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Historic Preservation Comm.
Recommends Subdivision Denial

Resident Questions
Transparency of Board

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
(HPC) this week recommended the
proposed subdivision application for
667 Fourth Avenue “as presented be
denied for the reasons set forth
through the discussions of the HPC
and the testimony of the applicant.”

At Monday night’s hearing, HPC
commission members approved the

recommendation with a 9-to-2 vote.
The application prompted commis-
sion discussion on financing solu-
tions for homeowners to protect his-
toric sites moving forward.

The property is pre-Revolutionary,
dating back to 1763, when Matthias
Sayre purchased a 55-acre lot, stated
HPC commissioner Robert Wendal.
“Captain Sayre” was a Continental
Army wagon master, with the prop-
erty being important to Westfield’s
relevance as “the crossroads of the
Revolution,” Mr. Wendal stated.

“The property was raided by the
British with Sayre’s silver, linen, and
finest hat stolen,” Mr. Wendal ex-
plained.

In 1822, prominent Westfield mer-
chant Samuel Downer, Jr. purchased
the property. Mr. Downer was instru-
mental in the proliferation of the rail-
road which has made “downtown
Westfield a strong business center,”
stated Mr. Wendal.

“We love our house and that it is
historic. We love (that) you feel like
you are going back to 1763. That is
why we are subdividing it,” said ap-
plicant and current homeowner An-

drew Stillufsen.
Mr. Stillufsen said there is no sub-

floor beneath and no installations.
When a cold front moved in several
weeks ago the kitchen was 40 degrees
Fahrenheit. The money from the prop-
erty sale to a developer will be uti-
lized to “resolve the home’s quirks,”
Mr. Stillufsen said.

“(It) sets a precedent to preserve a
historic home,” said Mr. Stillufsen,
describing a relationship between his-
toric homeowners and the town to
preserve historic homes.

“I cannot find a connection how
this lot sale will go to fix the home,”
HPC commissioner Neil Acito re-
sponded.

Mr. Acito said the logical rationale
would be the profits from a lot sale
would go to paying down the rest of a
pre-existing mortgage and cannot be
guaranteed to fix the historic land-
mark as promised.

Mr. Acito said if the applicant is
declaring financial hardship as a rea-
son for subdivision, understanding
the financial complexities involved
seem relevant.

Cranford Begins Review
Of Municipal Budget

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Mayor Thomas
H. Hannen, Jr. and township commit-
tee members on Saturday reviewed
major budget categories as part of the
2018 municipal spending plan. The
review included meeting with seven
municipal department heads over the
course of a four-hour-long meeting.

The meeting helps determine ap-
propriate 2018 budget measures, as-
sessing how much each department
was given in total funds in 2017, the
actual amount spent under or over
budget, and assessed dollars needed
for 2018.

One budget report contained the
public pools as one category and rec-
reation and parks in another. The six
other budget presentation categories
included the police, fire and health
departments, engineering, planning
and zoning boards, and buildings and
grounds.

 Recreation and Parks Director
Steve Robertazzi stated efforts are
being made to analyze why public
pool membership is down. A review
of the pools marketing plan, fee struc-
tures, membership enrollment period,
and ways to enhance members’ expe-
rience is underway, stated Deputy
Mayor Ann Dooley.

The pools membership base is 75
percent Cranford residents and 25
percent non-Cranford residents, Mr.
Robertazzi said. Councilman Patrick
Giblin said enhancing facilities with
Wifi could be an incentive for parents
who work from home to join, as they
could multi-task work and parental
obligations.

“Parents could catch up on work as
their kids have fun,” Mr. Giblin said.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — At last Wednes-
day night’s planning board meeting,
resident Jim Carvalho said he had
concerns with planning board mem-
bers not originally filing financial
disclosure forms. He questioned
board members’ listed or not-listed
real-estate interests, and noted that
Maser Consulting contributed to
Commissioner Mary O’Connor’s
campaign.

“You guys have incredible power.
You affect all of our lives,” said Mr.
Carvalho while emphasizing the im-
pact the planning board has on the
community.

Mr. Carvalho said Maser Consult-
ing donated $500 to Commissioner
O’Connor’s campaign. Maser Con-
sulting is an engineering firm that has
been awarded service contracts by
the township.

“Do I not believe she could be

influenced? Not one centimeter. Mary
would not sell our town out for $500,”
Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley re-
sponded.

Ms. Dooley said she ran against
Ms. O’Connor and she never once
would question her integrity. The “in-
house engineering model” versus con-
tracting an “outsourced” engineering
firm was at the crux of their campaign
debates, stated Ms. Dooley.

Ms. Dooley said she remains firm
on the township committee’s integ-
rity. When Maser Consulting was
approved for contracts, “never once
did it occur to me” campaign contri-
butions were in the township
committee’s decision process,” Ms.
Dooley stated.

All planning board members have
now filed required financial disclo-
sure forms, Mr. Carvalho stated. Mr.
Carvalho said he was happy to see the
change, but said board members

Ms. Dooley said lounge chairs at
the indoor facility could be a good
addition to enhance membership and
member involvement.

Municipal Engineer William Masol
said that hiring an assistant engineer
could increase department efficiency.
The addition would be financially
prudent given less external engineers
would have to be paid during projects,
Mr. Masol added.

Mr. Masol said during January the
engineering department revenue to-
taled 25 percent of his salary, not
including inspection revenue col-
lected. He proposed hiring an intern
to do what may seem more “menial
tasks,” but are important to depart-
ment efficiency. The intern was pro-
posed as an addition to an assistant
engineer. The proposed internship
would be for college engineering stu-
dents, spanning from May until late
August, totaling an estimated $16,000
in compensation.

Mr. Giblin stated his concerns with
overcompensation. He suggested a
middle ground between competitive
pay and making the compensation
reasonable. Mr. Giblin said a reduced
internship time period to see how
necessary the time period is per
workflow may be best, suggesting
starting with an eight-week intern-
ship.

Ms. Dooley said Mr. Masol may be
correct in his financial assumptions
when looking at possible workloads
associated with the QuickChek,
WaWa, Hartz Mountain and
Birchwood projects.

Department of Public Works Su-
perintendent Steve Wardell said an
expected evolution he plans to see in

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
HIS HONOR...Parag Patel, center, was appointed as Westfield Municipal Judge for a three-year term Tuesday at the town
council meeting. Judge Patel was sworn in by Union County Superior Court Judge James Hely, left. He stands with his family,
pictured left to right, wife Sonal, and sons Deven and Dhillon. Judge Patel replaces Brenda Cuba, who also was serving as
the Municipal Court Presiding Judge.

Sarah McGrail for The Westfield Leader
GO BLUE DEVILS!...The Westfield High School football team was honored by
the board of education at the January 23 meeting. The team has a 37-game winning
streak including three consecutive New Jersey State Championships.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SQUAD MILESTONE...The Cranford First Aid Squad was honored by the
township committee January 23 for celebrating its 65th anniversary. Pictured,
Squad President Kent Lucas receives a proclamation from Mayor Thomas
Hannen, Jr., as Captain Kailyn Grant, second from right, and Recording Secre-
tary Sue Lucas look on.

Courtesy of Ken Donnelly
BOY SCOUTS ADVENTURE...Cub Scout Pack 171 from Wilson Elementary
School participate in the Klondike Derby Trek Scouting event at Watchung
Reservation on Saturday. Pictured, from left to right, are: fifth-graders Brendan
Mueller, Cole Mueller, Zach Latessa, Logan Peterson, Carson Donnelly, Nick
Cassara and Brenton Hatch.

New Municipal Judge Sworn In,
Appointments Announced
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Parag Patel was
appointed as municipal judge for a
three-year term Tuesday at the town
council meeting. Judge Patel was
sworn in by Union County Superior
Court Judge James Hely. A Westfield
resident, Judge Patel also serves as a
municipal court judge in Edison, and
is a tax attorney at Patel Law Offices
in Clark. Mr. Patel will replace mu-
nicipal judge Brenda Coppola Cuba,
who was appointed as a prosecutor in
2000 and then judge in 2003.

Having a Westfield connection was
one of the qualifiers for choosing the
judge, Mayor Shelley Brindle said.
“Parag...checked all the boxes,”

Mayor Brindle said. “Westfield resi-
dents, fairness and efficiency” were
some of the other criteria considered,
she said. Mayor Brindle also noted
that Mr. Patel’s wife is a teacher in
Edison, where his two sons attend
school, and that Mr. Patel is a Cub
Scout leader for his sons’ troops.

The town had sent out a request for
proposals for prosecutor, public de-
fender and town attorney, as well as
the judge.

Yvette Gibbons was appointed as
municipal prosecutor for a one-year
term, replacing Prosecutor Anthony
Prieto. A former deputy attorney gen-
eral for the State of New Jersey, she
currently has her own private prac-
tice. Mayor Brindle also noted that

Ms. Gibbons is a fellow alum of the
University of West Virginia, the
mayor’s alma mater. Robert Bohrod
was appointed as public defender for
a one-year term, replacing Gavin
Handwerker. Mr. Bohrod currently is
the public defender in Millburn and
maintains a private practice in Cran-
ford.

Thomas Jardim, former mayor of
Westfield from 1997 to 2000, was
appointed as town attorney, for a one-
year term.

A group of about 50 residents,
mostly with a law background, served
on an independent review committee
that reviewed the proposals that were
submitted to the town and then rec-
ommended the appointment of the
municipal prosecutor and the public
defender, Mayor Brindle said.

“I wasn’t in the room when these
decisions were made. I wanted to be
as objective as possible,” Mayor
Brindle said.

The mayor said she expects to con-
tinue the process each year.

“It is a way to keep people on their
toes,” she said.

In her opening remarks, Mayor
Brindle announced that Patricia
Hanigan was elected chairwoman of
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) Board of Directors, the
management entity of the town’s Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID).

Frederick Danser, III was appointed
as labor counsel; Jonathan Drill of
Stickel, Koenig, Sullivan and Drill
was selected as special affordable-
housing counsel and the law firm of
Rogut McCarthy of Cranford was
appointed as bond counsel.

Also, Mayor Brindle announced
that Liz Jeffery, a Westfield resident,
had agreed to volunteer as chief eco-
nomic development advisor, a role in
which Ms. Jeffery will establish an
economic development vision for
Westfield. Ms. Jeffery also is an eco-
nomic development consultant for
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