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 FEBRUARY 2018   WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am - 5:00 pm   
Sunday  1:00-5:00 pm 

Closed February 19 for Presidents Day 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS  CHECK WEBSITE FOR ALL SIGN UP INFO 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN-CHECK WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO 

2/2  1:30 pm TGIF! John Muir in the New World (video) 

2/3  2:00 pm Dave Leonhardt Trio plays for Jazz Series 

2/7, 14, 21, 
28 

10:00 am Zumba Gold for Adults– Wear comfortable 
clothes and sneakers. 45 minute class. 

2/9  1:30 pm TGIF! The Dutchess (video) 

2/10  2:00 pm Excel for Finances (advanced computer class) 

2/13  2:00 pm Digital Downloading-Overdrive & Hoopla 

2/15  7:00 pm The Music of Political Advertising 

2/16  1:30 pm TGIF! Marilyn Monroe (video) 

2/17  2:00 pm Chill with the Frost Kings 

2/21  7:00 pm Traveling Literary Theatre: Grant and Lincoln 

2/23  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: “Robot & Frank” 

2/1, 8, 15, 22 10:30 am 3’s on Thursday Storytime 

2/2, 9, 16, 23 10:00 am Playgroup-Babies & Toddlers (0-23 months) 

2/2  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids: must know how to play 

2/6, 13, 20 10:30 am 2’s on Tuesday Storytime 

2/6, 13, 20  1:00 pm Crafternoon Storytime (3½-5 yrs) 

2/13  6:30 pm Evening LEGO Club (5+years) 

2/24  2:00 pm Paws to Read-Beginning readers read to   
library dogs in ten-minute sessions 
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Phantom Thread
When Love is In Fashion

4 popcorns

Contemporary Art Group
Presents ‘Seeing Red’

Emerson College
Announces Local

Dean's List Honorees
BOSTON, Mass. – The following

students have been named to Emerson
College's Dean's List for the fall 2017
semester. The requirement to make
the Dean's List is a grade point aver-
age of 3.7 or higher.

Bianca Assaf of Cranford, Julia
Linger of Cranford and Jin Ko of
Cranford.

Fairfield University
Tells Dean's List

FAIRFIELD, Conn. – The fol-
lowing Fairfield University
student(s) received Undergraduate
Dean's List Honors for the fall 2017
semester.

In order to be placed on the Dean's
List, students must have completed a
minimum of 12 credit hours in a
semester, have no outstanding or in-
complete grades for that semester,
and have attained a semester grade
point average of 3.50 or better.

Mountainside: Emily Ann Bittner
and Margot Mccahill Johnston.

Westfield: Kristen Bonelli ,
Michael James Darchi and Kaitlyn
Ann Larkin.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Though perhaps deluded, I’d like
to think I put as much effort into an
essay as Daniel Day-Lewis’s
Reynolds Woodcock devotes to mak-
ing a dress in Paul Thomas
Anderson’s Phantom Thread. This
is the sort of person you want doing
your heart operation, piloting the
airplane you’re on, or teaching your
kid. He’s the real deal, and suffers
for it, too. The maladies of obsessive
genius are many. But the inherent
reward is matchless, with the added
benefit, aside from financial remu-
neration, of almost having a right to
the arrogance you exude, if so in-
clined.

Welcome to Mr. Woodcock’s
world, a special place of understated
elegance based in a multi-storied
townhouse in an exclusive section of
London, early 1950s. Therein, ad-
hering to a strict schedule and regi-
men, the couturier extraordinaire
plies his trade with notable aplomb,
concurrently frightening and win-
ning the awe of the several dress-
makers who see his legendary fash-
ions to fruition. He prances, he nods,
he sits with tea, and pontificates to
adulating devotees …the carriage
trade, dignitaries and the occasional
princess arriving by Rolls Royce or
Bentley.

Ah, tis a fine life, I tell you, and as
I watched Reynolds Woodcock’s
story unfold, I could almost taste
those cream-filled scones he sus-
tains himself with, often following a
hearty breakfast that, if appearing on
an American diner menu, would have
the word ‘lumberjack’ in its descrip-
tion. Yet his relatively trim figure
belies the copious quantities of rich
morsels with which he treats him-
self, as if compulsory to his station.

But don’t ever upset the applecart
of his buttoned down routine. Imagi-
nary but nonetheless ubiquitously
placed throughout the manse are
signs reading, “Shh! Genius at
Work.” Acting as the enforcer of
decorum and order in this magical
laboratory from which haute couture
emanates is sister Cyril. Played ex-
quisitely by Lesley Manville, she is
business manager, social secretary,
chief confidante and all other things
that unmarried sisters become to
bachelor dynamos after Mama has
gone to her reward. Only she can
delve under Reynolds’s skin.

Of course, the quality of Mr. Day-
Lewis’s characterization earns the
very same, goes-without-saying
plaudits inevitably used to describe
any role the Great Streep tackles. It’s
a given, and I don’t want to seem like
a 21st Century version of the 1940s
bobbysoxer overwhelmed by
Frankie, though that might be an

improvement. But the fact is that
your curmudgeonly, oft jaded film
critic is impressed yet anew by this
thespian in his supposedly last per-
formance. While immediately con-
vinced he is Woodcock, I still
couldn’t help but study the magnifi-
cent process.

All of which might make you think
that there can be no match to his total
immersion into character… no other
important being to go toe-to-toe in
full dueling banjos mode to pry out
that inner-being. Yet, one should be
reminded that long before the likes
of Freud, Jung and Henry James dal-
lied in the id and ego, and way before
DNA branded the ethnocentric you,
playwrights were lifting rocks off
the swirling snakes of our resultantly
exposed subconscious. And more
often than not the character doing
the lifting was a love interest.

So, it only figures that Mr. Wood-
cock, rich, famous and relatively
happy, must have his world torn asun-
der by that missing component…the
comely one that would challenge his
confirmed bachelorhood, find his
vulnerability and bring out the real
man in him, or something like that.
Thus, in a sly variation of Henry
Higgins’s Eliza Doolittle, enters
stage right ingénue Vicky Krieps as
Alma, the waitress up to the task of
humbling for his own good, whilst
concurrently and paradoxically ag-
grandizing, the great man.

Love…it’s doubtlessly the great-
est dramatic mechanism ever in-
vented. Mercurial, confounding and
agonizingly bereft of rules, it is a
charity gift to mediocre playwrights
and the afflatus supreme for gifted
ones. Belonging to the latter cat-
egory, writer/director Paul Thomas
Anderson mines, surfaces, mulls and
causes to confound a plethora of the
emotions unleashed when Cupid
decides to play havoc with two souls.

As if witnessing a great sporting
event or chess match full of psycho-
logical drama and strategy, we pull
up our chairs and commence our
oohing, aahing and impassioned
rooting…the odd difference being
that we’re hoping both participants
win. We worry about the potential
stumbling blocks, from displays of
overweening ego to not shutting
lights or squeezing the toothpaste
tube egregiously. Maybe they should,
maybe they shouldn’t, back and forth
it goes as we all along hope some
byproduct, lightning bolt of wisdom
will lend new insight into the ritual.

In other words, if wishing to play
a practical joke on that anti-intellec-
tual brute of an unshaven uncle who
rarely leaves his couch, family-size
bag of potato chips and six-pack of
beer while burly men on TV try to
cause each other concussions, you
tell him to see this film…and then
run. Leaning just this side of arthouse,
“Phantom Thread” stitches excel-
lent writing, fine direction, extraor-
dinary acting and a superbly real-
ized milieu into a grand and fully
satisfying quilt of amusing commis-
eration.

***
Phantom Thread, rated R, is a Fo-

cus Features release directed by Paul
Thomas Anderson and stars Daniel
Day-Lewis, Vicky Krieps, and Lesley
Manville. Running time: 130 min-
utes.

GARWOOD – The Contempo-
rary Art Group announces its mem-
ber show “Seeing Red” at South
Avenue Arts from February 1 to 28.
An opening reception will be held
on Friday, February 2 from 7 p.m. to
9 p.m. South Avenue Arts is located
at 221 South Avenue in Garwood.

The Contemporary Art Group is a
not-for-profit organization that was
established in 2006. The group is
affiliated with the Watchung Arts
Center, where the membership of
50 local artists meets monthly and
exhibits in various venues in New

Jersey throughout the year.
Participating local artists in the

South Avenue Arts show are: Dor-
othy Bellew, Ruth Brown, Virginia
Carroll, Maryann Ficker, Alicia
Flynn Cotter, Diane Gallo, Brooke
Gardiner, Lesya Hanenko
Dovbenko, Tamara Hanenko
DeNais, Mel Holston, Don Kuhn,
Sheilia Lenga, Charlann Meluso,
Kathy Nademus, Tom Perri, Chris-
tina Pruczynski, Sharon Reed,
Linnea W. Rhodes, Monica
Schraiber Otero, Linda Schwartz,
Barbara Uhr, Rosalia Verdun,
Cynthia Walling, Cynthia Weiss, and
Christian Winslow.

Gallery hours are: Mondays, Tues-
days, Thursdays, Fridays noon to 5
p.m.; Wednesdays 12 p.m. to 7 p.m.;
Saturdays 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

PNS&K Hosts 80’s Clothing
Drive to Benefit FISH

WESTFIELD – It's a totally 80's
clothing drive. Clean out your attic
and donate your most radical 80's
formal attire (dresses - think ruffles,
bows, big sleeves, tuxes and accesso-
ries) to benefit the local FISH Hospi-
tality Program. All of the items that
are donated for the clothing drive will
be used in a clothing sale with 100
percent of the proceeds to be donated
to FISH. The mission of the FISH
Hospitality Program (FHP) is to serve
homeless families and single women
by providing shelter and meals, in
order to give them a new opportunity

to live independently in their commu-
nities as respected families and indi-
viduals.

While some might wonder who
would want 80's formal attire - the
Presbyterian Nursery School & Kin-
dergarten in Westfield is hosting their
annual fundraiser, The Red Ball, and
this year's theme is the Totally Rad
80's Prom. Sales are planned to help
outfit attendees.

Please contact Morgan Toriello at
morgantoriello@gmail.com to do-
nate. All donations should be received
by Friday, February 9.

WHS Earns Outstanding
Deleg. Award at Model UN

DELEGATES...Westfield High School’s Model United Nations Club won the
Outstanding Delegation Award for excelling in all parts of the annual conference
held in Hershey, Pa., from January 5 to 7.

SYMPHONIC STUDENTS...This past Saturday, Stan Delaurentiis of Plainfield,
Hanson Gao of Edison, Ray Huang of Edison and Isabella Sena-Cash of Scotch
Plains, students at the Wardlaw Hatridge School in Edison, performed with the
Central Jersey Music Educators Association Honors Symphonic Band. This is a
group consisting of outstanding Central New Jersey Region band students,
nominated by their band directors. This year's group performed at Sayreville
High School and was conducted by William Berz, the graduate director of the
Department of Music and Head of Music Education at Rutgers University.

HERSHEY, Pa. – Westfield High
School’s (WHS) Model United Na-
tions Club won the Outstanding Del-
egation Award for excelling in all
parts of the annual conference held
in Hershey, Pennsylvania, January 5
to 7. Approximately 2,000 students
from 80 schools in New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania and Delaware were in at-
tendance.  The WHS delegation of
181 students participated in wide
ranging debates that were the culmi-
nation of months of research and
preparation. Many Westfield High
School students received individual
recognitions, including:

Meghan Johnson, Nicholas
Guerrerio, Austin Chen, Justin Jo-
seph, Luke Mizus, and Sara Ward
were recognized as top debaters and
named Premier Diplomats.

Meghan Johnson, Briana Vaca,
Chloe Beaulieu, Matthew Arndt, Inna
Gorelik, and Jackson Price received
an award for the Outstanding Coun-
try Research Paper.

Acknowledged for an Outstanding
First Year were Cat Valencia,

McKenzie Smith, and Liam Dougherty.
Officers for the Conference in-

cluded Suranya Turimella, Evan
Gruters and Marisa Li.

Officers elected for next year’s
Conference who will plan, organize
and run committees are Tomas
Taaffe, Brianna Vaca, Andrew
Zanfagna, Austin Chen, Justin Jo-
seph, Luke Mizus, and Julia Colleran.

This summer a Conference on Na-
tional Affairs will take place during
a two-week conference in North
Carolina with representatives from
all 50 states.  Westfield High School
will be represented by  Meghan
Johnson, Luke Mizus and Evan
Gruters.

“The students all performed well
and were a credit to the institution,”
noted Daniel Farabaugh, co-adviser
of the WHS Model UN along with
David Della Fera. “ I was impressed
with both their level of preparation
and execution.”

The Westfield High School pro-
gram is run in conjunction with the
Westfield YMCA.

Local Residents Named to
Univ. of Scranton Dean's List

SCRANTON, Pa. – Local residents
were among more than 1,600 stu-
dents named to The University of
Scranton's Dean's List for the 2017
fall semester. The Dean's List recog-
nizes students for academic excel-
lence. A student must have a grade
point average of 3.5 or better with a
minimum number of credit hours dur-
ing the semester to make the Dean's
List.

The students are:
Catherine Bruno of Westfield, a

senior international studies major in
the University's College of Arts and
Sciences.

Emily Harvan of Cranford, a se-
nior biology major in the University's
College of Arts and Sciences.

Madeline Pfeifer of Westfield, a
senior neuroscience major in the
University's College of Arts and Sci-
ences.

Lauren Byrne of Cranford, a fresh-
man exercise science major in the
University's Panuska College of Pro-
fessional Studies.

Leigh Scarano of Westfield, a fresh-
man early and primary teacher educa-
tion major in the University's Panuska
College of Professional Studies.

Leah Jayne of Cranford, a junior
counseling and human services ma-
jor in the University's Panuska Col-

lege of Professional Studies.
Nicole Carpetto of Westfield, a se-

nior health administration major in
the University's Panuska College of
Professional Studies.

Hannah DeMars of Cranford, a
senior exercise science major in the
University's Panuska College of Pro-
fessional Studies.

Matthew DeBenedetto of
Westfield, a freshman operations
management major in the University's
Kania School of Management.

Kevin Bronander of Westfield, a
sophomore operations management
major in the University's Kania School
of Management.

Trevor Bachert of Mountainside, a
senior accounting major in the
University's Kania School of Man-
agement.

Thomas Trotter of Cranford, a se-
nior finance major in the University's
Kania School of Management.

John Boyle of Fanwood, a senior
biochemistry major in the University's
College of Arts and Sciences.

Matthew Marino of Scotch Plains,
a junior exercise science major in the
University's Panuska College of Pro-
fessional Studies.

The University of Scranton is a
Jesuit university located in North-
eastern Pennsylvania.

Worcester Polytechnic Inst.
Announces Fall Dean's List
WORCESTER, Mass. – The fol-

lowing local residents were among
1,608 students from Worcester Poly-
technic Institute (WPI) named to the
university's Dean's List for academic
excellence for the fall 2017 semester.

William Bennett of Westfield, is a
member of the class of 2018 majoring
in chemical engineering.

Aidan O'Keefe of Mountainside, is
a member of the class of 2019 major-
ing in interactive media and game
development.

The criteria for the WPI Dean's

List differs from most other universi-
ties as WPI does not compute a grade
point average (GPA). Instead, WPI
defines the Dean's List by the amount
of work completed at the A level in
courses and projects.

VanBrunt Earns Wilkes
University's Dean's List

WILKES-BARRE, Pa. – Wilkes Uni-
versity Provost Anne Skleder an-
nounced the Dean's List for the Fall
2017 Semester.

To be named to the Dean's List, Daniel
VanBrunt of Fanwood obtained a mini-
mum 3.4 grade point average and car-
ried at least 12 credits.

Furman University
Fall 2017 Dean's List
GREENVILLE, S.C. – The fol-

lowing Furman University students
are included on the Dean's List for the
2017 fall semester. Furman's Dean's
List is composed of full-time under-
graduate students who earn a grade
point average of 3.4 or higher on a
four-point system.

Jackson Dumont, the son of Lisa
Dumont and Glen Dumont of
Westfield earned Dean’s List.
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