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Green Resigns as Chairman
Of County Dem Committee
PLAINFIELD — Assemblyman

Jerry Green (D-22nd, Plainfield) last
week announced his resignation as
chairman of the Union County Demo-
cratic Committee and endorsed Sena-
tor Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) as
the new chairman, according to press
release from the committee.

Mr. Green said he will focus his
energy on recovering from an illness
and will return to his duties in Trenton
as a state assemblyman once his re-
covery process is complete, accord-
ing to the release.

In endorsing Sen. Scutari to suc-
ceed him as chairman he stated that,
“Throughout my career, Nick’s been
more than a colleague and ally. He’s
been a trusted friend and close partner.
It was a tough decision to step back
from leading the party, but it’s a little
easier knowing we have someone like
Nick to step in. He’ll be a tremendous
asset as our party continues to grow
and expand in the coming years.”

“In consultation with my medical
providers, family, friends, and col-
leagues, I have concluded that the
arduous recovery process prevents
me from effectively serving as the
chairman of the Union County Demo-
cratic Committee. Effective immedi-
ately, the party organization should
take the necessary steps according to
the bylaws to assemble the county
committee to elect my replacement.
It is my sincere wish that no other
action is undertaken by the party, and
that the highest priority be given to
electing a new chairman.”

“Leading the Democratic Party in
Union County has been an incredible

experience. I will never forget the
stunning and historic victories we’ve
all worked so hard together to achieve.
In fact, it’s a source of great pride that
we have more Democrats elected in
Union County today than we’ve ever
had in our history. But, the party is
larger than one person, and Demo-
crats in Union County need to rally
together and keep what’s really im-
portant at the forefront,” Mr. Green
stated.

Mr. Green was first elected chair-
man in June of 2013, replacing long-
time chairwoman Charlotte DeFilippo
who had retired. Ms. DeFilippo
passed away in February 2017. Dur-
ing his chairmanship, Democrats not
only maintained their record of win-
ning all countywide elections, but
also scored wins in Scotch Plains,
Garwood, Cranford, Springfield,
Roselle Park, Kenilworth; along with
the wins in Summit, Westfield, and
Berkeley Heights.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, the
acting chair of the committee, has
said she is also running for chairman.
She came one vote of the committee’s
endorsement to replace Linda Stender
in the State Assemly in the 22nd Leg-
islative in 2015. (Please see Peek of
Week column at left to see her state-
ment.)

Among those supporting her for
chairman is Linden Mayor Derek
Armstead, who has said he will run
with Mayor Mahr for the committee’s
vice-chairman position.

In 2018, give a gift
that keeps giving all year ...

a Leader/Times Gift Subscription !

Easily done online at:
www.goleader.com/form/subscribe_gift.htm

Or by Check, please cut out and mail this coupon.

Please send my gift subscription starting with the next issue.

The Westfield Leader The SP-F Times

One Year ($36) • Two Years ($68) • Three Years ($99)

Renew GiftNew Gift

Your Tel: Your Email:

Recipient Email:Recipient Tel:

Zip Code:City: State:

Recipient Addr:

Recipient Name:

The Westfield Leader & The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES
PO Box 250, 251 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07091

Tel: 908-232-4407 • Fax: 908-232-0473

Online-only

Your Name:

Make check payable to The Westfield Leader

Each of  52 editions include community
happenings, regional sports, editorial
commentary, arts & entertainment,
educational matters, birth and wedding
announcements, local merchant and
classified Ads and the best local news
coverage around. It's a great way to
welcome a newcomer to the area or keep
an established resident in the know!

Thank You for Your Continued Support!

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Mahr, Scutari Battaling for
Chair of County Dem Committee

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
and State Senator Nick Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden) are battling to re-
place Assemblyman Gerald Green
(D-22nd, Plainfield) as chairman
of the Union County Democratic
Committee. Mr. Green resigned last
week as chairman due to health
reasons.

Ms. Mahr has been vice-chair-
woman the best five years. She has
been Fanwood mayor for 14 years.

“ As acting chair we in the fight for
our future,” she said on Facebook.
“I’m running to be your Union County
Democratic chair. I’ll need you (com-
mittee members) to win.”

Mayor Mahr put out a press release
on Monday that including endorse-
ments from elected officials includ-
ing the mayors of Cranford, Westfield,
Linden, Summit, Roselle, Roselle
Park and Union.

Sen. Scutari said he has been en-
dorsed by 10 municipal chairs and six
of the nine current Union County
Freeholders.

(Please see statements from Sen.
Scutari and Mayor Mahr on Page 5.)

 Frelinghuysen Announces
Retirement From Congress

House Appropriations Committee
Chairman Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-
11th) announced on Monday that he
plans to retire from Congress.

“Today as I announce my retire-
ment at the end of this session of
Congress, I want to use the opportu-
nity to strongly encourage the many
young people I meet to consider
public service,” he said in a state-
ment. “Public service is an incred-
ible way to turn your convictions
into something that serves the
greater good and to do it alongside
people from every walk of life and
background.”

He joins Congressman Frank
LoBionado (R-2nd) as the second
GOP member of New Jersey’s Con-
gressional delegation to retire.

Assemblyman Anthony Bucco
(R-25th, Randolph) is said to be
making calls about his possible can-
didacy for Mr. Frelinghuysen’s
seat, according to njinsider.com.
Six Democrats already have filed
with the Federal Election Commis-
sion (FEC).

Lance Issues Statement On
Retirement of Frelinghuysen
“Rodney Frelinghuysen is one of

the finest public servants to serve the
United States.  From being a sergeant
in Vietnam to chairman of the House
Appropriations Committee, Rodney
has always put our country first.  Pub-
lic service has been one of the great
traditions of the Frelinghuysen fam-
ily over many generations.

“Rodney has taken on one of the
toughest jobs in Congress – appropri-
ating funds to meet the needs of the
nation.  He has excelled in providing
fiscal discipline while addressing the
demands of the federal government,
including providing for the common
defense and our homeland security.
And Rodney has always looked out
for New Jersey, from environmental
protection to the tremendous recov-
ery needs after Hurricane Sandy.  I
have always trusted Rodney’s judg-
ment and counsel.

“New Jersey and our nation are
better for having had Rodney
Frelinghuysen serve in Congress.”
 Bramnick, Steinhardt Comment

On Frelinghuysen Retirement
Assembly Minority Leader Jon

Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)  re-
leased the following statement on
Congressman Rodney
Frelinghuysen’s (R-11th) announce-
ment of his retirement from Congress
at the end of this term:

“Congressman Frelinghuysen was
a statesman.  He always was a gentle-
man and was a leader in Congress.
There is no one in politics who was in
a better position than Rodney to bring
the parties together.   In today’s divi-
sive world of partisan politics and
extreme media, the Congressman was
a beacon of light among elected offi-
cials. I will miss him.  Rodney has
always been a class act.”

Republican State Chairman Doug
Steinhardt has told Republicans that
holding Mr. Frelinghuysen’s 11th dis-
trict House seat will be a priority for
the party in 2018, according to a
report on politicsdw.com.

“It is important that the public
knows we will be digging in for a
tough fight to maintain this seat. We
cannot let Nancy Pelosi take over
New Jersey’s congressional delega-
tion,” Mr. Steinhardt said. “There is a
wealth of talent in the GOP bench,
and  I am confident we will field a
host of well qualified candidates that
will be capable of victory in Novem-
ber.”

John McPartlan Named
St. Pat’s Grand Marshal

COUNTY — The 2018 Union
County Saint Patrick’s Day Parade
Committee has named John
McPartlan of Scotch Plains Grand
Marshal of the 22nd Annual Union
County Saint Patrick’s Day Parade.

Mr. McPartlan, the owner of Molly
Maguire’s Irish Pub and Restaurant
in Clark, has been involved with the
Union County St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade for several years.

“The honor is humbling,” Mr.
McPartlan said. “I am proud to be a
part of this parade and the celebration
of our Irish heritage.”

The Brooklyn native has strong
Irish roots with his father John hailing
from County Leitrim. His mother
Sally Ann O’Connor was the daugh-
ter of William and Mary (Sheridan)

O’Connor, each born and raised from
either side of Ballinrobe in County
Mayo.

The publican is active in local Irish
American circles, most notably for
organizing and hosting the annual
golf outing benefitting the parade.

“John has done so much for both
the parade and for the community,”
Parade General Chairwoman
Kathleen Holmes said. “We are so
proud to have him lead us as this
year’s grand marshal.”

He is a member of the Union County
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, and the
Union County Irish Business Organi-
zation and a champion for the Center
for Hope Hospice and the New Jersey
Coalition of Autism Awareness.

In 2007 he was honored as the
“Irishman of the Year” by the Friendly
Sons of St. Patrick of Union County.

The Grand Marshal will share in
the Union County St. Patrick’s Day
celebrations with his wife, Karen, and
their son Jeffrey, daughter Christie,
daughter in-law Stacey and their son-
in-law Kevin.

Mr. McPartlan will be officially
installed as Grand Marshal on Satur-
day, February 10 at 3 p.m. at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church lo-
cated at 1600 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield.

A reception for the Grand Marshal
will follow at Molly Maguire’s Irish
Pub and Restaurant located at 1085
Central Avenue, Clark, NJ.

The parade will step off at 1 p.m.
sharp on Saturday, March 10, on
Morris Avenue in Union.

For more information, visit
unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

John McPartlan

Mayor Hannen to
Speak Before Chamber

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Area Chamber of Commerce will hold
its second networking event for 2018
on Wednesday, February 21 at 8 a.m.
at Atria Assisted Living, 10 Jackson
Drive in Cranford. The guest speaker
will be Cranford Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr.

The Mayor’s discussion will in-
clude an overview of 2018 projects
and developments relating to
Cranford. The cost of this event is
$15 for members and $20 for future
members. Breakfast is included.

Registration is required at
cranford.com/chamber or by calling
the chamber office at (908) 272-6114.

Mahr Opposes Repeal
Of Clean Power Plan
FANWOOD – Fanwood Mayor

Colleen Mahr added her voice of may-
ors across the nation who stand op-
posed to the EPA’s proposal to repeal
of the Clean Power Plan, Repeal of
Carbon Pollution Emission Guidelines
for Existing Stationary Sources: Elec-
tric Utility Generating Units.

According to Mayor Mahr, “No
one is insulated from the impacts of
climate change – people in cities of
all sizes, along with suburban and
rural communities are all at risk.”

“We cannot act alone. We need the
federal government to provide a path
forward to making meaningful reduc-
tions in carbon pollution while pre-
paring for the impacts of climate
change,” Mayor Mahr said. MR. CHAIRMAN...Union County Freeholder Angel Estrada, right, was elected

chairman of the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA) at the
January 22 Board of Trustees meeting. He is the first Latino to hold the position.
He is shown accepting the gavel as the new chairman from outgoing chairman
Peter Palmer, left, of Somerset County.
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