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GARWOOD
Sunday, December 16, while

on patrol a Garwood police of-
ficer observed a male in dark-
colored clothing walking on Sec-
ond Avenue and peering over a
fence to look into a yard at the
corner of Cedar Street. The of-
ficer stopped the individual, who
was later identified as Carlos
Tolson-Cruz, 25, of Elizabeth, and
asked him why he was looking
over the fence, but Tolson-Cruz
was not able to provide a reason.
Tolson-Cruz was run for war-
rants and an active warrant out
of Linden for $1,000 was found.
Tolson-Cruz was placed under
arrest and transported to police
headquarters for processing. The
Linden Police Department re-
sponded to Garwood and trans-
ported Tolson-Cruz back to Lin-
den on the outstanding warrant.

Saturday, November 24, while

on patrol on South Avenue an
officer observed a dark-colored
Acura TL with New York plates
occupied by two black males trav-
eling eastbound at a high rate of
speed. The officer attempted to
initiate a stop of the vehicle but
the suspect vehicle refused to
stop and proceeded into
Cranford, disregarding traffic
lights and continuing at a high
rate of speed. At that time, the
Westfield Police Department was
reporting the vehicle to be stolen
out of their jurisdiction. The
Garwood officer continued to fol-
low the vehicle but terminated
the pursuit at North and Centen-
nial Avenues due to unsafe
speeds.

Further investigation by the
Westfield Police Department as
well as members of the Irvington
Police Department determined
that the vehicle was used in the
commission of an armed robbery
in Irvington on November 25,
and the suspect who operated
the vehicle during the armed rob-
bery was the same individual
who was operating the vehicle
when it was in Garwood. The
individual’s name is being with-
held due to his age. The juvenile
has been issued several juvenile
complaints and motor vehicle
summons from Garwood and has
been remanded to juvenile de-
tention by the Irvington Police
Department pending court.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, December 5, Myer

Armstrong, 21, of Bayonne,
Christopher Grullon, 20, of Hill-
side, Marc Greene, 18, of
Bayonne, and Pathani Cosmeus,
21, of Linden were arrested and
charged with shoplifting, pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia after police units
were dispatched to a business on
the 200 block of South Avenue
East for a shoplifting. Armstrong
also was charged with suspected
marijuana and paraphernalia
found in his possession. They all
were processed and provided
with municipal court appearance
dates.

Thursday, December 6, Mat-
thew Dippold, 35, of Hoboken
and Jacquelin Remo, 35, of Old
Bridge were arrested and charged
with distribution of a controlled
dangerous substance, possession
of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance and possession of drug
paraphernalia after police
stopped two motor vehicles in
the parking lot of a business on
the 300 block of North Avenue
for a suspected drug transaction
witnessed between both drivers.
Dippold was charged with distri-
bution of a controlled dangerous
substance, possession of sus-
pected oxycodone and posses-
sion of suspected THC oils. Remo
was charged with possession of
suspected oxycodone and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.
They were both processed and
provided with state Superior
Court appearance dates. In ad-
dition, $2,436 in currency was
seized from Dippold as a result of
the crimes.

Saturday, December 8, Jeffery
Locklear, 26, of Accomac, Va.,
was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI)
following a motor vehicle stop at
North Avenue East and Alden
Street for erratic driving. Locklear
was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
careless driving, an improper lane
change, unclear plates, no valid
registration card in his posses-
sion and no valid insurance card
in his possession.

Monday, December 10, Jose
Castellanos-Gonzales, 23, of
Dover was arrested and charged
with possession of drug para-
phernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop on the Garden State
Parkway 137 Exchange for er-
ratic driving. Castellanos-
Gonzales was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court ap-
pearance date.

Since the repeal of Prohibition
in 1933, federal and state legis-
latures have passed laws and
spent billions trying to mitigate
the negative outcomes associ-
ated with alcohol abuse. Despite
raising the minimum drinking age
to 21, alcohol remains the most
commonly used and abused drug
among youth in the United States
to this day.  New Jersey’s re-
sponse to this challenge is to go
local. The Governor’s Council on
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse
(GCADA) funds over 400 Munici-
pal Alliances, serving more than
530 municipalities across the
state, including Cranford and
Westfield. These volunteer com-
munity coalitions, guided and ad-
ministered by county advisory
committees, are charged with
executing three core functions:
policy and planning; public edu-
cation; and prevention program-
ming.

Municipal Alliances begin by
gathering data. For example, re-
search into the root causes of
underage drinking in Cranford
revealed a low perception of risk
among both youth and adults, as
well as low parental disapproval
of teen drinking in general.
Cranford’s Alliance members also
noted studies showing that chil-
dren in New Jersey can start
experimenting with alcohol as
young as 10 or 11. This guided
the decision to use their grant
funding to support early inter-
vention with a particular focus on
families. Cranford Alliance Chair,
William llaria, describes the
coalition’s mission: “To create a
positive, loving environment that
is intolerant of underage drink-
ing by providing support to the
families, schools, youth organi-
zations, and local businesses that
do not condone it. In short,

Cranford has declared that as a
community, we will not provide
alcohol or drugs to our young
people and we will not tolerate
anyone else doing so either.”

In order to cultivate such an
environment, the Cranford Alli-
ance seeks to partner with orga-
nizations that come into contact
with local families and youth.
Schools, of course, are the most
reliable way to connect with stu-
dents and parents. The Alliance
donates money towards school
alcohol and drug prevention ini-
tiatives such as the Red Ribbon
Week and Project Graduation
events, as well as educational
classroom programs like Project
Alert, which is administered by
Cranford Police Juvenile Bureau
school resource officers. On a
larger scale, the Alliance spon-
sors fun alcohol-free events, such
as the Town-wide BBQ and Na-
tional Night Out.

Cranford’s residents also en-
counter alcohol prevention mes-
saging in more casual ways, such
as the “21 Means 21” signs posted
all over town, or through talks at
Back to School night, Scout meet-
ings, or sports try-outs. The
Alliance’s Facebook page sup-
ports parents’ efforts to keep
their children drug and alcohol
free, sharing ideas for dinnertime
conversation starters and family
friendly events.

Prevention works. The National
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration estimates that over 900
lives a year have been saved
since the drinking age was raised
to 21 in the 1980’s. However,
according to the Supervisor of
the Cranford Police Juvenile Bu-
reau, Detective Sergeant Mat-
thew Nazzaro, education and em-
powerment of juveniles will al-
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ways trump enforcement. Sgt.
Nazzaro continues, “Enforcement
and ‘arrests’ are what occur when
the substance use disorder prob-
lem has boiled over. Our goal in
the Police Department Juvenile
Bureau is to prevent arrests by
helping our kids understand the
‘why’ behind laws prohibiting un-
derage consumption of alcohol.”
Parental outreach is important
as well. “We need to debunk this
perception about underage con-
sumption and experimentation
being a ‘rite of passage’. Drink-
ing disorders don’t happen over-
night, and they don’t discrimi-
nate. They begin with our youth
in these critical years of social
and physical growth.” The “edu-
cation and empowerment” called
for in this mission is directly sup-
ported by the volunteer mem-
bers of the Cranford and Westfield
Municipal Alliances.

For more information or to join,
please email:
CranfordMunicipalAlliance@gmail.com
or WestfieldAlliance@gmail.com.

Municipal Alliance Minute
A minute of parent information
to help stop teen alcohol abuse
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