dribble pass,” O’Brien said.
The Raiders had the first scoring
spurt with a 6-0 run to begin the first
quarter and Stefanie DeVizio (4 as-

sists, 3 rebounds, 2 steals, 2 points)
initiated it with an assist to Downing.
But the Cougars answered with their
9-0 run, which included Santarelli’s
pair of 3-pointers. The Cougars won
the quarter 13-10. KC Pringle (4 rebounds, 2 assists) and Caroline Kelly
(2 steals, 4 rebounds, assist) each had
two points and Wichelns had three
points. Downing had four points,
Corrinne Lyght (5 points, 5 rebounds,
2 steals) scored three points and
O’Brien had two points.
Defense ruled the 7-4 second quarter that gave the Cougars a 20-14 lead
at the half. O’Brien’s third-quarter
heroics got the Raiders back in front
but with the help of Caroline
McCaffery (5 points, 2 assists, 3 rebounds) and VanWhy, the Cougars
gained a 30-25 advantage entering
the fourth quarter.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Camryn Wichelns, a senior on the
varsity basketball team, recently scored her 1,000th point. She would lead the
Cougars into the Union County Tournament hosting New Providence at CHS on
February 13. Ryan Faraone (not available), a senior captain on the varsity ice
hockey team had five points in recent victories over Nutley and Bayonne and is
second overall on the team with 25 points for the season.

The first part of the final quarter
was a trade-off but then the hammer
came. Wichelns, with two assists from
Santarelli and one from VanWhy,
rolled in three layups, was fouled on
each and converted all three free
throws. She closed out the game with
another 2-pointer.
“We have been playing so well lately
together as a team. We’ve had some
tough losses, like against Westfield
and Johnson. We have to stick together and come out and win games
that are so close to counties and get us
in the right mindset to win. Bigger
games are more important games,”
Wichelns expressed.
O’Brien realized that her team was
experiencing consistency difficulties
throughout the game.
“Definitely miscommunication with
girls coming in. When we had subs,
we just couldn’t get our man. I think
that was a drop off for us. We were
ahead, 6-0, with subs coming in and
no one was calling out who they had.
That hurt us. We definitely got to
work on that and definitely got to
work on defending,” O’Brien said.
“If our defense is really strong and
on, it translates to our offense. Getting steals and forcing turnovers and
being in the right spot on defense
helps us with our offense,” Coach
Dyer said.
The Cougars received the fifth seed
for the upcoming Union County Tournament and would host the winner
between New Providence and Hillside on February 13, while the Raiders will compete at Union Catholic.
The Cougars have beaten New
Providence twice in the regular season but Santarelli cautioned, “They
had two girls hurt when we played
them, so we have to focus with their
new team and we can’t take them
lightly.”
Cranford
Sc Pl-Fanwood

13
10

7 10 18
4 11 8

48
33

Voorhees Slips Past Cougars for Section Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

In the 170-lb bout, Viking Matt
Brandner rallied from a 4-2 deficit to
claim an 11-4 decision over Justin
Alpaugh-McLean then Cougar Zach
Blevins went to town with seven

hammers for that team. Even our
heavyweight had a great scrap with
that kid,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.
Viking Lewis Fernandes, ranked

Fernandez in 1:27 with a cradle. The
120-lb bout was a snake fight and
Viking Aidan Taylor recorded a fivepoint Merkel move to edge Pat
Kalnins, 9-6. In the final
bout at 126-lbs, Viking
Hunter Rinehart defeated
Christian Esposito, 4-0.
“I think that we wrestled
tough and we didn’t get
some bonus in some spots.
We didn’t give up bonuses
in some spots, so I was
proud of how we wrestled.
I was proud of how far this
team came. We got a lot of
new guys in the lineup.
Only two guys in this lineup
have ever wrestled in the
district tournament. It was
a good run at the end. We
are very young and we are
looking for bigger things
next year and in the post
season, we got a lot of wrestling left to do,” Coach
Gorman said.
“Sections are over. Now
it’s
time to get into the
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON A SPREAD EAGLE...Cougar Max Nock, top, tries to pry Viking Garrett room, get this off our brain
and go work hard and look
Loescher to his back with a Spread Eagle in his 145-lb bout. Nock recorded a 2-1 decision
forward to districts, regions
takedowns and a pair of escapes to No. 1 at 285-lbs, dropped to 220-lbs and then states,” Bencivenga said.
seize a 16-6, major decision over and used a double-leg grapevine to
BOUT SEQUENCE:
Charlie Eberle at 182-lbs.
pin Rob Schork in 48 seconds. A 132: — Swiston (V) p Snover 2:58
An important bout came next at battle was next between Cougar Matt 138: — Korzeneski (C) p Peterson :41
195-lbs when Cougar Dylan Budnik Savino and Sam Huff at 285-lbs. With 145: — Nock (C) p Loescher 2-1
— Bencivenga (C) p Baytoff 2:48
had to face Scott Fernandes, a notori- the bout tied, 1-1, Huff scored a 152:
160: — Roper (C) md Kalinchak 13-4
ously dangerous leg wrestler. Budnik takedown late in the third period to 170: — Brandner (V) d McLean
182: — Blevins (C) md Eberle 16-6
was taken down twice in scrambles earn a 3-1 decision.
but yielded no back points in a 4-0
The Cougars’ final win came at 195: — Fernandes (V) d Budnik 4-0
— Fernandes (C) p Schork :48
decision.
106-lbs when Jimmy Gluck tallied 220:
Hwt: — Huff (V) d Savino 3-1
“Budnik wrestled one of his best four nearfalls to grab a 15-1 major 106: — Gluch (C) md Rich 15-1
matches, shutting that kid down like decision over Josh Rich. At 113-lbs, 113: — Koshinski (V) p Fernandez 1:27
that. Those three boys up top are Colby Koshinski pinned Will 120: — Taylor (V) d Kalnins 9-6
126: — Rinehart (V) d Esposito 4-0

This week we’re going to take a
one-week break from the rigors of
WHS athletics, and spend some time
breaking bread with the school’s athletes, coaches, alumni and fans.
Tonight’s big event is the third
mythical Devil’s Den Dinner. We
asked WHS senior athletes, coaches,
alumni and fans to send us a list of
three (sometimes more; in one case
just one) people from any time in
history, dead or living, with whom
they would like to share a dinner.
Since this is a mythical dinner we’ve
decided to hold it in the Armory, and
it will be catered by Charlie’s Italian
Deli (aka, Charlie Cheats), a South
Ave. landmark in the 1950s and ’60s,
but a window business the last I was
up there. If Charlie and his brother
John run out of baloney, capicola or
their famous pizza bread for their
subs, we will use the Clark White
Diamond as our backup food supplier.
A record turnout of 56 reservations
was taken this year, far more than the
43 tables that were reserved in 2009.
In 2013 there were just 21 tables.
The award for the furthest-away
reservation was declared a tie, between two members of the Class of
1972: Craig ‘CJ’ Johnson in Thailand, and Phil ‘Flip’ Light on his boat
somewhere in the South Pacific.
To say the dinner guests are an
eclectic group would be an understatement. You will need Google for
some of these names.
Here are the table reservations (everything is listed alphabetically).
Eric Bebel, swimming (’18). Walt
Disney, Albert Einstein, George Washington.
Ryan Bebel, swimming (’18). Benjamin Franklin, Genghis Khan,
Leonardo da Vinci.
Bob Behre, journalist. Lou Gehrig,
Jesus Christ, Mike Trout.
Mike Birle, soccer (’18). Zac Brown,
Charlie Kelly, Jim Valvano.
Chris Campbell, wrestling (’73).
President Barack Obama, Siddhartha
Gautama (Buddha), John D.
Rockefeller, Sun Tzu.
Mike Cappiello, baseball (’08).
Derek Jeter, Justin Olsen, David
Wright.
Grace Cash, swimming (’18). Martin Luther King Jr., Jennifer Lawrence,
Neil Patrick Harris.
Jack Cifelli, swimming (’18). Jesus
Christ, Muhammad, Cornelius
Vanderbilt.
Jay Cook, boys volleyball coach
(’02). Michael Jordan, Dean Smith,
John Wooden.
Tom Cusimano, fan. Russell ‘Boo’
Bowers, Peter Braun, Dickie Myers.
Colin Daniel, swimming (’18). Will
Ferrell, Michael Phelps, President
Donald Trump.
Teddy Diamantopoulos, swimming
(’18). Morgan Freeman, Glenn
Howerton, Christopher Nolan.
Jim DeSarno, football coach. Dennis Arnold, Walt Bartlett, Dave Moyle
(his football coaches at Pompton Lakes
High).
Grace Elliott, soccer, basketball
(’18). Steve Jobs, Carli Lloyd, Robin
Williams.
Josie Greenwood, soccer, basketball (’18). Neil Armstrong, Pope
Francis, Leonardo da Vinci.
Bruce Johnson, journalist (’63).
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Jimmy Brown,
Chris Campbell, Colin Kaepernick,
Martin Luther King Jr., Paul Robeson.
Craig ‘CJ’ Johnson, memorabilia
store owner (’72). Muhammad Ali,
Jimi Hendrix, Bruce Johnson, Babe
Ruth, Mother Teresa.
George Kapner, boys tennis coach.
Thomas Jefferson, Harold Kapner (father), Gary Kehler.
Greg Kasko, cross country, track
(’83). Walt Clarkson, Joan Kasko
(mother), Mother Teresa.
Allie Kehler, fan (’08). Gary Kehler
(grandfather), Glen Kehler, Scott
Newman, Justin Olsen.
Glen Kehler, JFK assassination buff
(’75). Frank Giancana, J. Edgar
Hoover, President Lyndon Johnson,
Dorothy Kilgallen, Johnny Roselli.
Glen Kehler, football, track (’75).
Rudy Brown, Paul Byrne, Chris
Campbell, Frank Jackson, Gary
Kehler, Joe Monninger, Eddie Morton.
Alex Kingsley, swimming (’18).
Julius Caesar, Jesus Christ,
Muhammad.
Phil ‘Flip’ Light, football, wrestling, sea traveler (’72). Captain James
Cook, Alfred Wallace, Alfred Wegner.
Tom Madaras, fan. Chris Campbell,
Chuck Cosenza, Butch Woolfolk.
Muriel Maloney, swimming (’18).
Ansel Elgort, Blake Lively, Michael
Phelps.
Sandy Mamary, director of athletics. Billy Jean King, Jackie Robinson,
Roger Staubach.
Kerry McDevitt, boys basketball
(’81). Johannes Gutenberg, Charles J.
McDevitt (father), Dr. James Naismith.
Melina McDevitt, girls soccer (’18).
Muhammad Ali, Joey Chestnut, Kerry
McDevitt.
James McKeon, assistant coach
(’02). Tommy Hart (grandfather), Pat

Tillman, coach John Wooden.
Liz McKeon, girls basketball coach
(’99). Tommy Hart (grandfather),
Derek Jeter, Pat Summitt.
Steve Merrill, historian (’71). Generals Stonewall Jackson, Robert E.
Lee, George Patton.
Don Mokrauer, fan (’63). Ralph
Greenleaf, Willie Hoppe, Willie
Mosconi.
Kevin ‘Spud’ Monroe, boys basketball (’77). Russ ‘Boo’ Bowers, Barron
Chambliss, Dondi Chambliss, Donnell
Clark, Lew Graves, Rodger Thompson.
Bruce Moran, journalist (’76).
Dwight Eisenhower, Abraham Lincoln, George Washington.
Eddie Morton, football, track (’72).
Rudy Brown, Chris Campbell, Jesus
Christ, Walt Clarkson, God, Ron Hall,
Gary Kehler.
Mike Murray Jr., baseball (’06).
Julius Caesar, Mike Murray Sr.,
Thurman Munson.
Mark Natiello, basketball (’18). Jeff
Bezos, Elon Musk, Jim Valvano.
Drew Ortiz, football, baseball (’18).
Gabriel Iglesias, President Barack
Obama, Robin Williams.
Daryl Palmieri, boys basketball
coach. Chris Farley, Chris Mullin, Jim
Valvano.
J.B. Raymond, journalist (’63). Paul
Brown, Bear Bryant, Jim DeSarno,
Gary Kehler, Nick Saban.
Damien Ruparel, tennis (’18). Roger
Federer, Steve Jobs, Shrikrishna Kale
(grandfather).
Molly Ryan, basketball (’18). Luke
Bryan, Bill Gates, Derek Jeter.
Lauren Sgro, basketball (’18). Ellen
Degeneres, Amy Poehler, Mark
Zuckerberg.
Among the hundred-plus people expected to attend today’s third mythical
Devil’s Den Dinner are Paul Robeson,
General Sun Tzu, Captain James Cook
and Mother Teresa.

Capt. James Cook

Paul Robeson

Sun Tzu

Eric Shaw, boys soccer coach. Johan
Cruyff, Alex Ferguson, Harry
McAlarney (grandfather).
Jillian Shirk, future athlete (’26).
Antonio Brown, Steph Curry, Eli
Manning.
Maria Shirk, future athlete (’29).
LeBron James, Christian Kirk, Matthew Stafford.
Whitney Shyposh, basketball (’18).
John Fitzgerald Kennedy, William
Shakespeare, Carrie Underwood.
Luke Spellman, basketball (’18).
Tinker Hatfield, George Lucas,
Shaquille O’Neal,
Jon Stiles, swimming (’18). Steve
Carell, Will Ferrell, Kevin Hart.
Dick Stotler, football (’66). Jack
Martin, Bud Mueller, Dick Myers.
Chris Tafelski, boys cross country/
track coach (’97). Walt Clarkson.
Bev Torok, girls volleyball coach.
Billie Jean King, Clara Torok (mother),
Keith Urban.
Mark Walter, soccer (’18). LeBron
James, Lionel Messi, President Donald
Trump.
Steve Warren, swimming (’18).
Warren Buffet, Ronald Reagan, Neil
deGrasse Tyson.
Steve Whittington, girls swimming
coach. Bono, John Kohutanycz, Neil
deGrasse Tyson.
WHS HOSTING DISTRICT 15
WHS will host the District 15 Tournament this Saturday, starting at 9
a.m. The locals finished second to
North Hunterdon last year.
The Blue Devils concluded the dualmeet season last Saturday by taking
two out of three in a quad at
Somerville. Those matches started
roughly 12 hours after they had finished second to state-ranked
Watchung Hills in the North 2 Group
5 championship match.
The Warriors (23-2), who were ranked
14th in the state, won a 39-23 decision.
But Kurz’s kids won five of the 12
contested weights, including a wild, overtime, come-from-behind win by senior
co-captain Isaiah Reese at 160.
The Blue Devils beat Perth Amboy
60-15 and Piscataway 32-28 in the
first two rounds.
WHS last won a sectional title in
1990, when Kurz was a junior 130pounder. That year’s team also won
team titles at counties and District 11.
Kurz’s team ended the Union County
portion of the regular season the way
they started it: with a huge win over a
major longtime rival. The youthful
Devils opened with a 40-25 victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood and closed
with a 43-18 romp over Union County
Tournament champion Cranford.
“We can be pretty good when everybody is available to compete,”
Kurz said. “And we often had five
sophomores and as many as three
freshmen in the lineup. If we can find
some upper weights, or get some kids
to grow, we can be in the hunt for a
sectional title the next two years.”
THIS AND THAT
Molly Ryan was selected to play in
the North-South All-Star Basketball
Game, Saturday, March 17, at Rider
University. Tip-off is at 2:30 p.m. She
is a three-year starter and (through
Sunday) has scored 825 career points
(No. 8 all-time at WHS), while making 111 3-pointers (No. 4) and coming up with 291 steals (No. 3). Her
three steals Saturday enabled the
Tufts-bound senior to break her singleseason record with 114 (112 was the
old mark).
Sophomore Maddy Katz scored a
school-record four goals as the girls
ice hockey team defeated Immaculate Heart Academy 8-7 for its first
victory after 14 losses.
IN PASSING
Gary Meserole passed away on Feb.
8 at age 64 after a long battle with
cancer. He was the father of two talented WHS swimmers: Callie, cocaptain of the 2006 girls team; and
Matt, co-captain of the 2010 boys
team, and the holder of three individual school records.
ON THIS DATE
1963: Bob King scored 33 points in
a 59-50 basketball win at Roselle.
AROUND THIS DATE
Feb. 14, 1948: Charlie Schrope tied
the Union County Tournament record
with 24 points as WHS routed
Cranford 74-49 at the Elizabeth Armory.
Feb. 14, 2003: Matt Rothstein beat
Lenape Valley’s Rob Paul 201-158 to
win the state bowling championship.
Rothstein also rolled series of 744
and 756 as WHS finished sixth in the
team competition.

Reading is Good For You

Mother Teresa
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Lady Blue Devils Pull Ahead of Oak Knoll
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

her seven points in the half and Lily
Maz (4 points, steal) added two key
assists in the half. Lauren Sgro (6
rebounds, 2 steals) finished with three
points and Grace Elliott contributed
three steals, three rebounds and an
assist.
“Coach has been talking about how
they won their conference, the one
below us, and we had to go out there
and prove to them and show them that
we are the better team and we deserve
to be in this conference above them,”
Stravach said.
“Coach was talking about how they

munication was amazing,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Liz McKeon said.
Dobosiewicz’s success under the
boards, prevented the Royals from
getting the second chances they enjoyed in the first half.
“Coach in practice always talks
about boxing out. It’s not just offense
and getting a lot of layups and short
baskets that wins games, it’s also like
playing hard defense and getting those
rebounds so the other team can’t get
them and put them back in the net,”
Dobosiewicz explained.
“She is a beast on the boards. She

even if she gets in foul trouble or if a
call doesn’t go her way. She’s been
very successful this year because of
that,” Coach McKeon said.
“My coach always say I have moves.
‘You got to really ball fake hard and
drive on them.’ They always support
me and say, ‘you can drive on anyone.’ Whenever you are in the paint,
drive to the basket,” Stavach said.
Stravach also had some fine help
from Maz on the inbound passes.
“Her and Lily have been playing
with each other for years, so they
know where each other is going to be
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST IN 200-FREE...Blue Devil Colin Daniel took first in the 200-freestyle at 1:49.79 against Ridge.

Blue Devil Swim Boys Whip Ridge, 100-70;
Girls Top No. Hunterdon, 96-74, in Semis
The fifth-ranked Westfield High
School boys swim team defeated the
Ridge Red Devils, 100-70, in the
North Public A semifinal at Wallace
Pool in Westfield on February 12
(Abraham Lincoln’s birthday). The
Blue Devil girls also won their semifinal with a 96-74 victory over North
Hunterdon. The 12-2 Blue Devil boys
won nine of the 11 events, including
all three relays. The Blue Devil girls
used their depth to tame the Lions and
also won three individual events and
two of the three relays.
The boys’ opening event, the 200medley relay, was won by Ryan Bebel,
Steve Warren, Eric Bebel and Cooper
Prieto in 1:38.67. Colin Daniel
touched first in the 200-freestyle at
1:49.79 and Ryan Bebel took top

honors in the 200-Individual Medley
with a time of 2:00.87. Eric Bebel
won the 50-free sprint in 22:48, Daniel
won the 100-butterfly in 54:47 then
Eric Bebel won the 100-free in 49.4.
Ridge’s Marshal Wang took first in
the 500-free at 5:07.23. Eric Bebel,
Connor Heffernan, Prieto and Matt
Barmakian won the 200-free relay in
1:31.37. Ridge’s Dylan Wachenfeld
took first in the 100-backstroke at
53.4 then Warren won the 100-breaststroke in 1:00.04. Daniel, Teddy
Diamantopolous, Heffernan and Ryan
Bebel took first in the 400-free relay
at 3:23.25.
North Hunterdon took first in the
first three events against the Blue
Devils girls but trailed 24-22. Ariel
Lonoff, Aziza Ganihanova, Shannon

Hesse and Ashley Kolpan took first in
the 200-medley relay at 1:52.55.
Nicky Koss won the 200-free in 1:58.1
and Kolpan took first in the 200Individual Medley at 2:13.7. Keeley
Thompson was the first Blue Devil to
take top honors when she touched
first in the 50-free at 25.3.
Blue Devil Abbie McKinney took
first in the 100-butterfly at 1:00.11 and
Muriel Maloney won the 100-free in
54.97. Ganihanova won the 500-free in
5:03.35 then McKinney, Thompson,
Emma Conlon and Marcelina Krowinska
took first in the 200-free relay at 1:41.29.
Ganihanova won the 100-back in 53.73
and Lonoff won the 100-breast in 1:12.1.
Blue Devils Natalie Lee, Maloney,
Conlon and Julia McGann won the 400free relay in 3:44.11.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY CLOSELY GUARDED...Oak Knoill Royal Emily Archer, No. 15, finds herself closely guarded by Blue Devils Lauren
Sgro, No. 32, and Faith Dobosiewicz, No. 23, during the statement game between Westfield and Oak Knoll.

are a very good team, playing in the
division below us. We knew they were
going to be a tough team and we knew
it was going to be a good game. I am
happy we got the win,” Dobosiewicz
added.
“We’ve had a long season and we
had four games this week. I said to the
girls this team coming in they think
they are better than you and you need
to prove to them that you earned the
three seed. I think they did an amazing job. We got off to a slow start
defensively and offensively. Everyone turned it around in the second half
with the rebounding, making the
layups and just the overall team com-

held her head after Molly [Ryan] made
a great pass to her and she missed the
layup. I said to her, ‘I don’t care about
the layup. Do you know how many
rebounds you had, how many great
passes you made to get us to where we
are?’ Sometimes these kids get
wrapped in in ‘I need to score’. Getting rebounds and stopping other
people from scoring is important, if
not more important,” Coach McKeon
expressed.
Stravach’s scoring spree was nothing new. She had been on quite a roll,
especially in the past two weeks.
“Stravach has had a great year. She’s
poised at all times. Nothing rattles her

and they got that connection and Lily
knows how to find her,” Coach
McKeon said.
“I always make sure on inbound
passes to really cut hard because it is
the easiest way to get points,” Stravach
said.
The Blue Devils took an 8-7 lead
after the first quarter but Emily Archer scored all 10 of the Royals’ points
in the second quarter, while the Blue
Devils scored only six.
Stravach scored six of the Blue
Devils’ eight points in the third quarter, while the Royals got only a 3pointer from freshman Greta Criqui.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND IN 200-FREE...Blue Devil Emma Conlon took second in the 200-freestyle at 1:58.27 against North Hunterdon.

996 Hillside Avenue, Plainfield
$869,900.
This palatial Center Hall Colonial features hardwood floors, 8 fireplaces,
huge designer kitchen, grand rooms and inviting ambience where one can
feel the elegance and grandeur of the era. A new roof and paver front
walk are among other amenities that must not be missed.

640 Fairfield Ave, Kenilworth
$312,000.
This bright yet cozy, three bedroom Cape Cod home is an idyllic condo or
apartment alternative. The expansive dorm size second floor bedroom and
full unfinished basement offer a myriad of possibilities. There's a large
deck, double size blacktop driveway and shed, all included.

1910 Inverness Dr, Scotch Plains
$585,000.
A notable neighborhood and convenient location add to the allure of this
home. Private spaces are found upstairs, including the spacious master
bedroom with walk-in closet & full bath. Equally as enjoyable, the yard
provides a substantial deck, mature landscaping, and room to stretch out.

131 Cottage Pl, Westfield
$929,000.
Exquisite custom "new-construction" Colonial on quiet tree lined circle.
Gourmet kitchen with breakfast area, spacious family room, private master bedroom, finished third floor and basement add to the living space.
Multi-zone high efficiency HVAC-2 units.

366 New Dover Rd, Colonia
$659,000.
Timeless details and newer hardwood floors craft a gracious interior. The
living room & dining room frame the foyer. The breakfast room opens to
the superb wrap-around covered patio. The master suite with dressing
room is joined by three bedroom suites all with views of the grounds.

2842 Verona Ave, Linden
$269.000.
As sweet as a dream, the renovated interior is bathed in sunshine complemented by a lighthearted and inviting décor. The new kitchen has shaker
cabinetry, stainless appliances and quartz counters. Renovations include:
insulation, dry wall, floor, carpet, updated electric and plumbing.
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Blue Devils Top Somerville,
Irvington; Lose to S. Pete Pr.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUARDING A ROYAL...Blue Devil Lily Maz, No. 10, tries to prevent an Oak
Knoll Royal from getting past her. The Blue Devils defeated Oak Knoll, 33-31.

Lady Blue Devils Pull Ahead
Of Oak Knoll Royals, 33-31
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Dobosiewicz scored on a putback to
begin the fourth quarter. Ryan later
converted a steal to a layup to put
Westfield up 26-22 with 4:02 remaining then they stretched their lead to 3325 with just 30 seconds on the clock.
The Royals added a 3-pointer by Laura
Borys then another from Archer at the
buzzer. Archer was limited to just five
points in the second half.
“Coach always scouts the teams.
We knew she was going to be a big
shooter in this game and get most of
their points. She’s leading their team
in points, so we knew it had to be
important to stop her from getting
shots and easy layups,” Dobosiewicz
said.
“We really had to stay on her and
make sure she didn’t get really hot
and score a lot of points,” Stravach
added.
“It wasn’t so much of adjusting to
her as we needed to fix our own
problems. We missed foul shots, we
missed wide open layups. We were
slow and flat on defense. We needed
to do something to change it up for

us,” Coach McKeon explained.
The Blue Devils also had to pay
attention to Criqui, who finished with
trip 3-pointers.
“She’s an all-around good player.
And again we just had to play our
defense and do what we know,”
Stravach said.
“We know who the shooters are in
this game and we know she’s going to
get a lot of their points. She’s a very
good player, very athletic. I knew we
had to stop her,” Dobosiewicz added.
Westfield would host Union on
February 13 in the first round of the
UCT.
“Winning this game is a really big
step going into counties because it
really shows other teams that we are
not there to fool around. We are there
to play basketball, to be serious and
win,” Dobosiewicz emphasized.
“I think it was a team win. Going
into counties, if we play as a team, we
can really make a run in counties,”
Stravach said.
OaK Knoll
Westfield

7 10
8 6

3 11
8 11

31
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The Westfield High School wrestling team wrapped up its regular season with a 35-31 victory over the
Somerville Pioneers, a 48-24 victory
over the Irvington Blue Knights and a
36-25 loss to St. Peters Prep (SPP) in
a quad match in Somerville on February 10. The Blue Devils completed
their regular season with a 15-9 record.
Against the hosting Pioneers, CJ
Composto pinned Tanner Donato in
1:19 at 106-lbs, Luke Hoerle won by
15-0 technical fall over Nick Chabrak
at 113-lbs. Pioneer Brook Loggini
received a forfeit at 120-lbs then Blue
Devil Jeremy Silber pinned Jack See
in 1:28 at 126-lbs. Pioneers Matt Patella pinned Anthony Ciotta in 1:15 at
132-lbs and Gian Mena won a 9-1,
majority decision over Mike Price at
138-lbs.
Blue Devil Luke Scanlan beat
Brendan Aldrich, 6-2, at 145-lbs, Pio-

Raider Cagers Stop
Blue Devil Boys, 65-50
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School basketball team improved to
18-4 with a 65-50 win over the
Westfield Blue Devils in Westfield
on February 12. Lamont Cruse, who
led the Raiders with 17 points, proved
to be deadly from the free throw line
with 13 bangs. Senior Jack Brady
scored 12 points, including a pair of
3-pointers, and John Petris put in nine
points. Dwight Laylor had eight
points, Tommy Drubulis sank seven
points, including a 3-pointer, and Ryan
Muench scored five points, including
a 3-pointer. Jayson Williams had four
points and Sheon William nailed a 3pointer.
Senior co-captain Adam McDaniel
led all scorers with 19 points, including trip 3-pointers, and added
six rebounds, four assists a steal and
a block. Griffin Rooney sank eight
points, including a pair of 3-pointers, and Matt Crowley had six points,
including a 3-pointer, and added two
assists and two steals. Luke Spellman
had three points, three blocks and
assist and a steal. Mark Natiello had
five points, three assists and two
steals. Sebastian Ferrara hit a 3pointer.
Sc Pl-Fanwood
Westfield

15 17 13 20
5 17 18 10

65
50

Middletown No. Tops
Raider Matmen, 57-16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO SNATCH THE BALL...Blue Devil Caroline Dwyer, No. 3, tries to
get the ball from Oak Knoll Royal Greta Criqui, No. 5.

Elliott Receives Ray Bailey Scholastic Award
On December 14 at the Westfield
Football Dinner at Westfield High
School, The Ray Bailey Scholastic
award was given to Shea Elliott. This
award is given to the senior Varsity
football player with the highest grade
point average.
Ray Bailey was an outstanding student and athlete for Westfield High
School in the late 1950s. Ray was a
star basketball and baseball player
for Westfield High School. In Sep-

tember 1959, Ray Bailey was tragically killed. Each year, starting in the
1960s, American Legion Post 3 in
Westfield presents this award in
memory of his playing so outstanding
for their Post 3 Baseball Team.
Shea Elliott is a 3-year starter as a
linebacker for Westfield High School
Football. He was also First Team AllArea and First Team All-State Defense, as well as one of the Captains
of the Football Team.

The top-seeded Middletown North
High School wrestling team defeated
visiting fourth-seeded Scotch PlainsFanwood, 57-16, in the semifinal
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament on February 7.
The only Raiders to win were Jack
Cannon (145-lbs) who pinned Kyle
Puzo in 3:33, Nick Palazzollo (170lbs) who recorded a 12-4, majority
decision over Caleb Dean and Sam
Wustefeld who received a forfeit at
220-lbs.
Raider Jeremy Lenart dropped a
close 9-8 decision to Jon Provenzano
at 126-lbs and Billy Root was edge, 31, by Mike Puzo at 138-lbs.

The Westfield Area YMCA 8U
Swim Team recently competed at the
NJ YMCA 8U Championships held at
Raritan Valley Community College
on February 3. The youngest Devilfish had many great top-16 swims.
7U Boys: Luca Giacobbe (11th 50
Free, 13th 25 Back)
7U Girls: Avery Levitt (10th 25
Breast, 11th, 25 Free) Elizabeth Ritter
(6th 25 Free, 8th 25 Fly, 9th 25 Breast)
8U Boys: Ben Britain (11th 25
Breast, 13th 25 Back), Ryan
Droskoski (4th 50 Free, 8th 25 Fly,
12th 100 IM), Alex Giangone (9th 25
Fly, 10th 100 IM), Benjamin Zhou
(7th 100 IM, 25 Breast)
8U Girls: Olivia Constable (2nd
25 Breast), Emma Crall (3rd 25 Free
& 25 Fly, 10th 100 IM), Mira Emany
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
March 1, 2018 at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of Evangelos & Amanda Tsimis, 1072 High
View Court, Block 8503, Lot 1, R-3 Zone
who proposes to install a 6 foot fence along
the front area of the aforementioned property, contrary to the following Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-2.3(o)-Fences:
Maximum Allowed: Four (4) feet in the
front yard. Proposed: Six (6) feet in the
front yard.
The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 2/15/18, The Times
Fee: $28.05

BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
CORPORATE STRUCTURE CHANGE
TAKE NOTICE that an application has
been made to the Borough Clerk of the
Borough of Mountainside, 1385 US Highway 22 East, Mountainside, New Jersey
07092, for an Amendment of Plenary Retail Distribution License 2010-44-001-004
heretofore issued to Minio Group Inc. trading as, Vine Republic for premises at 1267
US Highway 22 East, Mountainside, New
Jersey, for the purpose of a Corporate
Restructure.
The persons who hold an interest in this
license are:
Ronald Minio, 356 Stout Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Russell Minio, 356 Stout Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.
The application for the Amendment of
the License may be examined at the office
of the Borough Clerk.
Objections, if any, should be made in
writing to Martha Lopez, Borough Clerk,
Borough of Mountainside, 1385 US Highway 22 East, Mountainside, New Jersey
07092.
Minio Group Inc.
1267 US Highway 22 East
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092
1 T - 2/15/18, The Leader
Fee: $28.05

Pat School Girls Top
Cougar Cagers, 66-57
The Patrick School came through
with a huge, 25-8, second quarter en
route to a 66-57 victory over the
Cranford High School girls basketball team in Cranford on February 10.
Camryn Wichelns led the 10-11 Cougars with 20 points, including a 3pointer and 11 free throws, and had
13 rebounds, four steals and two assists. Caroline Kelly had 10 points
and two assists. Charolette VanWhy
had nine points, including a 3-pointer,
and six rebounds. KC Pringle had
eight rebounds, two points, two steals
and an assist. Lauren Santarelli had
seven points with a 3-pointer and
added an assist. Caroline McCaffery
had four points, Olivia Speer hit a 3pointer and Meghan Santarelli had
two points and three rebounds.
Lashae Dwyer led the Pats with 25
points, 10 rebounds, eight steals and
five assists. Shadajah Thomas had 12
points, five assists and two steals.
The Pat School
Cranford

11 25 21 9
14 8 17 18

66
57

Little Devilfish Come Up Big
At 8U Championship Meet

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

RAY BAILEY AWARD...Pictured, left to right, are: David Whitehead, Elke
Elliott, Shea Elliott (Award recipient), Ralph Elliott and Randy Grizzard (Post 3
Commander).
PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

neer Will McIntyre topped Sean
Dwyer, 7-2, at 152-lbs and Blue Devil
Isaiah Reese pinned Gerard Zukowitz
in 37 seconds at 160-lbs. Tim Miller
pinned Jordan Malanga in 4:39 at
170-lbs. Pioneers Andrew Diodato
decisioned Russ Weber, 6-2, at 182lbs and Hamza Akel decisioned
Brendan Loder, 6-4, at 195-lbs. Blue
Devil Matt Dente edged Jake
Dabrowski, 6-5, at 220-lbs and Pioneer Jake Pidgeon received a forfeit
at 285-lbs.
Against Irvington, Composto (106)
pinned Wolfeneger Michel in 1:35
nand Hoerle (113) pinned Zaahir
Anderson in 30 seconds. Irvington’s
Terrell Ashman (120) received a forfeit, Carl Banks (126) nipped Silber,
3-2, and Brisner Xavier (132) pinned
Theo Dardia in 2:49. Westfield won
the next six classes with Price (138)
pinning Shamar Frasier in 3:55,
Scanlan (145) topping Asah-lah
Lawton, 7-5, and Dwyer (152) pinning Rich Norman. Reese (160),
Miller (170) and Weber (182) received forfeits. Keyon Means (195)
beat Loder, 9-4, Dente (220) nipped
Nashwan Brooks, 5-4, and
Irvington’s Carl Napoleon (285) received a forfeit.
Against SPP, Composto (106) won
a 19-7, majority decision over Pat
Adams and Hoerle (113) beat Sean
Reindero, 5-1. SPP’s Trey Richardson
(120) received a forfeit. Silber (126)
won a 12-0, major decision over Dan
Cetera and SPP’s Mike Kelly (132)
pinned Dardia in 1:25. Price (138)
pinned Julian Todd in 5:30. SPP’s
Tom Kellner (145) pinned Scanlan in
3:16 and Matt Forget (152) decisioned
Dwyer, 5-2.
Reese (160) defeated Justin
Guzman, 4-2, and SPP’s James Cruz
(170) beat Miller, 3-1. SPP’s Nick
Colucci (182) topped Weber, 7-2 and
Zach Lewis (195) beat Loder, 8-4.
Dente (220) pinned Tim Garcia in
1:31 and SPP’s Andy Chiurazzi (285)
received a forfeit.

Please take notice that on February 28,
2018 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 145 North Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 54 Lot
11, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Charles & Megan Whitney.
The applicant requests Zoning Variance
for size of Garage which is in violation of:
Section 184-134 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Zoned
square footage increase for proposed garage; Permitted: 500 square feet; Present:
N/A; Proposed: approximately 932 square
feet.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accordance with the rules of the Fanwood Planning Board.
Applicant:
Charles & Megan Whitney
145 North Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 02/15/18, The Times Fee: $35.19

(12th 25 Back, 15th 25 Breast), Kaylie
Gao (2nd 25 Free, 5th 50 Free, 12th
100 IM), Lila Griffith (8th 25 Back,
14th 25 Free), Jane Kavanagh (3rd
100 IM, 4th 50 Free, 6th 25 Breast),
Emily Williamson (14th 25 Fly),
Claire Yang (9th 25 Back)
Other championship participants
included: Sarah Bu, Haley
Concannon, Emma Crall, Kathryn
Cymbor, Ella Del Gatto, Colin Foerst,
Spencer Grauch, James Kavanagh,
Joseph Kiley, Hannah Lee, Max
Laskow, Avery McMeekan, Bridget
Mulkeen, Olivia Perez, Jonathan
Peterson, Bridget Troy, Hailey Walker,
Elizabeth Williamson, Vivien Xu, Zoe
Xu, Jessica Zhou, and Molly Zitomer.
For more information regarding the
Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish swim
team, please contact Brian Guidera,
Director of Competitive Aquatics and
Head Coach at (908) 233-2700 x 263
or bguidera@westfieldynj.org.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY
INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR PROFESSIONAL
AN ACTUARY POSITION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, 20.5 et seq.
the Union County Insurance Fund Commission shall pursue a “Fair and Open
Process” in awarding a contract for position set forth more fully below, and hereby
solicit proposals in the form of resumes
and letter applications for the below stated
positions of the Union County Insurance
Fund Commission, which shall be submitted to:
Union County
Insurance Fund Commission
c/o PERMA Risk Management Services
9 Campus Drive, Suite 216
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
*Contains UCIFC/RFP Response*
All responses shall be submitted in a
sealed envelope to the Insurance Commission to be received no later than February 23, 2018 at 2:00 pm. Copies of the
criteria for the various positions may be
obtained by contacting Cathy Dodd at
cdodd@connerstrong.com or at 973-6596410. Professional services for the following position are hereby requested:
Actuary
1 T - 2/15/18, The Leader

Fee: $30.09

Photo courtesy of Varsity Vantage

JAMBOREE ICE CHAMPS...The Westfield JV Blue icemen relax after winning
the Anthony J. Grasso Jamboree.

Westfield JV Blue Icemen Win
Anthony J. Grasso Jamboree
The Westfield Junior Varsity (JV)
boy ice hockey team used the 14th
Annual Anthony J. Grasso Boys JV
Jamboree to demonstrate the Blue
Devil program’s depth of talent and
bright future. The Jamboree took place
at Woodbridge Community Center on
February 6 and included five local JV
ice hockey teams: the Arthur L.
Johnson (Clark) Crusaders, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders, Summit
Hilltoppers, and two Westfield squads,
the Blue team and the White team
(comprised of freshman).
The format for the tournament was
a grueling round-robin with each team
playing the opposing four squads.
Teams were awarded two points for a
win, one point for a tie, and zero
points for a loss in this opening portion of the Jamboree. The two teams
with the most points after their four
games advanced to the tournament
championship game.
In the first game of the tournament
the Westfield White team squeezed
out a tightly contested 1-0 win over
Westfield Blue. The close battle would

prove to be a tasty appetizer to the
main course coming later in the tournament.
As the tournament rolled along it
was obvious that the Blue Devil firepower was too much for the other
teams to handle. The Westfield Blue
team completed the round robin portion in first place with Westfield White
in second. A rematch was set for the
tournament final. This time the championship, and hardware for the trophy
case, were at stake.
The Championship tilt lived up to
the pre-game hype and was a tough
fought battle between the friendly rivals. Both Westfield goalies, Jack
Ruckman (Blue) and Johnny Paladino
(White) kept the game scoreless
through regulation with their exceptional play. Because of the tie the game
was decided by a five-player-per-team
shootout. The drama and excitement
were palpable as Westfield Blue
emerged with the victory. Scorers in
the shootout were Johnny Sickles (senior), Andrew Principato (sophomore)
and Tommy Duffy (junior).

FSPY Men’s 30+ Basketball
League Results, Standings:
A rain-soaked Sunday did not put
a damper on the competition in the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
Men’s 30+ Basketball League, as
Week 9 action featured a quartet of
tight contests.
Throwbacks 56, Team 8 43:
Down 26-24 at intermission, the firstplace Throwbacks, powered by Jamal
Berry (22 pts, 8 rebs, 5 assts) and
Jason Shann (18 pts, 4 trifectas),
were able to get past a feisty Team 8.
Rookie Orlando Jean-Charles added
8 for the victors. Brendan Ryan (14)
and Chris Burke (13 and 9) reached
double-digits, Captain Blake
Sonnek-Schmelz put in 8, and Omar
Glover took down 9 boards in losing
efforts.
Droppin’ Dimes 55, Triples ‘n
Dimes 43: The hardwood was littered with loose change, as D.D.
prevailed in the 10-cent war to snap
a three-game skid. Eljay Aguillo continued his all-league level play with
22 pts (3 treys), and was ably supported by Captain Brian Ciemneicki
(11) and center Craig Cichocki (6
and 9). Forwards Kevin Gannon and
Steve Lee each checked in with 6 off
the glass. TND, which has dropped
four in a row, was led by Stephen
Murray (21 pts, 8 rebs) and Tim
Gray (13 and 6), while Troy Sims
chipped in 6 and 6.
Basket Brawlers 70, Talkin’ Bout

Practice 64: Warren Lowe poured
in a season-high 39 pts, to go along
with 8 caroms, 5 helpers, and a perfect 10-10 from the charity stripe, as
the league’s hottest team won its
fourth straight. Kevin Adams notched
13 (3 triples) and Chris Beaudry tallied 5 and 7 for Captain Pete Falco’s
fighting bunch. Veteran Dave Berger
paced a balanced TBP attack with 17
pts, Scott Lowder had 14, Mike
Ruccio double-doubled (12 and 10),
Eric Halpin netted 11, and Joe
DeGennaro finished with 8 and 8.
Game Over 51, Run It Back! 47:
A nip and tuck affair closed out the
day’s festivities, as Captain Gavin
Ford’s 19-pt, 9-rebound outing fueled G.O. to its fifth win. Geoff
Gonzales and Clay Torres had 9
markers apiece in the triumph. RIB!’s
two main guns were Greg Josephsen
(15) and Gregg Carder (12), with
solid contributions made by Dan
Cowell (8 and 6), Graham Haskell (6
and 7), and first-year big man Mark
Van Ostenbridge (6 pts).
FSPY 30+ STANDINGS:
TEAM
W
Throwbacks
8
Talkin’ Bout Practice
6
Game Over
5
Basket Brawlers
5
Run It Back!
4
Triples ‘n Dimes
3
Team 8
3
Droppin Dimes
2

L
1
3
4
4
5
6
6
7

FSPY 8U Swimmers Excel
At YMCA Championship
The New Jersey YMCA Swim
Championship season kicked off with
the 8U Championship meet held on
February 3-4 at Raritan Valley Community College. FSPY‘s 8U swimmers competed against 14 other swim
teams across the state. These youngest group of swimmers showed up
with fast swims and numerous best
times in this championship meet.
7U: The FSPY 7/under Girls Relay team and the 7/under Boys Relay
team took first place in both the 100free relay and the 100-medley relay.
The teams consisted of Ogale, Lin,
Yip and Choi and the Boys Relay
Team of Glacken, Sayani, Venkatesh
and Balaji.
Janice Yip posted two impressive
first-place finishes in 25-back and
25-fly. Ella Lin took 2nd in 25-fly
and 4th in the 50-free. Anvi Ogale
placed 5th in the 25-back and 6th in
the 50-free, while Jacklyn Choi took
8th in the 25-back and 9th in the 50free. Basil Glacken placed 5th in 25-
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free, 6th in 50-free and 8th in 25-fly.
Daniyal Sayani took 2nd in 25-free,
and 3rd in the 25-breast and 50-free.
Shastha Venkatesh touched 6th in
25-fly.
8U: The Girls Relay Team of Jiang,
Rovito, Yu and Isleta and the Boys
Relay Team of R. Scarpa, Briamonte,
Michaels and C. Scarpa finished 2nd
in the 100-medley and 100-free relays.
Sophie Isleta took 1st in 25-back
and 7th place in both 50-free and
100IM. Vivian Yu took 2nd in 25-fly
and 6th in the 50-free and 100IM.
Jennifer Markwant touched 7th in
25-free, Fiona Rovito captured 4th
in 25-breast and Amy Jiang touched
7th in 25-back.
Connor Scarpa placed 1st in 25breast, and also finished 2nd in 25free and 7th in 50-free. Braden
Michaels captured 1st in 100IM and
2nd in 50-free and 4th in 25-fly.
Ryan Scarpa took 3rd in the 25-back,
5th in 25-breast and 8th in 100IM.
Sawyer Briamonte placed 8th in 25breast.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA swim team is a year round
competitive team offering high quality professional coaching and technique instruction. For more information, contact Chris Karelus, Head
Coach and Director of Competitive
Aquatics, 908-889-8880 x129.
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FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES
Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work
Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices
Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available
(908) 510-2542
FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

WORKING A DOUBLE-LEG TAKEDOWN...Cougar AJ Bencivenga, top, uses a double-leg takedown to get Dorien Gashi
to the mat in his 145-lb bout. Bencivenga pinned Gashi in 3:17.

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design.
Padded
Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.
Call (908) 654-6091

Cougars Rout Knights in Mat Semifinal, 52-16

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

one who goes out there,” Junior 220pounder Rob Schork added.
Budnik also took care of business
in his bout with Carmen Cucozza
employing a pair of high crotch, lift
and drive takedowns then pinning him
in 3:40 with an arm bar tight waist.
“Gorman is always busting me
about working for six, so I knew what
my job was, go in there, try to be
aggressive, get takedowns, work for a
lead and then work for the six after

being stingy with the ties, so I tackled
him down. On top, he wouldn’t give
me the arm, so I ended up crotch and
claw in the third period, and I pinned
him,” Schork described.
“Crotch and claw, picked him up
and put him on his back. Good time to
finish,” Coach Gorman commented.
“Our upper weights looked really
good.”
Heavyweight Matt Savino also
looked good in his bout with Ricky

then pinned Dorian Gashi in 3:17 with
a lateral throw and grapevine additive.
Cougar Justin Alpaugh-McLean’s
takedown at the edge of the mat with
14 seconds on the clock secured him a
3-2 decision over Luke Dignazio at
170-lbs. At 182-lbs, Cougar Zach
Blevins recorded three takedowns and
a nearfall to earn a 9-0, majority decision over Pete Kenny. Cougar Jimmy
Gluck concluded the evening when he
used a half nelson-and-wrist walkover

PUBLIC NOTICE

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing
March 1, 2018, at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of George & Shari Erasmus, 20 Pheasant
Lane, Block 15601, Lot 25.0203, R-1 Zone,
who proposes to construct a new in-ground
pool and pavilion on the aforementioned
property, contrary to the following Zoning
Ordinances:
Section 23-3.4D, Para. A, R-1 Zone,
Side and Rear Yard Set-backs for Secondary Structures:
Pool: Required: 30 feet for all structures
greater than 200 feet. Proposed: 10 feet.
Pavilion: Required: 30 feet for all structures greater than 200 feet. Proposed: 10
feet.
Section 23-3.5 (b) (2),(4), R-1 Residence Zone, Permitted Secondary
Uses, Single Family Dwelling:
Required: Customary residential storage buildings not in excess of 200 square
feet of building area; secondary structures
customarily associated with a swimming
pool on the premises, not exceeding 200
square feet and providing that no residential living quarter are contained therein.
Proposed: 1,000 square feet pavilion by
plan.
The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 2/15/18, The Times
Fee: $40.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-027946-16
FILE NO. 22342-16
NOTICE TO REDEEM
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS WITH THE CLAW...Cougar Rob Schork, left, uses a lift and claw manuever on Chris
Maestoso in his 220-lb bout and pins him in 5:57.

that. The pin was a go-to arm bar tight
waist,” Budnik described.
Schork followed suit, beginning
with three takedowns then ending his
bout in 5:57 with Chris Maestoso
using a devastating crotch-and-claw
maneuver.
“I was working neutral and working my ties [tieups] and the kid was

OU Announces Dean’s
Fall 2017 Honor Roll
NORMAN, Okla. – Students from
all 50 states and Washington, D.C.,
are listed on the University of Oklahoma Norman campus honor roll for
the fall 2017 semester, including Alex
Daniele of Scotch Plains.
In most colleges, students must earn
a minimum 3.5 grade-point average
on a 4.0 scale to be included on the
honor roll. Students in the College of
Architecture are recognized with a
3.3 or better, and students in the College of Engineering are recognized
with a 3.0 or better.

Local students earn
dean’s list recognition
at Norwich University
NORTHFIELD, Vt. – The following students have been recognized on
the dean’s list at Norwich University
for the fall 2017 semester:
Andrew Thomas Ciccarino and
Nicole Kimberly Skickova of Scotch
Plains.
Dean’s List recipients are full-time
undergraduate students at Norwich
University who earned a semester
grade point average of at least 3.0.

Behar when he exercised a head-andarm takedown, a double-leg tackle to
a nearfall and finally another doubleleg tackle to back for a pin in 4:34.
Just after the opening bout, Cougar
Pat Kalnins recorded a reversal, a pair
of nearfalls, an escape and a takedown
to defeat Billy Garafalo, 10-4, at 120lbs. At 145-lbs, Cougar AJ Bencivenga
worked a series of fireman’s takedowns

Fahrenholz Named to
McDaniel Dean's List
WESTMINSTER,
Md.
–
Jacqueline Cristine Fahrenholz of
Scotch Plains has been named to the
McDaniel College Fall 2017 Dean's
List with Highest Honors.
Highest honors are earned for a
semester grade point average of 3.90
or higher, high honors for a grade
point average of 3.70-3.89, and honors for a 3.50-3.69 average.

Caldwell Univ. Tells
Fall 2017 Dean’s List
CALDWELL — The following local residents were among 621 students
recently named to Caldwell
University’s fall 2017 Dean’s list, according to Barbara J. Chesler, Ed.D.,
vice president for academic affairs at
the university. In order to achieve this
honor, students must maintain a cumulative grade point average of 3.5 or
higher and complete at least 12 credits
during the semester.
Christina O’Connor of Fanwood,
Jessica Fugett of Fanwood, Tessa Joan
Fourre of Scotch Plains, Isabel
Theresa Fourre of Scotch Plains and
Theoniki P. Makras of Scotch Plains.
PUBLIC NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 18-01
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE COMPENSATION
OF REGULAR POLICE OFFICERS OF THE BOROUGH
OF GARWOOD.
STATEMENT
TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
18-01, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2018.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 2/15/18, The Leader
Fee: $17.85

BOUT SEQUENCE:
113: — Barry (W) d Fernandez 3-1
120: — Kalnins (C) d Garofalo 10-4
126: — Hecht (C) p Zoppi 2:59
132: — Ruane (W) p Snover :52
138: — Nappi (W) d Korzeneski 6-4
145: — Bencivenga (C) p Gashi 3:17
152: — Bartley (W) md Nock 13-3
160: — Roper (C) p Zaccaria 1:03
170: — Alpaugh-McLean (C) d Dignazio
3-2
182: — Blevins (C) md Kenny 9-0
195: — Budnik (C) p Cucuzza 3:40
220: — Schork (C) p Maestoso 5:57
Hwt: — Savino (C) p Behar 4:34
106: — Gluck (C) p Ruane 1:50

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on December 20, 2017 granted approval to
Stephanie Mitterhoff for coverage, setback,
fence height, and lot width variances on
the property at 117 Pleasant Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey being Block 19, Lot
13.
All documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection during normal business hours (7:30 AM - 4
PM, Monday through Thursday & 7:30 AM
- Noon, Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Attorney for Applicant
JAMES M. FOERST
SPECTOR FOERST & ASSOCIATES
159 Millburn Avenue
Millburn, New Jersey 07041
1 T - 2/15/18, The Times
Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
COUNTY OF UNION

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

to pin Jack Ruane in 1:50 at 106-lbs.
“We had a great week of practice.
We had a good match Monday, 73-3
win and we were confident coming
into this match. We knew we had to
get team points, work for the six all
night. We got the job done,” Budnik
said.

TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in
accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following
motor vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department
through abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.
All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.
Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at time
of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.
The public auction shall be held on February 23, 2018 in accordance with the laws of
the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.
The following vehicle may be examined at Plains Auto, 2380 Berrylium Road, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 8:45 am.
MAKE
BUICK

YEAR
1998

1 T - 2/15/18, The Times

VIN NO.
1G4CW52K5W4613591

MINIMUM BID
$3.940.00
Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk
Fee: $38.76

US BANK C/F ACTLIEN
HOLDING INC.; PLAINTIFF
VS. OLIVIA R. VENABLE, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST,
ET
ALS.;
DEFENDANT(S)
TO: OLIVIA R. VENABLE, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST;
FRANCES E. VENABLE, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; CECIL
C. VENABLE A/K/A CARLTON
VENABLE, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; UMMILKHAIR SHARIF, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; CLARENCE C. VENABLE, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; WILLIAM A. VENABLE, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; MUDIWA
ABDUSSABUR;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on February 7, 2018, the Superior
Court Fixed March 26, 2018 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:
LOT 27 BLOCK 109 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 14-0048 is
$46,492.26, together with interest from
January 19, 2018 and costs of $1,832.39.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 2/15/18, The Leader
Fee: $74.46
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CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE

FARM WORKERS NEEDED

BAY HEAD, NJ DOUBLE LOT
NO REALTORS OR BROKERS
WHATSOEVER.
PRINCIPLES ONLY.
Located on a quiet street near the
center of town in the lovely seaside
community of Bay Head, this home
currently spans two buildable lots.
This situation provides you with
many incredible options! Build on
one lot, sell the other! Or build a
second home next door for
children/grandchildren. Or- build
a massive new home big enough
to house all the generations... the
possibilities are endless! Ideally
located within walking distance of
Bay Head School (K-8), St. Paul’s,
All Saints, Bay Head Yacht Club,
town (Charlie’s restaurant,
Mueller’s Bakery, Post office)
Twilight Lake, Centennial Park,
tennis courts and THE BEACH!
Current home has 2 car gar, 4 bd,
3 ba, updated kitchen with
stainless steel appliances, laundry,
family, den, dining rm, enclosed
rear porch, and potential for two
bedrooms and bathroom on 3rd
floor. Large storage shed in back
yard. Offered at $2,250,000.00
Don’t miss out on this rare
opportunity... it wont last long!!
Email
BayHeadDoubleLot@gmail.com

2 Temp Farmworkers needed
3/26/18 – 11/7/18. Workers will
perform duties associated w/
planting, cultivating & harvesting
employer’s crops. Workers will
have extensive periods of sitting,
standing, walking, pushing, pulling,
repetitive movement, frequent
stopping and lifting 75lbs. Must
have 3 months verifiable
experience operating 50 +hp farm
equipment & affirmative verifiable
job references. May random drug
test at employer’s expense.
Guaranteed at least 3/4 of contract
hours but hours will vary according
to weather and crop conditions.
Hours may exceed or be less than
36 hours. Work tools, supplies,
equipment provided at no cost.
Housing provided for noncommuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $12.83/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion.
EOE. Worksites in Montgomery
Co., NY. Report or send a resume
to the nearest NJ One Stop Career
Center or call 908-412-7980 & ref
job #NY1239097. Allhay FarmsAmsterdam, NY

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
In accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act P.L. 1975 c. 231, this notice
is to advise that the Cranford Board of
Education Open Work Session Meeting
originally scheduled to be held on Monday, March 12, 2018 at 7:30 PM has been
canceled and rescheduled to Monday,
March 19, 2018 at 7:30 PM in the Board
Room at Lincoln School, 132 Thomas
Street, Cranford, New Jersey. Formal Action will be taken at this meeting.
By order of
Robert J. Carfagno
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 2/15/18, The Leader
Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-17-026
to be located in Zone: R-1, on the premises
known as 16 Madison Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, Block No. 309, Lot No.
5, has been submitted by: Jose Riera of 16
Madison Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016.
The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit: Addition to existing garage
that will require a side yard variance for
less than the minimum required side yard
setback for an accessory structure (§13634 A(2) and a building height variance to
exceed the maximum allowable height for
an accessory structure (§136-30 Schedule 1 Attachment 1) and any additional
relief that may be required from the board.
The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on February 26,
2018 at 8:00 p.m. in Room 107 of the
Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any person or persons affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any objections to the proposed
development. The Board does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testimony.
All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.
Applicant:
Jose Riera
16 Madison Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
1 T - 02/15/18, The Leader Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006811-17
FILE NO. 23324-17
NOTICE TO REDEEM
MTAG CUST FIG CAP INVEST
NJ13;
PLAINTIFF
VS.
KLEVER
QUINTEROS
GONZALEZ,
ET
ALS.;
DEFENDANT(S)
TO:
KLEVER
QUINTEROS
GONZALEZ;
MRS.
KLEVER
QUINTEROS GONZALEZ, WIFE OF
KLEVER QUINTEROS GONZALEZ;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on February 13, 2018, the Superior
Court Fixed April 2, 2018 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
LINDEN, located at 301 NORTH WOOD
AVENUE, LINDEN, NEW JERSEY 07036
as the time and place when and where you
may pay to the plaintiff the amount so
found due for principal and interest on its
certificate of tax sale as follows:
LOT 12 ADTL LOTS: 380, 83, 84A
BLOCK 556 on the tax duplicate of LINDEN. Total amount required to redeem tax
sale certificate no. 13-00477 is $2,147.88,
together with interest from January 19,
2018 and costs of $1,283.06.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 2/15/18, The Leader
Fee: $48.45

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
PLACE TO PLACE TRANSFER
Take notice that application has been
made to the Director of the Division of
Alcoholic Beverage Control by Wines of
France, Inc. holder of a Limited Wholesale
License #3401-25-847-001 to transfer the
location of its premises from 139 Deer
Run, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 to 423
North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
The person(s) who hold an interest in
this license are:
Alain & Elaine Junguenet, 139 Deer
Run, Watchung, New Jersey 07069.
John Junguenet, 12 Black Birch Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Objections, if any, should be made immediately in writing to the Director of Alcoholic Beverage Control, PO Box 087, 140
East Front Street, Trenton, New Jersey
08625-0087.
Wines of France, Inc.
423 North Avenue West
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
2 T - 2/15/18
& 2/22/18, The Leader
Fee: $49.98

PUBLIC NOTICE
NJ TRANSIT
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
PROPOSED DISCONTINUANCE OF
BUS ROUTE NO. 95
(SCOTCH PLAINS-NEWARK)
The New Jersey Transit Corporation (NJ
TRANSIT) operates Bus Route No. 95
between Scotch Plains and Newark via
points in Westfield, Mountainside, Springfield, and Union. Service operates on weekdays only, during AM and PM peak hour
periods, operating only inbound towards
Newark in the AM and only outbound towards Scotch Plains in the PM. NJ TRANSIT proposes to discontinue all service on
Bus Route No. 95 due to low ridership and
the availability of ample alternative public
transportation to facilitate these trips. Approximately 179 one-way customers per
weekday use this service, which can be
represented as 11 passengers per trip. All
affected customers would continue to have
alternative bus service available to them
should the No. 95 bus service be discontinued. NJ TRANSIT will conduct public
hearings to receive public comments on
the proposed discontinuance of Bus Route
No. 95.
Public hearings will be held as authorized by N.J.S.A. 27:25-8(d). Written comments for the record may be sent to the
Public Hearing Office-Bus Route No. 95
Comments, NJ TRANSIT, One Penn Plaza
East, Newark, New Jersey 07105 or on NJ
TRANSIT’s website, www.njtransit.com/
publichearings. All comments must be
received no later than MIDNIGHT, FEBRUARY 28, 2018.
Individuals requesting sign language
interpreters should contact the Public Hearing Office at 973-491-7453 or TTY (800)
772-2287 by FEBRUARY 12, 2018. Individuals requesting language support
should contact Customer Service at 973275-5555 by FEBRUARY 12, 2018.
Please be advised and assured that
NO FINAL DECISION HAS BEEN MADE
REGARDING THE PROPOSED BUS
ROUTE DISCONTINUANCE. The
public’s views on this proposal as expressed at the hearings and through
the written comment process will be
presented to the NJ TRANSIT Board of
Directors prior to a final decision in
this matter.
The public hearings will be held:
Date:
Thursday, February 22, 2018
Time:
6:00 p.m.
Location: NJ TRANSIT Headquarters
Board Room
One Penn Plaza East
Newark, New Jersey 07105
Date:
Tuesday, February 27, 2018
Time:
6:00 p.m.
Location: Scotch Plains Municipal
Building
Courtroom/Council
Chambers,First Floor
430 Park Avenue
ScotchPlains,NewJersey07076
Para obtener una copia traducida de
este aviso, comuníquese con Servicio al
Cliente: 973-275-5555.
Para obter uma tradução deste aviso,
entre em contato com o Atendimento ao
Cliente, no telefone (+1) 973-275-5555.
NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY: NJ
TRANSIT operates its programs and services without regard to race, color, or national origin, in accordance with Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended.
Any person who believes she or he has
been subjected to discrimination on the
basis of race, color, or national origin, or
wishing to obtain additional information
regarding NJ TRANSIT’s Title VI obligations, may contact NJ TRANSIT Customer
Service at 973-275-5555. A complaint or
inquiry may also be filed by writing to NJ
TRANSIT Customer Service-Title VI, One
Penn Plaza East, Newark, NJ 07105. A
complaint must be filed within 180 days of
the alleged discrimination.

1 T - 02/08/18
& 02/15/18, The Times

Fee: $168.30
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WESTFIELD
Thursday, February 1, a resident of
the 100 block of Saint Paul Street
reported the burglary of a motor vehicle and theft, while the vehicle was
parked in the street and unlocked,
between 11 p.m. on January 31 and
6:30 a.m. on February 1.
Thursday, February 1, Allen Smith,
III, 23, of Scotch Plains was arrested
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at
East North Avenue and Prospect Street
on two outstanding traffic warrants
from Westfield Municipal Court, with
$117 total bail, for parking offenses.
Smith was processed and posted bail.
Thursday, February 1, a resident of
the 700 block of Shadowlawn Drive
reported being the victim of identity
theft and fraud. According to the police report, unknown suspects gained
personal information and charged
$6,805 to the victim.
Sunday, February 4, Angel PerezRegus, 46, of Union City was arrested on an outstanding warrant from
Westfield Municipal Court, with $89
bail, pursuant to a motor vehicle stop.
Perez-Regus was turned over to
Westfield authorities by the Union
County Police Department, processed
and released after posting bail.
Tuesday, February 6, Donald L.
Palacios, 26, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding traffic warrant from
Union Township pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at Grandview and Windsor
Avenues. He was processed and released after posting $250 cash bail.
Tuesday, February 6, Diamond
Minor, 23, of Irvington was arrested
at the Woodbridge Police Department on a Westfield Municipal Court
traffic warrant with $1,000 bail. She
also had a criminal warrant from Elizabeth with $100 bail. Minor was processed and held in lieu of bail.
Wednesday, February 7, Brian
Mueller, 55, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) pursuant to an accident
investigation in the area of Mountain
Avenue near Colonial Avenue. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released to a sober adult.
FANWOOD
Saturday, February 3, Andy Aguilar,
24, of Plainfield was arrested on an
active warrant out of Plainfield following a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and Stewart Place for a motor
vehicle violation. A check of the driver
showed the active warrant out of
Plainfield. Aguilar was processed,
posted bail and released.
Saturday, February 3, a victim reported that sometime between noon
and 5 p.m. an unknown person entered his unlocked parked motor vehicle in the Fanwood Municipal parking lot and removed a jacket.
Monday, February 5, Michael
Carvalho, 46, of Westfield was arrested on an active warrant out of
West Milford following a motor vehicle stop at Martine Avenue and

Watson Road for a motor vehicle
violation. He was processed, posted
bail and released.
Thursday, February 8, Leon
Golding, 50, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an active warrant out of
Plainfield following a motor vehicle
stop at Terrill Road and South Avenue for a motor vehicle violation.
Golding was processed and turned
over to Plainfield Police.
SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, February 5, Eugene T.
Johnson, 27, of Hillside was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Fanwood during a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to police headquarters and processed.
Thursday, February 8, Derric J.
Coleman, 22, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding warrant out
of Scotch Plains.
Friday, February 9, Castor A. Toro,
52, of Scotch Plains was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop and
charged with driving under the influence. He was transported to police
headquarters and processed.
Saturday, February 10, Samani
Glover-Drew, 25, of Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Scotch Plains.
Monday, February 12, Joshua M.
Foote, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with possession of marijuana during a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to police headquarters and processed.
CRANFORD
Wednesday, January 31, Davon
Blutcher, 26, of Woodbridge was arrested on charges of possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of paraphernalia after
a 1997 Toyota was stopped on North
Avenue East for a seatbelt violation.
Following an investigation at the scene,
police located suspected marijuana and
paraphernalia inside the vehicle.
Blutcher was arrested, processed and
released pending a Municipal Court
appearance date. He was issued motor
vehicle summonses for an unregistered vehicle, a seatbelt violation and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) in a motor vehicle.
Thursday, February 1, Sander
Herrera-Fermin, 20, of Rahway was
arrested on charges of possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and possession of paraphernalia after a 2001 Nissan was stopped at
the intersection of Centennial Avenue
and Hayes Street for a cracked windshield. Following an investigation at
the scene, police arrested a passenger
in the vehicle, Herrera-Fermin, for
suspected marijuana located inside
the car. Herrera-Fermin was held on
active warrants from Newark and
Elizabeth Municipal Courts.
Friday, February 2, Shawn Taggart,

Another Budget Deal Bites the Dust
by Dr. Mark Hendrickson
Back in September, I wrote about
our “ethically challenged” democratic
system. I said, “We are caught in a
downward, self-destructive [debt]
spiral.”
If you doubted me then, those
doubts should have been exploded
last week. Congressional leaders
agreed to increase federal spending
by nearly $300 billion above the already-rising limits stipulated by the
Budget Control Act of 2011, and President Donald Trump signed the deal
into law last Friday morning.
We’ve seen this picture before:
Congress and the White House feel a
twinge of conscience, enact a law to
end deficit spending, and struggle to
adhere to it for a few years. Inevitably, though, political pressures to
spend more become too great, the
floodgates of federal spending are
opened wider, and the anti-deficit law
is swept away.
Following are several earlier versions of this process:
1) Congress passed Public Law 95435, The Bretton Woods Agreement
Act, on October 10, 1978. Intended
originally to amend the U.S.
Treasury’s collaborations with the
International Monetary Fund, Congress added Section 7. It explicitly
states, “Beginning with fiscal year
1981, the total budget outlays of the
Federal Government shall not exceed
its receipts.” Voilà! End of deficits,
right? Alas, if only... The actual federal government deficit for FY 1981
was nearly $79 billion. That was the
last year until 1997 that the federal
deficit was less than $100 billion.
2) Congress tried to legislate itself
into fiscal responsibility again in the
mid-1980s. It passed the verbosely
named “Gramm-Rudman-Hollings
Balance Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985,” followed by
the “Balance Budget and Emergency
Deficit Control Reaffirmation Act of
1987.” As already noted, those longabandoned laws never succeeded in
getting annual federal deficits below
$100 billion.
3) The Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 (alternatively
known as the “Deficit Reduction Act
of 1993”) is sometimes given credit
for the four-year interlude from red
ink in FYs 1998-2001. (Actually, there
were only two small on-budget surpluses in those years. In the other two
years, the “surplus” appeared only by
adding the Social Security surplus to
the regular federal budget.) However,
it wasn’t the 1993 act that achieved a
short-lived reprieve from massive
deficits. Instead, it was a one-time,

never-to-be-repeated “perfect storm”
of confluent events that I have explained elsewhere.
4) Another anti-deficit law was the
plainly labeled Deficit Reduction Act
of 2005. Although the federal deficit
did decrease for three years after the
passage of this law, bottoming out at
$160 billion in FY 2007, the financial
crisis that started that year blew that
law to smithereens as federal spending and deficits skyrocketed to as
high as $1.4 trillion in FY 2009 (the
year of the Obama “stimulus” plan).
5) The 2011 law that last week’s
law supersedes did not even pretend
to be working toward a balanced budget. It had the more modest goal of
reducing annual deficits. Yes, the
growth of federal spending slowed
for a few years after FY 2011, and
with the slow but steady economic
recovery, federal revenues increased
enough to reduce deficits. The deficit
bottomed out at $438 billion in FY
2015. Now, with last week’s law, both
parties have consented to burgeoning
deficits that could soon approach $1
trillion again.
The lessons are clear:
First, no law, or even constitution,
has the power to thwart the will of a
people who don’t want to abide by
that law.
Second, the political reality is that
deficits are here to stay—at least,
unless the financial system (and possibly the political system) blow up
from the accumulating financial stress,
although as hyper-indebted Japan has
shown, such an absurd situation can
persist for a surprisingly long time.
Third, neither of the two major
parties can be counted on for fiscal
responsibility. Democrats believe that
the government should oversee economic activity, and so there is no limit
to what they want to spend. Some
Republicans understand there are economic and ethical reasons for limiting government spending, but ever
since the Nixon presidency over 40
years ago, they’ve learned that the
American electorate has no stomach
for “austerity” or “belt-tightening.”
Thus, when push comes to shove,
their political survival instinct kicks
in and enough Republicans will cave
to public pressure and give the voters
what they want—more spending and
the large deficits that go with it.
Given those partisan dynamics, red
ink is here to stay and the mountain of
national debt will continue to grow.
— Dr. Mark W. Hendrickson is an
adjunct faculty member, economist,
and fellow for economic and social
policy with The Center for Vision and
Values at Grove City College.
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31, of Linden was arrested on charges
of distribution of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS), possession of a
CDS near school property, possession of a CDS and possession of paraphernalia after a 2006 GMC was
stopped on Raritan Road for failure
to signal a lane change. Following an
investigation at the scene, police arrested the driver, Taggart, for suspected heroin found inside the vehicle. Additionally, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for failure
to signal a lane change, an improper
turn, and possession of a CDS in a
motor vehicle. Taggart was released
pending a Superior Court appearance.
Friday, February 2, Catalin
Larotonda, 30, of Cranford was arrested on charges of possession of a
CDS, possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and possession of paraphernalia after a 1997
GMC was stopped on South Union
Avenue for failure to signal a turn.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police located suspected cocaine on the driver, Larotonda, and
suspected marijuana inside the vehicle. Larotonda was arrested, processed and released pending a Superior Court appearance. Additionally,
he was issued motor vehicle summonses for failure to signal a turn,
improper use of a horn, and possession of a CDS in a motor vehicle.
Saturday, February 3, Joseph
Sullivan, 59, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a 2001 Mercury was stopped on North Avenue
East for erratic driving. Following an
investigation at the scene, police arrested Sullivan for DWI. He was processed and released pending a Municipal Court appearance. Additionally, he was issued motor vehicle summonses for reckless driving, failure
to have a valid driver’s license in his
possession, and failure to have a valid
registration card in his possession.
Saturday, February 3, Edward

Allen, 32, of Middletown was arrested on charges of possession of a
CDS, possession of a hypodermic
syringe and possession of paraphernalia after a 2016 Ford was stopped
on the Garden State Parkway 137
Exchange at North Avenue East for
failure to signal a turn. Following an
investigation at the scene, police located suspected heroin and a hypodermic needle inside the vehicle.
Allen, a passenger in the vehicle, was
arrested, processed and released pending a Superior Court appearance.
Saturday, February 3, Elvin Soto,
31, of Linden was arrested on charges
of possession of a CDS, possession of
paraphernalia and hindering apprehension after a 2012 Kia was stopped
on Centennial Avenue at Raritan Road
for unclear license plates and a brake
light out. Following an investigation
at the scene, police located suspected
heroin inside the vehicle. Soto, a passenger in the vehicle, was arrested,
processed and released pending a
Superior Court appearance.
Monday, February 5, Alquan
Anderson, 23, of Plainfield was arrested and charged with DWI after a
2005 Nissan was stopped at North
Avenue East and Elizabeth Avenue
for careless driving. Following an
investigation at the scene, police arrested Anderson for DWI. Anderson
was processed and released pending
a Municipal Court appearance. Additionally, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for open container, careless driving, delaying traffic, an improper u-turn, and improper use of
multiple beam headlights.
Monday, February 5, Kenneth
Meier, 26, of Cranford was arrested
on charges of possession of a CDS
and possession of paraphernalia after
a 2003 Nissan was stopped at Centennial Avenue and Buchanan Street
for a view obstruction and a seatbelt
violation. Following an investigation
at the scene, police arrested a passenger, Meier, for suspected heroin and
crack-cocaine found inside the vehicle. Additionally, the passenger was
issued a motor vehicle summons for a
seatbelt violation. Meier was released
pending a Superior Court appearance.

IMAGINE’S MISSION...Sax representatives visit Imagine for a facility tour and
to witness how their company’s $15,000 gift will support Imagine’s mission.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Margaret Henn, Sax; John Murphy, Sax; Mary
Robinson, executive director and founder of Imagine; Todd Polyniak, head of
Sax’s Not-for-Profit Practice; Bianca Madrigal, Sax; Stuart Arnold, Imagine’s
board chairman; and Josh Chananie, a Not-for-Profit Partner at Sax.

Sax’s First Founder’s Award
Provides $15K to Imagine
MOUNTAINSIDE — Sax LLP, an
accounting, tax and advisory firm,
recently bestowed its first annual
Founder’s Award, which celebrates
the good work of local nonprofits. It
awarded one organization, Imagine,
A Center for Coping with Loss, a
$15,000 unrestricted gift for best effort towards sustainability.
Sax’s Not-for-Profit Practice initiated the application process, and nearly
190 nonprofit organizations submitted essays and/or videos for their
chance to win the award by explaining
how their organization is perpetuating
sustainability and/or measures they are
putting in place to reach sustainability.
Four independent judges went
through all submissions in an in-depth
review process to determine the winner. The selection of Imagine as the
recipient was announced at the
Founder’s Award ceremony on January 25 at The Chart House in
Weehawken. Close to 200 not-forprofit organizations attended the event.
Stuart Arnold, Imagine board chairman and the organization’s representative at the event, walked away with a
check for $15,000 to support Imagine’s
mission. Located in Mountainside,
Imagine serves families and children
who are dealing with loss or a lifealtering physical illness.
“We’ve come a very long way, and
we serve many thousands of families
now with our support services for
children who are grieving and who
need a place to feel comfortable, safe
and warm...and a place where they
can relate to people who are going
through a similar situation,” Mr.
Arnold said upon receiving the check.
“Thank you for helping us, because
the work we are doing changes the
trajectory of young people’s lives.”
“When I first saw the application for
Sax’s Founder’s Award, I was hopeful
because sustainability is something
we’ve been focused on since day one of
our founding,” said Mary Robinson,
Imagine founder and executive director, who wrote the winning essay. “However, when I heard there were over 180
applicants, I knew it would be tough to
stand out among so many other worthy
not-for-profit organizations.
“When we heard the news from Stu
that we were selected, we were
thrilled! It was so incredibly validat-

ing of our focus and philosophy, and
we know in our hearts our mission is
one worth sustaining.”
Todd Polyniak, head of Sax’s Notfor-Profit Practice, conceptualized the
Founder’s Award and event as one
that would honor the principles of
Sax’s founders – Sander Sax, Morris
Macy and Egon Fromm – who inspired the vision of propelling organizations forward by supporting their
success. He also made sure this event
was a celebration of not-for-profit
organizations that do so much for so
many on so little. Information about
Sax is available at saxllp.com.
Imagine provides free, year-round,
peer support groups for children ages
3 to 18 who have lost a parent or
sibling, with concurrent groups for
parents and guardians. Free support
groups also are available for young
adults, age 18 and up, who have lost a
friend, sibling or parent.
Imagine also provides in-home support and support groups for children
and teens who have a family member
living with a life-altering physical
illness. Facility tours are offered three
times a month. Tour dates and more
information can be found by visiting
imaginenj.org or calling (908) 2643100.

DBSA to Address
Mood Disorders
AREA — The Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance (DBSA) will
feature at its monthly educational
meeting on Wednesday, February 28,
a panel of people living with mood
disorders who will share their
struggles and their successes. There
also will be an extensive questionand-answer period.
These educational meetings of the
DBSA take place on a Wednesday
every month at 7:45 p.m. using the
facilities of the Morristown Unitarian Fellowship, 21 Normandy
Heights Road (about one block east
of the Morris Museum), Morristown.
The public is invited to attend all
meetings; a nominal donation is requested from non-members, when
possible. In case of hazardous
weather, call (973) 994-1143 after 6
p.m. for possible postponement information.
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POPCORN
“I, Tonya “
Class Warfare on Skates
3 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

I wasn’t looking forward to seeing
“I, Tonya,” about provocative, world
class ice skater Tonya Harding. The
events surrounding her quest for
Olympic greatness and fellow competitor Nancy Kerrigan’s ruthlessly
broken kneecap seemed so yesterday,
and anyway, I never learned to ice
skate. A bunch of fancily clad skaters
twirling about on slippery ice while a
Rachmaninoff etude plays in the background seemed like an awful yawn.
But alas, dear reader, it appears I’m
not entirely bereft of the genteel gene
required to appreciate such stuff.
Now don’t get me wrong. I’m not
going to move heaven and earth to
make sure I don’t miss the competitive figure skating events televised
from PyeongChang. Rest assured I
barely know the difference between a
triple axel and a Lutz, though I did
know a Sam Lutz. Nope, the compelling interest here is not so much the
challenging difficulty or beauty of
the sport, which Margot Robbie as
the title character dramatically impresses upon us, but rather the sociological barriers Tonya had to confront in her fight to the almost top.
Gosh…we’re such snobs. Well, not
you and I. But what Steven Rogers’s
astutely class sensitive screenplay, deftly
directed by Craig Gillespie, propounds
with unabashed muckraking is the builtin intolerance of the event in question…a
rather anomalous bit of hypocrisy if
you consider the supposed purpose and
meaning of sports. But while I wouldn’t
be so naive to suggest that the HardingKerrigan indignity was a turning point
in the history of modern athletics,
wherein the almighty dollar outplayed
fairness, it is doubtless a road marker in
the relentless trend.
In the director’s superb handling of
the screenwriter’s semi-documentary
form, whimsically purposed with stage
whispers from the saga’s half dozen
principals, older Tonya, puffing on a
cigarette, bemoans her socioeconomic
status not so much personally, but in
how it hindered her career. Those powers that be demanded that their figure
skaters be models of feminine virtue
and breeding. Tonya was working class,
had music choices the judges disdained,
and simply couldn’t afford the dainty
and stylish outfits her opponents could
buy from the very best houses.
But there’s much more to it…a
subtext that overwhelms the plot with
humanizing rectitude. While many of
us in Middle Class Land and higher
were arrogantly derisive of this interloper from the lesser realms who dared
challenge our Fair Princess Nancy, the

Fanwood Lib. to Hold
Program on Grant
FANWOOD — The Fanwood Memorial Library will present “Ulysses
S. Grant: Friendship with the President” on Sunday, February 25, at 2
p.m. Grant, portrayed by historian Ken
Serfass, will share stories about his
unique friendship with President Lincoln and discuss the years Grant and
Lincoln worked together to win the
Civil War. A question-and-answer session will follow the lecture. The event is
free and open to the public.
Mr. Serfass, a retired gunnery sergeant with the United States Marine
Corps, has portrayed General Grant since
2009, speaking at events across the country and visiting many areas of Grant’s
military campaigns across the south.
This program is sponsored by the
Friends of the Fanwood Library. For
information about this and other programs, call the library at (908) 3226400 or visit fanwoodlibrary.org.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-17-032
to be located in Zone: R-4, on the premises
known as 11 Hawthorne Street, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, Block No. 500, Lot No.
16, has been submitted by: Joseph Alesi of
11 Hawthorne Street, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.
The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:
The residents of 11 Hawthorne Street,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016 are seeking
relief to keep their shed in the current
location where is had stood since its installation in 2005. It is currently thirty-two inches
from the rear property line and six inches
from the side affixed to a fence and on a
foundation. The required distances are
three feet from the rear and five feet from
the side and any additional relief that may
be required from the board.
The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on 2/26/18 at 8:15
p.m. in Room 107 of the Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any person
or persons affected by this application will
have an opportunity to present any objections to the proposed development. The
Board does, however, have the right to
exclude repetitious testimony.
All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.
Applicant:
Joseph Alesi
11 Hawthorne Street
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
1 T - 02/15/18, The Leader Fee: $42.33

film ultimately addresses by example
this unwitting, casually accepted bias.
And there’s even a bonus for our moral
sense in this lifting of the rock from the
squiggly-slimy worms of prejudice. In
Tonya’s story is the nub and crux of the
cultural conundrum currently darkening our horizon.
More than once in the portions she
narrates, Tonya strikes at the core of
the problem, saying pshaw to the antiintellectual forces who contend otherwise when she sorrowfully confides,
“I have no education.” She can abide
her countrified ways and lack of sophistication as part of life’s inequities. But the earnest despondency over
something that was neglected in her
upbringing, before she had the wherewithal to address it, saddens us. It’s
tough enough living in the countless
towns U.S.A. where the mill has
closed, literally or figuratively.
The metaphors pour forth. Albeit
present-minded, Monday morning
quarterbacking contextually tossed
into the mix, Tonya is essentially exampled as the poster child of the great
financial and educational divide that
furrows our collective brow. Part of
the Great Unwashed who lays claim
neither to that 82% of the money held
by the lucky 1%, nor the higher education that might level her playing
field, she is between the rock and the
hard place. But oh, can she skate. If
only she could get a little help, what
my family called “a push.”
While the ice skating version of the
obsessive stage mom played to an
obnoxiously venomous turn by
Allison Janney makes sure that
Tonya’s prodigious talent is nurtured
and fully realized, Mommy Dearest’s
heartlessness cannot be underestimated. There is no love…only blame
and intimidation. All of which sets
Tonya up for the marriage from Hell.
In this hard luck variation on the
Pygmalion fable, insult is added to
injury when Tonya falls under the
guiding spell not of the eventually
empathetic Henry Higgins, but of the
serially abusive Jeff Gillooly.
The ill-starred pairing leads to the
tragicomedy of errors and ill will that
derailed Nancy Kerrigan and made
Tonya Harding the most despised athlete in America. Parsing out the particulars of the unsportsmanlike assault in acerbic, crime drama form,
director Gillespie delivers what plays
as a fair-minded and knowledgeable
chronicle of events. With the dust
long settled, its moral center marking
on a curve and exonerating where
applicable, “I, Tonya” gave Me,
Michael, a more charitable understanding of what might have been.
***
“I, Tonya,” rated R, is a 30West
release directed by Craig Gillespie
and stars Margot Robbie, Allison
Janney and Sebastian Stan. Running
time: 120 minutes

Irish Culture on Tap
At Community Center
CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will celebrate Irish culture with an evening of
poetry and music at the Cranford
Community Center on Wednesday,
March 14, at 7:30 p.m.
Cranford resident John McDermott,
honoree of the Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation and winner of the
Fanwood Arts Council’s House Poetry Prize, will share the spotlight
with Michele Mountain, a New Jersey-based harpist and vocalist specializing in traditional Celtic and Irish
folk music. Admission to the program is free and all are welcome.
The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue. To
see other upcoming programs sponsored by the Friends of the Cranford
Public
Library,
go
to
cranfordlibrary.org and click on Calendar or Upcoming Events.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that CNJOS Properties LLC, on behalf of Chester and Patricia
Lindsey, has filed a Zoning Application
with the Planning Board of the Borough of
Fanwood seeking preliminary and final
minor site plan and conforming subdivision approval and such variances which
may apply.
The applicant is seeking to subdivide
Block 29, Lot 3 into two conforming lots
(Lot 3.01 and 3.02) both of similar size and
shape. The current lot as well as the two
proposed lots conform with the current
zoning and land use ordinances.
The procedures requested are reference to premises located at 200 Midway
Avenue, Fanwood, and also known as
Block 29, Lot 3 on the Tax Map. This
application is now on the Secretary’s calendar and the public hearing has been
ordered for Wednesday evening, February 28, 2018 at 7:30 PM prevailing time, at
the Fanwood Borough Hall, located at 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey, at which time you may appear
either in person or by attorney, and present
any objection which you may have to the
granting of the application. The file pertaining to this application is available for
public inspection during normal business
hours (7:30 AM - 4 PM, Monday through
Thursday & 7:30 AM - Noon, Friday) from
the Secretary of the Planning Board at the
Administration Office of the Borough of
Fanwood at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.
Attorney for Applicant
JAMES M. FOERST
SPECTOR FOERST & ASSOCIATES
159 Millburn Avenue
Millburn, New Jersey 07041
1 T - 2/15/18, The Times
Fee: $37.23
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Arthouse Film Festival
Reboots in March

JOINING VOICES...Members of Roosevelt Intermediate School’s Sharps and
Flats chorus joins the Newark Boys Chorus with music director Donald Morris
(left) to kick off the 11th Annual Black History Assembly on Feb. 2.

Roosevelt Intermediate Hosts
Black History Month Asm.
WESTFIELD – Members of
Roosevelt Intermediate School’s
Sharps and Flats choral group joined
the visiting Newark Boys Chorus in a
rendition of the spiritual song “Think
of Me” on February 2 to kick off the
school’s 11th Annual Black History
Assembly.
“We are so blessed to have the
Newark Boys Chorus sing at our Black
History Assembly every year,” said
computer technology teacher Pamela
Friedman who has been organizing
the powerful event since 2007. “They
have performed in Washington, D.C.
for then president Bill Clinton and in
South Africa for the late Nelson
Mandela.”
The boys, under the tutelage of
music director Donald Morris, lifted
their young voices in several songs as
Roosevelt students and staff listened
appreciatively.
The assembly’s keynote speaker
was the Reverend DeForest B.
Soaries, Jr., senior pastor of the First
Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens in
Somerset who told the gathering about
two defining moments that “changed
my life.” The first, he said, was an
encounter with a teacher when he was

Fahrenholz Named to
McDaniel Dean's List
WESTMINSTER,
Md.
–
Jacqueline Cristine Fahrenholz of
Scotch Plains has been named to the
McDaniel College Fall 2017 Dean's
List with Highest Honors.
Highest honors are earned for a
semester grade point average of 3.90
or higher, high honors for a grade
point average of 3.70-3.89, and honors for a 3.50-3.69 average.

in sixth grade.
“My teacher said, Buster, (my
friends called me Buster), you are
going to jail,” said Rev. Soaries. “That
indicated to me that she believed I
was destined to fail. Those were the
days when a lot of things were determined by the color of your skin.”
“Black history says that no matter
what people think of you, what matters most is what you think of yourself,” he added.
Rev. Soaries said the second defining moment came when two schoolmates who disliked him threw a blueberry pie into his face. The two boys
were African-American.
“What that taught me,” he said, “is
that meanness and ugliness knows no
color and knows no kind.”
The minister quoted his “hero,” the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
from his “I Have a Dream” speech
about the importance of judging another person “not by the color of their
skin, but by the content of their character.”
“We were able to overcome insurmountable odds because we never
walked alone,” said Rev. Soaries to
students and staff. “And if you have
character, you will never walk alone
either.”
Before the assembly concluded,
Roosevelt assistant principal Brian
Gechtman paid tribute to the “amazing voices” of the Newark Boys Chorus with director Morris and the
Sharps and Flats chorus with choral
directors Sabino Losco and Karen
Romero. Mr. Gechtman also thanked
Ms. Friedman for “all of your work
behind the scenes” and expressed to
keynote speaker Rev. Soaries: “Your
words are beyond powerful.”

Area Residents Named to
Dean's List at Quinnipiac
HAMDEN, Conn. – The following area students were named to the
dean's list for the Fall 2017 semester at Quinnipiac University:
Jaclyn Anglin of Fanwood;
Gabriella Sluka and Larissa Vena of
Garwood; Elizabeth Cardone, Bryn
Johnston, Maria Paparatto and Taylor Tango of Mountainside;
Alexandra Berry and Sean Stirrup
of Westfield.
To qualify for the dean's list, students must earn a grade point average of at least 3.5 with no grade
lower can C. Full-time students must
complete at least 14 credits in a

UW-Madison Tells
Fall Dean’s List
MADISON, Wis. – The University of Wisconsin-Madison has recognized students named to the
Dean's List for the fall semester of
the 2017-2018 academic year.
To be eligible for the Dean's List,
students must complete a minimum
of 12 graded degree credits in that
semester. Each university school or
college sets its own GPA requirements for students to be eligible to
receive the distinction. Most call
the honor "dean's list", but some
grant the "Dean's Honor List" and
"Dean's High Honor List."
Samantha Zecca, of Westfield,
School of Human Ecology, Dean's
Honor List.

semester, with at least 12 credits
that have been graded on a letter
grade basis to be eligible. Part-time
students must complete at least six
credits during a semester.

MOUNTAINSIDE – On Monday,
March 5, Arthouse Film Festival will
return for ten weeks to its home base
New Jersey theatres: AMC
Mountainside and AMC Monmouth
Mall.
The festival has hosted 1,840 movie
premieres with 1,141 live guest appearances over the past 27 years.
“The program will always be flexible in order to take advantage of
opportunities as they arise,” said festival director Chuck Rose. “Wonderful surprises and fantastic celebrities
can pop up out of nowhere, so we try
to keep the schedule as fluid as possible.
The festival is open to anyone, but
seating is limited, so early enrollment
is advised. Subscription is $139 for
five weeks or $245 for all ten weeks.
After Wednesday, February 28, rates
will go up. Also being offered is a
specially priced flex ticket so users
may choose any eight out of ten nights
for their convenience.
Confirmed films and those under
consideration for the upcoming festival include: Back to Burgundy with

Misericordia Univ.
Tells Dean’s List
DALLAS, Penn. – Students at
Misericordia University qualify for
the dean’s list with a 3.55 grade point
average or higher. The following students were named to the dean’s list
for the Fall 2017 semester:
Thomas Anderson of Westfield,
Megan Kieltyka of Scotch Plains and
Evelyn Logie of Scoth Plains.

POETRY OUT LOUD...On January 30, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education recognized Cheyenne Jones, a sophomore at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, for being a first-place winner at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s Poetry Out Loud Competition. Cheyenne performed at the state regional
competition on February 7 at the South Orange Performing Arts Center. Cheyenne’s
two poems are “Enemies” by Wendell Berry and “Beautiful Wreckage” by W.D.
Ehrhart.

Students Named to the
Marist College Dean's List
POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. – The following local students have been named
to the Marist College Dean's List for the
Fall 2017 semester:
Robert Catania of Westfield is a member of the Class of 2021 and is majoring
in Liberal Arts.
Daniel Firestone of Westfield is a
member of the Class of 2018 and is
majoring in Social Work.
Mary Catherine Greeley of Mountainside is a member of the Class of
2020 and is majoring in Communication.
Olivia Jennings of Mountainside is a
member of the Class of 2021 and is
majoring in Accounting.
Evan McElheny of Westfield is a
member of the Class of 2019 and is
majoring in Computer Science.
Sierra Lesiak of Scotch Plains is a
member of the Class of 2020 and is
majoring in Communication.
Blake Mackey of Fanwood is a member of the Class of 2021 and is majoring
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Preschool Music Class
Now Accepting 3-5 Year-Olds

Call for your FREE TRIAL today!

150-152 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 789-9696  njwa2@aol.com
www.njworkshopforthearts.com

Eli Burk Earns
Scholarship At
Univ. of Rochester
ROCHESTER, N.Y. – Eli A.
Burk, a graduate of Westfield High
School in Westfield, is a recipient
of the Rush Rhees Scholarship at
the University of Rochester.
Named for the University’s third
president, this scholarship is given to
students for academic excellence and
is renewable all four years of college.
Eli, a freshman and the son of
Caryn Burk and David Burk, is a
resident of Westfield.

Personalized coaching in all H.S.
math subjects incl. AP calculus
Highly experienced,
Great results

Call Mel 732-603-9521
chuck rose presents filmmaker symposium’s
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in Media Studies and Production.
Caitlyn Mannino of Scotch Plains is
a member of the Class of 2020 and is
majoring in Communication.
Amelia Morel of Fanwood is a member of the Class of 2021 and is majoring
in Political Science.

EXPERT MATH TUTOR

UNITED STUDENTS...On February 1 and 2 the Model UN team from The
Wardlaw+Hartridge School in Edison traveled to Bergen County Academies in
Hackensack, to participate in AMUN IXX. The school’s delegation of 13 went up
against delegations of dozens. Wardlaw+Hartridge students represented several
nations of the world - including, among others - Iran, Ukraine, Russia, and Yemen
- on a half-dozen committees, and walked away with a remarkable seven awards.
Verbal commendations went to freshmen Pranay Arora of Edison, Neil Shah of
Edison and Isabella Sena-Cash of Scotch Plains. The team also won Honorable
Small Delegation. Other W+H participants were senior Eduardo Martinez of
Scotch Plains, juniors Dazlyn Erachshaw of Iselin and Kelly Lawrence of Scotch
Plains, sophomore Ryan Brace of Scotch Plains and freshmen Aditya Pathak of
Edison, Rihan Sajid of Carteret and Sydney Sweeney of Cranford.







Music Lessons for All Ages
Performing Ensembles
Music Store & Rentals
Music Therapy
Programs for Kids With
Special Needs
 Alexander Technique

Pio Marmai, Ana Giradot, director
Cedric Klapisch; Beauty and the Dogs
with Mariam Al Ferjani, director
Kaouther Ben Hania; Boom for Real
with Jim Jarmusch, Nan Goldin, director Sara Driver; Chappaquiddick
with Jason Clarke, Bruce Dern, director John Curran; The China Hustle
directed by Jed Rothstein; The Death
of Stalin with Steve Buscemi, Michael
Palin, director Armando Iannucci; The
Gospel According to Andre with
Andre Leon Tally, director Kate
Novack; The Guardians with Nathalie
Baye, Laura Smet, director Xavier
Beauvois; Isle of Dogs with Edward
Norton, Bill Murray, director Wes
Anderson; Ismael’s Ghosts with
Marion Cottilard, Mathieu Amalric,
director Arnaud Desplechin; Leaning Into the Wind with Andy
Goldsworthy, director Thomas
Riedelsheimer; Love After Love with
Andie MacDowell, Chris O’Dowd,
director Russell Harbaugh; A Star Is
Born with Lady Gaga, Sam Elliott,
director Bradley Cooper; Submergence with James McAvoy, Alicia
Vikander, director Wim Wenders;
Sweet Country with Bryan Brown,
director Warwick Thornton; The Upside with Bryan Cranston, Kevin Hart,
director Neil Burger; and Where’d
You Go Bernadette? with Cate
Blanchett, Kristen Wiig, director Richard Linklater.
For information, to see which films
were screened in the past or which
ones may be screened this year, or to
register,
visit:
www.ArthouseFilmFestival.com or
call (732) 870-6012.

F

the best & smartest new films before public release
enjoy surprise visits by filmmakers & actors
REGISTER EARLY & SAVE

Starts in march

732-870-6012

www.arthousefilmfestival.com

FILMMAKERS
S Y M P O S I U M

Starts in March

Write whatever you want ...
We’ll publish it.

Local Students Named
To Hofstra Dean's List
HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. – Hofstra
University congratulates local students named to the Fall 2017 Dean's
List for their outstanding academic
achievement. Students must earn a
grade point average of at least 3.5
during the semester to make the Dean's
List.
The following area students were
named to the Dean's List: Andrew
Bogin of Westfield, Moises
Philippsborn Rosenbach of Cranford
and Raymond Ruiz of Scotch Plains.

Tanji of Westfield
Earns Dean’s List
WORCESTER, Mass. – Anna
Tanji, a fourth year student at the
College of the Holy Cross, has been
named to the Dean's List for the first
semester of the 2017-18 academic
year.
She is the daughter of Ken and Kris
Tanji of Wesetfield. Anna majors in
Psychology.
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SATURDAY MARCH 3 at 7PM The Presbyterian Church,
Westﬁeld
SUNDAY MARCH 4 at 3PM Drew University, Madison
TICKETS 28-$76 | students $15

present

Puccini

MADAMA BUTTERFLY

GET TICKETS AT WWW.NJFESTIVALORCHESTRA.ORG
OR CALL 908 232 9400

Renowned Soloists Join NJFO to
Present Madama Butterfly
Passing the Baton for Wednesday
Morning Strings NJWA Ensemble
WESTFIELD – For the past 25
years, since moving the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Music Studio into Westfield, Ted
Schlosberg, Founder/Director, has
conducted the NJWA Wednesday
Morning Strings Ensemble in performances in Central Jersey.
This winter session, he is passing
the baton to Janet Lyman, who is on the
faculty at the Music Studio and also
directs the NJWA Summer Symphony.
Ms. Lyman holds both a B.M. in
Violin and an M.M.Ed. in Music

Education from the Manhattan
School of Music. She also founded
and conducted the Tenafly Symphony Orchestra and is the Director
of Music at Zion Lutheran Church
in Clark. There she established a
brass and string ensemble, conducts
the Adult and Youth Choir and also
started a Hand Bell Choir.
Wednesday Morning Strings, an
ensemble for adults who play the
violin, viola, cello, string bass and
now the flute, has performed at
various area locations. Among the

places they have played are
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside, Atria Assisted Living in Cranford, the Cerebral Palsy
League in Cranford, and senior residences at Ashbrook in Scotch Plains,
Chelsea in Fanwood and Genesis in
Westfield.
Mr. Schlosberg, who conducts
other NJWA bands, orchestras and
ensembles, will be the Performance
Manager for the Wednesday Morning Strings and will continue to perform with them. He will also audition any potential musicians who
wish to join the group, which meets
on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to
12-noon at the Music Studio. Interested performers should call him, at
(908) 789-9696, ext. no. 17, if they
wish to join the ensemble. Those
want to book them for a performance should also use that contact
information.
Funding for materials, supplies
and equipment for Wednesday
Morning Strings has been provided
by the Union County HEART Grant.
The New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts, founded in 1972, is a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization. For
more information about the NJWA,
visit them at 150-152 East Broad
Street in Westfield, call (908) 7899696, email njwa2@aol.com or log
on
to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

LEADER/TIMES
CLASSIFIED ADS PAY

PASSING THE BATON...Ted Schlosberg passes the Wednesday Morning Strings
baton to Janet Lyman, who will now be the conductor of that New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts ensemble.

WESTFIELD – Soloists from
New York Metropolitan Opera and
beyond join New Jersey Festival
Orchestra (NJFO) to present
Madama Butterfly, Puccini’s enduring tale of love, honor, betrayal and
sacrifice on Saturday, March 3 at 7
p.m. at the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.
Madama Butterfly, the world-famous story of a fragile Japanese
geisha betrayed by her American
husband, has continued to captivate
audiences for more than 100 years.
This powerful romantic drama and
tragic clash of cultures, illuminated
through Puccini’s soaring arias and
passionate duets, is surely one of
the most popular operas of all time.
A cast of internationally acclaimed guest performers assembled
from Maestro Wroe’s extensive contacts in European and American
opera houses, joins NJFO to present
this most heart-rending of stories,
breathtakingly beautiful from first
love, to love child, to tragic end.
Internationally acclaimed soprano Asako Tamura stars in the
tragic title role of the trusting geisha, a role she recently debuted in
London at the Royal Albert Hall to
rapturous reviews from London critics.
Lauded for his distinctive timbre,
magnetic stage presence and movie
star good looks, Metropolitan Opera tenor Noah Stewart makes his
NJFO debut in the role of Pinkerton,
the callous American naval officer.
Metropolitan Opera’s Kyle
Albertson makes his NJFO debut
as Sharpless, the U.S. consul at
Nagasaki and Korea National
Opera’s Sabina Kim sings the role
of Butterfly’s maid, Susuki.
Ukranian baritone Andrew
Koshman is Prince Yamadori, with
Michaela Aldrige as Kate, and commanding bass Xuefang Wang as

The Bonze.
"We are thrilled to be joined by
these fabulous singers,” noted Maestro Wroe. “Each of them is a star
who has already graced the stages
of concert halls and opera houses
across the world. With their outstanding technique and artistic interpretation of this, Puccini’s most
loved and most poignant work, I
predict that there will not be a dry
eye in the house!”
Presented in conjunction with Ray
Catena of Union, with supertitles,
costumes, sophisticated staging and
colorful design by Maria Todaro,
NJFO’s Madama Butterfly, The Joseph T. DeAlessandro Memorial

Opera Concert, has been made possible through additional generous
support of Marty Jeivens, the NJ
State Council on the Arts and the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation.
A free pre-concert lecture will be
presented by Michael Rosin at 6
p.m. in the Presbyterian Church
Chapel, Westfield. The performance
will be repeated at Drew University
in Madison on Sunday, March 4 at 3
p.m.
Tickets range in price from $28
to $76, students under 18 are $15,
and are available online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets may also be purchased by calling the box office (908) 232-9400.

Sweetheart Night Poetry
Reading Planned in Fanwood
FANWOOD – The Carriage
House Poetry Series invites the
public to attend a free event on
Tuesday, February 20 at 8 p.m. in
the Kuran Arts Center on Watson
Road, off North Martine Avenue,
adjacent to Fanwood Borough
Hall. (GPS use 75 N. Martine Avenue).
The 2018 season of the Carriage
House Poetry Series begins with
the annual “Sweetheart Night,” in
observance of Valentine’s Day. The
featured poet will be Edmund
Charles Baranowski.
Mr. Baranowski, of South Amboy,
is a “wandering poet” who has traveled to poetry readings and Renaissance fairs all over the country since
2002, reciting his poems while
dressed in Renaissance garb. He is
well known for his appearances at
numerous Medieval and Renaissance fairs from Los Angeles, Cali-

fornia to Lakewood, N.J.
“My purpose is to connect and
entertain,” Mr. Baranowski has said.
“From coast to coast, I’ve learned
to connect with the passion of the
audience.”
With this special event, the Carriage House Poetry Series begins
its 20th year at the Kuran Arts Center, an historic Gothic Revival structure that was once a 19th century
carriage house, hence the name of
the series. The Tuesday, February
20 reading is free and open to the
public. An open mic will follow the
featured performance, so individuals are invited to read one poem of
their choice.
For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions, information, and
to see the 2018 Poetry Series calendar,
visit
http://carriage
housepoetryseries.blogspot.com/.
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BENCIVENGA PIN; ROPER, BLEVINS MAJOR DECISION; KORZENESKI PIN; NOCK DECISION

Voorhees Slips Past Cougars for Section Mat Title, 33-27
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times
Two bouts remaining and with
the score knotted, 27-27, the
second-seeded Voorhees Vikings
squeaked out a decision in the
120-lb bout and another at 126lbs to secure a 33-27 victory
over the top-seeded Cranford
Cougars for the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 Championship in Cranford on February 9.
The 22-8 Vikings won eight of

Ballyhoo

the 14 bouts, which included six
of the final seven bouts.
The 14-7 Cougars lost the
opening bout at 132-lbs when
Viking Joe Swiston caught Jacob
Snover in a cradle at 2:58 but
Cougar Jack Korzeneski quickly
knotted the team score when he
turned Will Peterson to his back
with an arm bar/wrist combination in 41 seconds at 138-lbs.
Then Cougar Max Nock scored a
first-period takedown and held
on to edge Garrett Loescher, 21, at 145-lbs.
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

Cougar AJ Bencivenga bumped
up to 152-lbs and recorded a
series of takedowns, including
Fireman’s, arm drag and a barrell
roll, before using a takedown-toback maneuver to pin Jacob
Batloff in 2:48.
“I tripped the kid up one time.
I was getting to my shots. The
kid was backing up alot but I
knew I could break him. I wasn’t
going out of this match without a
pin. I knew I needed team points.
I knew I could get it for my team
and I felt confident. I broke my
kid, I brought him down and I

was able to dump him to his back
and secure a headlock for the
pin,” Bencivenga said.
Earlier in his bout, Bencivenga
also used a Turk takedown-toback four-point move.
“I came in with the high crotch.

Reading is Good For You

Probitas Verus Honos
l'ennemi du journaliste

goleader.com/subscribe

I got him up in the air and I
Turked the leg on the fall. I was
able to put him to his back but I
ran out of time before I could pin
him there,” Bencivenga recalled.
Kyell Roper gave the Cougars
some breathing room with a 196 team lead when he earned a
13-4, major decision over Brad
Kalinchak at 160-lbs.
“The guy was shelling up on
bottom. I was trying to fight to
get to my turns and he was just
curling up, so I had to keep cutting him and taking him down,
keep cutting him and taking him
down, so I can get the bonus
points. I didn’t want it to be a
three-point match, so I had to
find a way to get bonus points
somehow,” Roper explained.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Roper usually likes to employ a
devastating Spread Eagle pinning move but he just could not
get Kalinchak to yield.
“I poured all my energy into
taking him down. Once I got on
top of him, I was still trying to
turn him. I kept fighting to get
the pin. My whole goal throughout the match was to get the pin
but this this time I couldn’t come
out with what I wanted,” Roper
said.
In the 170-lb bout, Viking Matt
Brandner rallied from a 4-2 deficit to claim an 11-4 decision over
Justin Alpaugh-McLean then Cougar Zach Blevins went to town
with seven takedowns and a pair

Probitas Verus Honos

of escapes to seize a 16-6, major
decision over Charlie Eberle at
182-lbs.
An important bout came next
at 195-lbs when Cougar Dylan
Budnik had to face Scott
Fernandes, a notoriously dangerous leg wrestler. Budnik was
taken down twice in scrambles
but yielded no back points in a 40 decision.
“Budnik wrestled one of his best
matches, shutting that kid down
like that. Those three boys up
top are hammers for that team.
Even our heavyweight had a great
scrap with that kid,” Cougar Head
Coach Pat Gorman said.
Viking Lewis Fernandes, ranked
No. 1 at 285-lbs, dropped to
220-lbs and used a double-leg
grapevine to pin Rob Schork in
48 seconds. A battle was next

between Cougar Matt Savino and
Sam Huff at 285-lbs. With the
bout tied, 1-1, Huff scored a
takedown late in the third period
to earn a 3-1 decision.
The Cougars’ final win came at
106-lbs when Jimmy Gluck tallied four nearfalls to grab a 15-1

Reading is Good For You
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major decision over Josh Rich. At
113-lbs, Colby Koshinski pinned
Will Fernandez in 1:27 with a
cradle. The 120-lb bout was a
snake fight and Viking Aidan Taylor recorded a five-point Merkel
move to edge Pat Kalnins, 9-6. In
the final bout at 126-lbs, Viking
Hunter Rinehart defeated Christian Esposito, 4-0.
“I think that we wrestled tough
and we didn’t get some bonus in
some spots. We didn’t give up
bonuses in some spots, so I was
proud of how we wrestled. I was
proud of how far this team came.
We got a lot of new guys in the
lineup. Only two guys in this
lineup have ever wrestled in the
district tournament. It was a good
run at the end. We are very
young and we are looking for
bigger things next year and in

the post season, we got a lot of
wrestling left to do,” Coach
Gorman said.
“Sections are over. Now it’s
time to get into the room, get
this off our brain and go work
hard and look forward to districts, regions and then states,”
Bencivenga said.
BOUT SEQUENCE:
132: — Swiston (V) p Snover 2:58
138: — Korzeneski (C) p Peterson :41
145: — Nock (C) p Loescher 2-1
152: — Bencivenga (C) p Baytoff 2:48
160: — Roper (C) md Kalinchak 13-4
170: — Brandner (V) d McLean
182: — Blevins (C) md Eberle 16-6
195: — Fernandes (V) d Budnik 4-0
220: — Fernandes (C) p Schork :48
Hwt: — Huff (V) d Savino 3-1
106: — Gluch (C) md Rich 15-1
113: — Koshinski (V) p Fernandez 1:27
120: — Taylor (V) d Kalnins 9-6
126: — Rinehart (V) d Esposito 4-0
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CF Board to Hear Birchwood Plan;
Businesses Plan to Fight Back
million over a year ago. The committee can choose to extend the
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
note for a period of up to a year,
Chief Financial Officer Lavona
CRANFORD — The site plan for
Patterson had said at a township
215-235 Birchwood Avenue is to
committee workshop meeting
be presented to the planning
last month. The extension would
board on Wednesday, February
add interest rate costs to the
21, it was announced at the planbudget of close to $500,000 if
ning board workshop meeting on
extended for another year, or
February 7. Hartz Mountain Inclose to $300,000 if extended for
dustries, Inc. also is scheduled
nine months, based on current
to have a hearing on the same
interest rates, Ms. Patterson said.
date, but Hartz may request an
A group of property owners
adjournment, Board Attorney
along North Avenue, where the
Mark Rothman said.
planning board approved a study
The Design Review Committee
be conducted to determine if it
(DRC) met on Wednesday at the
should be designated as a conBirchwood site, Zoning Officer
demnation area in need of redeRon Johnson said.
velopment, has hired an attor“We are getting to brick and
ney and sent a letter to the townmortar stage hopefully soon,”
ship requesting they be notified
Mr. Johnson said. The site plan
of any hearings regarding the
application has no variances, Mr.
study area, Planning Board Chairwoman Kathleen Murray said.
Owners of Bar Americana,
Chapman Bros. Plumbing, Riverside Inn, Northport Financial LLC,
Carmen’s Foreign Car Repair, and
the owners of Hunan Wok, Island
Tans, and Cranford Hair Co. have
hired McKirdy Riskin Olson &
DellaPelle, a law firm specializing in eminent domain, redevelopment, and property-tax assessment matters, to represent
them.
The property owners also have
requested in their letter to rescind resolutions passed by the
township committee and the
planning board last year pertaining to going forward with the
study, Ms. Murray said.
A letter dated February 5, sent
by the property owners’ law firm,
states the preliminary study by
Harbor Consultants “fails to provide the requisite substantial
Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
BY THE NUMBERS...The Cranford Township Committee discusses the town- credible evidence to support a
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
ship library’s budget for 2018 during Monday’s workshop meeting.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Johnson said, and may have one
waiver. The site plan should be
complete in the next week, he
said.
“I think it went very well...very
minor changes to make sure it
fits within the redevelopment
plan,” Mr. Johnson said of the
DRC meeting.
The township had selected a
developer to redevelop the site
after receiving bids last year for
the redevelopment. The developer is expected to sign the
agreement to purchase the property from the township should
the site plan be approved by the
planning board, Mayor Thomas
H. Hannen, Jr. told The Westfield
Leader.
The township purchased the
Birchwood Avenue property with
a bond anticipation note of $18.5

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

Water Co. to Begin Work
On Garwood Streets
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Tuesday’s borough council meeting, New Jersey American Water field operations manager Michael Bange
provided a final presentation
before American Water begins
upgrading the system.
The upgrades will improve water flow to homes, fire hydrant
efficiency, and “your infrastructure will be in A-1 shape,” Mr.
Bange said. The work will commence the week of Monday, February 19, and continue throughout the spring.
Streets with work commencing
the week of February 19 include
Center Street, Spruce Avenue,
Myrtle Avenue, New Street,
Beech Avenue, Locust Avenue,
Pine Avenue, Hazel Avenue,
Hickory Avenue, East Street and
Oak Street.
Contaminants or residue build
within the pipes over many decades, Mr. Bange explained. He
said water quality will improve
dramatically and will be tested
before consumption is allowed.
Utility owned service lines from
the company’s main in the street
to the company’s shut-off valve
(generally located near the curb)
will be replaced, Mr. Bange said.
He said all residents whose
streets are involved will be notified within ample time before
construction begins. Residents
will not lose water as alternative
pipes will service homes during
the revitalization process, he said.
All meters will be moved from
residents’ properties at no cost
to the resident. The process will
take 20 to 30 minutes, with all
residents notified before their
residence is affected, Mr. Bange
said.
Councilman
Richard
McCormack said he was con-

cerned with assuring moratorium
streets, a street recently fully
restored or repaved at borough
expense, will be fully restored to
their recently improved conditions.
Mr. Bange stated all moratorium streets will be fully repaved.
Streets with other abrasions will
be restored to pre-construction
conditions.
Moratorium streets include
Beech Avenue from West Street
to the Westfield town line. Other
moratorium streets include
Hickory Avenue from East Street
to Lexington Avenue, Maple
Street from Myrtle Avenue to
Spruce Avenue, Myrtle Avenue
from east of Oak Street, Oak
Street from Rankin Avenue to
Myrtle Avenue, Third Avenue
from Maple Street to Walnut
Street, West Street from Spruce
to Beech Avenue, Willow Avenue
from east of New Street, and
Willow Avenue from West Street
to Maple Street.
Resident Albert Delconte said
he was concerned from previous
experiences that uprooted trees,
disturbed sod, or lawns would
not properly be repaired. Mr.
Bange said disturbed soil will be
replaced, and that sod and grass
will be reseeded with fresh topsoil.
In other business, an ordinance
fixing the salaries and wages for
the Department of Public Works
(DPW) was tabled in a 4-to-3
vote. A tabled ordinance allows
for further review before an official yes or no vote is determined
and the ordinance can be altered. Mayor Charles Lombardo
voted in favor of the tabling as
the deciding vote. Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro, Councilman
McCormack and Councilman Joseph Sarno all voted against tabling the ordinance.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CF Board to Hear Birchwood Pl.; Businesses Angry
blight designation of the area or
any individual property therein.”
In another letter dated February
1, the law firm details its position
that Harbor’s reasons for designating the area as blight “are not
based upon substantial credible
evidence,” and furthermore says,
“There was no rational basis for
the township to undertake the
redevelopment study... While
some of the individual lots may
suffer from deferred maintenance
and may have been subject to
various code violations that is
not a basis to blight an entire
area and certainly not to invoke
the extraordinary power of eminent domain to take private property for a private development.”
Mr. Rothman said the letters do
not reference the township’s recent resolution that would change
the properties within the study
area and remove the power of
eminent domain.
On January 23, the committee
voted, 3 to 2, to supersede a
resolution passed last year, and
replace it with a resolution authorizing the committee request
to the planning board to undertake conducting a study of North
Avenue East to determine if it
can be designated a non-condemnation area in need of redevelopment and/or an area in need
of rehabilitation under the Local
Redevelopment and Housing
Law. This would remove the
power of eminent domain. In
addition, the committee has removed a number of properties
from the list that include viable
businesses in that area. The resolution would request the planning board only include township-owned properties made up
of the municipal parking lot 1 and
fire station, the former MDTV
building at 27 North Avenue East,
a parking area and roadway adjacent to the train line and a
parking lot on 26-30 North Avenue East, as well as Swan Clean-

ers at 44 North Avenue East, in
the study.
To date the planning board has
not received the resolution making the request to the board nor
was it aware of the request to
supersede the resolution, Ms.
Murray said.
During public comment, resident Rita LaBrutto requested the
planning board present to the
residents its draft affordablehousing plan, and also suggested
a subcommittee of the board be
formed of residents who could
help shape the affordable-housing plan.
“I am concerned about the fact
the town really hasn’t seen a
draft of an affordable-housing
plan,” she said.
“We have professionals working on it and a plan has been
developed and it has not been
presented yet,” Ms. Murray responded. Harbor Consultants was
hired to prepare the plan, Mayor
Hannen said, and told Ms.
LaBrutto to read court documents
from August 2017.
“I think you are better off getting the town’s buy in when you
have presentations and share
things with them and get that
feedback,” Ms. LaBrutto said.
The township has until the end

Library Trustees Set
Meeting Schedule

CRANFORD — The board of
trustees of the Cranford Public
Library will meet on the following
dates for the year 2018:
Thursday, February 22; Thursday, March 22; Thursday, April
26; Thursday, May 24; Thursday, June 28; July/August, to be
announced; Thursday, September 27; Thursday, October 25;
Thursday, November 29, and
Thursday, December 20.
Meetings are held at 7 p.m. at
the Cranford Public Library, located at 224 Walnut Avenue.

of the year to fulfill its affordablehousing obligation in a judgment
by state superior court in Elizabeth. The development at 215235 Birchwood Avenue would satisfy a portion of the housing, but
the remainder would need to be
spelled out in the affordablehousing plan.
The township, with trying to
designate North Avenue East as
a redevelopment zone, was to
set aside 16 affordable-housing
units in that area, Ms. LaBrutto
said. “My confidence level is not
there if we wanted to condemn
18 properties to yield 16 units,”
Ms. LaBrutto said.
Ms. LaBrutto said the township
could add two group homes to
the plan and receive double the
credit towards the obligations,
netting 16 units, and further said
the township’s current group
homes are not being allocated
towards the obligation.
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Water Company to Begin Work
Councilwoman
Jennifer
Blumenstock said she wanted to
table the ordinance during discussion in the workshop session
before the regular council meeting began. Ms. Blumenstock said
she supports the ordinance as is;
however, she would appreciate
further input from the council’s
finance committee.
“I support the ordinance in principle. It would be better served
for discussions with the finance
committee,” Mayor Lombardo
said.
Ms. Blumenstock said she understands financial prudence is
significant to maintaining a feasible budget. She said the DPW is
a “crucial department for the borough,” with “the most contentious discussions” happening
when the “DPW is on the table.”
“We should defeat this now and
come together on a better solution,” Mr. Sarno said in explain-

Library Friends Lecture To
Salute Famous N.J. Women
CRANFORD — In honor of
Women’s History Month, the
Friends of the Cranford Public
Library will sponsor a lecture on
New Jersey’s most influential
women.
Lecturer and photographer Jim
DelGiudice will present “Agents
of Change: Famous Women in
New Jersey History” on Monday,
March 19, at 7 p.m. It will take
place at the Cranford Community Center, located at 220 Walnut Avenue. Attendees will learn
about the lives of philanthropists, performers, politicians and
more, as well as the social context of their lives.
Mr. DelGiudice has studied and
documented New Jersey’s history
for more than 25 years. A threetime winner of a share of New

Jersey’s Historic Preservation
Award, Mr. DelGiudice has provided lectures at Drew University,
Columbia University and the
County College of Morris. Several
of his books of architectural photography have been published by
Rutgers University Press. His
Judgson Lecture Series focuses on
topics of New Jersey history, photography and general interest.
Admission to the program is
free and all are welcome. To
learn about other upcoming programs sponsored by the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library, go
to cranfordlibrary.org and click
on Calendar or Upcoming Events.

Probitas Verus Honos

ing why a tabling will not be
effective in stopping the measure as proposed, just delaying
when the ordinance is approved.
Councilwoman Sara Todisco said
she supports tabling the ordinance, allowing the finance committee to analyze the financial
impact of a fixed-dollar-amount
raise versus a percentage raise
based on salary each year.
Resident Bruce Paterson said a
fixed-dollar raise may be less
costly for the borough versus a
percentage of salary-based raise.
Mr. Paterson said a percentage
raise is based off the previous
year’s income.
Ms. Todisco will be replacing
Councilman Sarno on the finance
committee and will serve as the
committee’s chair. Mr. Sarno will
replace Ms. Todisco as the police
subcommittee chairwoman.
Former councilman Jim Mathieu
said he wanted to know what
prompted the subcommittee to
change between Mr. Sarno and
Ms. Todisco. Mr. Sarno said the
change was “more of a conflict of
scheduling.” He said the scheduling conflict was between other
committee members and Borough Hall staff.
“I figured it would hamper the
budget process,” said Mayor
Lombardo in stating the philosophy differences and scheduling
conflicts were his reasons for
making the change.
Mr. Mathieu said he was “disheartened” that the only trained
accountant on the council is not
on the finance subcommittee.
Parking Enforcement Officer
John Patterson has been hired to
enforce all parking laws including residential and commuter permits issuance. Edward Mironski
has begun his career as a
Garwood police officer. Sworn-in
by Police Chief James Wright,
Officer Mironski will begin his
initial field training for the next
four to six months.

Ballyhoo
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee held budget discussions with the library, tax assessor, Municipal Court, health department and construction code
department at its workshop
meeting Monday night.
The Cranford Public Library is
asking to construct an addition
to its children’s library, and to
fund half of the close to $2 million estimated cost with a state
grant. The library would apply
for a state grant that was recently passed in the November
election where the municipality
would match the grant amount.
Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
said he would want the library to
assist in funding the cost because the township has a priority
to fund infrastructure capital
projects.
Pat Pavlak, president of the
library board, said the library’s
budget could not afford to fund
the endeavor, but that a request
could be made to the Friends of
the Library to fundraise for the
cost of furniture for the expansion. The library has had an architect draw up a plan that would
double the size of the children’s
library, expanding it into where
four handicapped spaces currently are located near the walkway adjacent to the wall of the
children’s library. Those handicapped spaces would be relocated.
“It has been 17 years we have
advocated for this space,” Ms.
Pavlak said.
The children’s department is
“dated,” has deficient reading
areas and study areas, and has
poor sight lines, Library Director
Michael Maziekien said.
The library also is looking to
restore its operating hours to 8
p.m. on weekdays, to 5 p.m. on
Saturdays and to open on Satur-

days in the summer from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., Mr. Maziekien said.
The library board has given its
approval to restore the hours, he
noted. Additionally, the library is
looking to restore funding to its
materials budget, expand the
digital collection, and expand
part-time personnel hours.
Commissioner Patrick Giblin
said the library has requested its
budget be increased from $1.4
million to $1.5 million.
The tax assessor department is
requesting to increase its budget
4.8 percent, Mr. Giblin said. Tax
Assessor Peter Barnett said he
would be requesting an increase
for the outside professional expense line item by $5,000 since
last year’s budget was
underfunded by $3,000. Mr.
Barnett noted no other increases
to the budget.
The construction code budget
calls for an increase in pay for a
part-time position that is responsible for vetting permit applications and the plan review process, as well as an increase in
pay for inspectors, Construction
Official and Building Subcode
Official Rich Belluscio said. The
department is looking to reduce
the timeline of the plan review
process from a 20-day review
period to a 10-day review period
or less, he said.
The
construction
code
department’s revenue last year
was $943,000, Mr. Belluscio said.
He has kept his revenue projection flat for 2018; however, he
anticipates the Russo development on South Avenue in
Garwood would add another
$300,000 to $400,000 in revenue and the development of
215-235 Birchwood Avenue
would generate about $100,000
in revenue. The developer plans
to begin construction of the parking component of the 298-unit
development in the summer and
its construction for one building

in October, he said. A second
development of 52 stacked
townhouses also is planned by
Russo.
The Municipal Court is budgeting for an increase in overtime,
Mayor Hannen said. The overtime hours are due to court hearings on Wednesday evenings.
Commissioner Mary O’Connor
suggested changing the municipal parking lot on North Avenue
East, known as the MDTV parking lot, to either a permit parking
lot or a pay station lot to garner
revenue for the township. It currently is free, she said. She also
is in talks with vendors to supply
electric vehicle charging stations
at municipal parking lots. “It
would put Cranford on the map,”
Ms. O’Connor said.
The committee also met in executive session to discuss personnel within the Department of
Public Works, the Business and
Economic Development Office,
the police department, a collective bargaining negotiations update, and administration, as well
as the vacant property list and a
legal update, according to the
agenda.

Holistic Moms Plan
Homeopathy Event

CLARK — The Holistic Moms
Network of Union County will
host a free homeopathy event
with Board Certified Homeopath Amy Rosen of The Remedy Center on Tuesday, February 20, at 7 p.m., at the Clark
Public Library. The library is
located at 303 Westfield Avenue, Clark.
Attendees will learn key remedies for common ailments and
first aid that can be used for the
whole family, plus take home
samples. Interested persons are
asked
to
respond
at
unioncountyholisticmoms@gmail.com.
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Rotate Drop Schedule Focus
Of Cranford BOE Meeting
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford High
School (CHS) Principal Mark
Cantagallo gave board of education members an update Monday
night at the board’s work session
meeting on the status of the
rotate drop scheduling being offered at CHS.
The rotate drop schedule, which
began at CHS in September, allows for a six-period schedule
and a lunch that rotates every
day, enabling students to go from
43-minute periods to approximately 57-minute periods with a
longer lunch period.
The projected benefits of the
rotate drop schedule include increased club/activity time, improved time-management skills,
exposure to a college-like environment, less student stress,
more flexible scheduling options,
longer instructional periods and
increased guidance contact time.
According to Mr. Cantagallo,
156 surveys were completed by
students at CHS to get feedback
on the program, representing 12
percent of the student population. The survey results revealed
that while only 52.6 percent of
students were in favor of the
rotate drop schedule last year,
75 percent of students say they
currently are in favor of the schedule this year.
Mr. Cantagallo summed this up
as, “a massive shift in the
thoughts from the students” related to the scheduling.
Additionally, survey results
showed 51.9 percent of students
believed the rotate drop schedule allowed for various assessments that may not have been
possible with the traditional 1-8
schedule.
Mr. Cantagallo told the board,
“teachers are adjusting to the

schedule very well.”
Last year 17 percent of the CHS
staff described themselves as not
in favor of the rotate drop schedule, but that is down to only 7
percent who distinguish themselves in that category this school
year.
Extended lunch, the most popular element in the rotate drop
schedule, affords students new
opportunities.
According to survey results, approximately 85 percent of students go to see teachers, coaches
and advisors during that lunch
block at least once a week. This
would have been “almost impossible” under the traditional 1-8
period schedule previously in effect.
“There are always going to be
pockets of challenges,” Mr.
Cantagallo told board members,
but “we will continue to evaluate
it.”
In other board business, the
district calendar was reviewed
and approved by the board. Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., referred to the
completion as a “labor of love”
that involved coming up with a
schedule that worked for everyone.
The board awarded a contract
to J & J Transportation for pupil
transportation services for an
amount not to exceed $19,401.
The board also voted to continue with its current spring season team coaches. The board
approved Dennis McCaffery as
head coach for the Varsity baseball team and Ryan Matlosz as
his assistant. Vincent Gilstrap was
approved as the Junior Varsity
(JV) baseball coach and Stephen
Daubert was approved as the
freshman coach.
Heather West was approved
again as the head softball coach
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Ballyhoo
CF PD Initiates Community Policing Unit

Page S-20

New Jersey

Thursday, February 15, 2018
goleader.com/ballyhoo

CRANFORD — In an effort to
continue to foster community engagement between law enforcement and our community, Police
Chief Ryan J. Greco has announced the creation of a Community Policing Unit within the
Cranford Police Department. The
philosophy of Community Policing involves a shared responsibility between residents and police officers to improve the quality of life in Cranford.
“Through identifying problemsolving initiatives that work to
reduce crime and empower residents, our community works to
study and solve problems together,” Chief Greco said.
The two-officer unit ensures
that a Community Policing Officer will be available seven days
a week. Some initiatives involve
performing public outreach with
local community groups, security surveys, targeted patrols,
quality of life matters, and hearing concerns from the public in a
non-emergent means. One initiative specifically incorporates
Cranford’s downtown businesses
and its patrons.
The “Coffee with a Cop” program will allow for residents to
meet with the Community Policing officers and other members
of the department to discuss any
community concerns, ask questions, and get to know members
of the department.
“Our partnerships with the local merchants allows for a rotating schedule for Community Policing officers to hear from residents and patrons over a casual
cup of coffee,” the chief said.
By offering these impromptu
opportunities to hear from residents in a less formal environment, matters that sometimes
went unanswered and unreported
can now be brought to the attention of township departments.
“While not every matter may be
related to a police-response, our
officers will offer direction to resi-

dents to achieve resolutions to
their community concerns,”
added Chief Greco.
This community oriented problem-solving model is an extension of the Cranford Police
Department’s existing community engagement. In the past,
successful programming including current drug trend presentations, National Night Out, community discussion panels, and
the joint school-resource officer
programs with the Cranford Public Schools have proven effective
in proactive policing, the chief
said. The creation of a unit within
the Investigative Division of the
Cranford Police Department expands upon this goal of community engagement and involvement.
Currently, Patrolmen Robert
Jordan and John Rattigan are
assigned to the Cranford Police
Department Community Policing
Unit. “Both Patrolmen Jordan and
Rattigan are experienced, wellrounded officers who have a
thumb on the pulse of law enforcement trends and our com-

munity needs,” Chief Greco said.
Members of the community are
encouraged to visit the
department’s
website,
www.cranfordnj.org/police-department and click on “Community Policing Unit” to get tips,
details of upcoming events, or
find contact information.
Residents, business owners,
and community groups are encouraged to contact Patrolman
Rattigan and Patrolman Jordan
at (908) 272-8989 or jrattigan@cranfordnj.org and rjordan@cranfordnj.org.
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Cranford Library Reveals
Upcoming Family Events
CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224
Walnut Avenue, has announced
multiple family programs to be
offered during March.
The library will be a participating site for the fourth annual
“New Jersey Makers Day,” a celebration of hands-on creation. A
variety of activities and demonstrations will be available on Saturday, March 10, from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m., centered on fiber arts.
Children with sensory processing issues who would prefer to
avoid the crowds are invited to
come to the library on Friday,
March 9, from 6 to 8 p.m., to

Rotate Drop Schedule
Focus of CF Meeting

on the Varsity level and Christine
Pemoulie was approved to coach
JV Softball.
goleader.com/subscribe
Michael Dow will be head coach
for Boys’ Varsity Track while John
Schiano was approved as Girls’
Varsity Track coach, with Justin
Bonitatis, Ryan Huber, Kerry
Yorkanis and Chad Faulcon approved as assistant coaches.
Samantha Berk was approved
to return as head Varsity coach
for Girls’ Lacrosse and Albert
Reinoso will continue as the head
Varsity coach for Boys’ Lacrosse,
with Morgan Dow and John
Hoeffler as JV coaches.
Robert Caparruva was approved again as the head tennis
coach on the Varsity level and
Andrew Gagliardo was hired as
the JV coach.
The board approved Dmitry
Chervinsky again as athletic
trainer and equipment manager
and William Ray was approved
Courtesy of Cranford Police Department as head golf coach.
COMMUNITY POLICING...Cranford Police Department Community PolicThe next board of education
ing Unit Patrolman John Rattigan speaks to residents about the department’s meeting is scheduled for MonConductive Energy Devices (CED) during National Night Out.
day, February 26, at 7:30 p.m.

create “I Spy” bottles.
“Family Fort Night” will be featured on Friday, March 16, from
4:45 to 6 p.m. Participants are
invited to bring an old sheet or
blanket and a pillow — the library
will supply the books — and stay
in the library past closing time to
create a fort to read in. Registration is not required, but attendees are asked to be on time as
library doors close at 5 p.m.
“Family M.E.S.S.” (Math, Engineering, and Science Saturday)
will meet on Saturday, March 17,
at 10:30 a.m. Children ages 2 to
5 and their families will explore
educational stations together,
where they will be introduced to
scientific concepts, solve problems and have fun. Registration
is required and can be done up to
two weeks before the program.
Space is limited.
First- to third-grade students
are invited to attend a “Fun with
Poetry Workshop” on Tuesday,
March 20, at 3:30 p.m. Participants will play rhyming games,
act out some poems in small
groups, and draw what they hear
in a poem. Registration is required and can be done up to two
weeks in advance.
The library’s winter story time
session will continue through
Thursday, March 22. Sessions
include Monday mornings for preschool children ages 3 to 5; Tuesdays for 2-year-olds; Lapsit Story
Time on Wednesdays for babies
ages 3 to 12 months, and Thursday mornings for children ages
13 to 23 months.
Each early literacy story time
meets at 10:15 a.m. Registration is not required, but participants are asked to arrive on time
as the library may be unable to
accommodate latecomers.
For a list of other upcoming
programs, visit the library Web
page at cranfordlibrary.org.
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NAMI Chapter Highlights
February Program Dates
CRANFORD/SCOTCH PLAINS —
For the first time, Union County
NAMI/National Alliance on Mental Illness is able to run two
separate discussion groups —
one for caregivers of loved ones
with a mental health illness and
a separate group for those, themselves, who struggle with a mental health illness. Each group will
be led by a trained facilitator who
will guide the discussion and explore topics and concerns relative to the group participants.
Joyce Benz, a Licensed Clinical
Social Worker and director of the
Intensive Family Support Services of the Mental Health Association in New Jersey, and a panel
consisting of four members of
the NAMI board, will lead the
discussion of the caregivers
group. Attendees will have the
opportunity to ask questions and
hear from other caregivers on
insights learned from their own
experiences.
The Family Support Group will
meet on Tuesday, February 20.
This group meets monthly on the
third Tuesday, from 7:30 to 9
p.m., at the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford. The church
is located at 11 Springfield Avenue. Attendees can park on the
street or in the Gray Funeral
Home lot across the street from
the church (if the funeral home
lights are off, which means no
services). They should then follow the NAMI sign posted on the
church’s side entrance on Springfield Avenue.
The second group will be for
those who live with the challenges of a mental health illness
themselves and will be held on
Tuesday, February 27, at 7:30
p.m. This meeting will take place
at RWJ Rahway Fitness and
Wellness Center, located at 2120
Lamberts Mill Road, Scotch
Plains.

John Gesumaria, who is certified as an “In Our Own Voice”
presenter, will be the facilitator.
Mr. Gesumaria also represents
Union County NAMI at the Crisis
Intervention Training program at
the Union County Police Academy. This will be an opportunity
to openly share, listen and learn
from others with similar issues
and concerns. The “Circle of
Friends” format is relaxed and
audience participation is welcomed. Loved ones, family and
friends are invited to attend as
well.
For more information on either
meeting, or in the event of inclement weather, e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com or
call (908) 233-1628.

CASA to Host Men’s
Night Out in Cranford

CRANFORD — Court Appointed
Special Advocates (CASA) of
Union County will hold a Men’s
Night Out on Thursday, February
22, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm for
Men’s Night Out at Kilkenny
House Restaurant and Pub in
Cranford for food, drinks and to
learn about the need for male
role models for local foster youth.
The guest who brings the most
guy friends— a minimum of three
— wins a $100 Kilkenny’s gift
card.
Several male volunteers with
CASA of Union County will discuss their experience and the
dire need for men to step up to
advocate for Union County youth
— specifically males — removed
from home due to abuse, neglect
or abandonment and placed in
foster care.
The event is free. For information, contact Jaime Velazquez at
jvelazquez@casaofunioncounty.org
or (908) 293-8140 with questions.
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Wednesday, January 31, Davon
Blutcher, 26, of Woodbridge was
arrested on charges of possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of paraphernalia after a
1997 Toyota was stopped on
North Avenue East for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investigation at the scene, police located
suspected marijuana and paraphernalia inside the vehicle.
Blutcher was arrested, processed
and released pending a Municipal
Court appearance date. He was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for an unregistered vehicle, a
seatbelt violation and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS) in a motor vehicle.
Thursday, February 1, Sander
Herrera-Fermin, 20, of Rahway
was arrested on charges of possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of paraphernalia after a
2001 Nissan was stopped at the
intersection of Centennial Avenue
and Hayes Street for a cracked
windshield. Following an investigation at the scene, police arrested a passenger in the vehicle, Herrera-Fermin, for suspected marijuana located inside
the car. Herrera-Fermin was held
on active warrants from Newark
and Elizabeth Municipal Courts.
Friday, February 2, Shawn
Taggart, 31, of Linden was arrested on charges of distribution
of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS), possession of a
CDS near school property, possession of a CDS and possession
of paraphernalia after a 2006 GMC
was stopped on Raritan Road for
failure to signal a lane change.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police arrested the driver,
Taggart, for suspected heroin
found inside the vehicle. Additionally, he was issued motor
vehicle summonses for failure to
signal a lane change, an improper
turn, and possession of a CDS in
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a motor vehicle. Taggart was re- CDS, possession of paraphernaleased pending a Superior Court lia and hindering apprehension
after a 2012 Kia was stopped on
appearance.
Friday, February 2, Catalin Centennial Avenue at Raritan
Larotonda, 30, of Cranford was Road for unclear license plates
arrested on charges of posses- and a brake light out. Following
sion of a CDS, possession of less an investigation at the scene,
than 50 grams of suspected mari- police located suspected heroin
juana and possession of para- inside the vehicle. Soto, a pasphernalia after a 1997 GMC was senger in the vehicle, was arstopped on South Union Avenue rested, processed and released
for failure to signal a turn. Fol- pending a Superior Court appearlowing an investigation at the ance.
Monday, February 5, Alquan
scene, police located suspected
cocaine on the driver, Larotonda, Anderson, 23, of Plainfield was
and suspected marijuana inside arrested and charged with DWI
the vehicle. Larotonda was ar- after a 2005 Nissan was stopped
rested, processed and released at North Avenue East and Elizapending a Superior Court appear- beth Avenue for careless driving.
ance. Additionally, he was issued Following an investigation at the
motor vehicle summonses for scene, police arrested Anderson
failure to signal a turn, improper for DWI. Anderson was processed
use of a horn, and possession of and released pending a Municipal
Court appearance. Additionally,
a CDS in a motor vehicle.
Saturday, February 3, Joseph he was issued motor vehicle sumSullivan, 59, of Cranford was ar- monses for open container, carerested and charged with driving less driving, delaying traffic, an
while intoxicated (DWI) after a improper u-turn, and improper
2001 Mercury was stopped on use of multiple beam headlights.
Monday, February 5, Kenneth
North Avenue East for erratic driving. Following an investigation at Meier, 26, of Cranford was arthe scene, police arrested Sullivan rested on charges of possession
for DWI. He was processed and of a CDS and possession of parareleased pending a Municipal phernalia after a 2003 Nissan was
Court appearance. Additionally, stopped at Centennial Avenue and
he was issued motor vehicle sum- Buchanan Street for a view obmonses for reckless driving, fail- struction and a seatbelt violation.
ure to have a valid driver’s li- Following an investigation at the
cense in his possession, and fail- scene, police arrested a passenure to have a valid registration ger, Meier, for suspected heroin
and crack-cocaine found inside
card in his possession.
Saturday, February 3, Edward the vehicle. Additionally, the pasAllen, 32, of Middletown was ar- senger was issued a motor verested on charges of possession of hicle summons for a seatbelt vioa CDS, possession of a hypoder- lation. Meier was released pendmic syringe and possession of para- ing a Superior Court appearance.
phernalia after a 2016 Ford was
stopped on the Garden State ParkReading is Good For You
way 137 Exchange at North Avenue East for failure to signal a
turn. Following an investigation at
the scene, police located suspected
heroin and a hypodermic needle
inside the vehicle. Allen, a passenger in the vehicle, was arrested,
processed and released pending a
Superior Court appearance.
Saturday, February 3, Elvin
Soto, 31, of Linden was arrested
goleader.com/subscribe
on charges of possession of a
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Garwood Kindergarten Registration Information
Registration for kindergarten for
September 2018 will take place
Wednesday, March 7th to Wednesday, March 14th from 9 a.m. to 11
a.m. and from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
To expedite registration, forms
may be obtained from the
Garwood Schools website at
www.garwoodschools.org. Children turning five by October 1,
2018 may be registered for kindergarten.
The following documents are required for student registration:
* An original and a copy of the
child’s birth certificate and current immunization records.
* The following are required
proofs which may be used to establish residency and/or domicile
in Garwood:
1. Mortgage, lease or rental
agreement with Garwood address;
AND
2. Two or more of the following:
a) Utility bill in your name with
a Garwood address
b) Credit card bill in your name
at a Garwood address
c) Voter Registration Card in
your name with a Garwood address
d) Driver’s License in your name
with a Garwood address
e) Vehicle Registration in your
name with a Garwood address
f) Bank Account in your name
with a Garwood address
g) Federal or State Income Tax
Returns indicating domicile in
Garwood
h) Child Custody Order placing
the child with a Garwood resident
You will not be asked for any
information or documents protected from disclosure by law, or
pertaining to criteria that are not
legitimate bases for determining
eligibility to attend school.
If living in a residency where
there is no established rental
agreement, i.e., living with a relative or under an oral lease,
* the most recent tax bill and
notarized letter of domicile from
the person whose name appears
on the tax bill; or

* a notarized statement from
your landlord indicating his/her
name, address and
telephone number and affirming that you live at the Garwood
address on a month-to-month
basis under an oral lease.
The Garwood Board of Education reserves the right to make a
bona fide request for additional
and/or alternative documentation
of residency on a case by case
basis.
* Proof of Immunization (most
recent record) as per NJ State
Administrative Code 8:57-4
Diphtheria, Pertussis and Tetanus vaccine (DPT Series) – 4 doses
with 1 dose given on or after the
fourth birthday, or any total of 5
doses.
Poliomyelitis vaccine – 3 doses
of oral poliovirus vaccine (OPV) or
enhanced inactivated polio vaccine (IPV), with 1 dose given on or
after the fourth birthday, or any 4
doses spaced by a minimum of 1
month.
Rubeola (Measles) vaccine – 2
doses given on or after the first
birthday separated by at least a
month, or laboratory documentation of immunity.
Rubella (German Measles) vaccine – 1 dose given on or after the
first birthday or laboratory documentation of immunity.
Mumps vaccine – 1 dose given
on or after the first birthday, or
laboratory documentation of immunity.
Hepatitis B vaccine – 3 doses or
laboratory documentation of immunity.
Varicella vaccine – one dose of
varicella vaccine on or after the
first birthday or proof of disease
or immunity is required for children 19 months of age or older
who attend a child care center, or
are entering Kindergarten or Grade
1.
Please note: State law will not
permit any child to be admitted to
a public school unless immunizations have been completed and
documented by an M.D., D.O., or

Nurse Practitioner, specifically
indicating a day, month and year
administered.
* The totality of information and
documentation you offer will be
considered in evaluating an application, and, unless expressly required by law, the student will not
be denied enrollment based on
your inability to provide certain
form(s) of documentation where
other acceptable evidence is presented.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Irish Culture on Tap
At Community Center

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will
celebrate Irish culture with an
evening of poetry and music at
the Cranford Community Center
on Wednesday, March 14, at 7:30
p.m.
Cranford resident John
McDermott, honoree of the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
and winner of the Fanwood Arts
Council’s House Poetry Prize, will
share the spotlight with Michele
Mountain, a New Jersey-based
harpist and vocalist specializing
in traditional Celtic and Irish folk
music. Admission to the program
is free and all are welcome.
The Cranford Community Center is located at 220 Walnut Avenue. To see other upcoming
programs sponsored by the
Friends of the Cranford Public
Library, go to cranfordlibrary.org
and click on Calendar or Upcoming Events.
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More Letters to the Editor
Rogue’s Gallery Of Self-Serving, Tax
Abusing, Patronage, Nepotistic
I read with interest in The
Westfield Leader Feb. 1 edition
regarding the county Democrat
party political infighting for their
“county chair” selection. On
page 5 were two letters juxtaposed, each one listing supporters of either Senator Scutari
or Fanwood Mayor Mahr, who
are the two main people vying
for the “boss” position.
Although I am a Democrat, I
am not a committee person who
would be voting at the convention. But for those who know
me, I have a grasp of what our
county government and local
political system is about. Looking at the who’s who supporting
each candidate, one would see
that Scutari holds a rogue’s gallery of self-serving, tax abusing, patronage, nepotistic supporters. Not to say some slipped
into the Mahr camp, and both
lists do have good honest Democrat supporters also.
I am not naming names, but I
recognize these people from
paying attention to the county
politic the last 20 years. The
stories I could tell. And sadly at
the same time if you read The
Leader regularly, Senator
Scutari is forcing on us, with the
nodding approval of the freeholders, his chief of staff, Ed
Oatman to be Union County
manager, a very complex management position overseeing
2,500 employees and a half billion-dollar budget. The position
is also supposed to not be political. Note the chief of staff
type position is pretty much
just a concierge position, push-

Probitas Verus Honos

ing paper and directing callers
to the proper department.
In other words, Oatman has
no experience for the county
manager position. In addition,
Oatman is not even from this
county and my guess he probably can’t even name the 21
towns in the county. What is
most grievous is that it was
found that the Freeholders bypassed their own county policies that dictate they have to
have a manager living inside
the county and also they have
to have an interview committee
to review candidates first.
That the Freeholders ignored
this is a malfeasant act, which
they will probably correct surreptitiously. Note most of the
Freeholders are backing Scutari.
We are watching political infighting and this normally does
not impact us great unwashed,
but with Scutari forcing his inexperienced political subordinate onto us in a $160,000 patronage position, this will corrupt the county system into
some self-serving system for
Scutari and his political donor
benefactors at the expense of
the taxpayers.
This Scutari dirty laundry is
being aired out thanks to The
Westfield Leader. Can we do
something about it? As Democrats we can push our local committee people to side with the
Mahr camp for the February 21st
convention nomination. Maybe
she would push for someone
with adequate experience for
the county manager position,
and help keep our local governments clean as possible.
Bruce Paterson
Garwood

