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Blue Devils Took Their Lumps, Hung in There
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

SR. LEADERSHIP DONOVAN, RUKA, GOFF, BRIDGMAN

Cougars Look to Out-hustle,
Outwit Opponents in Hoops

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SENIOR LEADERSHIP...The Cougar Cager seniors are comprised of, from left to right: Kevin Donovan, Jeremy Ruka,
Gavin Bridgman and Hunter Goff.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Normally undersized compara-
tively with its Union County oppo-
nents the Cranford High School boys
basketball team has had to rely on
hustle and wit to come up with hard-
earned victories. This year will be the
no different for the Cougars under
first-year Head Coach Sean Trotter,
who had been their Assistant Coach
for the past three years.

Trotter, a 2011 Cranford High
School graduate and outstanding
three-sport athlete in football, base-
ball and basketball, said, “That’s the
plan. Outsmart them, outwork them,
out-hustle them. That is what we are
kind of preaching them this year that
we might not be the tallest, we might
not be the most athletic but we are
going to outwork every single team
we play and out-tough every single
team we play.”

The Cougars will look to returning
starters, seniors Kevin Donovan and
Jeremy Ruka, and seniors Hunter Goff
and Gaven Bridgman to lead the way.

“Returning we have Kevin
Donovan, who is a soccer, basketball
and baseball player. He was hurt last
year, so we didn’t get to see him but
we are expecting a lot out of him this
year how to run our team, play point
guard and control the offense and
defense,” Coach Trotter revealed.

Ruka proved to possess a hot hand
when it came to scoring. He also
should be tough under the boards.

“Jeremy was one of our better play-
ers last year. He’s going to be our
defensive force. He’s our big return-
ing guy. We are going to expect a lot
from him offensively, defensively. We
are relying on him to do a little bit of
everything,” Coach Trotter said.

Goff experienced some playing
time last year but is expected to see
much more this season.

“Hunter Goff didn’t play as much
as he wanted to last year but I think he
will get a lot of time this year and
hopefully be one of our leading scor-
ers,” Coach Trotter said.

Bridgman had been absent from
the basketball court for a few years
but has been very strong on the soccer
field.

“Gaven hasn’t played since his
freshman year but he decided to come
back out. Very good athlete, good
soccer player. He earned his way back
onto this team, so he’s going to be
fighting for a spot with a bunch of
other guys,” Coach Trotter said.

The Cougars could get some mile-
age from another three-sport athlete,
junior Cole Blazek, who was a re-
ceiver on the football team and plays
lacrosse in the spring. Others in the
mix are juniors Patrick Blowe, An-
thony DeCostello, Jake DeClerico and

Anthony Serson, along with sopho-
mores Jack Connolly, Dennis
DeMarino, Devin Haughey, Adam
Kutzer and Arjun Petgrave.

“Union County forever has been so
good in basketball. But what else
would you want? You have your guys
play against the best and battle every
game. It’s one of those counties where
there’s never that easy game where
you get a freebee. It makes us have to
work hard every single day and I
think our guys are up for that this
year,” Coach Trotter commented.

This season the Cougars will com-
pete in the Union County Conference
Valley Division, along with New
Providence, Roselle, Governor
Livingston, Hillside and AL Johnson.

“That’s what Union County is! No
matter which conference you are in,
it’s going to be a tough game with a
tough team. We are just going to
come in one day at a time, work every
day to get better and see where that
takes us,” Coach Trotter said.

The Cougars’ season opener will
be at James Caldwell on Friday, De-
cember 14. The first home game will
be against the Millburn Millers on
Tuesday, December 18.

“There’s a great attitude going on
in here. The kids are really excited for
the season. They are working really
hard. We are excited to put our name
out there,” Coach Trotter expressed.

Charles Mulrooney (September 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ANOTHER SACK ATTACK...Old Bridge quarterback Bryson Corbett gets sacked by Blue Devil defensive end Colin Freer,
No. 11, who had three sacks and a huge tackle of the punter that set up Westfield’s first TD. The Blue Devils won 33-17.
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4 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath Colonial. Gourmet EIK, FDR, FR with gas fireplace,
finished basement, walk-up attic, 2 car built-in garage.

5 Bedroom, 5.1 Bath CHC. EIK, HWF, fireplaces, spacious deck, 3 car gar.
Fin bsmt - wet bar, steam room and exercise equipment area.

NEW COLONIAL
WESTFIELD $1,079,000

CUSTOM COLONIAL
WESTFIELD $1,695,000

Peter Lisciotto

COLONIAL
CRANFORD $785,000
Gorgeous 5 BR 2.5 BA Col. in desirable North side location. Situated on
1/4 acre just 1 block to NYC Exp Bus & 1/2 mile to train & downtown.

COLONIAL
FANWOOD $739,900
4 year young, 4 BR, 2.5 Bath Colonial on a desirable tree-lined street just
blocks from the train/bus to NYC and downtown Fanwood.
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pass knock downs (KD) with four.
Junior lineman Declan McCauley (19
tackles, sack, 16 assisted, 1 KD) led
the team with seven TFL. Junior line-
backer Will Kessler had 49 tackles (4
TFL), 32 assists and a KD. Senior co-
captain Emmett Smith recorded 41
tackles (1 TFL), 38 assisted, two KD
and led the team with five intercep-
tions.

Linebackers Reid Colwell, a jun-
ior, had 39 tackles, 48 assisted and a
KD; sophomore Dan Shakal (29 tack-
les, 2 TFL, sack, 43 assisted) had two
KD, and senior Kourey Kania had 29
tackles, 36 assisted and a KD. Co-
captain/defensive back Jordan
Simpson had 25 tackles (1 TFL), 11
assisted and two KD. Defensive line-
men Matt O’Connor, a junior, (25
tackles, 25 assisted) had two TFL, a
sack and a fumble recovery; sopho-
more Jon Heard had 15 tackles (4
TFL) and 22 assisted; and co-captain
Noah Levy had 15 tackles (2 TFL, 1.5
sacks) and 16 assisted. Senior Griffin
Aslanian (13 tackles, 3 TFL, 11 as-
sisted) had two interceptions and three
KDs. Senior defensive back Devon
McLane had 11 tackles and six as-
sisted. Junior Griffin Rooney had an
interception.

Offensively, junior quarterback

Hank Shapiro completed 146 of 253
passes for 1,681 yards, including 16
touchdowns (TD) and eight intercep-
tions. This season he had four 200+
passing games — 24-36-227, 2 TD
(St. Joes), 16-29-208 (Union), 14-14-
201, 2 TD (Old Bridge), 19-29-228, 2
TD (West Morris Central). Last year
Shapiro completed 107 of 189 for
1,423 yards, including 13 TD and
four interceptions.

Senior tight end Tommy Norris led
the team in receptions with 39 for 413
yards and four TD. Norris had 11
receptions for 89 yards and a TD
against St. Joes and also had seven
receptions for 90 yards and a TD
against West Morris. Smith had 33
receptions for 274 yards, including
two TD. His best game was against
Old Bridge where he six receptions
for 47 yards.

Griffin Rooney got into the recep-
tion racket midway through the sea-
son and finished with 19 receptions
for 381 yards, including three TD. He
had eight receptions for 117 yards
and a TD against West Morris and
five receptions for 140 yards and two
TD against Plainfield. Senior Justin
Chambliss had 17 receptions for 161
yards and one TD (Linden). Senior
Jacob Saltzer had 14 receptions for

260 yards and two TD (Both TDs
came against Old Bridge). Junior Tim
Alliegro had nine receptions for 97
yards, including a TD, and Aslanian
had seven receptions for 47 yards.

Alliegro was the primary running
back but sat out the last four games
due to injury. Alliegro carried 125
times for 495 yards, including three
TD. His best performance was against
Old Bridge (30 carries, 181 yards, 2
TD). Last year Alliegro carried 178
times for 920 yards, including eight
TD. Junior Nick Martini stepped in
and carried 93 times for 283 yards
and Shapiro carried 36 times for 142
yards, including two TD.

Kessler handled the punting and
averaged 36 yards. Sophomore Mack
Prybylski kicked 17 points after TD
and added three field goals. Smith
returned 15 kickoffs for 266 yards
and seven punts for 37 yards.

Next year the Blue Devils will re-
turn the bulk of their starters and
those young defensive and offensive
lines will bring one year of experi-
ence.

“It’s an important off-season if we
want to turn this around and get back
to where we’ve been the previous six
seasons. We need to get stronger and
faster,” Coach DeSarno suggested.


