
Page 4  Thursday, February 1, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $36 • Two-year – $68 • Three-year – $99
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES   Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Lauren S. Barr
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
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Bramnick Calls for
Pension Fix Following

New Report
Assembly Republican Leader Jon

Bramnick urges the Democratic ma-
jority to read a report issued by the
Manhattan Institute on Thursday and
called for action to fix the state’s
pension and health benefits system.

“This report speaks for itself,” said
Mr. Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield).
“Obviously we need to get to work to
enact further reforms to make these
benefits more realistic. Here’s proof
from the Manhattan Institute.” Read
the report. => https://www.manhattan-
institute.org/html/garden-state-
crowd-out-how-new-jerseys-pen-
sion-crisis-threatens-state-budget-
10875.html

Asm. Jon Bramnick
Westfield

Westfield Mayor Brindle Announces
New Initiatives for Westfield In 2018

Girls’ Softball League of Westfield:
Strong Legacy of Empowering Girls

It Was Inappropriate to Publish
Pictures of ‘Impeach Trump’ Signs

As promised during the campaign,
this administration is committed to
listening to the needs of its residents
and putting forward actionable reso-
lutions to address them. Since com-
ing into office and talking to residents
and business owners alike, I have
discovered several areas of opportu-
nity. To this end, we are putting to-
gether committees that can help gather
information and focus on these areas.

The Mayor’s office is currently in
the process of selecting volunteers
for the Town Hall Events Committee
and the Technology Advisory Coun-
cil (TAC). The Town Hall Events
Committee will identify and organize
events at Town Hall intended to in-
crease community engagement. The
Technology Advisory Council will
identify opportunities to leverage
technology to improve communica-
tion, enhance efficiencies and improve
service to residents for the Town of
Westfield. Applicants who have pre-
viously signed up to volunteer on

these committees will be contacted
by email in the coming weeks.

Additionally, the Town of Westfield
is seeking volunteers to serve on the
Special and Adaptive Needs Com-
mittee. In addition to promoting
awareness of and providing programs
and opportunities for individuals with
disabilities and their families, this
committee will also research and rec-
ommend to the Council methods and
ideas to aid and assist residents with
special or adaptive needs to be able to
fully participate in all aspects of com-
munity life. Anyone interested in this
opportunity should complete the vol-
unteer application at
www.westfieldnj.gov/volunteertoday.

Applications are due by February
9, 2018. Volunteers who signed up for
any of the other new initiatives for the
Town of Westfield can expect to be
contacted as those committees launch.

Mayor Shelley Brindle
Westfield

I grew up playing girls’ softball in
Westfield, surrounded by my friends,
with my dad coaching us. It was the
late ‘70s and early ‘80s and we felt
like we were part of something big.
We were encouraged, supported and
empowered on the field and it carried
into our everyday lives. There was a
movement then to empower girls –
the foundation for what we see evolv-
ing by leaps and bounds today.

Some of my greatest successes and
head-burying failures as a kid played
out on the softball field – moments I
learned from and shared with my
teammates. We won as a team and
lost as a team. We also realized quickly
that we needed one another to suc-
ceed, and that we each played an
important role. Those years on the
field helped build confidence, strength
and, much to our chagrin, humility.

The Girls’ Softball League of
Westfield (GSLW) has a strong legacy
of empowering girls, with the help of
dedicated volunteer coaches, parents

and community members willing to
take the time to mentor young play-
ers. We should be proud of the long
tradition of sportsmanship, fun and
community that GSLW has created.

At a time when women’s empower-
ment is top of mind and Westfield’s
first female mayor is at the helm, I
want to encourage parents to sign
your daughters up for our 2018 sea-
son! As I watch my daughter play
today, I am proud to see her learn and
grow. We have new generations of
girls who will carry on the GSLW
legacy, learning many of the same
lessons we learned so long ago. Those
memories from the field – the laughs,
cheers and tears – are priceless for the
girls and parents. Registration for the
2018 season is open. Sign up for
players and coaches
at:www.westfieldsoftball.org.

Karen Cleeve
GSLW Board Member

Westfield

Sorry but it is most inappropriate
for you to have published a photo-
graph of the second annual Westfield
Women’s March with signs stating
“Impeach Trump Now” and “Dump
Trump” and “Vote Like Your Life
Depends On It!”

This is not journalism!
Pope Francis just spoke about the

dangers of the press spreading
disinformation and bias.

This unfortunate photograph can
only spread disinformation and bias
about President Trump with whom I
have often disagreed as you and your
readers know.

And impeach President Trump for
what? How easy to hold up a sign
calling for his impeachment but how
difficult to find a constitutional basis
for that and hold that up for public
view during a march? I write here as
an attorney-at-law though retired and
as a political scientist (Ph. D.) who
has studied and taught the Presidency
for more than 40 years.

Particularly odious is the sign
“Dump Trump” as if President Trump
is not a human being but something
that can be dumped as if just some
refuse.

The grammatically incorrect sign
“Vote Like Your Life Depends On It”
is an absurdity for who can believe
that one’s life is at stake if people vote
for President Trump or anyone who
supports him?

 Such signs can only inflame the
public, only worsen an already ter-
rible public dialogue, only make it
increasing difficult for the 45th Presi-
dent elected by tens of millions of
people to govern and meet the needs
not only of those who voted for him
but the needs of all of us!

 I do very much hope that in the
future such a photograph is never
published again nor is my plea a dis-
putation with the First Amendment.

 And if such signs are to be photo-
graphed and published then also to be
photographed and published must be
the signs that read “Support President
Trump Now” and “Give President
Trump A Chance To Lead” and “We
Like President Trump!”

Sad, even tragic, the hatreds afoot
in our proud and noble country that
are evidenced by these signs.

I shall continue to speak out when-

ever I think President Trump is wrong
but my words shall always be words
tempered by the knowledge of Prov-
erbs 15:1, “A harsh word stirs up
anger.”

 Proverbs 15:4, “A soothing tongue
is a tree of life.”

 James 3:6, “Consider how small a
fire can set a huge forest ablaze. The
tongue is a fire.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Groundhog Day Can Be Nostalgic,
Fun Way to Beat Winter Blahs

Election Season Starting Early
With Dist. 7 Race, Dems Chair

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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We’re heading into this weekend with great an-
ticipation, wondering who has the right stuff, who
is going to make the right call, and who is going to
bask in the glory this time around.

We’re speaking, of course, about Groundhog Day,
that beloved slice of Americana recognized each
February 2 with much fanfare. Like always, sunrise
tomorrow will find us breathlessly awaiting the
official “word” from celebrated prognosticator
Punxsutawney Phil or one of his rivals. What will the
verdict be? According to tradition, if the Groundhog
sees his shadow, we’ll have six more weeks of
winter. If not, we can expect an early spring. Natu-
rally, we’ll always root for the latter, particularly
after the recent Arctic wallop we endured.

It is believed Groundhog Day evolved from the
European custom of predicting the length of winter
based on weather conditions on the Christian feast of
Candlemas, also observed on February 2. German
immigrants inaugurated Groundhog Day on Febru-
ary 2, 1886, in Punxsutawney, Pa. The first pilgrim-
age to nearby Gobbler’s Knob, where Phil still
makes his annual prediction, occurred exactly one
year later. After more than 130 years, the popular
folklore festival heralding the change of seasons
continues to attract throngs of fans to this quaint
borough.

Once again this year, Punxsutawney has been

welcoming visitors with an array of activities through-
out the week in salute to its favorite son, such as
“Breakfast with Phil,” tours, entertainment, children’s
activities, arts and crafts, a talent show and even
wedding ceremonies, culminating with tomorrow’s
big revelation. The festivities will continue through-
out the weekend, including a Groundhog Ball on
Saturday night.

So what accounts for the enduring appeal of
Groundhog Day? For starters, you can’t miss when
the star of your show is a cute, furry critter able to
hold his own onscreen with the likes of Bill Murray.
Additionally, the hometown feel of Groundhog Day
celebrations can make us feel nostalgic for days
gone by. Finally, the occasion is just fun — a
lighthearted break from the winter blahs.

In Punxsutawney, Phil maintains his distinguished
reputation as the “seer of seers” and the “prognosti-
cator of prognosticators,” as noted on the website of
The Punxsutawney Groundhog Club. However, any-
one wishing a second opinion also can check in with
Staten Island Chuck, or Long Island’s Malverne Mel
or Holtsville Hal, all of whom are expected to make
their own projections tomorrow as well.

Here’s hoping Phil, or one of his contemporaries,
will confirm an early spring. It can’t come soon
enough! Otherwise, we may all just scurry back into
our burrows.

Election season is starting early this year as seven
Democrats have filed for the 7th Congressional Dis-
trict seat held the last 10 years by Republican Con-
gressman Leonard Lance. Aside from that, a major
fight is shaping up for control of the Union County
Democratic Committee as Jerry Green has resigned,
citing an undisclosed illness. He has endorsed Sena-
tor Nick Scutari, thereby bypassing Fanwood’s Col-
leen Mahr, the current vice-chair of the committee.

This is the second time party leaders have passed
on Mayor Mahr. A few years ago the committee
picked former Rahway Mayor Jim Kennedy to run
for state Assembly in the 22nd Legislative District
over Mayor Mahr. In a 4-to-3 vote, Mr. Kennedy
wound up winning the nomination and going on to
become a now two-term assemblyman.

In a twist this year, the 7th District, which has long
been a Republican-held seat going back to Mike
Ferguson, Bob Franks and Matthew Rinaldo, has
seen a lot of interest from Democrats. Filing for the
Democrats to date are Lisa Mandelblatt of Westfield,
Berkeley Heights resident Linda Weber, Cranford
resident David Pringle, Scott Salmon of Scotch
Plains, Goutam Jois of Summit, Tom Malinowski of
Rocky Hill and Peter Jacob of Union. Thus far Mr.
Lance faces a sole Republican challenge from Lind-
say Brown of Clark.

We expect more Republican candidates to chal-

lenge Mr. Lance, as we have heard factions of the
party do not feel Mr. Lance has supported GOP
conservative issues.

In a surprise revelation, long-time Republican
Congressman Rodney Frelinghuysen has announced
his retirement in the 11th District. Six Democrats
were already vying for the seat. Also, three challeng-
ers are seeking to unseat Republican Tom MacArthur
in the 3rd District; three Democrats are challenging
Congressman Chris Smith in the 4th District, and
four Democrats have filed in the 2nd District, where
long-time Republican Frank Lobiondo is retiring.

We are happy to see so many individuals willing
to run for Congress this year. However, we hope it
is for the right reasons. Do these candidates believe
that Mr. Lance and other Republicans have indi-
vidually failed their district’s constituents? If so,
then we welcome their candidacies. But, if their
goal is to retake the House and Senate in order to
start the impeachment process for President Trump,
then, in our view, we believe the effort is misguided
regardless of what people’s opinions are of this
President.

Mr. Scutari called this year’s election “the most
critical midterm election in a generation.” We expect
this will be a closely followed election, with millions
of dollars being spent on both sides in New Jersey
and around the country.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Atazir – The influence of a star upon

another, or upon man
2. Perdition – Complete and irrepa-

rable loss; ruin
3. Jennet – A female donkey or small

Spanish horse
4. Pterope – A fruit bat

JETTON
1. A small metal counter used in some

card games
2. A spruce fellow; one who struts or

swaggers
3. A play on words; a pun
4. The wattle of a fowl

PUCELAGE
1. Poise; dignity
2. Feminine beauty; charm
3. Virginity
4. Excessive boldness or confidence

FACUNDITY
1. Directness; honesty
2. Strong; powerful
3. Abundance in holdings, supplies,

etc.
4. Eloquence; readiness of speech

EXTERNAT
1. The outer or visible part
2. A freed slave
3. A day school
4. A wanderer; nomad

CPAs Discuss NJ Property Tax
Payments Versus the IRS Scrutinity

More than 70 percent of the 828
certified public accountants (CPAs)
who were polled this month by the
New Jersey Society of CPAs (NJCPA)
said treating New Jersey property tax
payments as charitable contributions
would not stand up to legal scrutiny
by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).
Respondents were asked their opin-
ion on the issue after Governor Phil
Murphy, Rep. Josh Gottheimer and
Rep. Bill Pascrell, Jr. announced a
proposal in January to use charitable
contributions as a way to help New
Jersey homeowners who may be af-
fected by the new $10,000 cap on
federal deductions for state and local
taxes.

Survey respondents noted that since
taxpayers would receive a benefit
from their charitable donation, such
as a reduction in their property taxes
equal to the amount of their donation,
it would not qualify as a contribution.
Typically, taxpayers claiming chari-
table deductions must reduce the do-
nation amount by the amount of the
benefit that is received by the donor –
which in this case would be the same.
Other respondents cited that the ac-
tion may give rise to increased audit
risk. Some also said they doubted the
IRS would grant a 501(c)(3) status to
the proposed charitable trust being
created to simply avoid any impact
from the new $10,000 cap.

“Anything that can help New Jer-
sey homeowners reduce their prop-
erty tax burden should be explored in
light of the recent federal tax law
changes,” said Ralph Albert Thomas,
CEO and executive director of
NJCPA. “But until there is clarifica-

tion from the IRS, homeowners should
look to their CPA for advice and guid-
ance.”

In the Murphy proposal, towns
would create the charitable funds and
homeowners would receive a credit
off their property tax bill for all or most
of their donation. In turn, the funds
would be used for the same purposes
as taxes, such as for schools or other
municipal needs. Other state repre-
sentatives proposed a similar initia-
tive, and several states already have
tax credit programs in place to take
advantage of charitable deductions.

A recent paper addressing the fed-
eral income tax treatment of chari-
table contributions noted that having
tax payments treated like charitable
contributions where taxpayers would
receive credits is actually common.
The paper, “Federal Income Tax
Treatment of Charitable Contribu-
tions Entitling Donor to a State Tax
Credit,” written by eight law profes-
sors1, noted that “under current law,
expressed through both court opin-
ions and rulings from the Internal
Revenue Service, the amount of the
donor’s charitable contribution de-
duction is not reduced by the value of
state tax benefits.” Therefore, “...a
taxpayer can reduce her state tax li-
ability by making a charitable contri-
bution that is deductible on her fed-
eral income tax return.”

By The New Jersey Society of Cer-
tified Public Accountants. Visit
njcpa.org.

I made a huge to do list for
today. I just can't figure out who's
going to do it.
coolfunnyquotes.com

Either write something worth
reading or do something worth
writing.

Benjamin Franklin


