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“You all voted on it at your orga-
nization meeting (on January 7),”
Mr. Esposito said.

“We know this guy is politically
connected. So what,” he added.

He questioned Mr. Oatman’s ex-
perience in leading the county
workforce. “How many people does
a chief of staff manage?” he asked.
He suggested the board ignored
county policy as the appointment
was “already a done deal.”

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son also questioned the appoint-
ment. “He has no experience at
county management or even the
county,” Mr. Paterson stated.

“I have heavy reservations with
this guy, but he is politically con-
nected,” Mr. Paterson said.

Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados said the board could not
comment on the process used to hire
Mr. Oatman due to pending litigation.

Freeholder Al Mirabella com-
mented that he was “really looking
forward to working with our new
County Manager Oatman. He has
big shoes to fill but I’m sure he’s up
for the position. He will do very
well working with this board and
leading the day-to-day activities of
the operations of Union County.”

Freeholder Bruce Bergen said Mr.
Oatman “is very well qualified” to
be county manager. He responded
to those who questioned Mr.
Oatman’s lack of experience in di-
recting a large staff. “That (manag-
ing staff) is one part of the job, but

Jim Lowney/ County of Union
WINNING TEAM...Color Group Orange from the Union County Student Train-
ing and Enrichment Program (UC STEP) was congratulated last week for
winning the Civic Engagement Challenge of 2018 UC STEP for their campaign,
“Branches Against Bullying.” They were joined by Freeholders Al Mirabella,
second from left, and Linda Carter, right (back row), Union County Deputy
Manager Amy Wagner, far left, and Deana Mesaros, far right (front row), of the
Dept. of Economic Development. Members of Color Group Orange are: Nick
Sofianakos, Arthur L. Johnson High School; Erin Butterfield and David Martinez,
Gov. Livingston High School; Michael Guzman and George McReynolds, John E.
Dwyer Technology Academy; Meital Oshri, Jonathon Dayton High School;
Derrick-Charles Cosby-Hurling and Pierette Foy, Linden High School; Marissa
Policarpio and Nina Suske, New Providence High School; Rashanna Fowler,
Plainfield High School; Kyle Isolda and Sarai G. Romero, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School; Kendra Melendez, Thomas Jefferson Arts Academy, and Sydnee
Alava, Union High School.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TEAM WORK ...These Boy Scouts learn the importance of  team work during one
of the many activities demonstrated during the annual Klondike Derby last
Saturday in the Watchung Reservation.
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Historic Preservation
home’s quirks,” Mr. Stillufsen said.

“(It) sets a precedent to preserve
a historic home,” said Mr. Stillufsen,
describing a relationship between
historic homeowners and the town
to preserve historic homes.

“I cannot find a connection how
this lot sale will go to fix the home,”
HPC commissioner Neil Acito re-
sponded.

Mr. Acito said the logical ratio-
nale would be the profits from a lot
sale would go to paying down the
rest of a pre-existing mortgage and
cannot be guaranteed to fix the his-
toric landmark as promised.

Mr. Acito said if the applicant is
declaring financial hardship as a
reason for subdivision, understand-
ing the financial complexities in-
volved seem relevant.

“You can’t say it costs so much
and not show me how you’re going
to do it,” Mr. Acito said.

Mr. Stillufsen said he was not
comfortable or found it inappropri-
ate to discuss personal financial
matters publicly, a sentiment sup-
ported by HPC commissioner
Michael Fisher.

“I would feel uncomfortable,”
said Commissioner Fisher, respond-
ing to hearing an answer to Mr.
Acito’s question to Mr. Stillufsen
regarding future capital disburse-
ment from the lot sale and the cur-
rent mortgage situation.

Mr. Acito said not only is the
home historic, but so is the
property’s soil. He said a water well
is a historic structure and the soil
can hold historic value. A Revolu-
tionary cannonball and prehistoric
animal bones have been found in
past excavations, said Mr. Acito,
referring to other historic site de-
velopments.

Utilizing Rutgers University’s

free resources to conduct minor re-
search on the soil to preserve any
historical findings before any ap-
proved construction would be rea-
sonable and “a way the commission
could help,” stated Mr. Acito.

“The proposed subdivision de-
stroys 40 percent of a historic site.
Placing a house in front of an exist-
ing structure is a problem for me,”
stated Mr. Wendal.

In 1993, after the Whedon family
made extensive renovations, the
home was officially declared a his-
toric landmark.

The applicant’s attorney, Stephen
Hehl, said from a planning and zon-
ing legal definition the door facing
Chestnut Street is the property’s
front yard.

“My front door is on Chestnut
where my mailbox is. Our Ameri-
can flag is on Chestnut and so is our
wreath,” Mr. Stillufsen said.

Mr. Acito said the front door
would be Fourth Avenue as Chest-
nut Street did not exist for 100 years
until after the home was built. Mr.
Wendal said Fourth Avenue was the
road connecting to modern-day
Elizabeth or “Elizabethtown,” a
major port city.

“I lived in a historic district of
Westfield for 20 years. The costs
associated with up keeping a 50-
year-old home is a lot, let alone a
300-year-old one,” said Kimball
Avenue resident Debby Burslem.

Ms. Burslem said the commis-
sion must support residents with
historic homes to preserve them.

The recommendation will be pre-
sented at the applicant’s Monday,
February 5 planning board hearing.
The HPC makes recommendations
to the planning board, while the
planning board decides the subdi-
vision applications approval or dis-
approval, Town Attorney Tom
Jardim explained.

At the February 5 hearing, the
HPC recommendation will be pre-
sented in a formal written statement
with reasoning for the decision pro-
vided. An “unchosen” oral repre-
sentative or HPC commission mem-
ber will provide testimony at that
hearing.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HIS HONOR...Parag Patel, center, was appointed as Westfield Municipal Judge
for a three-year term Tuesday at the town council meeting. Judge Patel was sworn
in by Union County Superior Court Judge James Hely, left. He stands with his
family, pictured left to right, wife Sonal, and sons Deven and Dhillon. Judge Patel
replaces Brenda Cuba, who also was serving as the municipal court presiding
judge.CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Oatman Named Manager
there are many parts of the job, and
Ed Oatman is particularly experi-
enced in dealing with the many lev-
els of government and that’s some-
thing that Union County is going to
need going forward,” Freeholder
Bergen said.

Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados added in a statement that,
“We are excited to work with him in
moving Union County forward.”

Freeholder Vice-Chairwoman
Bette Jane Kowalski said she “looks
forward to working with Mr.
Oatman.”

In other business, Jerome Feder
and Gregory Baschkoff, both of
Westfield, were reappointed as a
delegate and alternate, respectively,
to the county’s air traffic and noise
advisory board. Zenon Moriak of
Mountainside was re-appointed as
a delegate. All are for two-year
terms. Carol Lombardo was re-ap-
pointed to a three-year term on the
Union County Commission on the
Status of Women Advisory Board.
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Addition
there now,” said Thomas DiGiorgio,
the applicant’s architect.

He added that his design was “very
conscious of the look of the house
outside and inside.”

“I think this is the kind of thing we
like to see and want to encourage,”
board member Theresa Seefelt said.

Mr. Sherry agreed, and was pleased
that the applicant is “willing to invest
and stay in the community.”

The board also memorialized reso-
lutions it previously passed. Those
were: 117 Pleasant Avenue, 185
Westfield Road and 239 Martine Av-
enue.

The next regular meeting will be
Wednesday, February 28.

standing of fraction concepts, and
implement the third year of the Build-
ing Teaching Leadership Capacity
grant supported by the New Jersey
Department of Education in collabo-
ration with Kean University, the Plain-
field Public Schools and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public Schools.

Parent and community engagement
goals include collaborating with the
Scotch Plains Public Library to foster
literacy engagement through evening
programs, review best practices in
website maintenance, review new
compliance guidelines for maintain-
ing school district websites and re-
view how districts use best practices
in Twitter and Facebook accounts.

A PTA-BOE Coffee is scheduled
for this Wednesday, February 6, at
7:30 p.m. at Park Middle School. All
are welcome and encouraged to come
for discussions with BOE members.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, Febru-
ary 15, at 7:30 p.m. in the administra-
tion building at Cedar Street and Ev-
ergreen Avenue in Scotch Plains.
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BOE

New Municipal Judge Sworn
In, Appointments Announced

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Parag Patel was
appointed as municipal judge for a
three-year term Tuesday at the town
council meeting. Judge Patel was
sworn in by Union County Superior
Court Judge James Hely. A Westfield
resident, Judge Patel also serves as a
municipal court judge in Edison, and
is a tax attorney at Patel Law Offices
in Clark. Mr. Patel will replace mu-
nicipal judge Brenda Coppola Cuba,
who was appointed as a prosecutor in
2000 and then judge in 2003.

Having a Westfield connection was
one of the qualifiers for choosing the
judge, Mayor Shelley Brindle said.
“Parag...checked all the boxes,”
Mayor Brindle said. “Westfield resi-
dents, fairness and efficiency” were
some of the other criteria considered,
she said. Mayor Brindle also noted
that Mr. Patel’s wife is a teacher in
Edison, where his two sons attend
school, and that Mr. Patel is a Cub
Scout leader for his sons’ troops.

The town had sent out a request for
proposals for prosecutor, public de-
fender and town attorney, as well as
the judge.

Yvette Gibbons was appointed as
municipal prosecutor for a one-year
term, replacing Prosecutor Anthony
Prieto. A former deputy attorney gen-
eral for the State of New Jersey, she
currently has her own private practice.
Mayor Brindle also noted that Ms. Gib-
bons is a fellow alum of the University
of West Virginia, the mayor’s alma
mater. Robert Bohrod was appointed as
public defender for a one-year term,
replacing Gavin Handwerker. Mr.
Bohrod currently is the public defender
in Millburn and maintains a private
practice in Cranford.

Thomas Jardim, former mayor of
Westfield from 1997 to 2000, was
appointed as town attorney, for a one-
year term.

A group of about 50 residents,
mostly with a law background, served
on an independent review committee
that reviewed the proposals that were
submitted to the town and then rec-
ommended the appointment of the
municipal prosecutor and the public
defender, Mayor Brindle said.

“I wasn’t in the room when these
decisions were made. I wanted to be
as objective as possible,” Mayor
Brindle said.

The mayor said she expects to con-
tinue the process each year.

“It is a way to keep people on their
toes,” she said.

In her opening remarks, Mayor
Brindle announced that Patricia
Hanigan was elected chairwoman of
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) Board of Directors, the
management entity of the town’s Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID).

Frederick Danser, III was appointed
as labor counsel; Jonathan Drill of
Stickel, Koenig, Sullivan and Drill
was selected as special affordable-
housing counsel and the law firm of
Rogut McCarthy of Cranford was
appointed as bond counsel.

Also, Mayor Brindle announced
that Liz Jeffery, a Westfield resident,
had agreed to volunteer as chief eco-
nomic development advisor, a role in
which Ms. Jeffery will establish an

economic development vision for
Westfield. Ms. Jeffery also is an eco-
nomic development consultant for
Fanwood.

Three new committees also were
established. The Technology Advi-
sory Council will be tasked with con-
ducting a technology assessment of
town hall and the town; a Town Hall
Events Committee and a Special and
Adaptive Needs Committee will as-
sess different areas to ensure Westfield
is inclusive and ADA compliant,
Mayor Brindle said.

Additionally, the town is searching
for a part-time public information of-
ficer to coordinate communications of
town departments on behalf of the town
and social media. The town will accept
applications until Friday, February 9.

During resident comment, Allison
Pantor said the pedestrian crossing at
the intersection of Boulevard and
South Avenue is dangerous. She walks
this crosswalk for her commute to
work and said it is challenging to
wave four lanes of traffic to stop in
order to cross the roadway. The Pub-
lic Safety, Transportation and Park-
ing Committee has the crosswalk on
its agenda, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said. The police department
recently recommended the installa-
tion of flashing beacons, and the com-
mittee is to take it under review, Mr.
Gildea said.

Councilman Michael Dardia said
the Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee reviewed a pro-
posed renovation to Lot 7, which
borders North Avenue, Lenox and
Central Avenues. The committee dis-
cussed the beautification of the mu-
nicipal parking lot, pedestrian safety
and increased parking spaces. Coun-
cilman Frank Arena said, during the
workshop session held before the
regular meeting, that the plan calls for
an increase of 20 spaces, which would
make room for 120 total parking
spaces there.

The committee also discussed the
ordinance that sets alternate side of
the street parking for when snow
has fallen three inches deep or
greater. “For some residents in town
it is not realistic to do it,” Mr. Dardia
said.

One of the issues is landlords, rather
than provide parking for their tenants
in the driveway of the rental home,
are renting out their driveway to com-
muters. “It is not a town problem — it
is a landlord-tenant problem,” said
Councilman Doug Stokes in the work-
shop session.

Currently, zoning laws prohibit the
rental of driveways, Mr. Gildea con-
firmed upon a resident questioning if
it was lawful to privately sell a drive-
way or parking space.

Councilman David Contract said
the Green Team is made up of 50
residents focused on four key areas
— waste and recycling, environmen-
tal outreach, alternative energy and
transportation, and visioning and
master planning.

“The teams are working on their
specific plans as we speak,” Mr. Con-
tract said.

An ordinance was passed on final
reading to establish a handicapped
parking space at 301 Linden Avenue
and 505 Cumberland Street.
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