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– Obituaries –

BIRTHDAY GIRLS...Members of Club ’43, an organization of women who live
and/or work in Westfield and were born in 1943, celebrate their 75th birthdays
at a dinner November 29 at Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Judith Thompson, Madeleine Sullivan, Lynn Bilman,
Tina Lesher, Amanda Arellano, Linnea Rhodes, Nell Goodwin, Mary McEnerney,
Penny Dinger and Mary Herald. The club was founded in 1983 and was the
subject of a 2006 book titled “Club ’43.”

DISTINGUISHED GUEST...District Governor John Wilson visited the Ro-
tary Club of Westfield on December 4 and presented the banner with this
year’s Rotary theme, “Be The Inspiration,” to Club President Clark Lagemann.
Governor Wilson represents the Rotary International President and commu-
nicates his message to the clubs. He is visiting the 87 Rotary Clubs in District
7475, which spans nine counties in northern New Jersey with more than 2,000
members. Pictured, from left to right, are: Past President Phil Salerno,
Governor Wilson, Mr. Lagemann, President Elect Liz Ensslin and Past
District Governor Dr. D. Michael Hart. The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
the first three Tuesdays of the month for lunch, at 12:15 p.m., at the Westfield
Area Y. Guests are always welcome.

Leonilda Ruggiero, Beloved Wife, Mother,
Grandmother and Great-Grandmother

Leonilda Ruggiero passed away
quietly Thursday evening, Decem-
ber 6, 2018, at her home in
Westfield, N.J. Her loving family
was at her bedside to ease her tran-
sition as she took her last breaths.
She was born in a small town, Ruvo
del Monte, in Southern Italy, on
January 22, 1926 to Michele
Galassi and Carmela Casino.

At the age of 33, with three chil-
dren in tow, she reluctantly departed
from her mother, sister and culture.
She came to the United States by
boat to join her husband, who was
also an Italian immigrant and had
secured legal residency as a furni-
ture maker in Grand Rapids, Mich.,
in 1957. She gave birth to one daugh-
ter in Michigan, and in 1965 she
moved with her family to Brooklyn,
N.Y., where a fifth child was born.
Leonilda lived in Brooklyn until
2014, when her husband of 68 years
died at the age of 100. As her health
deteriorated, she moved to Westfield,
N.J., and lived out her final years
with her youngest daughter.

She was a homemaker who raised
five children and took on several
side jobs as an elderly caregiver in
a nursing home in Brooklyn. She
loved to be around people and
learned English well enough to be

an interpreter when she was in her
60s. An adoring grandmother, she
cherished spending time with her
grandkids and relished amusing
them with her sparkle and wit. She
will be remembered not only for
her compassionate, loving nature
but also for her homemade soups,
pasta, pizza and fried dough, her
love of rich patterns and detailed
fabric and clothing, and her great
fondness for colorful butterflies.

Although her illness took her away
from her family she will always
remain in their hearts. Leonilda is
survived by her five children, Lucy
(Richard), Nick (Zabel), Michelle
(Mario), Madeline and Camille
(Will); ten grandchildren, Nicole,
David, Skyler, Dawn, Michelle,
Mario Jr. (Lauren), Leanna, Chris-
tian, Heather and Erica, and six
great-grandchildren, Sophia,
Michael, Dante, Shayna, Mario III
and Lorenzo.

A Mass of Christian Burial took
place on Monday, December 10, at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield, followed by the burial
at Fairview Cemetery.

Arrangements were by Dooley
Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield.
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A member of the  
United Church of Christ

Everyone’s Welcome–Especially You!

“Silent Nights”
Sunday, December 16, 7:30 pm
Service for those struggling  
with grief and loss

Advent Adult Studies
Tuesday, December 18, 7:45 pm
“Pausing on the Road to Bethlehem”

Christmas Eve
Monday, December 24
Children’s Pageant, 5 pm
Candlelight Service, 10 pm

First Congregational Church of Westfield invites you to  
celebrate the blessings of Christmas with us each Sunday  

at 10 am and at any of our Advent programs:

Christmas Morning
Tuesday, December 25, 10 am

Carol Sing and “Ask the Minister”
Sunday, December 30, 10 am

For information and additional events, please visit fccofwestfield.org
125 Elmer Street, Westfield.  P: 908-233-2494

Parking available on street and in rear lot. 

Celebrate Christmas with  
First Congregational Church!

DECORATING THE TOWN...These talented and enthusiastic members of the
Garden Club of Westfield have been making holiday wreaths to decorate Westfield
municipal buildings for many years. The volunteers, pictured from left to right,
are: Rosemary Shire, Pat Meschke, Elaine Puma, Elaine Junguenet, Irene Ilaria,
Nancy Brandt, Mary Ann Malloy, Jill Crouch, Debbie Burslem, Merrilyn Crane
and Kathy Grunder.

Garwood Knights Holding Toy Drive
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Knights of Columbus are conducting
a toy drive through the month of De-
cember.

Donations of brand-new, unwrapped
toys on behalf of the St. Joseph Social
Service Center in Elizabeth can be
dropped off between 4 and 6 p.m.
weekdays, or Sundays after 1 p.m., at
the Knights’ Council Hall. The hall is
located at 37 South Avenue, Garwood.
Parking is available behind the build-
ing off of Willow Avenue (turn at Pet
Supplies Plus). Visitors are asked to
use the side-door entrance.

Monetary donations also are wel-
come and can be made payable to
“The Garwood K of C Toy Drive,”
Attention: Keith Gallagher.

The Knights request that donations
not include toys depicting violence,

guns, dolls exploiting women, or old
stuffed animals.

For more information, call the
Knights at (908) 789-9809 after 4
p.m. or Keith Gallagher at (908) 789-
0931.

Since 1983, the St. Joseph Social
Service Center has served the materi-
ally poor and homeless community of
greater Elizabeth by providing basic
human needs such as food, clothing
and medications, as well as a wide
range of services and programs to
help individuals acquire the material
goods and social services they need
to live with integrity.

Additional information on the St.
Joseph Social Service Center is avail-
able at Youtube “Homeless in Eliza-
beth,” parts one and two, or by visit-
ing sjeliz.org.

Charles T. ‘C.T.’ Ward, Jr., Photographer,
Artist, Beloved Son, Brother and Uncle

Jerry D. Bonnetti, Jr.
Lifelong Westfield Resident

Jerry D. Bonnetti, Jr.

Jerry D. Bonnetti, Jr. passed away
suddenly on Monday, December 3,
2018. Born in Westfield,
he had been a lifelong
resident.

Jerry and his wife,
Carol, met in high
school, where he played
baseball and football for
Westfield High School.
Jerry was an avid fisher-
man, and could often be
found off of Sandy Hook
fishing for striped bass.
He worked as a painter
and became a realtor
working with Century21
in Westfield. Most of all, Jerry en-
joyed spending time with his family.

Jerry is survived by his beloved

wife, Carol Bonnetti; his children,
Debbie DeNicola, Brad Bonnetti and

Billy Bonnetti; seven
grandchildren and one
great-grandson.

Visitation was held at
Dooley Colonial Funeral
Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue, Westfield, on Sun-
day, December 9. The Fu-
neral Mass took place on
Monday, December 10, at
the Holy Trinity Church
in Westfield, with inter-
ment at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield. For ad-
ditional information or to

sign the guestbook, visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Charles T. “C.T.” Ward, Jr., 60,
formerly of Westfield, died on Tues-
day, September 4, 2018, at St.
Alphonsus Hospital in Boise, Idaho,
from pneumonia and other health
complications. He was born on June
19, 1958 in Rodriguez
Army Hospital, in El
Morro Castle in Old San
Juan, Puerto Rico, to
Helen Klein Ward and
Charles Ward. CT’s fa-
ther was assigned to the
Navy Medical Corps in
Sabana Seca, Puerto
Rico. The family re-
turned to the United
States in 1961. Charles
attended St. Michael
Grammar School in
Elizabeth, then Holy
Trinity School, after the
family moved to Westfield in 1968.
With the move, CT was able to
enjoy playing in a carefree neigh-
borhood on a cul-de-sac with his
new friends. He liked going to the
nearby tree park, and the empty lot
on the block. He also took up golf-
ing at Scotch Hills Country Club,
and skated at Mindowaskin and
Brightwood Ponds. He and his fam-
ily were members of the Westfield
YMCA. CT loved to be affirmed for
his successes as he became involved
in many activities, and learned many
new skills. Some of these activities
included the Cub Scouts, the Boy
Scouts, the St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church Boys Choir, where he sang
at the 10 a.m. Sunday service, and
the Holy Trinity Catholic Church,
where he was an altar server at the
Sunday noon Mass. CT studied the
Suzuki Violin training method with
Paul Somers. He competed with the
Y swimming and gymnastics teams.
He took up Karate, and also played
baseball, football and basketball
through the Westfield Recreation
Department and Holy Trinity
School. CT loved hiking and camp-
ing. He hiked the Appalachian Trail
in New Jersey and enjoyed fishing
and canoeing on Paupackan Lake in
the Poconos. There were many in-
fluential people in young Charles’
life, including Art Downer, a neigh-
bor, who taught him and his friends
how to photograph the night sky
with his Hasselblad cameras with
telescopes. CT’s great-grandfather
Klein was an amateur photographer
in Luzerne County, Pa. Due to undi-
agnosed glaucoma, his vision dete-
riorated, but he could still photo-
graph with special camera equip-
ment. This requires a disciplined
lifestyle, enormous patience, and
outstanding technical ability. He had
the uncanny ability to see interest-
ing relationships between the com-
mon objects in nature. Being le-
gally blind, he saw light and the
blurred lines that define the form of
his photos. He sought out dramatic
light and shapes that represent his
photos. When he moved to Califor-
nia he took advantage of the ex-
traordinary Western landscapes. He
was deeply rooted to the land in the
tradition of classical landscape pho-
tography. Later, in Idaho, he spent
hours fishing on the Salmon and
Snake Rivers which were close to
his home. With his visual disability,
Charles was qualified to submit his
photographs to juried art exhibits.

Active with the Bay Area Camera
clubs, CT’s photographic art was in
demand and with much initiative he
had remarkable sales of his work in
San Francisco, San Mateo, Phila-
delphia, and in Malvern, Pa. His

work appeared in the
Philadelphia Museum of
Art in 1999 and 2004
through the sponsorship
of the Philadelphia Li-
brary for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped.
His work also appeared
for a year at the Pennsyl-
vania Academy of the
Fine Arts. Charles’ work
appeared in other ven-
ues and private collec-
tions in New York, Cali-
fornia, Connecticut, New
Jersey, Utah, Florida,

Georgia, and the Philadelphia sub-
urbs, including a 10-year period in
the Bryn Mawr Rehabilitation Hos-
pital in Malvern, Pa. His photo titled
“Twilight Flight” appeared in a 2006
Bank of America calendar. His many
visits to the exhibits in Philadelphia
were meaningful to affirm his suc-
cess. He was at his very best artisti-
cally, as his mother, Helen, enjoyed
sharing his success with others.
Charles had a large supportive and
close-knit family which formed his
character, resilience, and tenacity.
He was taught the importance of
family, friends, neighbors, the con-
cern for others, and the enjoyment
of the precious gift of life. Charles
was preceded in death by his father,
Charles T. Ward, Sr.; his uncle Ed-
ward Klein, and his aunt Marilyn
Waterbor. He is survived by his
mother, Helen; five siblings, Mark
and his wife, Kay, of Stamford,
Conn., James and his wife, Monica,
from Bethlehem, Pa., Susan
Pawlinski and her husband, Alan,
of Lockport, N.Y., Heidi Pauls of
Lockport, N.Y., and Edward Klein
and his wife, Cheryl, of Scotch
Plains; nieces and nephews, Mark,
Brandon, Christopher, Helena, Joey,
Nicholas, Samantha, Dakota,
Nathan and Sarah. He also is sur-
vived by aunts and uncles, and cous-
ins in the Ward and Klein families.
The family is grateful for the friends,
professionals, and empathetic and
skilled hospital staff in Boise, Idaho,
who were updated on Charles’ con-
dition as he went through his ill-
ness.

Private services were held on Sep-
tember 27, 2018, at the columbarium
of Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Music played at the service included
Mozart’s Requiem “Dies Irae” and
Puccini’s “Nessun dorma” from
Turandot. Arrangements were by Gray
Funeral Home of Westfield. Please go
to www.grayfuneralhomes.com to
view Charles’ life tribute and photos.
To see Charles’ photographic gallery,
please go to www.flickr.com/photos/
ctward.

Memorial contributions may be
made in his memory to the Philadel-
phia Library for the Blind and Physi-
cally Handicapped, 1500 Spring Gar-
den Street, Suite 230, Philadelphia,
Pa. 19130, or the Bryn Mawr Reha-
bilitation Hospital, which sponsors
the annual Art Ability Exhibit and
Sale, 414 Paoli Pike, Malvern, Pa.
19355, or to a charity of one’s choice.
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Charles “C.T.” Ward

Hist. Soc. Volunteers
To Wrap at L&T

WESTFIELD — Once again, the
Westfield Historical Society will
set up as gift wrappers for shop-
pers at Lord & Taylor in Westfield.

Gift-wrapping dates are sched-
uled for Saturdays and Sundays,
December 15 and 16, 22 and 23,
and Monday, December 24. Wrap-
ping will be done from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. The schedule will be expanded
if more volunteers are available.

This is a fundraiser for the
Westfield Historical Society. Wrap-
ping paper and supplies are pro-
vided. The Westfield Historical So-
ciety gift-wrap tables are usually
set up near the Kiehl’s cosmetics
counter. Sign-up slots are for two
hours. Volunteers may sign up for
as many as they wish.

To sign up, visit signupgenius.com/
go/508044FACA62EA3FD0-gift.
Volunteers also may sign up by e-
mail at
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
or by calling (908) 654-1794.

Edythe E. Jones, 98
Edythe E. Jones, 98, of Herndon,

Va., and formerly of Westfield, N.J.,
passed peacefully with her family
by her side on Tuesday, December
4, 2018. She was a loving wife,
mother, aunt and grandmother.

Edythe was an amazing, vibrant
person. She loved life and lit up the
room wherever she went with her
infectious personality. Many can
recount a funny story that Edythe
told and her quick way of deliver-
ing a punch line to any joke. She
loved ballroom dancing, garden-
ing, reading, playing pinochle and
dominoes (in which, she always
seem to win). You could often find
Edythe out in the sunshine. She
loved spending time at the beach
with her family and vacationed
many years in Florida.

Edythe was a graduate of Battin

High School (Elizabeth) 1937. She
enjoyed a professional career as a
purchasing agent with Bergen
Medical, as well as a seven-year
career after retirement, where she
held a position as an Accounts Pay-
able Clerk with Residex.

Owning a home in Westfield for
more than 65 years provided
Edythe with many lifelong friend-
ships, neighbors, and wonderful
memories.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band, Thomas E., she is survived
by her daughters, Kristine Jones of
Ohio and Kathleen (Patrick)
Lynham of Virginia, and her grand-
daughter, Kaitlin Lynham.

Private services will be held at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield in
Spring 2019.
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Westfield Library to Feature
Yoga, Music, Yule Customs

WESTFIELD — The final four
programs for the month of Decem-
ber at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary range from live music to yoga
to Christmas traditions. The library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.

Local yoga instructor Lorraine
Harwelik will lead the second class
of the “Fundamentals of Yoga” this
evening, Thursday, December 13,
at 7 p.m. This yoga is for anyone
who desires to build the foundation
of a sound and safe yoga practice.
According to Ms. Harwelik, regu-
lar yoga practice has been scientifi-
cally proven to improve the move-
ment of the body and to help the
body systems function optimally.

As part of the TGIF! series, which
meets on Fridays at 1:30 p.m., the
Driftaway Duo will present their
holiday show, “Spirit of the Sea-
son,” on December 14. Acoustic
duo Karen and Jeff will deliver clas-
sic and contemporary songs such as
“Rockin’ Around the Christmas
Tree,” “Silver Bells,” “The Dreidel
Song,” “Merry Christmas, Darling”
and “Mele Kalikimaka.” Audience
members are welcome to sing along.
Registration is not required for this
program and all are welcome.

Vocalist Diane Cypkin, Ph.D., will
present the music and tell the story of
composer Harry Warren on Monday,
December 17, at 7 p.m. Unlike any
other composer, Warren had nearly
two dozen number-one hits, among
them “Forty-Second Street,” “Chat-
tanooga Choo Choo” and “The More
I See You.”

Ms. Cypkin is a professor in the
Media, Communications and Visual
Arts Department of Dyson College
of Arts and Sciences at Pace Univer-
sity. She has presented one-woman
shows about Molly Picon and “Songs
of World War II” at the library and

throughout the tri-state area.
Her accompanist, Lena Panfilova,

is a graduate of the Moscow Con-
servatory. She has performed as a
collaborative pianist with many mu-
sicians and has given numerous solo
and chamber concerts in Russia,
across Europe and in America.

“Christmas Traditions” will be the
subject of author Kevin Woyce’s talk
on Wednesday, December 19, at 7
p.m. This speaker and photographer
will use original photographs, vintage
images and live music to explore fa-
vorite Christmas traditions, from “The
First Christmas” to “A Christmas
Carol,” “White Christmas” and the
Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree.

He also will explain how histori-
cal figures ranging from Saint
Nicholas, Martin Luther and Queen
Victoria to Charles Dickens and
Thomas Nast helped shape the way
the Christmas season is celebrated.

To register for the programs, visit
the library’s website at wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5
p.m. on Sunday. The library will be
closed on Monday and Tuesday,
December 24 and 25, for Christmas.
It will close at 3 p.m. on Monday,
December 31, for New Year’s Eve,
and will be closed Tuesday, January
1, for New Year’s Day.

NAMI Invites Public
To Support Group

CRANFORD — NAMI Union
County, an affiliate of the National
Alliance on Mental Illness, invites
the community to come to its peer-led
group meetings and gain insight from
others facing similar challenges.

NAMI Union County Family Sup-
port Group meetings are held at the
First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue. Meetings take place on the
third Tuesday of every month. The
next meeting will be held on Decem-
ber 18 from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

For more information, call (908)
233-1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.


