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l'ennemi du journaliste

CRANFORD SENIOR LEADERSHIP — PRINGLE, WILLIAMSON, SPEER, SANTARELLI, ROKICKI

Lady Cougar Cagers Look to Be Among County Leaders

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LADY COUGAR CAGERS...Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Sopho-
mores Natalia Kruk and Kirsten Willams, junior Gianna Torretta, sophomore
Elizabeth McCaffery and junior Chloe Carracino; top row, Seniors Lauren
Williamson, Olivia Speer, Meghan Santarelli, Ellie Rokicki and KC Pringle.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top-notched team perfor-
mances have placed the Cranford
High School girls basketball team
among the top tier of Union
County, let alone come sectional
tournament time, for a number
of years and this season the Cou-
gars feel they have the right
formula to remain among the
best. In addition to having a
number of talented athletes
through the years, the Cougars
have enjoyed the guidance of
12-year Head Coach Jackie Dyer.

“I was the JV coach for two
years, so I have been in Cranford
for 14 years,” Coach Dyer con-
firmed.

Last year, the Cougars had a
good formula but ended up on
the very short side of several
stinging one-point defeats. Some
stinging losses were a 41-40 loss
to AL Johnson and a 40-39 loss to
Westfield but the biggest sting
came with a 45-44 loss in the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
semifinals to The Patrick School.

“We lost to them by one in the
semifinals. That was the hardest
I’ve seen the girls play that whole
season. They put their heart and
soul into the entire game. They
[Patrick School] deserved to win
but I couldn’t have been more
proud of how they played,” Coach
Dyer expressed. “We had our
ups and downs. We had some
really good wins then we had
some losses that we shouldn’t
have but they played well from
start to finish.”

Four-year letter winner and

leading scorer Cam Wilchelns,
along with Caroline Kelly, Caroline
McCaffery and Lauren Santarelli
have graduated, so Coach Dyer
has been experimenting to come
up with the right formula this
season.

“She [Wichelns] was a great
scorer for us and last year’s group
had their strengths. This year as
a group, we are younger. I do
have five seniors who have var-
sity experience and then I have
five younger girls. Since the first
day, they have worked so, so
hard from start to finish. I am

very pleased with the way this
season has gone so far,” she
said.

Key ingredients in the formula
will be senior forward KC Pringle,
who led the team with 114 re-
bounds and 24 blocked shots,
and senior forward Megan
Santarelli.

“KC Pringle is a big presence
underneath the basket. She helps
us a lot with rebounding. Megan
Santarelli is another one, who
has stepped up,” Coach Dyer
noted.

Senior Lauren Williamson has

in past years and will be very
effective defensively and offen-
sively.

“Lauren Williamson has been
with us on varsity since her fresh-
man year. She won the counties
with me two years ago. She’s
Lauren! She’s a hard worker,”
Coach Dyer expressed.

Senior forward Olivia Speer to-
taled 122 points and grabbed 64
rebounds last year and more
could be expected this season.

“She’s very vocal on the floor.
She talks to everyone, helps ev-
eryone on defense. She is a big
presence underneath the bas-
ket,” Dyer said.

Senior guard Ellie Rokicki, who
came off the bench last year,
should definitely see more action
this season.

“She’s one of our guards. She
worked hard during the off-sea-
son. I am very impressed with
what she’s done,” Dyer said.

The Cougars have several un-
derclassmen who are expected
to jump right into the mix such as
juniors Gianna Toretta and Chloe
Carracino, and sophomores Liz
McCaffery, Natalia Kruk and
Kirsten Williams.

“Gianna Toretta was on JV last
year. She’s a point guard and she
has worked really hard in the off-
season. She brings some really
good things. Liz McCaffery, she’s
a guard. She brings a lot and has
a really good outside shot. Natalia
Kruk is a post player, really good
rebounder. She is going to be a
force to reckon with on re-
bounds,” Coach Dyer promised.

Another huge asset the Cou-
gars will enjoy this season is the
wealth of multi-sport athletes
such as Williamson, Pringle and
Williams from soccer and
McCaffery from softball just to
name a few.

“I like to see that. I encourage

girls to play more than one sport.
Because they can feel out what
they like better and what their
favorite sport is. So it keeps them
in shape all year round. Each
season prepares them for the
next sport and the next,” Dyer
said.

Each sport requires different
strategies, different movements,
different strengths, different re-
sponsibilities.

“They all kind of intertwine.
You can tell who is the soccer
player, you can tell who plays
volleyball. You see all those dif-
ferent things when you watch
them play,” Coach Dyer said.

All those assets will be needed
too, since the competition in girls
basketball has increased signifi-
cantly in Union County.

“Union County girls basketball
has definitely been top in the
state. It reminds me of when I
played, Union County was really
big. It kind of took a little break
for girls basketball and now it
seems to be that it’s up and
rising again. It’s very competi-
tive. It doesn’t matter who you
are playing, what division you
are in. Everyone comes to play.
You can’t underestimate anyone,”
Coach Dyer cautioned.

And the Cougars are situated in
the top tier conference, the
Watchung Division.

“The girls have shown that that’s
where they belong year in and
year out. Even if we have a sea-
son where we are rebuilding, we
still have stuck with The Patrick
School, Roselle Catholic,
Westfield. Oak Knoll is up there
with us. I think we are going to be
one of the stronger teams this
year,” Coach Dyer opined.

The Cougars will open their sea-
son by hosting the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders this Friday,
December 14, at 7 p.m.
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