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The Personal Injury

Attorneys at

Bramnick Law

welcome new

lawyers to our team:

Stephen A. Satkin, a litigator, who was

formerly with Cramer, Satkin

is now “of counsel” to Bramnick Law.

Wade Suthard, a certified civil trial attorney.

We are very proud of our attorneys listed below:

Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.
John C. Rodriguez, Esq.

Gary J. Grabas, Esq.
Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.

Gavin Handwerker, Esq.
Brian J. Trembley, Esq.

Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.

Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000   www.jonbramnick.com

Celebrate Christmas
The Parish Community of Saint Helen                          
1600 Rahway Avenue • Westfield, NJ

Christmas Eve - St Helen Church (Meaney Hall) 

3:45PM, 5:30PM, 7:30PM, 9:30PM, Midnight

Christmas Eve - Mother Seton Regional High School 

1 Valley Rd, Clark - 4:00PM, 5:45PM

Christmas Day - St Helen Church (Meaney Hall) 
9:30AM, 11:00AM, 12:30PM

For complete information about Christmas Eve 
and Day at St. Helen Church and Mother Seton 
Regional H.S. scan the QR code.

Text SHCHURCHFULL to 84576 to receive a text 
when St. Helen Church is at capacity for the 
3:45PM and 5:30PM Masses on Christmas Eve.

Cranford Adopts Housing
Plan; RDP Ordered to Rise

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – On December 7,
Superior Court Judge Camille Kenny
ordered the township to add 20 units
to its realistic development potential
(RDP), bringing up its RDP to 105,
Mike Mistretta of Harbor Consult-
ants, the township’s affordable-hous-
ing planning consultant, said at the
planning board meeting last Wednes-
day. Mr. Mistretta presented to the
planning board the township’s hous-
ing plan element and fair share plan,
which the board unanimously
adopted.

Judge Kenny also granted the town-
ship, on December 7, another three
months of immunity from builder’s
remedy lawsuits, through March 31,
2019, to provide that time for the
township to sit down with the Fair
Share Housing Center to settle its
third-round affordable-housing obli-
gation, Jeffrey Surenian, the
township’s affordable-housing attor-
ney, told The Westfield Leader and
and The Times. The Fair Share Hous-
ing Center has not yet responded to
the township with a date, Mr. Surenian
told The Leader/Times.

In addition to the 105 RDP, the
township would have an unmet need
of affordable-housing units of some-
where between 335 and 591, Mr.
Mistretta said.

Harbor Consultants proposed a
North and South Avenue overlay
zone to provide an additional 1,439
total units that would include a 20-
percent affordable-housing com-
ponent, equating to 287 affordable-
housing units, according to the
housing plan element and fair share
plan.

The overlay zone was created to
capture that unmet need, Mr. Mistretta
said. Within the overlay zone is the
Office Residential Character (ORC)
zone that has been amended to loosen
the restrictions to incentivize devel-
opers, Mr. Mistretta said. The ORC
zone would have a conditional use of
20 units per acre. He said those stan-
dards currently exist in the zone.

Resident Rita La Brutto of Arling-
ton Road questioned when this change
had occurred, because she said it had
been zoned for two-family homes,
not at 20 units per acre. She said she
could find nowhere in the planning
board minutes that this change had
occurred. Karen Capone, another resi-
dent of Arlington Road, which abuts
the ORC zone, also asked what other
changes are to occur in the ORC
zone. Mr. Mistretta replied that the
square footage of an apartment can
be a minimum of 600 square feet,
reduced from 700; boarders and
subletters are permitted when they
were not previously, and a minimum
lot size is removed. He said the bulk
standards remain the same.

The planning board voted, 9 to 0, to
adopt the housing plan element and
fair share plan. The township com-
mittee will next consider the resolu-
tion endorsing this plan, and then it
would be filed with the court, Mr.
Mistretta said.

A new special master has been as-
signed to the township. Special Mas-
ter Kendra Lelie is to replace Special
Master Elizabeth McKenzie due to
the latter’s retirement as of Decem-
ber 7. Also, Mr. Surenian said that
Judge Kenny is to retire soon, and a
new judge will be assigned to the
hearing.

Protect Yourself From
Fraud This Holiday Season

COUNTY – As the seasonal holi-
days draw near, the hectic rush of shop-
ping, traveling and preparing for visi-
tors can put consumers at greater risk
for scams, fraud and theft. The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
reminds residents that they can take a
few simple steps to protect themselves.

“During the holiday season fraud
increases by 20 percent,” Freeholder
Chairman Sergio Granados said. “It
is crucial that residents are informed
of the different precautions that they
can take to avoid becoming victims
of fraud and theft.”

Union County residents should be
aware that telephones are still a
weapon of choice for scammers.

Phone scammers can take advan-
tage of the holiday rush and catch
residents off guard with a phone call.
It is important to know that a legiti-
mate government office, such as So-
cial Security or the IRS, will never
ask for personal information by
phone.

Never give out Social Security num-
bers or other personal information
over the telephone unless the caller’s
identity can be verified.

Law enforcement and consumer
professionals recommend that in-store
shoppers prepare a list ahead of time,
only carry the credit cards and ID that
they need, and plan their excursions to
avoid carrying too many bags at once.

When checking out of a store, shop-
pers should remain at the register

long enough to get their receipt, put
their change or credit card back in
place, organize their shopping bags
and ensure that their wallet or purse is
secured on their person.

Shoppers are advised to never leave
a purse or wallet in a shopping cart, or
in an easily accessible pocket.

Thieves are known to scout parking
lots, looking for vehicles with open
trunks or visible packages. Shoppers
should use caution when loading goods
into their vehicle. Packages left in a
parked car should be covered or kept
in the trunk, and all doors should be
checked to ensure they are locked.

Another area of risk has emerged
with the growing popularity of online
shopping. Theft of unattended pack-
ages from doorways and porches is
becoming more common.

Online shoppers who are not home
for long periods should make alter-
nate plans for package delivery. For
example, depending on the sender
some packages can be directed for
pickup at a local post office or deliv-
ery service.

Online scammers can also do a
great amount of damage if shoppers
are not careful. Home computer users
should ensure that their security set-
tings are up to date, and be on the
lookout for any alerts or messages
regarding possible compromises.

To help consumers avoid scams
and frauds, the New Jersey Division
of Consumer Affairs has developed
an Anti-Fraud Toolkit.

To view the Toolkit online or to
download the Toolkit in English or
Spanish, visit fightingfraud.nj.gov.
Consumers in need of assistance in
Union County can call the Union
County Office of Consumer Affairs at
(908) 654-9840 or use the online fraud
reporting form on the County website,
ucnj.org.

PROMOTING GREENWAY...Union County Freeholder Rebecca Williams pre-
sents a resolution to Jennifer Popper of Plainfield congratulating her on walking
802 miles from Union County to Maine over the summer to honor her late husband,
Michael, and to raise awareness to the East Coast Greenway. He died in June 2016
in in a kayaking accident near Corea Harbor, Maine. Her goal was $15,000, a
thousand dollars for every year she and Michael were married. The money raised
is being donated to the East Coast Greenway Alliance, as well as a New Jersey
walking group called Freewalkers.

Freeholders Approve
Raises for Dept. Directors

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County Free-
holder Board approved raises for them-
selves and department heads last Thurs-
day. It marks the fourth consecutive year
freeholder salaries have increased.

Effective Tuesday, January 1, 2019,
the freeholder chairman’s salary will go
from $34,096 to $35,034, the vice-
chairman’s from $33,014 to $33,922,
and the seven remaining freeholders
will see a salary increase from $31,931
to $32,810. Board salaries were $30,090
in January of 2015, $30,691 in 2016,
$31,305 in 2017, and $31,931 in 2018.
During that time frame the chairman’s
salary went from $32,130 in January of
2015, to $32,772 in 2016, $33,428 in
2017 and $34,096 in 2018.

As of January 1, the county
counsel’s salary will go from
$171,744 to $176,467 in 2019; the
county manager from $169,000 to
$173,648; director of administrative
services from $135,498 to $139,224;
director of corrections from $124,746
to $133,000; director of economic
development/deputy county manager
from $149,683 to $157,396; director
of engineering, public works and fa-
cilities from $143,632 to $150,151;
director of finance and county trea-
surer/chief financial officer from
$145,441 to $153,551; director of
human services from $130,000 to
$136,658; director of parks and rec-
reation from $128,382 to $137,051,
and director of public safety from
$133,249 to $139,483.

County Manager Ed Oatman, who
previously served as chief of staff for
Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Lin-
den), succeeded county manager
Alfred Faella, who retired, in March
2018. Mr. Faella was making $179,757
at the time of his retirement.

In addition, the county manager
was authorized to grant exclusionary
wage increases to employees based
on their performance evaluation
scores. Mr. Oatman said 611 employ-
ees would receive raises averaging
2.4 percent for a total monetary in-
crease of $750,000.

The ordinance increasing free-
holder and director salaries was
adopted on second reading by a 6-to-
0 vote, with three freeholders not in
attendance. The vote was the same
for the exclusionary salary increases.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
took issue with the department direc-
tor raises, saying they range from 4 to
6 percent. He said increasing em-
ployee salaries also results in a higher
pension burden. He called the raises
“obscene.”

He questioned what achievements
they have accomplished to deserve
raises he say range from 4 to 6 percent.

“I don’t think you know the mean-
ing of prudent,” he said, noting the
board often touts themselves and the
county as fiscally prudent when it
comes to managing its finances.

“So all you’re basically doing is
just stealing the money from the tax-

payers pockets and funneling it into
your favorite pockets to increase their
salaries by an obscene amount and
also increase the pension tax at the
same time,” Mr. Paterson said.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen said just
because Mr. Paterson says depart-
ment heads are receiving raises be-
tween 4 and 6 percent “year after
year, doesn’t make those facts.”

“And in fact, I believe that this free-
holder board, the county manager, and
entire staff work very hard to be very
careful with the money paid by the
residents of this county,” Mr. Bergen
said, adding that all salary increases
are “carefully reviewed.”

“I do believe the raises that we’ve
given are deserved. I think they’ve
been fiscally prudent because it is
important to make sure this county
has employees who are well trained
and experienced and sometimes you
have to make sure you are paying
what is reasonable to keep good
people here,” Mr. Bergen said.

Freeholder Al Mirabella added that,
“several attributes of a triple A bond
rating are...a result of a strong leader-
ship, strong management, and fiscal
responsibility” as stated by bond rat-
ing agencies.

“Many of our directors would make
much more money in the private sec-
tor,” Mr. Mirabella said.

The board approved a resolution to
Pamela Capaci for her 11-plus years
as executive director and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Prevention Links, a
not-for-profit organization focused on
efforts to combat substance abuse.

The board’s last meeting of the
year will be tonight, December 20, at
7 p.m. It will be the last meeting for
Freeholders Bergen and Mohamed
Jalloh, whose terms are ending Mon-
day, December 31.

New Dog Park Opens
At Warinanco Park

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders offi-
cially cut the ribbon and opened the
Warinanco Dog Park in Roselle on
December 8. The new dog park is
located behind the Warinanco Sports
Center at 1 Park Drive in Warinanco
Park, Roselle. The opening was at-
tended by local elected officials,
county freeholders and dozens of
county residents and their dogs.

The ribbon-cutting was also attended
by dozens of county residents and
their dogs of all sizes, ranging from St.
Bernards to Chihuahuas.

The Warinanco Dog Park is a
newly constructed public facility. It
features separate large and small dog
areas. Each area is equipped with
agility equipment, dog-waste sta-
tions, pet-friendly water fountains
and seating for dog owners. The
Warinanco Dog Park will operate on
the same schedule as all Union
County parks, with access available
year-round from dawn to dusk on a
daily basis.


