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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Knight Has Built On
WHS’s Swim Legacy

Courtesy of Varsity Vantage

Jeff Knight, who has been coaching at WHS since 2007, became the winningest
boys swimming coach in school history on December 11 with his 162nd victory.

The WHS boys swimming program
started in 1934 under coach Walt
Pattee. But it got off to an auspicious
start, posting losing records the first
three years. Eventually things turned
around and the Blue Devils blossomed
into a state power in the late 1950s
and into a national force in the 1960s.

That was before current coach Jeff
Knight was born.

In the 61 state championship meets
since 1958, the Blue Devils have won
26 times; that’s almost one every two
years, and includes a 16-year draught
from 1976-91.

There have been some legendary
swimming coaches over the years,
including several Hall of Famers. But
none of them coached more winning
dual meets than the former Cranford
High swimmer.

Knight came into his 13th season
with 159 wins, two behind the all-
time leader. After Union, Plainfield
and Berkeley Heights fell in the first
three meets, Knight had a 162-28
record since 2007.

Typically, he poo-pooed the record,
saying, “It just means I’ve had a lot of
great swimmers and coached a long
time.”

WHS’s success during Knight’s first
12 seasons includes 11 Union County,
eight sectional and six state Public A
championships. He also coached the
girls team four spectacular years: from
2011-14, those teams posted a 64-1
record, and captured four county, three
sectional and three state Public A
championships.

His 2009 and 2016 boys teams were
ranked No. 1 in the state, and his
2011-12-13 girls teams were also No.
1. He’s also a two-time state New
Jersey Coach of the Year, in 2009 and
2013.

Knight’s current squad is 3-0 and
was ranked No. 10 in the state; amaz-
ingly, that’s the lowest ranking of
Knight’s tenure. They had a big meet
yesterday at No. 1 Bridgewater-
Raritan and will host archrival and
No. 16 Scotch Plains-Fanwood to-
morrow at the Wallace Pool. In an-
other critical match-up, the Devils
will travel to No. 11 Summit on Jan.

10. This year’s Union County cham-
pionship – which WHS has won 60 of
the past 62 since 1957 – will be held
Jan. 27 at Rutgers and figures to be a
three team battle royal between the
Devils, Raiders and Hilltoppers.

Third-year coach Steve
Whittington’s WHS girls team is
ranked No. 9 in the state, their highest
ranking since 2014. After dominating
the county and state since its incep-
tion in 1977, the girls team has hit a
“dry spell.” Despite going 43-15 in
dual meets the past four winters and
being ranked in the Top 20 each year,
their last team title was the 2014 county
meet.
CHABANOV NATIONAL CHAMP

Dan Chabanov (’05) captured the
national Men’s Masters 30-34 bicy-
cling championship last Wednesday
in Louisville, Ky. The brutal course
was made even tougher when the fro-
zen mud thawed out as the day warmed
up. By the race’s end, the racers and
their bikes were covered in mud.

“The course conditions were treach-
erous,” Chabanov told Cyclocross
Magazine. “It was definitely like, how
few times can you crash? And how
long can you stay on the bike? It was
hard.”

Chabanov was a co-captain of the
2005 WHS boys swim team, which
won the Union County championship
and later lost on a tiebreaker in the
sectional final after tying Bridgewater-
Raritan.

ALL-STATERS
Congratulations to Tommy Norris,

WHS’s 6-foot-2, 186-pound tight end
the past two football seasons, for earn-
ing a spot on the All-State (all groups,
public and non-public) Second-Team,
and Group 4 First Team. He had 39
catches this season and 59 for his
career, including a school-record 11
grabs against Metuchen St. Joseph.
While he didn’t play defense, Norris
also contributed 15 tackles on special
teams.

Also earning All-State honors ear-
lier this fall were tennis’s Charlotte
Clausen and Eliza Weiniger (First
Team), soccer’s Andrew Echausse
(Group 4 Third Team), and
volleyball’s Jenna Miller (Group 4
Second Team) and Stephanie Margolis
(Group 4 Third Team).

WINTER SEASON’S HERE
A couple of weeks into the 2018-19

winter sports season aren’t enough
time to make a fair judgment. But it
would appear that WHS’s teams will
be well worth checking out.

After opening up last weekend with
a third-place finish at the rugged Dela-
ware Valley Tournament on Saturday,
coach Glen Kurz’s kids take on Scotch
Plains in the annual Pin Cancer (all
proceeds this time will be for The
Wounded Warriors Foundation)
match tomorrow night. The rivals have
met 61 times, with WHS winning 35,

losing 23 and tying 3.
Despite wrestling at Del-Val with-

out standouts Jeremy Silber, Luke
Scanlan and Tim Miller, the Devils
came within four points of winning
the team title. WHS had seven final-
ists – Luke Jacobs, CJ Composto,
Brendan Loder and Jon Heard fin-
ished first, while Quinn Gimblette,
Luke Hoerle and Jordan Simpson took

seconds.
It’s been more than a decade since

Mike Tirone’s 2007 and 2008 bowl-
ing teams won 47 of 50 dual meets,
along with county, sectional and state
titles. Ralph Corey’s seven years since
taking over in 2012 have been solid,
but this year’s squad has looked pretty
spectacular in the early going. With a
lineup that goes at least six players
deep, the keglers have won each of
their first five matches 7-0.

James and Liz McKeon are the rare
brother-sister head coaching act in
basketball. James is in his first year as
the boys basketball coach. If he can
get his team, led by Matt Crowley and
Sebastian Ferraro, to play with half
the passion he brought into every
game, they’ll be fun to watch. Liz
brings a 65-39 record into her fifth
season. She returns two tough kids
under the boards, Sam Stravach and
Faith Dobosiewicz, Lily Maz at guard,
and appears to have a deeper bench
than she’s had in a while.

Joe Bertucci’s boys ice hockey
team, which won the Union County
Tournament last winter, has standout
goalie CJ Duffy back in net. They are
off to a 2-2-2 start.

IN THE GENES
On the Westfield YMCA’s swim-

ming record board, the record for the
girls 8-and-under 25-yard breaststroke
was set in 2015 by Emily Constable.
Right below her name is the top time
in the girls 50 breaststroke, set in
1983 by Melissa Zemsky, who is
Emily’s mother. In a further bit of
irony, the boys 8-and-under 25 breast-
stroke record holder is Brian
Ramsthaler, set in 1985. In 1994,
Ramsthaler and Dan Zemsky,
Melissa’s younger brother, captained
the WHS varsity team.

ON THIS DATE
1975: Brian Clancey set a school

record in the two-mile with a 9:32.7 in
an NJSIAA developmental meet at
Princeton’s Jadwin Gym.

AROUND THIS DATE
Dec. 18, 1976: Frank Kelly tied the

school record in the 60 with a 6.4 in an
NJSIAA developmental meet at
Princeton’s Jadwin Gym.

Dec. 19, 1969: WHS lost to Scotch
Plains, 118-85, in the highest-scoring
basketball game in school history.
Frank Zelesnik had 38 for the Raid-
ers. Dean Landew tried to pump up
the home crowd with organ music,
but that turned into a one-time-only
happening. Gil Shuman (15) and Bob
Sanders (13) led the Devils.

Dec. 21, 1973: In a twinbill that
gave the fans their money’s worth,
WHS swept Scotch Plains, both games
going into overtime. The Devils won
the jayvee game, 39-37, behind Rich
Goski and Tom McNally with 10
points each. In the varsity nightcap,
Jimmy Masters had 21 points in a 57-
56 triumph.

Dec. 22, 1961: Dick Myers set a
school record with 38 points in a 72-
58 win over Roselle Park. He hit 17
baskets, several of which would’ve
been 3-pointers if they had happened
27 years later.

LEONETTI, HUGHES, BONHOTE, SMALL LEAD THE WAY

Raiders’ Late Swim Surge Nips
Chatham Lady Cougars, 86-84

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Every point definitely counted but
a strong showing in the 50-backstroke
followed by a sweep in the final indi-
vidual event, the 100-breaststroke,
put the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls swim team in great posi-
tion to seize a victory against the
Chatham Cougars at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains “Y” on December 12.
With an 82-74 lead after the 100-
breaststroke, all the Raiders needed
to do was place second in the 400-free
relay, and they did to emerge with an
86-84 victory.

After Lily Hughes placed first in
the 100-back at 1:01.77, Rachel Small
took third at 1:04.82 and Abby Ryan
took fifth at 1:07.36 to win the event,
10-6, sophomore Sofia Leonetti with
a time of 1:12.48 in the 100-breast,
led the 1-2-3 sweep followed by fresh-
man Julia Bonhote at 1:15.98 and
senior Ellie Richard at 1:16.7, to
soundly win the event 13-3. Although
the Cougars touched first in the 400-
free relay at 3:44.4, Raiders Chloe
Howell, Caroline Warren, Hughes and
Small took second with a time of
3:48.32 to clinch the win.

“That was a nice event. We were
behind coming out of the last three
freestyle events, 100-free, 500-free
and 200-free relay are good events
for Chatham. We made up with that 1-

2-3 sweep in the breaststroke with
Leonetti, Bonhote and Ellie Richard
really helped out. That put us in posi-
tion where we could take second in
the 4[00]-free relay. They have some
great freestylers, so we sneaked away
with one today,” Raider Head Coach
Jess Hulnik expressed.

The Lady Raiders also got a great
jump on the Cougars, placing 1-2, in
the 200-medley relay to grab a 12-2
lead. Hughes (backstroke), Leonetti
(breaststroke), Small (butterfly) and
Bonhote (free) touched first with a
time of 1:56.13, followed by Rachel
DiFabrizio, Ryan, Kate Jackman and
Camille Cooke at 2:07.76.

“That was a good start, especially
since their freestyle is so strong. To
come out 1-2 in the medley helped
give us a push going into some events
that are pretty good for Chatham,”
Coach Hulnik said.

And they needed that lead because
Chatham quickly answered by win-
ning the 200-free 12-4 with a 1-2-4
showing.

The Raiders out-nudged the Cou-
gars, 9-7, in the 200-Individual Med-
ley with Ryan placing second at
2:26.09, Leonetti third at 2:26.98 and
Aslinn Mooney fourth at 2:27.08. An
8-8 standoff in the 50-free kept the
Raiders ahead 33-29. Small touched
second at 26.79, Howell took third at
26.79 and Kaleigh Einhorn earned a

team point by placing fifth at 26.94.
In the 100-fly, Hughes at 1:04.26,

Jackman at 1:07.25 and Cooke at
1:08.37 placed 2-3-4 to up the Raid-
ers’ lead to 42-36 but Chatham took 1-
3-5 in the 100-free to narrow the score
to 48-46. Bonhote took second in the
event at 56.61 and Howell took fourth
at 58.33. But the tide drastically
changed when the Cougars placed 1-
2-5 in the 500-free, outscoring the
Raiders, 11-5, to seize the lead, 57-53.

Chatham added to its lead, 65-59,
in the 200-free relay by placing 1-4.
Raiders Bonhote, Howell, Einhorn
and Warren touched second at 1:45.19
and DiFabrizio, Kenny, Aubrey
Bagdonas and Cooke took third at
1:50.47. But Chatham’s surge ebbed
when the Raiders won the 100-back,
dominated the 100-breast and came
up with the needed second place in
the 400-free relay.

“It was a wonderful start. I am very
pleased with the way everyone swam
today. It’s a confidence builder but it
will also force you to work a little
harder. They will be coming after us
next time and we need to be ready.
Chatham is going to be a completely
different team come February but it’s
nice to get a December win like this
but you can’t let up. Chatham is a very
tough team and we were fortunate. I
am sure we will see them again down
the line,” Coach Hulnik predicted.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING THE SWEEP...Sofia Leonetti led a 1-2-3 sweep in the 100-breaststroke to put the Raiders in front 82-74 heading
into the final event, the 400-free relay. The Raiders took second in the 400-relay to edge Chatham, 86-84, on December 12.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, De-
cember 10, 2018 the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, approved the adoption of
Resolution 18-15, recommending further
action by the Township Council by endors-
ing the preliminary investigation report ref-
erenced as the Snuffy Pantagis Redevel-
opment Study Area and determining that
the designated property comprise a non-
condemnation area in need of redevelop-
ment.  The Resolution memorializing said
approval was duly presented and adopted
by said Planning Board at the regular
meeting on December 10, 2018.  A copy of
said Resolution has been filed in the office
of the Board and/or the office of the munici-
pal clerk and is available for public inspec-
tion.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

1 T - 12/20/18, The Times Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RE-ORGANIZATION MEETING

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Municipal Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains has scheduled their Reor-
ganization Meeting for Tuesday, January
1, 2019. The Reorganization Meeting will
begin at 12:00 P.M. This meeting will be
held at the Township Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/20/18, The Times Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on December 12,
2018 the Garwood Planning Board memo-
rialized the following resolution of their
October 10, 2018 decision:

Case #PB18-04: 55 South Avenue,
Block 504, Lots 2 in the General Business
Zone & Lot 13 in the R/B zone. Applicant:
Quick Copper Holding, LLC.

Granting Use Variance with preliminary
and final Site plan for Building modifica-
tions to permit the renovations of an exist-
ing office building and to permit, parking as
principal use.

The resolution is on file and available for
inspection in the office of the Planning
Board located in the Municipal Building
located at 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

 Adele C. Lewis
 Board Secretary

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team traveled to Barnegat High
School this past weekend to com-
pete in the 37th annual Garden State

Classic. Out of a field of 15 teams
the Cougars finished in second
place, with one Champion (AJ
Bencivenga 152-lbs), four second

place finishers (Pat Kalnins 120-
lbs, Ky’ell Roper 160-lbs, Evan
Kanterman 170-lbs, Zach Blevins
195-lbs), and two wrestlers placing
third (Dean Smith 132-lbs, Conor
Halpin 145-lbs).

Cougar Matmen Place Second at Garden State Tourney

Courtesy of a Cranford Cougar fan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING FIRST AT 152-LBS...Cougar senior AJ Bencivenga, left, captured first at 152-lbs during the 37th Annual Garden
State Classic held at Barnegat High School on December 15. The Cougars took second in the team totals.

Cougar Swim Boys
Sink Plainfield

The Cranford High School boys
swim team upped its record to 3-0
with a 128-40 win over Plainfield on
December 13. The Cougars took first
in all 11 events and it began with Tom
Cutro, Charles DeSimone, Gabe
Graceffo and Burke Jaeger touching
first in the 200-medley relay at
2:00.l92. Joe Stanley won the 200-
free in 2:13.39 and Cutro won the
200-Individual Medley in 2:30.09.
Andrew Dolan touched first in the 50
free at 24.25 and Jaeger won the 100-
butterfly in 1:06.65. Mike DeSimone
won the 100-free in 57.46.

Christian Hulse won the 500-free
in 7:05.18. Graceffo, C. DeSimone,
Liam Loughlin and Jaeger won the
200-free relay in 1:45.65. Mike
DeSimone won the 100-backstroke
in 1:07.39 and Charles DeSimone
won the 100-breaststroke in 1:12.25.
Dolan, Kevin Ruple, M. DeSimone
and Dan Nicholas touched first in the
400-free relay in 4:15.18.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING/ZONING BOARD

NOTICE OF DECISION

On December 12, 2018, the Planning
and Zoning Board for the Borough of
Garwood adopted a Resolution granting
Preliminary and Final Site Plan, use vari-
ance, bulk variances and design waiver
approvals to the Applicant, Quick Copper
Holdings, LLC (the “Applicant”), relating to
the development of the properties owned
by the Applicant and located at 55 South
Avenue and 54 Willow Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey and designated as Block 504,
Lots 2 and 13 on the Tax Map of the
Borough of Garwood (the “Property”). The
Property is located in the GB (General
Business District) and RB (Two Family
Residential) Zones. The Approval allows
the Applicant to add a second story to the
existing office building and have the first
floor occupied by a professional office or
retail tenant, while the second story will be
utilized by the Applicant for its office use.
The Approval also allows the Applicant to
replace the existing garage on Lot 13 with
a smaller garage. The Applicant also pro-
poses other improvements to the Property
including the installation of a parking lot on
Lot 13 together with plantings, curbing,
side-walks and signage.

A copy of the Resolution is on file and
available for PUBLIC INSPECTION at the
Office of the Municipal Clerk located at 403
South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey,
during that Office’s normal business hours.

STEPHEN F. HEHL, ESQ.
Attorney for the Applicant

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $33.66

Cougars Top Plainfield
In Girls Swimming

The Cranford High School girls
swim team improved to 3-1 with a
115-55 victory over Plainfield on
December 13. The Cougars won seven
of the eight individual events and two
of the three relays, beginning with the
200-free relay where Savannah Riera,
Grace Wilson, Maggie O’Donnell and
Marina Nunziato touched first in 2:00.

Nunziato won the 200-freestyle in
2:17.81 then Wilson took top honors
in the 200-Individual Medley with a
time of 2:41.52. O’Donnell won the
50-free in 25.42 and Katherine
Riggins won the 100-butterfly in
1:23.02. Riera won the 100-free in
1:02.92 and Samantha Reeves touched
first in the 500-free at 7:10.66.

Cougars Sofia Prata, Reeves, Erin
Trojan and Riggins won the 200-free
relay in 2:10.91 and Shannon
McCarthy won the 100-breaststroke
in 1:30.67. Plainfield won the 100-
backstroke and the 400-free relay.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, De-
cember 10, 2018 the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, approved the adoption of
Resolution 18-14, recommending further
action by the Township Council by endors-
ing the preliminary investigation report ref-
erenced as the Jerusalem Road Redevel-
opment Study Area, Block 6201, Lots 13,
16.02 and a portion of the vacated Van
Orden Place Right of Way and determin-
ing that the designated properties com-
prise a non-condemnation area in need of
redevelopment.  The Resolution memori-
alizing said approval was duly presented
and adopted by said Planning Board at the
regular meeting on December 10, 2018.  A
copy of said Resolution has been filed in
the office of the Board and/or the office of
the municipal clerk and is available for
public inspection.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

1 T - 12/20/18, The Times Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF MEETINGS OF THE
CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF

APPEALS OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

(IN COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN
PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT,
CHAPTER 231, P.L. 1975)

NOTICE is hereby given by the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains of the following 2019
schedule of meetings of the Construction
Board of Appeals to be held in the Mu-
nicipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey on the first Wednes-
day of each month, at 7:30 p.m., unless
otherwise indicated*.

Wednesday, January 9th * – 8:00 a.m.
February 6th

March 6th

April 3rd

May 1st

June 5th

July 10th *
August 7th

September 4th

October 2nd

November 6th

December 4th

The above schedule allows the option of
calling a special meeting when necessary.
1 T - 12/20/18, The Times Fee: $29.07

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports


