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Garwood Thanks Lombardo,
Cuccaro, Bianco for Service

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo, Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro and Councilwoman
Stephanie Bianco were presented
with honorary certificates for their
service at the last borough coun-
cil meeting for 2018. Mayor
Lombardo served the last four
years as Garwood’s mayor and
previously served 21 years on
the borough council. Ms. Cuccaro
has served as a councilwoman
since January 2016. Council-
woman Bianco was appointed
upon Councilman Joseph Sarno’s
departure. Mr. Sarno vacated his
council seat as he was required
to do upon moving to Scotch
Plains.

“Yes, I’m a Republican. Yes,
the mayor is a Democrat. I didn’t
know how to ask a question to
fellow Republicans. I didn’t dare
ask a fellow Democrat. I did dare
to ask our Mayor Lombardo,”
said Councilman Richard
McCormack.

Mayor Lombardo’s answer was

“very kind, very genuine, very
honest, very quick to respond,”
Councilman McCormack said.

On their behalf, Councilman
McCormack and Councilwoman
Bianco presented Mayor
Lombardo with a gift certificate
they had purchased to a local
restaurant to thank him for his
service.

Councilman Marc Lazarow,
Counci lwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock and Councilwoman
and Mayor-elect Sara Todisco
purchased an honorary gavel
for Mayor Lombardo. Ms.
Todisco presented the surprise
gift during closing discussions
on behalf of Democrats on the
council.

Mayor Lombardo would use a
gavel to call meetings to order,
adjourn meetings, and to quiet
down a disruptive audience or
quarreling council.

“Not many people get to be
elected officials to represent their
town, county or state, let alone
do it for 25 years. The Lombardo

THANK YOU, MAYOR LOMBARDO...Garwood Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock presents a certificate to Mayor Charles Lombardo, thanking him
for his service as mayor to the Borough of Garwood.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Engineer for Hartz
Mountain Industries LLC, Jeffrey
Martell of Stonefield Engineer-
ing, presented an Environmental
Impact Study (EIS) of 750 Wal-
nut Avenue, dated November 28,
to the planning board Wednes-
day. Hartz is seeking to con-
struct a 900-unit development
at the site.

Planning board member Dan
Aschenbach and residents ques-
tioned why a study for contami-
nated soil was not performed in
the EIS, given that the site was
home to a variety of manufactur-
ing and industrial companies, in-
cluding pharmaceuticals, and the
adjacent Hyatt Hills golf course is
a brownfields redevelopment site
after General Motors shut down.
Attorney for Hartz Mountain,
James Rhatican, cited the town-
ship ordinance does not specify
such a test is necessitated.

Resident Kathy Allegro asked,
“Do you recall in the August plan-
ning board meeting a discussion
of an Environmental Impact
Study by the board members
and residents whether or not
there was contamination in the
soil going back to 1902 of manu-
facturing there?”

“I do,” Mr. Martell responded.
“Did that seem to you that the

board and residents...are con-
cerned about in rezoning the
property?” Ms. Allegro inquired.

“We understand the concern,
certainly, and we don’t by virtue
... we don’t offer an opinion that
it shouldn’t be. At this particular
time, it is not necessarily part of
the strict requirements or re-
quest for rezone. We acknowl-
edge it needs to be done. It is
something the applicant has cho-
sen to do at a later time...there
are standards that DEP has that
need to be met. They would likely

require some action on the part
of the applicant...,” Mr. Martell
said.

She asked if he felt knowing
any environmental hazardous
material was on the site was
something the board would need
to know before making its deci-
sion.

“I don’t think that is a decision
that I make,” Mr. Martell said. “I
think that’s the board’s ultimate
decision.”

Resident Gerry Caprario recited
a list of former operations that
occurred at 750 Walnut Avenue,
noting Shamrock Technologies,
which had chemicals on site;
Summit Trust Co.; Wilson UTC
Inc., a transportation freight and
cargo company; Schering Corp.,

which had pharmaceutical prepa-
rations; Beechum Products USA,
a state cleanup site related to
SmithKline Beechum, Inc.;
LabCorp, and a hazardous-waste
program run by Fuji Poly, Inc., as
well as Hartz Mountain Indus-
tries, Inc.

Mr. Martell said he did not look
into any of the public reports on
these companies that provide
information pertaining to the
environmental aspects, but had
known some of those companies
were operating at the site. He
said Hartz had not provided any
information related to these sub-
jects.

Mr. Caprario also asked about
the type of fill that Melick-Tully

Hartz Mountain Provides EIS
For Proposed 900-Unit Development

Cranford Schools Study
Discussed at BOE Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Demo-
graphic and Facility Study per-
formed by Ross Haber, Ed.D., to
ready the district for full-day kin-
dergarten, was discussed at the
board of education (BOE) meet-
ing Monday night.

Ross Haber Associates has been
providing services to public-
school districts since 1995, ac-
cording to its website. The orga-
nization specializes in demo-
graphic studies, enrollment pro-
jections, attendance zone analy-
sis and redistricting, facility utili-
zation studies and transporta-
tion efficiency studies.

Mr. Haber, who the district hired
this past spring, describes himself
not as a demographer, but as “an
educational business consultant.”

Hired to do a “preliminary study”
for the district, Mr. Haber was

hired to consider the “feasibility”
of creating a comprehensive
middle school for the district and
having full-day kindergarten.

In the fall, the district sought to
take the plan further, which re-
sulted in a 76-page “data driven”
report created by Ross Haber
that offers the district 10 op-
tions. The Reimagining plan, cur-
rently put forth by Superinten-
dent Scott Rubin, Ed.D., is one of
those options.

This final report by Ross Haber
was made public onthe board of
education website Tuesday and
will be discussed at length at the
community meeting scheduled
at Cranford High School (CHS)
on Monday, December 17.

This meeting was originally
scheduled as a question-and-
answer meeting, but has now
been changed to an informa-
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