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First Pres. Church Reveals
Christmas, New Year Events
CRANFORD — The First Pres-

byterian Church of Cranford, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue, has
released its schedule of Christmas
season worship services.

The Chancel Choir, under the di-
rection of Alison Ruth Nead and
accompanied by Robert Grube, will
present a special Christmas Cantata
on Sunday, December 23, at 10 a.m.
“A Ceremony of Lessons and Car-
ols,” arranged by Anna Laura Page
and Jean Anne Shafferman, will fea-
ture beloved seasonal scripture read-
ings interspersed with carols that
include a touch of Handel and Bach.

On Monday, December 24,
Christmas Eve services will begin
at 4 p.m. with a Children’s Christ-
mas Pageant entitled “Christmas
Special Delivery,” arranged by
Mark Brymer and Mark Bernthal.
The production will include more
than 25 children from grades 1 to 8,
under the direction of Elsa Hahn
and accompanied by Ann Weeks.

At 8 p.m., the Reverend J. Chris-

tian Kile will lead a traditional
Christmas Eve service with famil-
iar Christmas carols, full choirs and
organ music. During the final hymn,
“Silent Night, Holy Night,” the
lights will be dimmed and candle-
light will fill the sanctuary.

There will be a candlelight ser-
vice at 11 p.m., where Holy Com-
munion will be served. The service
will end with dimming of the lights
and the singing of “Silent Night,
Holy Night” by candlelight.

The following Monday, December
31, a Labyrinth Walk will take place
at the church from 10:30 p.m. through
midnight. This calming and medita-
tive event is designed to help prepare
hearts and minds for the coming year.

The First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford is a family-friendly church
with programs for children and
teens, and a recognized passion for
serving the community, the home-
less and the hungry.

For more information, call the
church office at (908) 276-8440 or
visit firstprescranford.org, Facebook
and Instagram @firstprescranford
and on Twitter @firstprescranfd.

Holy Trinity to Offer
Blue Christmas Service

WESTFIELD — The Catholic
Church of the Holy Trinity, located at
512 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, in-
vites the community to attend its Blue
Christmas Service on Friday, Decem-
ber 21, at 7:30 p.m.

This service is especially designed
for those who find the holidays diffi-
cult due to the death of a loved one;
physical or mental health issues; fi-
nancial concerns or unemployment;
addiction; being victims of violence;
having endured a broken relation-
ship, or being hungry, homeless or
doubtful.

The Blue Christmas Service will
feature prayer, scripture and music as
the Word of God comes to shine light
into darkness. Everyone, regardless
of church background (or lack of it),
is welcome. This service will be fol-
lowed by light refreshments.

Christmas Show Set
Saturday at FUMC

WESTFIELD — The First United
Methodist Church of Westfield will
open its doors for a free Community
Christmas Show featuring multigen-
erational talent and aspiring musicians
this Saturday, December 15, at 4 p.m.

A church choir will sing familiar
tunes while soloists and instrumental-
ists showcase holiday favorites. Guests
will enjoy the traditional sounds of a
bell choir and some charming sur-
prises during the one-hour show.

All are invited to a reception after
the show for some complimentary
light refreshments. For information
on other local holiday events, go to
christmasinwestfield.com.

SANTA MAKES A SPLASH...Santa and his elves join participants in the pool at
last year’s Swim with Santa festivities at the Westfield Area YMCA. This year’s
event will be held this Sunday, December 16, from 1 to 3 p.m., at the Main Y
Facility in Westfield.

‘Swim With Santa’ On Tap
Sunday at Westfield Area Y
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area YMCA invites the community
to celebrate the holiday season at its
third annual “Swim with Santa”
event this Sunday, December 16, at
the Main Y Facility, located at 220
Clark Street, Westfield.

Participants choose a 30-minute
time slot, between 1 and 3 p.m., to
swim with Santa and his elves. A
parent or guardian must be in the pool
with children under age 5 or children
who can not swim. Before or after
their time in the pool, attendees can
enjoy more fun with arts and crafts.

Registration is open to members
and non-members online at
westfieldynj.org or in person at the
Welcome Center located at the Main
Y Facility. Proceeds benefit the Y’s
Annual Support Campaign, which
ensures that no one who lives or
works in Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside or Westfield and is
experiencing a bona fide financial
hardship is denied the opportunity

to participate at the Y.
Additionally, the Westfield Area

YMCA serves as a drop-off loca-
tion for the Westfield Food Pantry.
Visitors are invited to bring a non-
perishable item.

For more information, contact
Sharon London at
slondon@westfieldynj.org or call
(908) 301-YMCA (9622).

Information on all classes, pro-
grams, leagues and events offered
at the Westfield Area YMCA can be
found at westfieldynj.org or by call-
ing (908) 301-YMCA (9622).

IHM to Host Healing Mass,
Christmas Church Services
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Im-

maculate Heart of Mary Parish will
host a Healing Mass, or Mass of
Anointing, this Saturday, Decem-
ber 15, at 11 a.m., in the Main
Church. The church is located at
1571 South Martine Avenue, Scotch
Plains.

Although the sacrament termed
“Anointing of the Sick” is normally
associated with the terminally ill,
this Mass represents a broader out-
reach to those who are troubled in
body, mind and spirit. As such, it
takes a holistic approach towards
the well-being of the individual in a
communal setting that acknowl-
edges humans’ need for healing, for-
giveness and acceptance by God
and by one another.

Healing, and the peace it brings,
is regarded as another step in the
journey of the Advent season lead-
ing up to Christmas. Although the
Mass is a religious celebration, it is
free and open to all who feel a need
for healing.

All in the community also are
invited to “Come Home for Christ-
mas” by joining in the parish cel-
ebration of the feast. Immaculate
Heart of Mary will host a Children’s

Nativity on Monday, December 24,
at 3:30 p.m., followed by Mass at 4
p.m. In addition, Mass will be cel-
ebrated at 6 p.m. and at 10:30 p.m.
on Christmas Eve, as well as at 9
a.m., 10:30 a.m. and noon on Christ-
mas Day, Tuesday, December 25.

For additional information and
directions, call the parish office at
(908) 889-2100 or see the parish
website, ihmparish.net.

Church Invites All To
Lessons and Carols

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Com-
munity Presbyterian Church will hold
its Fourteenth Annual Festival of Les-
sons and Carols this Sunday, Decem-
ber 16, at 5:30 p.m., in the sanctuary.

All are invited to enjoy this beloved
traditional candlelight service of scrip-
ture readings and music. The service
will feature the choirs of the church,
joined by harpist and Mountainside
native Joanne Hansen. A reception
will follow. The Community Presby-
terian Church is located at 1459 Deer
Path, Mountainside. For further infor-
mation, call (908) 232-9490.

Presbyterian Church Invites
All to Christmas Services

WESTFIELD — The community
is invited to the seasonal services
scheduled at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield. Advent is be-
ing celebrated on Sundays in De-
cember at the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
services in the main sanctuary and
Westminster Hall.

The Christmas Eve schedule in-
cludes three services to be held in the
church sanctuary. To start the evening,
a 5 p.m. service, designed for fami-
lies, allows the children to dress in
costumes and be a part of the telling
of the Christmas story that will be
punctuated by the congregational
singing of Christmas carols.

After that service, 8 p.m. and 10

p.m. services will be offered. With
the Reverend Sam Henderson presid-
ing, the services each will feature
special music by the Chancel Choir.
Under the direction of organist/music
director Paul Sanner, sacred music
will begin 20 minutes before the start
of the services.

Free, handicap-accessible parking
is available in the church’s parking
lot at 140 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield. For more information
about the services specifically or the
church in general, call the church
office at (908) 233-0301. With a motto
of “Share, Grow, Serve,” The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield welcomes
all who are looking for a church home.
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CELEBRATE THE SEASON…The Presbyterian Church in Westfield welcomes
all to share the joy of Advent and Christmas during services held at the church,
including three on Christmas Eve.

MLK Assoc. Announces
Commemoration Service

WESTFIELD — The Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Association of
Westfield will hold its 32nd Annual
Interfaith Commemoration Service
on Monday, January 21, 2019.

This service will be hosted by the
First Congregational Church of
Westfield, located at 125 Elmer

Street, where the Reverend Mark
Boyea is pastor. The theme for the
2019 program year is “Responding
to Acts of Hatred.”

The Dr. King Association spon-
sors an annual essay contest in the
local elementary and intermediate
schools, in which students are in-
vited to respond to the challenge of
this theme. Contest winners will be
recognized at the upcoming service.
The commemoration program will
include participants from local
churches, mosques and synagogues
as well as other civic organizations.

The service will start at 1 p.m.
and will be preceded by a police-
escorted march departing from the
Dr. King monument on the south-
side circle at 12:30 p.m. The pub-
lic is invited to participate in both
the march and the service.

The keynote speaker for this event
will be Stanley Talbert, a doctoral
student at Union Theological Semi-
nary in New York City, where he
studies Systematic Theology and
African-American Studies. Mr.
Talbert is a published author of nu-
merous articles and papers. He also
is a well-established lecturer who
has given lectures and presentations
in the United States, Europe and
Africa. Mr. Talbert is the recipient
of many awards and Fellowships.

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Association will give more detailed
information about Mr. Talbert and
his accomplishments ahead of the
commemoration service.

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. As-
sociation has been a part of the Westfield
community for more than 30 years. The
purpose of the association is to inspire
and encourage local communities to
seek and adopt the high ideals espoused
by Dr. King – especially those ideals
that promote respect, fairness and jus-
tice for all people.

For further information, call
Elizabeth Wolf at (908) 654-6770.

Road Runners Plan
Hangover 5k Run

WESTFIELD — The Central Jer-
sey Road Runners Club will host its
37th Annual Hangover 5k Run on
Tuesday, January 1, at noon, at
Tamaques Park in Westfield. Regis-
tration details are available at
cjrrc.org.

Alzheimer’s Caregivers
To Meet December 21
WESTFIELD — Jewish Family

Service of Central New Jersey, a non-
sectarian health and social service
agency, will host an Alzheimer’s Sup-
port Group, through Alzheimer’s New
Jersey, on Friday, December 21. It
will take place from 10 to 11 a.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield.

Free and open to Alzheimer’s/De-
mentia caregivers in the community,
this program is run in accordance
with Alzheimer’s New Jersey guide-
lines. Participants are welcome to
join the group at any time. This sup-
port group is not suitable for indi-
viduals with the dementia diagnosis.

Registration is recommended. If
planning to attend, or seeking more
information about JFS’ program for
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Disorders,
contact Alice Greenberg-Sheedy, Li-
censed Clinical Social Worker, at
agreenberg-sheedy@jfscentralnj.org
or (908) 352-8375.

GET YOUR TREE!...The Westfield Area Y Men’s Club Christmas Tree
Sale is well underway, with a wide selection of trees, wreaths and roping
available. With so many trees, the Y Men are in need of volunteers to help
at the lot. In addition, the club is always seeking new members who share
values of respect, responsibility, volunteerism and youth development. The
Y Men’s Club is a service organization that raises money for charitable
causes. For more information, stop by the Elm Street Field tree lot and talk
to any member, visit westfieldynj.org/get-involved/community-partners/ys-
mens-club/, or check out the club on Facebook at “Westfield Area Y’s Men’s
Club Christmas Tree Sale.” Pictured, the tree lot bustles with volunteers
helping customers pick the perfect tree.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Cranford Seniors
Seek New Members

CRANFORD — The Thursday
Cranford Senior group is seeking
new members. The group takes part
in many fun activities such as trips,
luncheons and bingo, among other
offerings.

Participants will have opportuni-
ties to spend time with old friends,
build new friendships and socialize
within the Cranford community. In-
terested persons are asked to call Lori-
Ann Donnelly, senior citizen program
coordinator, at (908) 709-7283.

Cranford Rec. Posts
Winter Registration

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
currently is conducting registration
for Winter programs. Its Fall/Winter
brochure lists all winter programs,
which also may be viewed online at
cranfordnj.org/recreation-parks or
on Facebook at facebook.com/
CranfordRecreationAndParks. All
programs are for Cranford residents
only.

The recreation and parks depart-
ment strongly encourages registra-
tion for all classes to be done online
through Community Pass. Online reg-
istration enables participants to reg-
ister 24 hours a day, seven days a
week; to make payment by credit
card and to receive the latest program
updates as they occur through their
account. Participants may access their
existing account or create a new ac-
count by visiting https://
register.communitypass.net/cranford.

Anyone needing assistance to reg-
ister online or who has any other
questions is invited to stop by the
recreation and parks department, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford,
or call (908) 709-7283.

St. Bart’s to Present
Christmas Concert

SCOTCH PLAINS — St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church will present its 16th
Annual Parish Christmas Concert this
Saturday, December 15. Prelude mu-
sic by local bluegrass group Dollr
Hollr will begin at 6:30 p.m. The
main concert will start at 7 p.m.

The concert will feature the adult
and children’s choirs, chamber or-
chestra, contemporary band and spe-
cial guests. Concert-goers will be
treated to old familiar carols, con-
temporary holiday tunes and unex-
pected arrangements of traditional
songs, as well as a sing-along portion.

St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church is located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue, Scotch Plains. Admission is
free, but a suggested $10 donation
supports the church’s music ministry.


