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CRANFORD — Mayor Thomas
H. Hannen, Jr. and township com-
mittee members on Saturday re-
viewed major budget categories
as part of the 2018 municipal
spending plan. The review in-
cluded meeting with seven mu-
nicipal department heads over
the course of a four-hour-long
meeting.

The meeting helps determine
appropriate 2018 budget mea-
sures, assessing how much each
department was given in total
funds in 2017, the actual amount
spent under or over budget, and
assessed dollars needed for 2018.

One budget report contained
the public pools as one category
and recreation and parks in an-
other. The six other budget pre-
sentation categories included the
police, fire and health depart-
ments, engineering, planning and
zoning boards, and buildings and
grounds.

 Recreation and Parks Director
Steve Robertazzi stated efforts

are being made to analyze why
public pool membership is down.
A review of the pools marketing
plan, fee structures, member-
ship enrollment period, and ways
to enhance members’ experience
is underway, stated Deputy
Mayor Ann Dooley.

The pools membership base is
75 percent Cranford residents
and 25 percent non-Cranford
residents, Mr. Robertazzi said.
Councilman Patrick Giblin said
enhancing facilities with Wifi could
be an incentive for parents who
work from home to join, as they
could multi-task work and pa-
rental obligations.

“Parents could catch up on work
as their kids have fun,” Mr. Giblin
said.

Ms. Dooley said lounge chairs
at the indoor facility could be a
good addition to enhance mem-
bership and member involve-
ment.

Municipal Engineer William
Masol said that hiring an assis-
tant engineer could increase de-
partment efficiency. The addi-

Resident Questions
Transparency of Board
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CRANFORD — At last Wednes-
day night’s planning board meet-
ing, resident Jim Carvalho said
he had concerns with planning
board members not originally fil-
ing financial disclosure forms. He
questioned board members’
listed or not-listed real-estate
interests, and noted that Maser
Consulting contributed to Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor’s cam-
paign.

“You guys have incredible
power. You affect all of our lives,”
said Mr. Carvalho while empha-
sizing the impact the planning
board has on the community.

Mr. Carvalho said Maser Con-
sulting donated $500 to Com-

missioner O’Connor’s campaign.
Maser Consulting is an engineer-
ing firm that has been awarded
service contracts by the town-
ship.

“Do I not believe she could be
influenced? Not one centimeter.
Mary would not sell our town out
for $500,” Deputy Mayor Ann
Dooley responded.

Ms. Dooley said she ran against
Ms. O’Connor and she never once
would question her integrity. The
“in-house engineering model”
versus contracting an
“outsourced” engineering firm
was at the crux of their campaign
debates, stated Ms. Dooley.

Ms. Dooley said she remains
firm on the township committee’s
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SQUAD MILESTONE...The Cranford First Aid Squad was honored by the
township committee January 23 for celebrating its 65th anniversary. Pictured,
Squad President Kent Lucas receives a proclamation from Mayor Thomas
Hannen, Jr., as Captain Kailyn Grant, second from right, and Recording
Secretary Sue Lucas look on.
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tion would be financially prudent
given less external engineers
would have to be paid during
projects, Mr. Masol added.

Mr. Masol said during January
the engineering department rev-
enue totaled 25 percent of his
salary, not including inspection
revenue collected. He proposed
hiring an intern to do what may
seem more “menial tasks,” but
are important to department ef-
ficiency. The intern was proposed
as an addition to an assistant
engineer. The proposed intern-
ship would be for college engi-
neering students, spanning from
May until late August, totaling an
estimated $16,000 in compen-
sation.

Mr. Giblin stated his concerns
with overcompensation. He sug-
gested a middle ground between
competitive pay and making the
compensation reasonable. Mr.
Giblin said a reduced internship
time period to see how neces-
sary the time period is per
workflow may be best, suggest-
ing starting with an eight-week
internship.

Ms. Dooley said Mr. Masol may
be correct in his financial as-
sumptions when looking at pos-
sible workloads associated with
the QuickChek, WaWa, Hartz
Mountain and Birchwood
projects.

Department of Public Works Su-
perintendent Steve Wardell said
an expected evolution he plans
to see in the recycling space is a
change from single-stream recy-
cling to separation per recyclable
again. He said a single-stream
system creates a “dirtier” end
product with companies paying
more money for cleaner recy-
clable end products.

He said Cranford’s cardboard
was sought after aggressively
because it was considered
“clean.”

Garwood Library Highlights
February Programming

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library, located at 411
Third Avenue, welcomes adults
and children for programs during
February.

The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet tonight, February 1, at
7 p.m., while the Monday Book
Club will meet at 1 p.m. on Feb-
ruary 26. Both clubs are for
adults. Adults also may enjoy a
valentine craft on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 6, at 6 p.m., or the Knitting
Club every Monday and Thurs-
day at 10:30 a.m. (needles and

yarn provided). On Fridays at 10
a.m., visitors can watch a movie
and enjoy refreshments.

The band Rewind will perform
on Thursday, February 15, at 7
p.m., playing favorites from the
’50s, ’60s and ’70s. While at the
library, attendees also can enter
a Valentine’s contest. Participants
are invited to match the first line
of each book to the popular ro-
mance novel it comes from and
receive a valentine treat and a
chance to win a special gift.
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Cranford Begins Review
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