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It’s Dark Now and Pedestrians
Encounter Increased Danger

Winter and daylight savings time result in gray
afternoons and dark evenings in our area. Night
approaches quickly this time of the year. The end of
December will be here very shortly, and this is the
shortest daytime of the year. Many don’t adjust well
to this sudden change in loss of daylight. When
everyone leaves work during this time of year, it’s
dark. It’s hard to see while driving and it’s particu-
larly hard to see pedestrians.

Pedestrians also don’t see very well, aren’t as
aware as they need to be, and assume drivers see
them. This condition has resulted in unfortunate
pedestrian deaths over the last few years. The busy
local thoroughfares, such as North Avenue and East
Broad Street in Westfield, have proven to be particu-
larly dangerous. Martine and Park Avenues in Scotch
Plains are equally busy. These streets are uniquely
laden with both cars and pedestrians. It’s the most
dangerous combination – many cars, many pedestri-
ans and dark evenings.

We appeal to everyone to be extremely alert –
drivers and pedestrians both. There’s more everyone
can do to help avoid tragedy. Please wear bright
colored and reflective clothing while walking. Cross
on streets only where it is legal and safe. Please do
not “J-Walk!” Every time you cross the street, as-

sume that drivers don’t see you because they prob-
ably don’t.

Take the time to remind your children to always
cross at the crosswalks, and if you’re thinking about
buying yourself or the kids new winter coats, try to
buy bright colors. Drivers, in their normal rush to get
home, should remember how unsafe it is this time of
year. Expect pedestrians to do unusual things be-
cause they will.

Remember not to pass on the right through the leaf
piles, as children may be at play. As the winter
weather rolls in, ice and snow are bound to make
road conditions worse; take it slow and stay alert.
Joggers and bicyclists need to be more on guard, too,
because of the diminished visibility.

Make sure the reflectors on your bicycles are
cleaned off and in good condition. Both joggers and
cyclists should consider purchasing and wearing a
blinking light to make them more visible.

Please remember that many “out of town” cars
pass through the area all the time. These drivers do
not know the conditions of our local roads or the
busyness of pedestrian travel. They won’t be as alert
as you. Put your cell phone away and don’t text while
driving. Let’s make our wintertime as safe as pos-
sible this year by staying alert.

Dedication To One United Country,
For Divided We Will Surely Fail

“Hail To The Chief” with music by
the English composer James
Sanderson (1769-c1841) based on an
old Gaelic air derives from the words
“”Hail to the chief who in triumph
advances!” from Sir Walter Scott’s
“The Lady of the Lake” (1810). Albert
Gamse (19091-1974) wrote the
words.

The tune proved so popular that it
was played in 1815 to honor George
Washington and as well the end of the
War of 1812. The Marine Band played
it at the opening of the Chesapeake
and Ohio Canal in 1828 in the pres-
ence of President John Quincy Adams.
But President Jackson was the first
sitting President to be personally hon-
ored with “Hail to the Chief!” It was
played along with other music at the
inauguration of President Van Buren
in 1837 and ever since.

First Lady Julia Tyler had “Hail to
the Chief” played to announce her
husband’s entrance at social gather-
ings. First Lady Sarah Polk requested
it to avoid the embarrassment of her
husband, an unimpressive looking
man of slight build, of not being no-
ticed. President Arthur asked John
Philip Sousa to replace it. Sousa wrote
“Presidential Polonaise,” which was
abandoned for “Hail to the Chief”
once Arthur had left office. In 1954
the Defense Department made “Hail
to the Chief” the official presidential
anthem.

But the little known and rarely sung
words of “Hail to the Chief” matter

even more than the famous tune!
“Hail to the Chief we have chosen

for the nation,
Hail to the Chief! We salute him

one and all.
Hail to the Chief, as we pledge

cooperation.
In proud fulfillment of a great, noble

call.
Yours is the aim to make this grand

country grander,
This you will do, that is our strong,

firm belief.
Hail to the one we selected as com-

mander,
Hail to the President! Hail to the

Chief!”
These are not political words, par-

tisan words, Democrat words, Re-
publican words, liberal words or con-
servative words, Trump, Obama,
Clinton, or FDR words.

They are American words.
They are patriotic words.
They should be sung for whoever

occupies The Oval Office for other-
wise toxic partisanship shall continue
to weaken the Presidency.

We must be united. Abraham Lin-
coln warned on June 16, 1858 in
Springfield when he accepted the
Republican nomination to a United
States senator for Illinois, “A house
divided against itself cannot stand.”

How sad for national unity that
former President Obama and First
Lady Obama coldly shook President
Trump’s hand and President and Mrs.
Clinton and President and Mrs. Carter
did not shake his hand when he en-
tered the front row pew for the memo-
rial service for President George H.
W. Bush! It would also have helped
further national unity if the people
assembled for the memorial service
had stood as President Trump entered
the church. Warmly welcoming Presi-
dent Trump would have symbolized
the themes of “Hail to the Chief.”

Unity of purpose, Cooperation in
achievement, Dedication to one united
country; We either come together as a
country or surely we shall fail to-
gether.
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The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

$10 Off Your 

Next Office Visit*
*For existing hospital clients only. 

One coupon per client. Cannot be 

combined with any other offer.  

Expires 1/31/2019

357 South Ave, East · Westfield · 908-233-6030 · westfieldanimal.com

Happy 
Holidays!

FREE Exam 

for New Clients*
*For new clients only. One 

coupon per client. Cannot be 

combined with any other offer. 

Expires 1/31/2019

Gift Wrapping
The Westfield Historical Society

will set up as gift wrappers for Lord &
Taylor, Westfield shoppers. Gift wrap-
ping dates are scheduled for Dec. 15,
16, 22, 23 & 24 from 10a.m. to 6p.m.
(more, if we have volunteers). This is
a fundraiser for the Westfield Histori-
cal Society and we count on our vol-
unteers to do the gift-wrapping. Wrap-
ping paper and supplies are provided.
The WHS gift-wrap tables are usu-
ally set up near the Kiehl's cosmetics
counter.

Town Briefs
goleader.com/news

Nativity
St. Anne’s of Garwood is having a

Nativity lighting on Saturday Decem-
ber 15, at 5:30 p.m. The public is
invited.

Pastor, Monsignor Ronald
Marczewski, has done so much for
the parish since coming here two and
half years ago. This is special for him.

Borough Hall has a menorah and
Christmas tree, but no nativity.

Praised
Cranford Post Office employee,

Jennifer Goodwin, was praised by
police for preventing cash being sent
through the mail that was activity
linked to scams. Mrs. Goodwin, sus-
picious of the circumstances, alerted
the Cranford Police Department.

Scotch Plains Fanwood Scholarship
Applications Now Available

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Schol-
arship Foundation invites all high
school seniors and college students
residing in Scotch Plains and Fanwood
to apply for the many scholarships
available. Some awards are need-
based, while others have different
criteria for selection, such as the in-
tent to pursue an education focused
on teaching, nursing, mathematics,
veterinary science, foreign language,
music or fine arts, among others.

Scholarships are also offered to
students who have shown an interest
in social service organizations, Scout-
ing or athletics. A full description of
all scholarships is available in the
application booklet, online at at
www.spfk12.org or in the guidance
office of area high schools.

The major criterion for eligibility
is that the applicant resides in Scotch
Plains or Fanwood; an applicant need
not be a graduate of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

In addition to the application, the

Foundation requires a personal letter
from the applicant, a letter of refer-
ence, and an official high school tran-
script, including SAT and/or ACT
scores, or an official college tran-
script. Please see the application
booklet for details. Applications
should be mailed to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation,
P.O. Box 123, Fanwood, NJ 07023
and must be postmarked by February
15, 2019.  Applications postmarked
after this date will be returned. In-
complete or unsigned applications
may not be considered.

Over the past 52 years, 3,104 students
have received $3,227,552 in scholar-
ship aid. For further information, call
Mary Ball Cappio at ( 908) 889-8155.


