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THE VOICE...Marion Drew, Director of Choral & Theater Activities at Mount
Saint Mary Academy in Watchung, reported that four members of the Academy’s
Chorale, who competed during the weekend of December 8 for acceptance into the
Central Jersey Region Chorus, Victoria Coey of Flemington, Maggie Coleman of
Bernardsville, Michelle Colman of Scotch Plains, and Jerrine George of Edison,
auditioned with 600 of New Jersey's best singers for 300 coveted spots and will be
performing in February at the CJMEA Chorus concert. Pictured, left to right, are:
Maggie, Victoria, Jerrine and Michelle.

Grammy Winner Jon Secada
To Perform at Enlow Hall

HILLSIDE - Kean Stage has an-
nounced Grammy Award winner Jon
Secada has been added to its roster
of world-class entertainment for the
2018/19 season.
Mr. Secada is
slated to close out
the season with a
concert at Kean
U n i v e r s i t y ’ s
Enlow Recital
Hall on Saturday,
May 4, 2019.

 With a career
spanning over two
decades, three
Grammy Awards,
20 million albums
sold and starring
roles on Broad-
way, Jon Secada
is recognized as an international
superstar by both fans and peers
alike for his soulful and melodic
voice.

Mr. Secada has scored numerous
hits in both English and Spanish,
establishing him as one of the first
bilingual artists to have international
crossover success. He is known for
his romantic melodies, including
“Just Another Day,” “Do You Be-
lieve in Us,” “Angel, I’m Free” and
“Do You Really Want Me”.

 The Cuban-born singer/
songwriter has also written hits for
other artists including Jennifer
Lopez, Ricky Martin and Gloria
Estefan, for whom he started out as

a backup singer. Mr. Secada has
performed with Luciano Pavarotti,
recorded with Frank Sinatra and
starred in the hit Broadway musi-

cals Grease ,
Cabaret and Jo-
seph and the
A m a z i n g
T e c h n i c o l o r
Dreamcoat.

 In 2011, the
Cuban-American
community of
Union City hon-
ored Mr. Secada
with a star on the
Walk of Fame in
Celia Cruz Plaza.

 Jon Secada
will perform at
7:30 p.m. Satur-

day, May 4, 2019, at Enlow Recital
Hall, located at 215 North Avenue,
Hillside  Tickets can be purchased
at the Kean Stage Box Office in
Wilkins Theatre at Kean Univer-
sity, 1000 Morris Avenue, Union,
by phone at (908) 737-7469 or at
www.keanstage.com.

Jon Secada

WHS Band Christmas Tree
Collection Sign Ups Open

WESTFIELD – Sign up early to
have your Christmas tree removed
by Westfield students is the mes-
sage from the music department at
Westfield High School.

The yearly January collection by
the Westfield High School Band and
Choir students is oversubscribed ev-
ery year and many residents miss out
because they try to register too late.

For just $20, the music students
will remove your Christmas tree
from the curbside outside your home
on Sunday, January 6, and take it to
the Conservation Center.

To make a reservation, email
www.westfieldxmastree.com. Res-
ervations will not be accepted after
December 31, and may have to close

earlier if too many requests are
made.

Trees should be placed at the
curbside at the front of your home
by 9 a.m. on January 6 with cash or
a check (made out to WHS Music)
for $20 attached to the tree or placed
in your mailbox.

This fundraiser supports over 400
Westfield music students in reaching
their musical goals throughout the
school year by providing funding for
equipment, clinicians and perfor-
mance trips.

If you have questions regarding the
collection, email
whsxmas@gmail.com or contact
WHS Band Director Chris Vitale at
(908) 789-4500, ext. 4551.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Watching director Wash
Westmoreland’s Colette, about the
life and times of Gabrielle Colette,
the heralded French literary figure
whose celebrated “Claudine” novels
were published under her husband’s
name, I feared I wasted my life by
never having moved to Paris. Such
hyperbolic self-examination, while
exaggerated for my own literary pur-
poses here, is nonetheless proof of
what a fine period piece this film is.
Still, while boasting Keira Knightley
in a superb title portraiture, those
indifferent to belles-lettres and avant-
garde sensibilities need not apply.

Truth be told, even this foppish
reviewer felt that fifteen or so min-
utes of this studiously etched biogra-
phy might have been lopped off with-
out serious detriment. But oh, the
depicted enchantment of Paris in the
late 19th Century…now that’s the place
to be if you feature yourself in the
business of turning a phrase. Art di-
rection and set design splendidly re-
alized through an understated, mat-
ter-of-fact sense of realism epitomize
what we imagine when speaking of
escaping to the movies. Sit here, out-
side a café, eating a baguette, and
being so je ne sais quoi.

The stage set, the topics are univer-
sal, only maybe even more so. While
there’s no discounting the importance
of a certain amount of present-
mindedness when delving into a pre-
vious era, Colette’s insight-filled look
at feminist issues intelligently reminds
that we’ve come a long, but certainly
not a long enough way, baby. Repre-
senting what it means to be stultified
by outdated mores and folkways spe-
cifically instituted to aggrandize their
oppressors, it has been brave women
like Colette who have steadily chis-
eled away at the shackles that con-
strained them.

It is unlike any other revolution in
that the insurgent, while petitioning
for her cause, is in the tricky position
of wanting to preserve much of a
society that has otherwise sought to
perpetuate her 2nd class citizenship.
All of which might explain why there’s
a whole group of women who, as
evidenced by their voting habits,
would rather be Adam’s rib than a
full-fledged, independent-thinking
Eve. Tsk, tsk. Such are the inequities
of socialization. But while ladies of
the status quo are painted in literature
as sad figures, being a firebrand like
Colette takes a bunch of chutzpah.

In good part, Colette symbolizes
the power we hope humans possess,
the mental acumen to progressively
evolve into whatever our touted big
brain can imagine. Flip the right syn-
apse and perhaps we’ll even be able
to fly. What do birds have on us,
anyway? In any case, the idea is that
Colette, born Sidonie-Gabrielle
Colette, circa 1873, in the village of
Saint-Saveur, province of Burgundy,
while doubtlessly motivated by per-
sonal ambition, was, in the process of
her fight for literary equality, a hu-
manitarian whose goals dovetailed
with reformist ideology.

So, voila, if you’ll pardon my
French, there it is, integral to this
memoire, the resurging feminist call
for common sense …in this case a
historical stepping stone to literary
progress. It shouts, ‘Throw off your
prejudices and welcome into the
fold the other half of civilization.’
Miss Knightley’s Colette, efferves-
cent and powerful but sweet, as-
tutely embodies the victim of male
chauvinistic provincialism. All she
wants is a fair shake. So it is oppor-
tune that whether by chance, intu-
ition or perseverance, she picks the
right man as a conduit to her self-
actualization.

Oh, it doesn’t start that way…not
consciously. It’s actually quite ro-
mantic in a French, Gilded Age sort
of way. He, Henry Gauthier-Villars,
but known as Willy, is already an
established figure among the
literati…a dashing, privileged rake
known in all the best homes and all
the questionable nightspots. So it
shocks the salon crowd when he
weds the seemingly
unpresumptuous country girl with-
out the sake of a dowry that would
at least uncloak his motive. While a

product of his time, he’s open-
minded in that French, Lautrecian
sort of way.

Although it all eventually leads to
Colette ghosting Willy to great liter-
ary renown via the “Claudine” sto-
ries, a semi-fictionalized recounting
of her experiences from childhood
on, it’s the behind-the-scenes syn-
ergy and how it ultimately facilitates
Colette’s self-fulfillment that ingra-
tiates us most. Dominic West as the
bon vivant spouse torn between the
naughty joys of bachelorhood he’s
loath to relinquish and what it’ll take
to please the love of his life epito-
mizes the hormonal hypocrisy that
stands in the way of a level playing
field for men and women.

My big sister Anne has often
opined that if a couple doesn’t fight
now and then, someone is dominat-
ing. Well, there’s no fear of that in
this authentic look at marriage. The
sparks fly, intellectually, that is. Ar-
gument makes way for revelation.
Showing how the seeds of great
change are often sown at home,
Colette smartly informs that La Dif-
ference means anything but unequal.

…
Colette, rated R, is a Bleecker Street

Media release directed by Wash
Westmoreland and stars Keira
Knightley, Dominic West and Fiona
Shaw. Running time: 111 minutes.

Colette
Liberté, Égalité and Literature

3 popcorns

YOUNG ARTISTS...Congratulations to the winners of the first annual Lower
School Ornament Design Contest at The Wardlaw+Hartridge (W+H) School in
Edison. Pictured with Lower School Head Silvia Davis are: Noah Hollins of
Westfield, Siddharth Selvaraj of Edison and Eesha Gadde of Edison. Students
were required to create an ornament with a W+H theme. Entries were judged by
a faculty panel and winners were selected in three age groups: PreK-JK, K-Grade
2 and Grades 3-5. The winning designs were printed on a ceramic ornament.

SHOWCASING TALENT...Students sing at the W+H Upper School Winter
Concert. From left, back row: Pooja Nandhyala of Edison, Kallie Schildge of
Westfield, John Papetti of Elizabeth. Front row: Matangi Melpakkam of
Piscataway, Alexandra Guillen of Rahway and Tiffany Yu of Colonia.

Wardlaw+Hartridge Students Display
Artistic Talents in Winter Show

AREA -- Upper School students at
The Wardlaw+Hartridge School in
Edison showcased their work in the
fine and performing arts at the Winter
Art Show and Concert held on De-
cember 6.

 Art students embraced the Still Life
theme and took a unique approach to
create various works for guests to
peruse and enjoy. Using different tech-

niques including collage, pencil and
watercolors, the students combined
printmaking, drawing and design.

 The concert included perfor-
mances by the Jazz Band, Mad Jazz
ensemble, Concert Band and Concert
Choir. Among the highlights were
Mad Jazz’s New Year’s Day, the Jazz
Band’s Dreamsvilleand the Concert
Choir’s finale White Christmas.

WHS Musicians Selected for
CJMEA Region II Band

WESTFIELD — Eleven student
musicians from Westfield High
School (WHS) will perform with the
Central Jersey Music Educators As-
sociation (CJMEA) Region II Band
in January, after rigorous auditions
that included the top musical talent
from high schools in Hunterdon,
Monmouth, Mercer, Somerset,
Middlesex and Union counties.

Selected to perform with the CJMEA
Region II Band are: Kailey Zhao, Bas-
soon, Aprina Wang, French Horn,
Valerie Chang, Oboe, Tia Lemberg,
Oboe, Ian Gurland, Percussion, Robert
Strauss, Piccolo, Conor Daly, Trom-

bone, Austin Chen, Trumpet, Duncan
Cook, Trumpet, Bryan Raber, Trum-
pet, Max Tennant, Trumpet.

“We are extremely proud of the ac-
complishments of these 11 dedicated
musicians. The process for preparing
for a region band audition begins in
May and each one of these students
showed an extreme amount of dedica-
tion to their instrument throughout that
process,” said WHS Director of Bands
Christopher Vitale. “We are excited for
them to represent our school and band
program at this year’s region concerts
and wish them the best of luck in their
all-state audition in mid-January.”

IN THE BAND...ElevenWestfield High School students will perform with the
CJMEA Region II Band in January. Pictured, left to right, are, first row: Max
Tennant, Austin Chen, Tia Lemberg, Aprina Wang, Ian Gurland. Second row:
Duncan Cook, Bryan Raber, Kailey Zhao, Robert Strauss, Conor Daly. Not
pictured: Valerie Chang.

Follies Audition Dates
Announced by WCP

WESTFIELD — Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) will be holding
auditions for its May 2019 production
of Follies, a musical by Stephen
Sondheim and book by James Goldman,
on Sunday, January 27, from 7 to 9:30
p.m. and Monday, January 28, from 7 to
9:30 p.m. Call-backs, if needed will be
Tuesday, January 29, from 7 to 9:30
p.m. Auditions are held at WCP, 1000
North Avenue West, Westfield.

The cast consists of 11 females and
eight males and an ensemble. Those
interested in auditioning can visit the
WCP website for role descriptions and
audition requirements at
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org/
WCPauditions.html. There is a pre-
audition form available.

Follies is being directed by Ed
Bontempo, produced by Steve
Lemenille and Kay Macrae, with musi-
cal direction by Bruce De LaCruz and
choreography by Nataie Dee.

The story concerns a reunion in a
crumbling Broadway theatre, scheduled

for demolition, of the past performers of
the “Weismann’s Follies,” a musical re-
vue that played in that theatre between
the World Wars. It focuses on two
couples, Buddy and Sally Durant
Plummer and Benjamin and Phyllis
Rogers Stone, who are attending the
reunion. Sally and Phyllis were showgirls
in the Follies. Both couples are deeply
unhappy with their marriages. Buddy, a
traveling salesman, is having an affair
with a girl on the road; Sally is still as
much in love with Ben as she was years
ago; and Ben is so self-absorbed that
Phyllis feels emotionally abandoned.
Several of the former showgirls perform
their old numbers, sometimes accompa-
nied by the ghosts of their former selves.
The musical numbers in the show have
been interpreted as pastiches of the styles
of the leading Broadway composers of
the 1920s and 1930s, and sometimes as
parodies of specific songs.

Production dates for Follies are:
March 12, 16, 22, 23, 2019 at 8 p.m.;
March 17, 2019 at 2 p.m.
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