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LYGHT, DEVIZIO EXPECTED TO LEAD YOUNG RAIDERS

Lady Raiders Have Numbers,
Low on Experience in Hoops

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By any measure, the 2017-2018
season was a great success for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team. The Raiders
finished with a winning record while
advancing to the quarterfinal round in
the tough Union County Tournament.
They also won their first-round state
playoff game by 30 points over Eliza-
beth before being eliminated by
Westfield in the second round. Fourth-
year head coach Ryan McKenna
knows the importance of last year’s
accomplishments as he continues to
work toward turning the Raider pro-
gram into a consistent force in Union
County girls’ basketball.

“We made it to the Union County
Tournament quarters last year. We
were the lowest seed to do so as we
upset UC in the first round (10/7
match-up). We also won our first state
game in about 10 years. We had a
terrific season at 15-11 and it was
important to give the girls a sense of
success, not only for the seniors who
had struggled through losing seasons,
but for the girls that were behind them
to understand that winning should be
an expectation.”

So the Raiders have definitely cre-
ated something they can build on as
the 2018-19 season tips off. But they
will have to continue the momentum
without a lot of the familiar faces that
helped them get back on the winning
track last year. McKenna knows his
current group faces a tough challenge
in repeating the success of last season’s
team.

“We lost a lot last year. We lost five
seniors (3 starters) that played a key
role last year. Nya Downing, Brianna
O’Brien, Abbe Burton, Isabella
Corsaro and Kaysia Minor all have
graduated. We will be young for sure,
but I think we have a lot of athleticism
to compete like we did last year. We
are looking to improve on our record
and improve our team as the season
goes along.”

The Raider roster is deep in num-
bers heading into the new season if
somewhat short on experience. The
lineup is still to be determined but
McKenna knows who he expects will
lead the team throughout the season.

“Still working through the starting
five. We could have a different start-
ing five often depending on who works
harder in practice. But, we expect
Corinne Lyght and Stefanie DeVizio,
our two returning starters from last
year to lead the team.”

Lyght, a 5’10” sophomore guard/
forward, averaged 6.4 points per game
and 3.6 rebounds as a freshman. Lyght,
a standout soccer player, brings out-
standing quickness to the court and
figures to only get better as she gains
more experience. DeVizio, a 5’5" se-
nior, will anchor the backcourt for
McKenna’s Raiders. As a junior,
DeVizio averaged 6.1 points per game.
DeVizio poured in 15 points in the
first round state tournament victory
over Elizabeth.

Competing for time in the rotation
will be seniors Hannah Lyman (5’8”
Forward), Abby Saperstein (5’8” For-
ward), Eboni Davis (5’8” Forward),
Meghan Duthie (5’7” Forward), Mor-
gan Wilson (5’8” Forward), Brenna
McNamara (5’4” Guard) and Amy
Magrino (5’3” Guard).

Juniors Sarah Dill (5’5” Guard)
and Gabby Aloe (5’3” Guard) are
also in the backcourt mix. A pair of
sophomores, Ryann Wall (5’3” Guard)
and Madison Starosa (5’6” G/F) could
also see court time.

Freshmen Julia DeVizio (5’5”
Guard) and Leah Klurman (5’5”
Guard) offer intriguing incoming tal-
ent. Lyght, DeVizio, Aloe and
Klurman all come to the Raiders from
the highly successful varsity soccer
team.

“This is my fourth season as the
head coach and I’d like to think that
our program has improved. We have

more girls coming to tryouts and play-
ers from other sports, specifically
soccer, entering the fold. We now
have a PAL program that we will lean
on to be a feeder system in our town
and hopefully continue to build from
there. I’d like to see more girls com-
ing into the high school excited to be
a part of our program. We had a lot of
fun last year and of course the success
was a part of that, but I think our
coaching staff has also made it a fun
culture to be around. Having some of
our best athletes playing basketball
will hopefully translate and build upon
the success that we had last year.”

Of course, the Raiders have a long
way to go if they are to consistently
challenge the likes of powerhouse
programs Roselle Catholic, The
Patrick School and Westfield in the
tough Union County girls’ basketball
landscape.

“Union County is a very difficult
conference. But I think Westfield and
Cranford have shown that the public
schools can certainly compete with
the likes of Roselle Catholic and The
Patrick School. Whether the public
schools can remain as consistent as
the private schools remains to be seen,
but basketball is an unpredictable
sport. In a one game playoff anything
can happen.”

The Raiders tip off the 2018-19
season December 14 with a visit to
Cranford.

Hilltopper Icemen Chill
Westfield Blue Devils, 4-1
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BATTLING FOR THE PUCK...Blue Devil senior John Humiston, right No. 22,
battles a Summit Hilltopper for control of the puck.

In January of 2018, the Westfield
High School boys varsity ice hockey
team upset the heavily favored rival
Summit Hilltoppers to win the Union
County Championship. It proved to
be the only blemish on the Summit
resume for the season as they went on
to win the New Jersey Public C cham-
pionship.

The most recent clash of these two
Union County hockey titans took place
at Warinanco Park last week. The
Hilltoppers, still stinging from the
County championship loss, exacted a
small measure of revenge with a 4-1
victory over the Blue Devils, but
Westfield showed the win last season
was no fluke.

A highly competitive first period
ended with the score 0-0. Blue Devil
senior captain CJ Duffy, the MVP of
the county tournament last year, con-
tinued to frustrate the Hilltoppers with
stellar goalkeeping. Duffy finished
the night with 33 saves.

Summit was able to break through
the Great Wall of Duffy early in the
second period for the first goal of the
game. Westfield responded quickly
when senior John Humiston, continu-
ing to wield a hot twig, banged home
the equalizer on a power play to knot
the score at 1-1. Junior Dylan Howard
and freshman Thomas Conrad each

provided a sweet pass to earn assists
on the play. The goal was Humiston’s
third in the past two games.

Less than a minute later Summit’s
Tom Pryymak, the NJIIHL player of
the year last season, scored the go-
ahead goal. The end of the second
period queued up the Zamboni and
sent the squads to their dressing rooms
with Summit clinging to a 2-1 lead.

The talented Hilltoppers continued
to press in the third period. The
Westfield defense corps led by junior
stalwart Trevor Tanella put on a val-
iant effort in their own end. Fellow
defensemen senior Tommy Duffy,
sophomore Kyle Azzaretto and the
freshman Conrod all battled mightily.
Ultimately the depth of the Summit
squad prevailed and two more third
period Summit tallies resulted in the
4-1 final.

With their first loss of the season
the Blue Devils record stands at 1-1-
1.

Follow the WHS boys varsity ice
hockey team on Twitter
@westfieldpuck for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit
WHSpuckon FaceBook and
Instagram Pages. See the website for
up to date team schedules
atwww.westfieldhockey.com.

David B. Corbin (February 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING RAIDER SENIOR...Senior Stefanie DeVizio, right, who was a leader on the girls soccer team, is one of the
Raiders’ returning starters this season. DeVizio and sophomore Corinne Lyght are expected to provide leadership..
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Blue Devils to Work with Multi-Sport Athletes
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

playing all different sports. It helped
me in each sport, playing a different
sport, and this year we have a ton of
guys playing multiple sports,” Coach
McKeon explained.

In fact, McKeon played a key role
in the Magical No. 11 baseball game
in 2002 when the Blue Devils claimed
their 11th Union County Tournament
crown with a 7-4 (equals 11) victory
over AL Johnson. McKeon (uniform
No. 22 — 11 doubled) whacked a
two-run double. Pitcher Jay Cook re-
tired 11 straight Crusaders and Ben

Koket (No. 11) had the first hit, scored
the first run and hauled in the final
out. The Blue Devils, who had 11 hits,
scored most of their runs in the fifth
and sixth innings (equal 11) and sent
11 players to the plate during those
innings.

McKeon firmly believes the multi-
sport experience will pay off.

“Out of the 15 guys that are out
here, 11 of them are multi-sport ath-
letes and eight of them play football.
And at a high level. They are starters,
they are contributors and a lot of them

now, who are juniors, were contribu-
tors as sophomores, so this is their
third season to play a varsity sport. I
am excited they bring their knowl-
edge, their winning spirit. They have
been through the tough game of foot-
ball. They know what it takes to be a
championship team. That’s going to
help the younger guys. It can help the
older guys that weren’t part of a cham-
pionship team. It’s going to give a
good overall team morale,” he said.

McKeon will look to returning se-
niors Matt Crowley and Sebastian
Ferrero for leadership.

“Matt Crowley, the sky is the limit
with this kid. He has a great basket-
ball mind. Sebastian is going to be
very tough guard. Some people kind
of pigeonholed him as a spot up
shooter but he’s far more than that.
He’s really put time into his craft to
get better. Those are probably the
biggest contributors from the team
before,” Coach McKeon said.

Others, who have experienced
playing time last year are seniors
Adam Perry, Tommy McGuire,
Michael Kane and Nick Murray.

“Murray, Tommy McGuire,
Michael Kane! Those are the guys,
who didn’t get the minutes they
wanted to but they are going to be
major contributors this year,” Coach
McKeon promised.

Several players from the football
team, juniors Colin Freer, Hank
Shapiro, Griffin Rooney, Declan
McCauley and Will Kessler, and
freshman Logan Howland, are in the
mix or could definitely add depth to
the squad. Additionally junior An-
drew Echausse, co-captain of the soc-
cer team, is in the mix.

“Every sport is different, so com-
ing from football these guys are still
getting their legs underneath. The
transition is going to take a little bit
but the beauty we have on this team is
the depth. We are not going to be six
deep. We are looking to go to 10 or 11
deep. There is talent on this bench
from top to bottom. There is no weak
link. Nobody has to be a 20-point
scorer. Everybody has their role. This
team already has shown that they
want to do well for the others,” Coach
McKeon pointed out.

The Blue Devils must indeed know
their roles since Union County may
be the toughest county in the state for
boys basketball.

“I think the area that we live in we
have been blessed to have a lot of
players go on to the next level and we
have been in the mix with them a long
time now. We understand as a team
that we must be as competitive as
possible to move forward, work as a
team. We don’t have the luxury of
having a team full of D-1 athletes but
we have a bunch of players, who can
play at the next level and are very
athletic. If we can play as a team, we
can compete with anybody,” Coach
McKeon said.

This season, the Blue Devils will
compete in the Union County Con-
ference Mountain Division, which
will include Rahway, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Summit.

“We are in a different division but
we still play the same teams we have
in the past. It’s a very competitive
division. Scotch Plains has been fan-
tastic for the last three years. Rahway
has been winning 15 plus games for
many years now. Summit, they are
very competitive. They run every-
thing perfectly and they are very big.
They just had a successful football
season too and I know a bunch of
those guys are playing basketball.
Now they have the winning champi-
onship mindset coming into another
season,” Coach McKeon.

The Blue Devils will open their
season with a trip to Union to face
Rahway on Friday, December 14, at
7 p.m. The showdowns with the Raid-
ers will come later in the season.

“I think we match up well. Those
are the teams we want to be facing.
The rival of Scotch Plains is always
going to be there. It was there like one
game a year. Now we get to play
twice, so that’s always fun,” Coach
McKeon expressed.

Raider Lyght Named All-American Soccer
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School sophomore Corinne Lyght was

among 57 girls to be named to the United Soccer Coaches All-America Team
in soccer. By light of that announcement, Lyght was also selected to the All-
East Region team.

David B. Corbin (September 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SOCCER COACHES ALL-AMERICAN..Raider Corinne Lyght, No. 6.

The Westfield High School bowl-
ing team opened its season with a
strong 7-0 shutout performance
against Roselle Park at Jersey Lanes
in Linden on December 4, finishing
with a total wood of 3,004. One day
laste, the Blue Devils rolled over the
AL Johnson Crusaders, 7-0, (3,101-
2,475).

Freshman Dante Morales was one
frame away from bowling a perfect
game against the Roselle Park Pan-
thers, finishing Game 1 with a score
of 279. Morales finished the match
with a 659 series.

Junior Trey Rabinowitz scored the
highest series of the match bowling a
237, 179, 256 to finish with a 672
series. Other high scores in the match
were senior Co-captains William
Shepherd with a 232 and Dylan
Kurstedt at 202.

 Kurstedt and Shepard each rolled
over 200 in all three of their games
against the ALJ Crusaders. Kurstedt
rolled a 252 (high game), 235 and 222
for the high series of 709 and Shepard
rolled 234, 121 and 209 for a 655
series.

Rabinowitz exceeded 200 twice
with games of 224 and 214, and Mo-
rales recorded a 243 game. Andrew
Beach rolled the high series for the
Crusaders with a 572 and Toan Le set
the tone for the Crusaders with a high
game of 246.

BOWLER BREAKDOWN:
WESTFIELD:

William Shepard — 232, 183, 182 for
597 total
Trey Rabinowitz — 237, 179, 256 for
672 total
Jon Grossman — 186, 156, 169 for 511
total
Dante Morales — 279, 144, 236 for 659
total
Dylan Kurstedt — 181, 182, 202 for 565
total
Games — 1,115, 844, 1,045 for 3,004
total

ROSELLE PARK:
David Green — 152, 124, 154 for 430
total
Fransiel Melo — 136, 158, 180 for 474
total
Dan Gerten — 95, 171, 135 for 401 total
Ralph Schoner — 171, 154, 121 for 446
total
Parv Patel — 171, 160, 153 for 484 total
Games — 725, 767, 743 for 2,235 total

BOWLER BREAKDOWN:
WESTFIELD:

William Shepard — 209, 234, 212 for
655 total
Trey Rabinowitz — 166, 224, 214 for
604 total
Jon Grossman — 169, 173, 193 for 535
total
Dante Morales — 243, 180, 175 for 598
total
Dylan Kurstedt — 252, 235, 222 for 709
total
Games — 1,039, 1,046, 1,016 for 3,101
total

AL JOHNSON:
Zeke Tosun — 181, 101, 0 for 282 total
Andrew Beach — 195, 207, 170 for 572
total
Nick Kelly — 106, 168, 168 for 442 total
Evandro Galli — 159, 147, 209 for 515
total
Toan Le — 179, 246, 134 for 559 total
Matt Hartzler — 0, 0, 105 for 105 total
Games — 820, 869, 786 for 2,475 total

Blue Devil Bowlers Rout
Panthers, Crusaders, 7-0


