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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Senior Night” went as ex-
pected when the Cranford Cou-
gars hosted the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders at the Cranford
High School gym on January 24.
Even though they were on the
short side of two very entertain-
ing bouts, the 9-3 Cougars won
10 of the 14 bouts to emerge
with a 44-21 victory.

Of the two very entertaining
bouts, the highlight of the
evening was the bout between
two Union County Tournament

(UCT) champions. Raider Sam
Wustefeld, the UCT champ at
195-lbs and ranked No. 1 in the
state, jumped up to 220-lbs to
face Cougar junior Rob Schork,
the UCT 220-lb champ. Although
Wustefeld won via fall, the bout
was far more competitive than it
would show on paper.

Both competitors demon-
strated their athleticism and
gyroscopic balance, especially
in the scoreless first period when
both managed to fight off each
other’s attempted takedowns.
Wustefeld escaped early in the

second period then added a
double-leg takedown. Wustefeld
added a duck under takedown in
the third period. Moments later
both were involved in a mad
scramble then late in the period,
Wustefeld pulled off a quick
tightwaist tilt for the pin in 5:42
to earn his 100th career win.

“He’s a big kid. He wrestled
tough. He’s pretty strong. I am
happy I got a tough match. I
enjoy tough matches. I appreci-
ate the competition and he was
a good competitor,” Wustefeld
expressed. “I took a bunch of
different shots and he kept de-
fending me. I didn’t get to some
shots I think would work better.
I was a little hard headed. I was

trying to get to my high crotch,
double leg. At the end of the
day, I got the takedown.”

“He wrestled him tough. That’s
one of the better matches I’ve
seen him wrestle,” Cougar Head
Coach Pat Gorman said of
Schork. “He’s strong. He was
just able to fend off some of his

attacks. So up until those last
eighteen seconds, that was a
heck of a match. For Bobby,
first-year wrestler to wrestle a
kid of that caliber, says a lot
about where he is.”

“On top, I knew I could keep
him down, so I kept going for my
tilt, try to score some quick
points. He kept flattening out.
Finally in the third period, I wore
him out. He came right where I
wanted to, an easy roll.

This was the second time in
less than a week that Wustefeld
was involved in a milestone. On
January 19, Wustefeld recorded
a 20-5 tech fall against the
Roselle Park Panthers when they
achieved their 1,000th career
win as a program.

“This is just a small milestone.

WUSTEFELD, RANKED NO. 1 AT 195, GETS 100TH IN TOUGH BOUT WITH SCHORK AT 220-LBS

Cougars Stop Raiders, 44-21, in Mat ‘Senior Night’ Clash
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