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BOE Attorney Retiring
After Over 40 Years

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – After 42
years of service to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district, Casper P.
Boehm, Jr. has retired as board at-
torney. A resolution honoring him
for his years of service to the board
was read at last Wednesday’s board
of education meeting.

According to the resolution, Mr.
Boehm started working for the dis-
trict in 1976 and has been attending
bi-monthly meetings as the board’s
legal advisor for 42 years. This equals
1,008 meetings. He also has attended
countless other committee meetings
and special request meetings on the
board’s behalf when needed.

The resolution also stated that
not only did Mr. Boehm conduct
legal business proceedings for the
district, but also prepared a monthly
legal status report of all the legal
business and reviewed all official
board correspondence.

Mr. Boehm was reported to have
been active in organizations that
specialized in the study of law such
as the Association of School Attor-
neys, the Council of School Attor-
neys of the National School Boards
Association and the New Jersey
School Boards Association Conven-
tion Legal Seminar.

Mr. Boehm was noted to have
represented the district in all mat-
ters involving employees and/or stu-
dents before the commissioner of
education, the Public Employment
Relations Commission and all state
and federal courts. In addition, he
was instrumental in all phases of
property acquisition, sale or trans-

fer and reviewed all matters regard-
ing the district’s zoning and plan-
ning boards if it affected the opera-
tion of the school district.

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet W. Hayes, Ed.D., stated that
she was the fourth superintendent
to work with Mr. Boehm. She said,
“it is so important to have good
legal advice for a district and we
were so lucky that Mr. Boehm had
the ability to see all sides of issues.
That insight is so valuable.”

Board President Nancy Bauer
added, “we were so fortunate to
have the stability and continuity with
Mr. Boehm. He will be greatly
missed.”

Each board member then thanked
Mr. Boehm for his 42 years of ser-
vice.

The interview process to fill the
vacancy currently is underway.

In other business, the two-dozen-
member select choir from Park
Middle School sang a handful of
holiday songs for board members.
The group, called the Blue Notes, is
made up of seventh and eighth grad-
ers and is led by Rebekah
Giammarino. All members must au-
dition to be a part of the ensemble.

The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting will be
held on Thursday, January 3, 2019, at
7:30 p.m., in the administration build-
ing at Cedar Street and Evergreen
Avenue in Scotch Plains. This will be
the board’s re-organizational meet-
ing for 2019. Karen Kulikowski,
Tonya Williams and Debora Brody
will be sworn in for their new terms
after having been reelected in No-
vember.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
FAREWELL...It was Fanwood Councilman Jack Molenaar’s last meeting Mon-
day night after nine years on the council. He did not run for reelection this year
because he said his work on council is done. “I left things better than when I
arrived,” he said. His major accomplishments include leading downtown redevel-
opment and getting curbside recycling before the council for passage. He is
transportation director for Rutgers University and a city planner. He will remain
a member of the Fanwood Planning Board, where he has served for 15 years. His
name will be added to a plaque documenting all of Fanwood’s council members.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS TREE...With Christmas around the corner,
people were seeking the perfect tree for their house, as this shopper was recently
at a Scotch Plains Christmas Tree site.

Merry Christmas

Fanwood Council Thanks
Molenaar For His Service

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – After nine years of
service on the Fanwood Council,
Council President Jack Molenaar is
stepping down. A resolution was read
during Monday’s regular meeting of
the governing body thanking Mr.
Molenaar for his years of service.

According to the resolution, Mr.
Molenaar had served the borough for
nine years, with the last six years
being in succession equating to two
consecutive terms. He also served on
the council from 2004 to 2006.

He was thanked for leading the
downtown redevelopment projects,
which have transformed the down-
town area into a thriving business
district.

He also was thanked for spear-
heading the push for curbside recy-
cling.

Mr. Molenaar thanked Mayor Col-
leen Mahr and his council colleagues
for the recognition and stated that he
enjoyed his time on the governing
body and felt his work there was

done. He concluded, “I feel I have left
things better than when I arrived.”

Mr. Molenaar will still be a mem-
ber of the borough’s planning board,
where he has served as a board mem-
ber for the last 15 years.

A presentation was then made to
thank Mayor Mahr for her longtime
service to the borough as mayor. Bor-
ough Historian Joe Nagy honored the
mayor with the signature framed pen-
cil sketch of Fanwood’s Train Station
building. Mr. Nagy thanked her for
her longtime service as mayor. He
noted that she was into her fourth
term as mayor, stating that she is the
longest-serving mayor in the
borough’s history.

The mayor thanked Mr. Nagy for
the recognition and the
acknowledgement of her service, and
tearfully thanked Councilman
Molenaar for his work beside her on
the council dais.

She stated, “it has been my plea-
sure knowing you for the last 16 years.
You have been by my side and we

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

New Police Officers, Park
Proposed For Mountainside

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Four  new
police officers were sworn in at the
Tuesday night meeting of the bor-
ough council. Officer Matthew Carleo
is a 25-year-old graduate of the Essex
County Police Academy. Officer
Jonathan Hagan served in the United
States Navy and was ranked 12th in
his graduating class from the Morris
County Police Academy. Officer
Nicholas Hussey graduated from
Montclair University and served in
the United States National Guard.
Officer Kevin Pierre is an Army vet-
eran who served in Iraq and Korea
and was previously employed by the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

The council unanimously voted in
favor of approving a three-year con-
tract for curbside pickup and recy-
cling with F. Basso Rubbish Removal
Services. Because of a significant
decrease in demand for recycled ma-
terials the entire state has been faced
with an increase in the cost of
curbside pickup. While the borough
solicited bids in August 2018, the
bid from Basso Removal was the
only one which was received and the
annual cost is expected to be
$148,200.

The council also voted to approve
a $195,000 increase in the “not to
exceed” costs for the legal services
provided by the Gibbons, Saiber, and
Post Polak firm in connection with
the defense of the harassment and

discrimination lawsuit filed against
the borough by several members of
the Police Department last spring.
The lawsuit, Stinner versus Borough
of Mountainside, is pending in state
court in Union County.

In order to fund the costs of the
property tax reappraisal ordered
by the Union County Board of
Taxation, the council authorized
an emergency appropriation of
$200,000 in negotiable notes to
retain Appraisal Systems, Inc. of
Morristown to perform the services
required by the state Department
of Taxation, which includes per-
sonal inspections of all residential,
commercial and exempt properties
located in Mountainside at a cost
of approximately $152,800. In ad-
dition, the community will retain
Sterling DiSanto & Associates of
Somerville to perform a Tax Re-
valuation Quality Control Analy-
sis at a cost of $32,600.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, members of the
Beautiful Mountainside Committee
proposed that the borough support
the creation of a pocket park at the
location of the former Levi Cory
House, which is located on the corner
of Mountain Avenue and New Provi-
dence Road.

Todd Evans acted as the spokes-
person for the not-for-profit group
and explained that the creation of a
park would prevent unwanted devel-

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
IN APPRECIATION...Terrill Road Bible Chapel was recognized at Monday’s
Fanwood Borough Council meeting for serving the voters of Fanwood for more
than 20 years as the official polling place for Districts 4 and 5. This year, voting
was permanently moved to La Grande Park. Church member Allan Wilks accepts
the traditional framed print of the Fanwood train station as a token of appreciation
from Mayor Colleen Mahr and the council.
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