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Garwood Planning Bd. OKs
Auto Body Site Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Applicant DJB
Holdings, LLC. was unanimously
approved for a site plan at 3
Lincoln Avenue at Tuesday’s plan-
ning board meeting. David Bush
stated DJB Holdings is the official
title in which he operates his
auto repair business at the 3
Lincoln Avenue location. Mr. Bush
stated he was seeking site-plan
approval to repair an eroding
parking lot. Planning board mem-
ber Bill Nierstedt stated, “the
location” is the “first business”
people will see when visiting
Garwood, making the property
analogically a first impression of
the borough’s business district
and downtown.

The applicant’s engineer,
Catherine Mueller, stated the
proposed designs allow for the
“client’s maximization of the
property” while increasing the
“green scape.”

The board granted variance re-
lief allowing the business’ title to
be listed on a “grounded monu-
ment sign” versus a pole sign
allowed by ordinance. Mr. Bush
stated the “monument sign” will
be aesthetically similar to the
business across the street’s sign,
which happens to be located on
the “Cranford side of the street,”
stated Mr. Bush.

Borough ordinance allows a sign
to have a maximum area of 40
square feet, while the proposed

ment in the district is projected
to remain stable. The projected
enrollment for 2022-2023 is
3,935 which indicates stability.
There is one large housing devel-
opment which has received ap-
proval from the Cranford Plan-
ning and Zoning Board which
could potentially add 99 addi-
tional students to the enrollment
projection” (referring to the
Birchwood Avenue develop-
ment).

Hartz Mountain’s 750 Walnut

Avenue application to rezone to
residential for 905 apartments
with the planning board was not
considered in the study as the
application is still ongoing, and
other housing that could come
on board due to the township’s
affordable-housing obligations is
not considered in this study.

The school district is to prepare
a community survey where resi-
dents can weigh in on the plans
presented, and one plan will be
selected by the school district to

put forth on a bond referendum
in December 2019. The bond
referendum is to include both a
capital bond for facility upgrades
to the schools, as well as the cost
associated with the plan selected
to repurpose the schools.

The school district also is to
hold additional question-and-an-
swer meetings for residents,
scheduled for Tuesday, January
22, at Livingston Avenue School;
Tuesday, February 5, at Orange
Avenue School; Thursday, Feb-
ruary 7, at Hillside Avenue School,
and Tuesday, February 19, at
Brookside Place School.

The full study can be found on
the school district website.

One resident contacted The
Westfield Leader via e-mail. Resi-
dent Kevin Comer, in his state-
ment, wrote, “As a voter, a fa-
ther and a husband of an educa-
tor, this is concerning that an in-
depth educational analysis wasn’t
done prior to releasing the origi-
nal option to determine which
plan was best for the academic
and social-emotional aspect of
all children of Cranford. My hope
is that third-party educational
research will be aligned to pro-
posals so voters can make an
informed decision or determine
vote no for status quo.

“Based on the population
growth of Cranford, and all the
housing projects, the reinvest-
ment into our schools is required.
But introducing busing into
Cranford creates a long-term fi-
nancial burden on the school sys-
tem from an operational budget
aspect, which is money that could
be put back into the classroom,
and make sure the foundation of
our school system — the teach-
ers — receive a pay raise,” Mr.
Comer wrote.

tendent Quigley.
The Curriculum and Instruction

focus group’s defined their goal
as “Creating a learning environ-
ment that supports and maxi-
mizes student achievement for
students in Pre-K to 8th grade at
every level.” The focus group
stated that exploring scheduling
conflicts and innovating ways to
reduce conflicts is an action step
towards achieving their goal in
the upcoming years.

Aligning curriculum with New
Jersey Lawyers Service (NJLS)
and 21st-century skills, while ar-
ticulating communication with
Arthur L. Johnson High School
and Union County Vo-Tech
Schools to ensure successful tran-
sitions for high-school students
remains a priority, said Superin-
tendent Quigley.

Technology updates will pro-
vide students with a personal-
ized and differentiated learning
experiences was a stated action
towards Curriculum and

Instruction’s focus group achiev-
ing their goals.

The Community Outreach and
Engagement group’s stated that
expanding parent partnership
nights would increase parent par-
ticipation, adding to the “small-
town tight-knit community”
strength the district exhibits.

Board of education member
Amanda Langston stated that
family engagement events in-
clude events such as I-Steam
family nights where families can
work at home with their children
on projects and present them in
a showcase at the Lincoln School
gym.

Ms. Langston also said creating
family nights for the sixth-grade
project including G.R.E.A.T.
project and developing the
fourth-grade “Wax Museum” into
a family night could provide out-
lets for parents to engage their
children’s peers while develop-
ing friendships with fellow par-
ents.

Garwood Strategic Plan Meeting

Cranford Unveils Plans to ‘Reimagine’ Schools
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Cranford Adopts Housing
Plan; RDP Ordered to Rise

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – On December 7,
Superior Court Judge Camille
Kenny ordered the township to
add 20 units to its realistic devel-
opment potential (RDP), bring-
ing up its RDP to 105, Mike
Mistretta of Harbor Consultants,
the township’s affordable-hous-
ing planning consultant, said at
the planning board meeting last
Wednesday. Mr. Mistretta pre-
sented to the planning board the
township’s housing plan element
and fair share plan, which the
board unanimously adopted.

Judge Kenny also granted the
township, on December 7, an-
other three months of immunity
from builder’s remedy lawsuits,
through March 31, 2019, to pro-
vide that time for the township to
sit down with the Fair Share Hous-
ing Center to settle its third-
round affordable-housing obliga-
tion, Jeffrey Surenian, the
township’s affordable-housing at-
torney, told The Westfield Leader
and and The Times. The Fair
Share Housing Center has not
yet responded to the township
with a date, Mr. Surenian told
The Leader/Times.

In addition to the 105 RDP, the
township would have an unmet
need of affordable-housing units
of somewhere between 335 and
591, Mr. Mistretta said.

Harbor Consultants proposed a
North and South Avenue overlay
zone to provide an additional
1,439 total units that would in-
clude a 20-percent affordable-
housing component, equating to
287 affordable-housing units,
according to the housing plan
element and fair share plan.

The overlay zone was created
to capture that unmet need, Mr.
Mistretta said. Within the over-
lay zone is the Office Residential
Character (ORC) zone that has
been amended to loosen the re-
strictions to incentivize develop-
ers, Mr. Mistretta said. The ORC
zone would have a conditional
use of 20 units per acre. He said
those standards currently exist
in the zone.

Resident Rita La Brutto of Ar-
lington Road questioned when
this change had occurred, be-
cause she said it had been zoned
for two-family homes, not at 20
units per acre. She said she could
find nowhere in the planning
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