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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
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Please Oppose The NJ Legislature
Redistricting Amendment

Our legislature is about to pass an
amendment to the constitution that
will enable serious gerrymandering
in New Jersey, under the guise of
creating more “competitive” districts.

Awareness of gerrymandering has
increased recently, thanks to the
strange districts created by the North
Carolina and Wisconsin legislatures,
and several states (Michigan, Utah,
and Missouri) have passed ballot ini-
tiatives to improve the situation. The
ideal way to prevent gerrymandering
is to have a non-partisan, citizen-
based commission to draw district
lines, and to exclude those with a
personal interest (i.e., party officials
and legislators) from the process.

NJ legislative leaders have proposed
instead to require that the Senate presi-
dent, the House speaker, and the mi-
nority leaders appoint eight members
of the redistricting commission, of
which four must currently be in the
legislature. This would embed the two-
party system into the state’s constitu-
tion and weaken third parties like the
Green and Libertarian parties.

All the groups that testified on the
proposed amendment in Trenton op-
posed it. You should oppose it too.

Here are some additional reasons
to oppose it:

The Princeton Gerrymandering
Project has studied the problem and
shown that making many districts what
the amendment calls “competitive”
could actually lead to an
overrepresentation of the majority
party in the Legislature. This would
happen through clever use of the

massive amounts of data now avail-
able on voters. Because this favors
the majority party, it is not surprising
that the proposal is opposed by all
Republicans that have taken a posi-
tion.

Although the proposed amendment
would mandate respecting communi-
ties of interest, there are no protec-
tions for racial equity and too few
public hearings to establish realistic
communities of interest. Instead, this
provision could enable the commis-
sion to use available data to isolate
community groups in districts that
where have no chance to affect an
election.

The explanatory paragraphs that
would accompany the amendment on
the ballot are misleading, giving no
hint of the radical political purpose
behind the amendment. What seem
like “motherhood and apple pie” goals
are more like apples with razor blades
inside.

Finally, New Jersey would be much
better served by a non-partisan redis-
tricting process like California’s,
rather than a bi-partisan process de-
signed to protect incumbents, party
loyalists, and the parties themselves.
The League of Women Voters’ Fair
Districts New Jersey project proposes
such a non-partisan process.

Please call or write to your senator
and assembly members to oppose
SCR152 and ACR205 (successors to
SCR43 and ACR60). A local legisla-
tor, Nicholas Scutari, is a primary
sponsor of this amendment.

Nancy Griffeth
Westfield

Immoral, We Hope That NJ Never
Again Has A Death Penalty

We are writing this letter in re-
sponse to your recent (December 6)
editorial in support of bringing the
death penalty back to NJ. This is in
spite of the fact (as stated in your
editorial) that the last time a person
was executed by the state was in 1963.
The death penalty was removed from
NJ in 2007 and replaced by life in
prison with no parole.

Pope Francis recently stated that
“the church teaches, in the light of the
Gospel, that the death penalty is inad-
missible because it is an attack on the
inviolability and dignity of the person
and she works with determination for

its abolition worldwide.” The death
penalty is not an option in Europe and
much of the rest of the world (at least
106 countries do not have a death
penalty). It has been shown to not
serve as a deterrent and it also costs
more in the U.S. to execute a person
rather that to keep them in jail.

We believe that the death penalty is
immoral and we hope that NJ never
again has a death penalty as an op-
tion. We ask The Westfield Leader to
reconsider their editorial opinion.

Walter Korfmacher
Madeleine Korfmacher

Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tussicular – Pertaining to a cough
2. Kame – A low mound or hill com-

posed of sand, gravel, etc.
3. Pule – To whine, cry, whimper
4. Keb – Scottish for a tic or sheep

louse
CHITRA

1. A closely woven cotton cloth, used
for sheets

2. Hay fever
3. A freckle or freckly condition of the

skin
4. The Indian spotted hog deer

HIERODULE
1. A Greek temple slave
2. An expert; specifically, a skilled

theologian used as a consultant
3. A Mohammedan fanatic
4. A guardian spirit

INTERTRIGO
1. An entrance in the rear of a building,

home, etc.; a back door
2. An eruption of the skin produced by

friction of adjacent parts
3. A connection or go between; liason
4. A communicating of knowledge;

systematically investigating
TOCSIN

1. A malt beverage brewed by the
ancient Egyptians

2. Manageability of a ship at sea
3. An alarm bell
4. Barren; unprofitable

Many Thanks to Morgan and Bill For
Their Opinion Of The Liberal Mindset

I’d like to thank Messrs. Morgan
O’Brien and Bill Gottdenker who re-
cently responded to my letter con-
firming my observation that the
mindset of progressive liberals who
are increasingly dominating the
Democratic Party is substantially
more emotional and hateful than that
of Republicans.

Jumping all over the place with
disconnected accusations galore, they
attempted to refute my observation
and, as progressive liberals often do,
employed unalloyed, emotional and
hateful-like language, instead of rea-
soned argumentation. Sadly, their
abuse of the syllogism is deplorable
like Hillary Clinton’s deplorable take
on many Americans. The good news
is that close by are superb colleges,
including inexpensive community
ones, which offer courses in logic and
reasoning and don’t cost that much.

It is generally accepted that to
calmly debate opposing political
views, it is, more often than not, a
fruitless endeavor. Mark Twain once
wrote, “It’s easier to fool someone
than convince him that he has been
fooled.” As an example of this obser-
vation , many moons ago I coined the
term, nutraceutical, which is now in
most dictionaries, including the Ox-
ford English Dictionary where the
word is not only listed but where I’m
mentioned as the doctor who coined
it.

A nutraceutical is a dietary supple-
ment or diet that has been proven by
well-designed clinical studies to have
a health or medical benefit. My foun-
dation, FIM, the Foundation for In-
novation in Medicine, held a number
of nutraceutical conferences and at-
tempted to have Congress enact a law
that would encourage nutraceutical
clinical research. Because of this ex-
perience I was exposed to the huge
world of nutrition and learned that it
was extremely easy to convince some-
one to take a dietary supplement or a
particular diet, but it was a rare mo-
ment, and I mean rare, to convince
someone from taking or stop taking
it.

In the great Italian novel, Il
Gattopardo or The Leopard, Don

Fabrizio, the principle aristocratic fig-
ure, is asked to come to Rome and
serve as a major political figure. He
refuses. When asked why, he answers
that he simply doesn’t have the ca-
pacity of self-deception. All of us,
Democrats, Republicans and other-
wise, all share in this natural human
characteristic. The challenge is to
overcome it as much as possible, par-
ticularly the Democrats and, yes, cer-
tain others, when spreading the mes-
sage of hate, to bring objectivity to
problem identification and resolution.

Bottom line, the human mind, as-
saulted by exploding destabilizing
technology as never before, is cur-
rently still what it is. Aristotle, the
greatest synthetic mind of all time,
defines man as a rational animal.
DeFelice, daring to disagree with the
great one, defines a man and woman
as animals who rationalize.

Unfortunately, at my age I have few
remaining solid friends. One of them
is a distinguished retired progressive
liberal judge with an open mind. In
this holiday season of love and char-
ity I say to him and Messrs. O’Brien
and Gottdenker, Pax tecum.

Dr. Stephen DeFelice
Werstfield

President George H.W. Bush: A
Life and Legacy of Distinction

The passing of President George H.W. Bush
was seen by many last week as the end of an era,
one during which civility and political discourse
could still comfortably co-exist. Our 41st Presi-
dent did indeed represent that era well, bringing to
the Oval Office traditional values and a genteel
demeanor he carried throughout his lifetime.

Like Senator John McCain, who predeceased
him by just three months, President Bush consis-
tently put country and character, family and faith
ahead of political or personal gain. The deaths of
President Bush, together with his wife, Barbara,
and Senator McCain, all in less than a year, has
likely left people of all political stripes feeling
America has lost three of its best.

In his poignant eulogy for Mr. Bush last week, his
biographer, historian Jon Meacham, lauded him as
“America’s last great soldier-statesman, a 20th-cen-
tury founding father.” He said Mr. Bush had “gov-
erned with virtues” reflecting those of George Wash-
ington, John Adams, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, Harry Truman and Dwight
Eisenhower, all leaders who Mr. Meacham said
“believed in causes larger than themselves.”

In myriad tributes, President Bush was remem-
bered for his lifelong devotion to the nation, from
his military service as a teen pilot in World War II,
through turns as a congressman, ambassador, CIA
director and vice-president, and finally with his
ascension to the pinnacle of leadership. The politi-
cal climate in the United States may have fluctu-
ated dramatically over the nine-plus decades of

President Bush’s life, but his commitment to
America never did. “He was a patriot,” said former
Secretary of State Colin Powell in a television
interview broadcast two days after Mr. Bush’s
death. “He demonstrated that in war and he demon-
strated that in peace.”

Throughout the tapestry of experiences that
filled his 94 years, President Bush lived life with
dignity, humility and humanity, in times of cel-
ebration or sorrow, victory or defeat, in sickness
and in health. A proud family man, he cherished
his marriage, his children and his friends, his
country and its people. He treated allies and ad-
versaries alike with respect, and transcended po-
litical ties for the greater good, as when he col-
laborated with former President Bill Clinton in
support of humanitarian goals.

The traits President George H.W. Bush displayed
— professionally and personally — sadly often are
absent from the political arena today. In the past
several years we have seen far too many campaigns
resort to personal attacks, crassness and condescen-
sion. President Bush respected the offices he sought
and held, the nation and citizens entrusted to him, far
too much to engage in such tactics.

We join our fellow Americans in mourning Presi-
dent Bush, whose legacy of distinguished service we
hope will continue to inspire others on and off the
political stage. The tenets by which he lived and
governed were part of the foundation on which our
republic was built, and are critical tools for main-
taining our nation’s strength into the future.

Why Was Brennan Allegation
Not Communicated to Governor?

The case of Katie Murphy, who alleges she was sexually
assaulted by a member of then gubernatorial candidate
Phil Murphy’s campaign staff, Al Alvarez, in April of
2017, may be headed to court. Ms. Brennan is considering
a discrimination suit against the state after the Hudson
County prosecutor declined to pursue criminal charges.
Mr. Alvarez resigned in October as chief of staff to the
New Jersey Schools Development Authority.

“I had access to the highest positions of power, and at
each turn my pleas went unanswered,” Ms. Brennan said
at the Statehouse in Trenton at a December 4 hearing
before the state Legislature’s special committee investi-
gating how Gov. Murphy’s administration responded to
Ms. Brennan’s allegations. Ms. Brennan’s pleas included
an e-mail she sent to the Governor and First Lady in June
2018.

The Governor admitted Ms. Brennan, chief of staff to
the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency,
reached out to him “over a matter related to the cam-
paign,” and thus he forwarded her e-mail to both the
governor’s office counsel and campaign counsel, accord-
ing to an NJTV report. The report noted that during last
Tuesday’s hearing six members of Gov. Murphy’s admin-
istration knew of the allegation although the Governor did
not.

She went public with her story in The Wall Street
Journal in October. “No survivor should have to tell their
story to the newspaper to be heard,” she told the panel.

According to an article on northjersey.com, Attorney
General Gurbir Grewal and the Office of Public Integrity
and Accountability “found no evidence” that Hudson
County Prosecutor Esther Suarez acted improperly in
deciding not to pursue charges against Mr. Alvarez fol-
lowing her eight-month investigation into Ms. Brennan’s

allegations. The Hudson County prosecutor announced
her decision the same day Ms. Brennan told the Murphy
transition team about it, according to reports.

The Hudson County prosecutor admitted she knew both
Ms. Brennan and Mr. Alvarez at the time of the alleged
assault.

Gov. Murphy has said he only learned of the allegation
on October 2, 2018, at the time WSJ was coming out.

“The sexual assault alleged by Ms. Brennan was just the
beginning of a story that is both heartbreaking and all too
common among the victims of sex crimes,” Senate Repub-
lican Leader Tom Kean, Jr. said in October. “Despite
taking every reasonable step that a person subject to such
a traumatic assault could be expected to take, Ms. Brennan
was unable to find justice in either a court of law or with
her employer...

“This incident shows that Governor Murphy has set a
standard of tolerance for sexual assaulters as long as they
haven’t been charged or his top staff believe it’s accept-
able to hire such people,” Senator Kristin Corrado (R-
40th, Totowa) said in the same October press release.

Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg (D-37th,
Teaneck) told Paul Sunshine of The Star-Ledger last week
that, “She (Brennan) did everything by the book. She got
a police report. She went to a hospital and got a rape kit,
and that triggers the county prosecutor who interviews
you. And it goes on for months?”

The Governor said he has launched an independent
inquiry into Mr. Alvarez’s hiring. While we agree this is
warranted, we question why there have been no charges
brought. Heads need to roll in this Administration on how
this whole case was handled from the beginning. And
where is the outrage from the Me Too movement in
support of Ms. Brennan?

Library Scholarships
WESTFIELD -- The Friends of the

Westfield Memorial Library is ac-
cepting applications for its 2019
scholarships, designed to assist indi-
viduals to further their studies in li-
brary-related fields.

Eligible are Westfield residents or
those working in the town, such as
teachers in the local schools or li-
brary employees. Scholarships of
$1,000 or more will be offered, with
the monies going directly to the edu-
cational institution where a recipient
is enrolled in a credit-bearing course.

Application forms, with information
about the scholarships, are available
inside the entrance at the library, 550
East Broad Street, or by contacting Dr.
Tina Lesher, Friends’ scholarship chair-
man, at tinalesher@verizon.net.

The Friends of Westfield Memo-
rial Library annually sponsors a ma-
jor Spring book sale and a children’s
book sale in the Fall, as well as the
Museum Pass Program, children’s
programming, and a host of other
activities. Earlier this year the board,
made up of volunteer members, voted
to provide more than $35,000 to the
library’s children’s section for furni-
ture and other upgrades.

Jerry Skotnicki and Suzanne
O’Rourke are serving this year as co-
presidents of the Friends.

More
News

WOMAN’S CLUB...Shown in this photo, from left, are: Mary Ann Sepe, Woman’s
Club of Westfield (WCW) Vice President; Gordon Thomas Ward, musician; Edie
Coogan, Raphael’s Life House co-founder; Pat D’Angelo, WCW president; Lori
Ruzich, Raphael Life House volunteer,  and Grace Ann Meyn, WCW correspnding
secretary. Mr. Ward is a touring singer, songwriter, presenter, lecturer and
author.  He entertained everyone present with his wonderful songs and his many
guitars.

Woman’s Club Meets
WESTFIELD --  The Woman’s Club

of Westfield  at The Masonic Lodge
welcomed Edie Coogan and Lori
Ruzich of Raphael’s Life House in Eliza-
beth. This sanctuary began in 1953 and
is a safe haven for pregnant young
women who have nowhere else to turn.

The young ladies learn how to be
good mothers and are schooled in
parenting. They learn how to support
themselves while living in a safe place
where the mother’s are given the
chance to rebuild their lives regard-
less of race, creed, color, national
origin, or economic status. All are
welcomed at Raphael’s Life House.


