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Take a Photo 
with Santa

* 
Saturday, December 15th
10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Mon - Thurs 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM | Friday 8:30 AM to 6:00 PM
Saturday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

*While supplies last. Times subject to change depending on weather conditions.

Moody’s Reaffirms
Town’s Aaa Bond Rating

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Al Mirabella announced last
week that Moody’s Investors Service
has reaffirmed Scotch Plains’ Aaa Bond
rating in their Annual Issuer Comment
Report (AICR) for Scotch Plains.

According to Moody’s, “Scotch
Plains has an exceptional credit posi-
tion and its Aaa rating is much stronger
than the median rating of Aa3 for U.S.
cities. Notable credit factors include a
robust financial position, and a sizable
tax base with a very strong wealth and
income profile. The credit position
also incorporates the township’s low
debt burden and a somewhat elevated
pension liability.”

“I once again commend the work
of our employees and the leadership
of the mayor and township as we
continue to be part of an elite, small
group of municipalities that have
achieved an Aaa bond rating. The
township’s financial position is ro-
bust, and is the continued result of our
fiscal oversight, strong management
and sound budgeting principles,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

Many key indicators such as our
economy, tax base, and finances
have improved, according to
Moody’s. “This is good news to
have as we continue to move for-
ward with downtown redevelop-
ment,” commented Mayor Al Smith.
“This report proves that Scotch
Plains has an exceptionally healthy
economy and is a place you want to
invest and create jobs in. The town-
ship council and I will continue the
excellent fiscal management of our
town in the years ahead.”

DONATING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY...The American Junior Golf Asso-
ciation recently partnered with Echo Lake Country Club to host the Polo Golf
Junior Classic. A large majority of the net proceeds were donated back to the
community to organizations that the local committee selected. The Westfield
United Fund (WUF), one of the organizations selected by the committee members
from Echo Lake, recerived a contribution of $8,000 to the WUF’s Community
Campaign. The check was presented at the Westfield United Fund’s 80th anniver-
sary celebration. Pictured, from left to right, are: Wally Parker, past president of
Echo Lake Country Club andWestfield United Fund board member, and WUF
Executive Director Deirdre Gelinne.

Summit Participating In
Crackdown on Drunk Drivers

SUMMIT – The Summit Police
Department is participating in Drive
Sober or Get Pulled Over, a year-end,
statewide crackdown on impaired
driving that will take place from De-
cember 7, 2018 through January 1,
2019.

The goal of the New Jersey state
program is to encourage law enforce-
ment agencies to raise public aware-
ness about the dangers of alcohol-
impaired driving through a combina-
tion of highly visible enforcement
backed up by targeted media activi-
ties.

“Research shows that high-visibil-
ity enforcement can reduce alcohol-
related crash fatalities by as much as
20 percent,” explains Traffic Lieu-
tenant David L. Richel. “Beginning
on December 7 and continuing
through New Year’s Day, Summit
Police will be conducting roving pa-
trols to stop drivers who appear to be
operating vehicles while impaired.
We are committed to making Summit
a safer community for all visitors,
residents, and commuters.”

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration reports that over a
five-year period, nearly 4,000 people
were killed in the United States in the
month of December in traffic crashes
involving an impaired driver. In 2016
overall, 28 percent (10,497) of the
37,461 motor-vehicle fatalities in the
country were alcohol-related.

Lt. Richel continued, “No matter
where you drive in the United States,
it is illegal to drive with a blood
alcohol concentration of .08 or higher.
Please drink responsibly and join us
in making Summit roadways free of
impaired drivers.”

For more information on the Sum-
mit Police Department, the Drive
Sober or Get Pulled Over initiative or
other traffic safety programs visit
cityofsummit.org/police.

PROUD MOMENT...Lana Dornfeld, an attorney with Brach Eichler in Roseland,
recently swore in her son, Michell Dornfeld, as an attorney after he passed his bar
exam. Mitchell attended grammar school, middle school, and high school in
Westfield, and went on to graduate University of Miami undergraduate school,
and then University of Miami Law School. He is now clerking for state Superior
Court Judge Richard Wischusen in Elizabeth.

Memorial for Sandy
Hook Set Dec. 14

COUNTY – The public is invited
to join with the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders and the New
Jersey chapter of Moms Demand
Action for Gun Sense in America to
honor the memory of the 26 children
and adults who were murdered in a
single act of gun violence at the Sandy
Hook Elementary School in Connecti-
cut in 2012.

The memorial ceremony will take
place on Friday, December 14, from
7 p.m. to 8 p.m., at the Gazebo in
Union County’s Echo Lake Park, off
Route 22 in Mountainside.

Moms Demand Action was founded
by stay-at-home mom, Shannon
Watts, on December 15, 2012, in re-
sponse to the murders at Sandy Hook
Elementary School.

For more information about the
December 14 event contact Nathalie
Hernandez, coordinator, Union County
Office of Community Engagement and
Diversity at nahernandez@ucnj.org or
(908) 527-4880.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
HAPPY CHANUKAH...Rabbi Mordechai Kanelsky and Rabbi Avremy Kanelsky
from Bris Avrohom in Hillside lit the menorah celebrating Chanukah at the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth. Joining them, from left to right, are: Union
County Freeholder Freeholder Bruce H. Bergen, Sheriff Peter Corvelli, Free-
holder Chairman Sergio Granados, County Manager Ed Oatman  and Freeholder
Chairman Sergio Granados.

Berkeley Hts. Receives
Input on Super. Search
By KATE BROWNE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Several
Mountainside residents attended the
first of four forums regarding Ber-
keley Heights’ search for a new
school superintendent on Monday
night at Deerfield Elementary
School. An online survey also cur-
rently is available through Friday,
December 21.

Judith A. Rattner, Berkeley Heights
superintendent since 2005, retired
effective December 1, 2018. Rich
Noonan is serving as acting superin-
tendent.

The Berkeley Heights district has
retained Hazard, Young, Attea and
Associates, a consulting firm that
specializes in assisting boards in
finding candidates. The session was
led by Dwight Pfenning, Ed.D.
During his introductory remarks,
Mr. Pfenning explained that he has
been involved in 33 superinten-
dent searches in six states — Con-
necticut, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania
and Rhode Island — and is famil-
iar with the challenges of the New
Jersey market and the unique is-
sues facing communities, which use
shared services because he was an
English teacher in Cranford and
Middletown Township, and served
as superintendent in Keyport, North
Plainfield and Morristown.

According to Mr. Pfenning, he will
use the input from the community to
create a candidate leadership profile,
which will be presented to the Berke-
ley Heights Board of Education at its

January 7, 2019 meeting. He asked
for input on what the strengths and
challenges facing the district are and
what characteristics the community
believes the new superintendent
should have. He said because
Mountainside students represent ap-
proximately one-third of the high-
school students at Governor
Livingston in Berkeley Heights, the
community’s input in the process is
critical.

Several residents spoke at length
about the significant improvement in
the communication and cooperation
between Mountainside and Berkeley
Heights, the quality of the instruction
and administration at Governor
Livingston, and the focus and support
the residents of both towns place on
their children.

 They noted the situation today is
“night and day” from where it was
five years ago when Mountainside
students were perceived to be “sec-
ond-class” citizens. However, some
still expressed concerns over the inte-
gration and transition process, noting
that the curriculums and IT platforms
in the districts do not mirror each
other; for example, Mountainside stu-
dents use Chromebooks while the stu-
dents in Berkeley Heights use iPads.

Mr. Pfenning shared the input he
has received during his recent small-
group meetings with current
Mountainside students; the majority
indicated they felt good about their
experience at Governor Livingston.
In particular, the students were happy
with the significant increase in the
number of colleges attending the an-
nual college fair.

Among the characteristics which
residents felt the new superintendent
should have are the ability to think
outside the box and to understand the
special connection and unique chal-
lenges associated with send/receive
relationships. In addition, because of
the extraordinary pace of technology
change, the candidate should have a
demonstrated ability to be adaptable
and flexible.
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