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Fanwood Planning Board
Reorganizes, OK’s Addition

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The planning board
held its reorganization meeting last
Wednesday. Matthew Juckes was re-
appointed as chairman of the plan-
ning board. Dennis Sherry was se-
lected as vice-chairman of the board.

Also, T&M was appointed as the
board engineer and board planner
and Catherine DeAppolonio, of the
law firm Palumbo Renaud &
DeAppolonio, LLC, was named board
attorney. Pat Hoynes was reappointed
as board secretary.

Former councilman Kevin Boris
has been appointed to the board. There
also are more open seats on the board
that are to be filled at a later time.

During the business portion of the
meeting an addition to a home at 55

4th Avenue, which is a corner lot, was
unanimously approved by the board.
The applicant, Ian Cornell, said he is
proposing an addition for a larger
kitchen, family room and bathroom
on the first floor, a reconfigured bath-
room on the second floor to provide
more room for his growing family,
and the basement will have more space
for storage and a playroom. “It gives
us flexibility to stay in the house as
long as we want,” he said.

The house presently has a deck that
measures 360 square feet, and the
applicant will reduce the deck to 168
square feet.

The addition will increase the lot
coverage to 43 percent where the
maximum allowed is 35 percent.
There currently is 38.12 percent lot
coverage.

Freeholder Board Appoints
Ed Oatman as County Mgr.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday appointed Ed Oatman of
Woodbridge as the 12th county man-
ager in a 7-to-1 vote. He will re-
place Alfred Faella of Mountain-
side, who is retiring after nearly
seven years in the job. The appoint-
ment is effective Thursday, March
1.

According to a county press re-
lease, Mr. Oatman, 42, has more
than 16 years of governmental ex-
perience. He assumes responsibil-
ity for the day-to-day operations
and budget of a 21-municipality
government with approximately
2,800 full-time employees.

Mr. Oatman has served as chief
of staff for Senator Nicholas Scutari
for the past six years and for Assem-
blyman James Kennedy (D-22nd,
Rahway) for the past two years. He
was the Union County campaign
coordinator for Governor Phil
Murphy and previously served as
chief of staff for former Assembly-
woman Linda Stender from 2002 to
2006.

He is a partner in Parktowne As-
sociates, a small business focusing
on political consulting and commu-

nity and governmental affairs. Mr.
Oatman has a Bachelor of Science
degree in Political Science from
Kean University. He currently
serves on the Kean University Board
of Trustees. Mr. Oatman is married

and has three children.
Mr. Oatman will be paid

$169,000, $7,000 lower than Mr.
Faella currently is paid. Mr. Faella
was paid $155,000 when he took
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SEEKING COMMUNITY SUPPORT...Members of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club and others gathered on
Sunday morning to record a video asking residents to donate money to fund the refurbishment of the historic Frazee House.
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DEMONSTRATING THEIR SKILLS...Boy Scout troops from around the area
took part in the annual Klondike Derby last Saturday in the Watchung Reserva-
tion, which was transformed into the Yukon region and allowed Scouts to
demonstrate their Scouting skills.

over as manager in 2011.
Only Freeholder Angel Estrada

voted against the resolution appoint-
ing Mr. Oatman as well the intro-
duction of the ordinance setting his
salary. Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh
was not in attendance. The second
reading of the ordinance will on the
agenda for the board’s Thursday,
February 8 meeting.

“I would like to thank the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers for this opportunity as well as
the residents of Union County,” Mr.
Oatman said in a statement released
by the county’s public information
office. “I look forward to continu-
ing the vision and course of action
the freeholder board has set, and to
deliver the best possible services to
our residents. It is an honor to serve
the public in this position.”

Roselle resident Anthony
Esposito questioned the process
used to hire Mr. Oatman saying
written county policy requires es-
tablishment of a county manager
citizens selection committee which
is to includes freeholders as well as
community members. “I don’t think
you followed the guidelines,” he
said, adding that “you’re not prac-
ticing good government.”

Council Votes to Pull Out of
State Health Benefits Prog.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday voted to
end its participation in the State
Health Benefits Program (SHBP)
and switch to a private carrier to
provide insurance for township em-
ployees.

At the special meeting — which
clocked in at less than seven minutes
— Township Manager Al Mirabella
said he had been asked by the coun-
cil to see if there were “opportunities
to save money” on health insurance.

Three insurance brokers were con-
sidered, although Mr. Mirabella said
several others declined, feeling they
would not be able to beat what the
state program was charging.

Acrisure LLC of Woodbridge was
chosen to serve as health insurance
broker for 2018, and Lisa Narcise
from the firm spoke briefly to the
council on Tuesday. She said that
Horizon Blue Cross/Blue Shield
would provide coverage to most of
the township’s employees, as it has
under the state plan. Mr. Mirabella
said that about 90 percent of munici-
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HIT THE TARGET...This Boy Scout gets ready to fling an ax at the target during
the annual Klondike Derby last Saturday in the Watchung Reservation, which
was transformed into the Yukon region and allowed Scouts to demonstrate their
Scouting skills.

pal employees are covered by Hori-
zon so their coverage will not be
noticeably affected.

Ms. Narcise said there would be a
3.83-percent reduction in annual
costs, or about $115,000 in savings.
She added that Acrisure would re-
evaluate the township’s coverage six
months and a year down the road to
see if any further savings can be real-
ized. She said the benefits that town-
ship employees would receive will be
“equal to or better” than the state
plan. The township had switched to
the state plan in July 2015.

“If it was not an undersized lot, the
applicant probably wouldn’t be here,”
Mr. Sherry said.

T&M, the board engineer, had said
in a letter that the applicant will have
to add a stormwater management sys-
tem such as a drywell or a rain garden
because of the additional impervious
surface, Mr. Sherry said.

The expansion will extend from
the rear 12 feet deep and 26 feet wide.

“The finishes will match what is
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SP-F PTA Honors BOE Members
At Board of Education Meeting

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the district’s Parent Teacher’s Asso-
ciation (PTA) came to the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Board of Education
meeting Tuesday evening to thank
board members for their volunteerism.

Jennifer Power, who spoke on be-
half of the PTA, said that the PTA is
very aware of all of the hours that
members put into serving the district
and how much time it takes to be
effective. She touched on the fact that
members attend many committee
meetings as well as the regular board
meetings. She noted that board mem-
bers give up a lot of their free time to
serve the school district.

Board members were given a deco-
rated token of appreciation by a PTA
member.

Ms. Power concluded by reciting a
quote that she said was taken from
Hellen Keller stating, “alone we can
do little but together we can do so
much.”

 Superintendent of Schools, Mar-

garet Hayes, Ed.D, as well as board of
education members thanked the PTA
for the recognition.

In other business, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) se-
nior Sabrina DiLollo was honored by
board members and a resolution was
read in her honor for her work on the
SPFHS Girls’ Varsity Soccer team
and for being named as an East Coast
All-American by the United Soccer
Coaches.

In addition, Ryan Miller, SPFHS’s
athletic director and assistant princi-
pal, was recognized for being given a
Sectional Award of Merit from the
Directors of Athletics Association of
New Jersey (DAANJ). A resolution
was read in his honor and his wife and
three children were there to congratu-
late him.

In other business, the district’s
2017-2018 goals that were first pre-
sented at the prior January meeting
by Superintendent Hayes were unani-
mously accepted by the board. The
goals were in four major areas includ-
ing: Health and Wellness, Real World

Connections Across the Curriculum,
Professional Development, and Com-
munity/Parent Engagement.

Under Health and Wellness some
of the goals mentioned included: brain
breaks to re-group, develop and imple-
ment social skills activities in the
elementary schools for identified stu-
dents, and new scheduling options
will be implemented to improve stu-
dents’ learning experiences.

Under Real World Connections
Across the Curriculum an Arts Inte-
gration team will examine integrating
art and music into the seventh grade
writing workshop, review innovative
practices to implement more Science,
Technology, Engineering Art and
Math (STEAM) activities and
proficiencies for grades K-8 during
the 2018 and 2019 school year and to
continue teacher professional devel-
opment.

Under Professional Development
the district has set goals to deepen
understanding of math teaching as
well as students’ conceptual under-

Ed Oatman
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Historic Preservation Comm.
Recom. Subdivision Denial
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
(HPC) this week recommended the
proposed subdivision application
for 667 Fourth Avenue “as presented
be denied for the reasons set forth
through the discussions of the HPC
and the testimony of the applicant.”

At Monday night’s hearing, HPC
commission members approved the
recommendation with a 9-to-2 vote.
The application prompted commis-
sion discussion on financing solu-
tions for homeowners to protect his-
toric sites moving forward.

The property is pre-Revolution-
ary, dating back to 1763, when
Matthias Sayre purchased a 55-acre
lot, stated HPC commissioner Rob-
ert Wendal. “Captain Sayre” was a
Continental Army wagon master,
with the property being important
to Westfield’s relevance as “the
crossroads of the Revolution,” Mr.

Wendal stated.
“The property was raided by the

British with Sayre’s silver, linen,
and finest hat stolen,” Mr. Wendal
explained.

In 1822, prominent Westfield
merchant Samuel Downer, Jr. pur-
chased the property. Mr. Downer
was instrumental in the prolifera-
tion of the railroad which has made
“downtown Westfield a strong busi-
ness center,” stated Mr. Wendal.

“We love our house and that it is
historic. We love (that) you feel like
you are going back to 1763. That is
why we are subdividing it,” said
applicant and current homeowner
Andrew Stillufsen.

Mr. Stillufsen said there is no
sub-floor beneath and no installa-
tions. When a cold front moved in
several weeks ago the kitchen was
40 degrees Fahrenheit. The money
from the property sale to a devel-
oper will be utilized to “resolve the
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