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Calvary Lutheran Welcomes
All to Christmas Services

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church invites the com-
munity to join the congregation in
celebrating the birth of Jesus. Three
different worship opportunities will
be available on Christmas Eve, Mon-
day, December 24, as well as wor-
ship on Christmas Day, Tuesday,
December 25.

The Children’s Christmas Eve Ser-
vice begins at 5 p.m. This is a joy-
filled, simple service where children
will hear the story of Christ’s birth and
sing favorite carols. Worship is infor-
mal and usually lasts 30 to 45 minutes.

Calvary’s Family Christmas Eve
Service begins at 7 p.m. The youth
will tell the Christmas Story at this
service, which also will feature car-
ols and Holy Communion. This ser-
vice usually lasts for an hour.

The Christmas Eve Festival Candle-
light Service starts at 10 p.m. This
service is both a time of celebration
and reflection, as participants joyfully
anticipate the birth of the Christ child.
Holy Communion will be served. The
service usually lasts for an hour.

On Christmas Day, Calvary will
hold a 10:15 a.m. service to wel-
come the Son of God, who “became
flesh and lived among us, and we
have seen his glory.... full of grace
and truth” (John 1:14).

Calvary Lutheran Church offers

worship every Sunday, at 10:15 a.m.,
in the sanctuary. All are welcome,
no matter where they are on their
faith journey or in their relationship
with God.

Calvary is located at 108 Eastman
Street, Cranford. For more infor-
mation about the congregation, call
the church office at (908) 276-2418
or go to calvarycranford.com.

Hist. Soc. Volunteers
Wrapping at L&T

WESTFIELD — Volunteers from
the Westfield Historical Society are
available to wrap packages for
shoppers at Lord & Taylor in
Westfield in exchange for a mini-
mal donation to support the His-
torical Society.

The Historical Society volunteers
are stationed near the Kiehl’s counter
in the store and will wrap packages
this Saturday, Sunday and Monday,
December 22, 23 and 24, between
10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Lord & Taylor is
located at 609 North Avenue West.

The Westfield Historical Society,
a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization,
is celebrating its 50th anniversary
this year. For information on the
Historical Society and its events, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and
like the organization on Facebook.

Garwood Reveals Activities
On Tap For Early January

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has posted its cal-
endar of events for the first half of
January, as well as offerings taking
place throughout the month. Addi-
tional activities will be announced
for the second half of January. The
library will be closed on Tuesday,
January 1, for New Year’s Day and
Monday, January 21, in honor of
Martin Luther King Day.

The Knitting Club meets on Mon-
days and Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
No registration is required. Partici-
pants can learn how to knit or show
others how it is done while enjoying
conversation. Needles and yarn are
provided to newcomers.

Kid’s Chess, an informal chess
game for children of all ages, is of-
fered on Mondays at 3 p.m. No regis-
tration is required and there is a limit
of 12. This is a non-instructional pro-
gram. Six boards are provided.

The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet January 3 at 7 p.m. No
registration is required. Interested
persons should check with the li-
brary for its latest book selection
by calling (908) 789-1670.

Toddler Story Time, for new-
borns to age 4, will be presented on
Wednesdays, at 10:30 a.m., start-
ing January 9. No registration is
required. This program features

stories, songs, bubbles and more.
The Pipsqueak Players will visit
Storytime on January 16.

Additionally on January 9, at 3
p.m., Maureen Coultas from Hope’s
Promise (a therapeutic horse farm)
will tell the story of “Chief” and how
he became a therapeutic riding horse.
She also will explain how riding and
working with horses can help indi-
viduals on many levels, including
physically and emotionally. She will
be accompanied by a miniature
therapy horse for children to meet
and photograph. Registration is re-
quired and limited to 25.

The Library Board of Trustees
meeting also is scheduled for Janu-
ary 9, at 8 p.m., and is open to the
public.

Lego will be available on Thurs-
days, January 10 and 24, at 3 p.m.
This activity is open to children
ages 4 through 12 and is limited to
15. Youngsters may build what-
ever comes to mind. Some Lego
creations will be displayed in the
library showcase. Registration is
required.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. For
more information and to register
for programs, call (908) 789-1670.
Further information also is avail-
able at youseemore.com/garwood.

HAPPY HANUKKAH...The Pre-K class of the Temple Sha’arey Shalom Pre-
school was dressed as Maccabees for a Hanukkah party on December 4. The 4-
year-olds told the Hanukkah story to the entire school and their parents. Pictured
are Rupin Nair, Brady Mongon, Jordyn Zucker, Giovanni Cocuzza, Antonia
Sosa, Rayyan Shanawani, Cami Goldfarb, Mia Hand and Emmanuel Harper.
Located in Springfield, Temple Sha’arey Shalom includes congregants from
Westfield, Cranford and other communities in Union and Essex Counties.

HOST OF ANGELS...The annual children’s Christmas Eve Pageant, featuring an
original script and a full cast of youth of all ages, is a popular tradition at the First
Congregational Church, located at 125 Elmer Street, Westfield.

FCC Invites Community
To Celebrate Christmas

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church invites visitors
to celebrate Christmas week at any
of its holiday worship celebrations
in the sanctuary at 125 Elmer Street,
Westfield.

Christmas Eve services on Mon-
day, December 24, will begin with
the annual children’s pageant at 5
p.m. At 10 p.m., there will be a
traditional candlelight service of
scripture, song and story.

Christmas morning will be cel-
ebrated on Tuesday, December 25,
with a 10 a.m. worship service. A
family-style worship celebration on
Sunday, December 30, at 10 a.m.,

will feature scripture readings, an
old-fashioned carol sing and “Ask
the Minister,” a popular feature
where the congregation is invited to
pose questions directly to the clergy.

First Congregational Church, a
member of the United Church of
Christ, welcomes people of every
race, gender, marital status, sexual
orientation, physical or psychologi-
cal ability and theological tradi-
tion. The sanctuary is accessible
by a wheelchair ramp and offers a
“hearing loop” for the hearing im-
paired. For additional information,
call  (908) 233-2494 or visit
fccofwestfield.org.

Meg Wastie

Crossword Puzzle History
To Be Luncheon Topic

WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, Meg
Wastie will speak on “The History of
Crossword Puzzles” on
January 2, 2019. The
event will begin with
check-in at 11:45 a.m.
at the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club, located at 515
Springfield Avenue,
Westfield.

Ms. Wastie has re-
searched crossword
puzzles and discusses
the history and lore of
one of America’s favor-
ite pastimes. She cur-
rently is the program
consultant for the
Westfield Historical So-
ciety, where she works
on developing and presenting educa-
tional history programs for Westfield
and the surrounding community.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, Ms. Wastie is a former cura-
tor of the Museum of Early Trades
and Crafts in Madison, N.J. She also
holds Master of Arts degrees in Mu-
seum Professions from Seton Hall
University and Student Personnel
Services from Kean University, and
a Bachelor of Science in Secondary
Education from Monmouth Univer-
sity. Ms. Wastie has 15 years of ex-
perience in museum education and
32 years of teaching high-school En-
glish. She currently resides in Bask-
ing Ridge.

Those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon may make a reservation by e-

mail to
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
or by calling (908) 654-1794 before
11 a.m. on Friday, December 28.

Attendees are asked to
advise if there are spe-
cial dietary needs. The
luncheon fee is $35 for
Westfield Historical So-
ciety members and $40
for non-members and in-
cludes a three-course
meal, coffee/tea and gra-
tuity. The luncheon fee
should be paid in ad-
vance (check payable to
Westfield Historical So-
ciety) by mailing to
Westfield Historical So-
ciety, P.O. Box 613,
Westfield, N.J. 07091,
or online at

westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/regis-
tration/. Payments should be received
by the Friday prior to the luncheon.
Westfield Historical Society mem-
berships also will be available at the
luncheon.

The Westfield Historical Society is
celebrating its 50th anniversary this
year. Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-
profit Westfield Historical Society
has worked to preserve, interpret and
encourage interest in history,
Westfield and its residents through
educational efforts and community
outreach programs.

For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society and its
events, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and
like the organization on Facebook.

Rabbi Lila Kagedan
To Visit Synagogue

WESTFIELD — Members of the
community are invited to join Rabbi
Lila Kagedan, the first female rabbi
hired by an Orthodox synagogue, for a
special evening on Sunday, January
13, at 7:30 p.m., at Temple Emanu-El.

Rabbi Kagedan will speak about
her personal journey to the rabbin-
ate, as well as the halachic basis
supporting women in the rabbinate.
The program will be a combination
of text, personal narrative and ques-
tions and answers.

Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street, Westfield. For more
information, go to tewnj.org/rabbi-
lila-kagedan.

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad:
Safety During the Holidays

SCOTCH PLAINS — Decorating
for the holidays can be a lot of fun and
something many of us look forward
to doing every year. After all, how
often can you have a real live tree in
your house?

Besides the Christmas tree, some of
us also fill our homes with poinsettia
plants, mistletoe and holiday candles.
The bright red leaves of the plants, the
red and white berries of the mistletoe
(not to mention the kissing underneath),
and the sparkle of the flames make the
season even more festive.

However, you do need to take
some precautions with these holi-
day decorations. Many of us have
experienced the trouble that pets
and children can get into with the
Christmas tree and those oh-so-
tempting ornaments. But, it’s some
of the other items that you really
have to worry about.

Poinsettia plants and mistletoe are
somewhat toxic to humans and ani-
mals if ingested and should be kept
out of reach. If you absolutely have to
have them, think about buying the
silk versions.

Ribbons used to wrap presents can
also be dangerous for pets. Some like
to eat them, and if they get stuck in
their digestive tracts, they can cause
great harm and even death.

Also be wary of burning real holi-
day candles. These can sear little fin-
gers or paws if played with, and even
worse, can be knocked over and start a
fire. There are many “fake” candles
available that look so authentic that
you don’t even need the real thing
anymore. It doesn’t matter if these
LED versions get too close to curtains
or other flammable materials or if
they’re left unattended. And speaking
of fire dangers, make sure your tree
stays well hydrated and remember to

turn off the strings of lights when you
leave the house or go to bed.

Furthermore, while many of us like
to display those whimsical nutcrack-
ers, you might want to keep the nuts
themselves out of sight. Not only can
children choke on them, but for those
who are allergic, they may also have a
reaction if they so much as touch them.

Make the upcoming holidays safe
and happy. With a few precautions,
your home can reflect the spirit and
joy of the season.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is
a volunteer organization of Neighbors
Helping Neighbors. With over 90 vol-
unteers, we answer emergency calls
not only in Scotch Plains but in sur-
rounding towns as well when needed.
Besides answering calls, you will see
our ambulances at many special events
held in town, such as Scotch Plains
Day, the Memorial Day Parade, high
school football games, and the sum-
mer concerts on the Village Green. We
are also available to provide demon-
strations for Boy and Girl Scout troops,
clubs, and any other group that may be
interested in what we do. In addition,
we lend out wheelchairs, crutches,
canes and other assorted medical
equipment free of charge. Our Auxil-
iary Group holds fundraisers and pro-
vides other much needed support for
our members. Please reach out to us if
there is something we can do for you,
or if you would like to become a part of
our organization: (908) 322-2103 for
non-emergencies or
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com.

***
Contributing Author: Susan

Baldani, a life member of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

This is your new home
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Owen Brand
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DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Blood Pressure Clinic
Set at Library Jan. 8
SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-

ship nurse will be available at the
Scotch Plains Public Library for blood
pressure checks on Tuesday, January
8, from 10 a.m. until noon. No regis-
tration is required.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.
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