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Planning Board Discusses
Parker Traffic Study
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Marijuana Legalization

in the post-legalization environment
will be limited until further notice,
stated Ms. Avallone.

Upon a suggestion from the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (GWACC), the health
board reviewed the Westfield
Farmers Market vendor fee sched-
ule. Health Board member Eliza-
beth Talmont stated that GWACC
members had asked if the board of
health could review the Farmers
Market vendor costs and perhaps
consider a “lower fee” for those
who have a table to sell goods.

Board of Health President Tho-
mas K. O’Neill said the board will
consider a one-time “vendor fee”
or table fee of $75. The “one-time
fee” would allow a vendor access
to one event throughout the four
seasons, stated Mr. O’Neill.

Vendors interested in purchas-
ing a table for only the Farmers
Market could pay $100 under the
“new possible fee schedule,” stated
Mr. O’Neill.

Vendors who wish to have ac-
cess to all Westfield street fairs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The plan-
ning board on Monday wrapped up
its 2018 business by endorsing sev-
eral pending ordinances related to
the township’s affordable-housing
obligations.

At the end of its brief meeting,
Board Chairwoman Paulette
Coronato declared that the board
has “really accomplished a lot” this
year regarding affordable housing
and downtown redevelopment, and
thanked the board and its planner,
Harbor Consultants, for “the very
important work we’ve done this
year.”

Earlier, during a discussion of the
redevelopment plan for the former
Parker Gardens property on Terrill
Road, which is slated to have five
apartment buildings containing 181
units and seven townhouses with 47
units, board member Richard
Fortunato inquired about the scope
of a required traffic study at the site,
wondering if the study will include
conclusions about the impact of the

new development on a thorough-
fare that is already congested at
certain times of the day.

Professional planner Katherine
O’Kane of Harbor Consultants said
the traffic study will include con-
clusions that will then be used as a
basis for negotiating with SP Re-
serve Urban Renewal, the devel-
oper, about mitigating any negative
effects of the development on Terrill
Road traffic. Board attorney Robert
Pansulla said the study will be part
of the site-plan approval process
before the planning board and could,
for instance, lead to the installation
of a traffic light at the property.

Mrs. Coronato reminded the board
that, with Terrill Road being a county
road, Union County officials “will
have a say” in how traffic is managed
at the site. Mayor Alexander Smith
said the traffic study is part of the
township’s due diligence when it
comes to ensuring an orderly build-
ing of housing in the years ahead.

The planning board’s reorganiza-
tion meeting is set for Monday, Janu-
ary 7.

and events, including the Farmers
Market, can purchase an “all-in-
clusive vendor pass” for $125,
stated Mr. O’Neill.

Health Officer Helen Mendez
said the vendor fees offset the
health department’s effort and costs
it must put forth when protecting
consumers throughout the Farmers
Market season and during other
public events where “street ven-
dors” are present. Vendors often
sell food which is prepared, pre-
senting continued risks from a
health department perspective
which need to be monitored more
than “just say, fresh fruits or veg-
etables need to be,” stated Ms.
Mendez.

Westfield health officers will
check in the beginning of a Farm-
ers Market season and towards the
end to assure health standards are
being maintained, stated Ms.
Mendez. If violations occur or sub-
standard conditions are found, of-
ten oversight will become more
frequent throughout the duration
of the event, stated Ms. Mendez.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STORE CLOSINGS...Castle Bootery, above, is closing its Elm Street store after
70 years in Downtown Westfield, while Victoria’s Secret, below, is shutting its
East Broad Street store at the end of January.

sunlight” after students return from
school. The lights would allow for con-
tinued play into the early evening dur-
ing these months, a realized “added
benefit for Scotch Plains youth,” Com-
missioner Donatelli said.

Commissioner Deanna Del Bene said
she supports the lights as they provide
a “necessary utility for practices, games
and recreational activity” during a ma-
jority of seasons.

“Modern field lighting” is designed
to be not as luminous or create “ light
seepage into neighboring properties,”
Mr. Salvante said.

Mr. Brennan had stated town ordi-
nances can be crafted to respect neighbor-
ing properties if neighbors have concerns
with the lights disrupting their homes
during “sleeping hours.” He said existing
town ordinances regarding light and sound
disruption would be applied immediately
to the park following renovations.

The commission unanimously agreed
before supporting the project to seek
further information on whether the county
plans to install lights, the luminous im-
pact on surrounding properties, and how
field scheduling will be prioritized.

Residents Comment on Pros,
Cons of Gumbert Ice Rink

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Residents and
town officials of both Westfield and
Garwood met last Thursday night
inside the Westfield Town Council
Chambers to discuss the Gumbert
Park ice rink. The meeting covered
issues concerning noise, parking,
safety and the business impact to
the Westfield and Garwood com-
munities affected by the project.

The listening session was hosted
by an advisory committee, a body
of individuals involved with the
project, among them Ken Ander-
son, operator of the Gumbert rink
and owner of the Union Sports
Arena, who proposed the project
earlier in the year, which was then
approved by the Westfield Town
Council in a 6-to-3 vote.

Elected officials from both towns,
including Westfield Second Ward
Councilman Michael Dardia and
Garwood Mayor-elect Sara Todisco,
both of whom sat with the advisory
committee, heard both sides of the
rink’s impact at the well-attended
meeting.

The listening session featured rec-
ommendations from impacted sec-
tions of the community including
residents, business owners and those
living around Gumbert Park — a
collection of taxpayers from both
Westfield and Garwood.

The meeting began with com-
ments delivered by Megan Ryan of
Fairmont Avenue. Ms. Ryan co-
chaired a recent skate night where
tickets sold out in under an hour.

“I wanted to give everybody an
idea of what the rink means to the
Washington School community,”
she said. “Parents came full circle
as they skated with their children.
Many of those parents remember
when the Gumbert parking lot was
intentionally flooded so kids could
skate,” she said. “Ice skating is
one of those things you never for-
get.”

While the Gumbert rink hosts pub-
lic skating as well as various events
and skating lessons, the rink is pri-
marily there to provide a place for
community hockey including youth,
adult and family hockey.

But for Garwood residents, in-
cluding residents of The Pointe, a
community of townhome condo-
miniums bordering the rink, the
Gumbert rink comes at a cost to
those living around it.

One such resident was Christine
Spear, head of the Homeowners As-

sociation of The Pointe, who com-
municated the anguish of Pointe
residents — many of whom joined
her at the meeting.

“One example which I heard over
and over again are pucks striking
boards so loud it sounds like gun-
fire,” said Ms. Spear. “You might
think that’s an exaggeration; it’s
not.”

The exasperation extended to
Westfield residents as well. Other
speakers stated that rink visitors
frequently ignore the parking rules,
and they now find the streets con-
gested with cars idling around the
rink.

Many inside the chambers also
were surprised to learn the influx of
parking congestion generated by the
rink has impacted businesses in
neighboring Garwood.

Cherrybrook Premium Pet Sup-
plies is one such business, located
on North Avenue, and operated by
Claudia Loomis, who addressed last
Thursday’s meeting.

“We have had customers come in
continuously complaining to us that
they can’t find a place to park,” she
said. “Those are customers that care
enough to come back and shop our
store at a less busy time. I’m sure
there are other customers that can’t
find a place to park and move on to
Pet Valu or Pet Supplies.”

Ms. Loomis went on to cite a
recent local business Black Friday
event where her sales were down 24
percent from the previous year.

“There has to be something done
so the hockey parents aren’t park-
ing in our lot,” she said.

At the end of the meeting, the
advisory committee stated it would
compile a list of pros and cons
based on input from the listening
session. When asked if this infor-
mation would be made available
to the public, future Westfield Rec-
reation Commission meetings
were mentioned as the place where
the public would be able to learn
of the advisory committee’s con-
clusions.

The rink’s 2019-2020 winter re-
newal will be an issue facing the
Westfield Town Council, where the
Gumbert rink will have to be ap-
proved through another council vote.

The advisory committee esti-
mated that next year’s proposal
could be put forth in March, around
the time of this season’s rink clo-
sure — when Gumbert Park transi-
tions back to hosting basketball and
baseball.

Hartz Mtn. Provides EIS
For Proposed Development

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Engineer for Hartz
Mountain Industries LLC, Jeffrey
Martell of Stonefield Engineering, pre-
sented an Environmental Impact Study
(EIS) of 750 Walnut Avenue, dated
November 28, to the planning board
Wednesday. Hartz is seeking to con-
struct a 900-unit development at the
site.

Planning board member Dan
Aschenbach and residents questioned
why a study for contaminated soil was
not performed in the EIS, given that the
site was home to a variety of manufac-
turing and industrial companies, in-
cluding pharmaceuticals, and the adja-
cent Hyatt Hills golf course is a
brownfields redevelopment site after
General Motors shut down. Attorney
for Hartz Mountain, James Rhatican,
cited the township ordinance does not
specify such a test is necessitated.

Resident Kathy Allegro asked, “Do
you recall in the August planning board
meeting a discussion of an Environ-
mental Impact Study by the board mem-
bers and residents whether or not there
was contamination in the soil going
back to 1902 of manufacturing there?”

“I do,” Mr. Martell responded.
“Did that seem to you that the board

and residents...are concerned about in
rezoning the property?” Ms. Allegro
inquired.

“We understand the concern, cer-
tainly, and we don’t by virtue ... we
don’t offer an opinion that it shouldn’t
be. At this particular time, it is not
necessarily part of the strict require-
ments or request for rezone. We ac-
knowledge it needs to be done. It is
something the applicant has chosen to
do at a later time...there are standards
that DEP has that need to be met. They
would likely require some action on the
part of the applicant...,” Mr. Martell
said.

She asked if he felt knowing any
environmental hazardous material was
on the site was something the board
would need to know before making its
decision.

“I don’t think that is a decision that I
make,” Mr. Martell said. “I think that’s
the board’s ultimate decision.”

Resident Gerry Caprario recited a
list of former operations that occurred
at 750 Walnut Avenue, noting Sham-
rock Technologies, which had chemi-
cals on site; Summit Trust Co.; Wilson
UTC Inc., a transportation freight and
cargo company; Schering Corp., which
had pharmaceutical preparations;
Beechum Products USA, a state cleanup
site related to SmithKline Beechum,
Inc.; LabCorp, and a hazardous-waste
program run by Fuji Poly, Inc., as well
as Hartz Mountain Industries, Inc.

Mr. Martell said he did not look into
any of the public reports on these com-
panies that provide information per-
taining to the environmental aspects,
but had known some of those compa-
nies were operating at the site. He said
Hartz had not provided any informa-
tion related to these subjects.

Mr. Caprario also asked about the
type of fill that Melick-Tully and Asso-
ciates found in soil test pits. Mr. Martell
said the soil was not natural, but said it
is not “characterized as unique.” Mr.
Martell said he had no direct informa-
tion from Hartz Mountain regarding if
they were the owner who would have
added the non-native soil to the prop-
erty.

“We are confident that the site can be
developed ultimately as a residential
use with the DEP oversight,” Mr.
Rhatican said later.

Mr. Aschenbach later said Hyatt Hills
placed two feet of soil over the land
there to contain the contaminated soils.

The Hyatt Hills site is continuously
monitored with testing wells given the

original soil contains methyl tertiary-
butyl ether, a volatile organic com-
pound that belongs to a category known
as oxygenates. Oxygenates are added
to fuel to increase its oxygen content.

Mr. Aschenbach said he had a con-
cern that Hartz would investigate it
later. “There is a decision here whether
this should be residential or commer-
cial,” Mr. Aschenbach said.

Mr. Martell also said the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) had
no concerns of the added sewage intake
that would come should the commer-
cial property be developed as residen-
tial. Hartz Mountain is proposing to
create 905 apartments, and two club-
houses with two swimming pools.

RVSA stated in a letter to Stonefield
that its “conveyance and treatment fa-
cilities have adequate capacity and the
Township of Cranford has adequate
flow rights. Please note however that
the Authority operates a trunk sewer
system only and is not responsible for
the collection system within the mem-
ber municipality. Therefore, the Au-
thority is unable to provide verification
of the adequacy of the township’s inter-
nal collection system capacity and/or
any information regarding the location
of existing facilities in the vicinity of the
site in question, or design, connection,
usage, or frontage fees imposed by the
township…”

Also, Mr. Martell performed
stormwater management calculations.
The drainage plans consist of two un-
derground detention basins, expanding
one above-ground detention basin, and
creating one new above-ground basin,
he said. He said the plan would have a
slight positive impact to stormwater
runoff.

No negative impacts, in Mr. Martell’s
opinion, would occur to the historic
Sunny Acres district, which is a neigh-
borhood located within about 1,600
feet, or the Rahway River.

There was no cross-examination by
the planning board’s engineer.

The application is expected to con-
tinue in 2019, when Keenan Hughes,
the applicant’s planner, and the traffic
engineer, Karl Pehnke, would present
further testimony. Mr. Hughes was
present at the beginning of the board
meeting but the board said it was not
informed that he would be present, so
he was asked to come back on another
date.
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Garwood Thanks Lombardo,
Cuccaro, Bianco for Service

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo, Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro and Councilwoman Stephanie
Bianco were presented with honorary
certificates for their service at the last
borough council meeting for 2018.
Mayor Lombardo served the last four
years as Garwood’s mayor and previ-
ously served 21 years on the borough
council. Ms. Cuccaro has served as a
councilwoman since January 2016.
Councilwoman Bianco was appointed
upon Councilman Joseph Sarno’s de-
parture. Mr. Sarno vacated his council
seat as he was required to do upon
moving to Scotch Plains.

“Yes, I’m a Republican. Yes, the
mayor is a Democrat. I didn’t know
how to ask a question to fellow Repub-
licans. I didn’t dare ask a fellow Demo-
crat. I did dare to ask our Mayor
Lombardo,” said Councilman Richard
McCormack.

Mayor Lombardo’s answer was “very
kind, very genuine, very honest, very
quick to respond,” Councilman
McCormack said.

On their behalf, Councilman
McCormack and Councilwoman
Bianco presented Mayor Lombardo
with a gift certificate they had pur-
chased to a local restaurant to thank him
for his service.

Councilman Marc Lazarow, Coun-
cilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock and
Councilwoman and Mayor-elect Sara
Todisco purchased an honorary gavel
for Mayor Lombardo. Ms. Todisco pre-
sented the surprise gift during closing
discussions on behalf of Democrats on
the council.

Mayor Lombardo would use a gavel
to call meetings to order, adjourn meet-
ings, and to quiet down a disruptive
audience or quarreling council.

“Not many people get to be elected
officials to represent their town, county
or state, let alone do it for 25 years. The
Lombardo family has done a lot for
Garwood,” said Councilwoman
Todisco as she presented Mayor
Lombardo with the gavel.

Ms. Todisco said whenever tumultu-
ous situations occurred, Mayor
Lombardo “always brought the situa-
tion right down with a joke and a smile.”

“Such a big heart and generous spirit,”
said Councilwoman Blumenstock to
describe Mayor Lombardo’s character
and presence while leading.

Mayor Lombardo is “such a kind
person” who “always makes challeng-
ing times easier, so we could get through
them,” stated Councilman Lazarow.

Resident Bruce Paterson said Mayor
Lombardo always “kept an even hand
on things” during his tenure as mayor.

Councilman Lazarow said he wanted
to thank Councilwoman Cuccaro for all
her service, reflecting “on the laughs”
they had while sitting next to each other
on the governing body for numerous
years.

Mr. Paterson stated that he wanted to
thank Ms. Cuccaro for “keeping her
promise of a zero-tax-increase year.”
Mr. Paterson stated, “it’s hard for poli-
ticians to deliver on what they prom-
ise.” He said he wanted to acknowledge
Ms. Cuccaro’s vigor towards conserva-
tive spending and protecting the tax-
payer.

In other business, Borough Engineer
Michael Disko reported that the
Hartman Park basketball court restora-
tion has been completed. Mr. Disko
said the contractor has agreed to resur-
face areas on the court, which dis-
played signs of water retention.

Councilwoman Todisco said the
South Avenue water main restoration
project is almost completed.

“Water mains on New Street will not
be replaced until early 2019 based on
the water company’s project comple-
tion projection,” Ms. Todisco said.

THANK YOU, MAYOR LOMBARDO...Garwood Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock presents a resolution to Mayor Charles Lombardo, thanking him for
his service as mayor to the Borough of Garwood.
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Ponderosa

Stamler abstaining after Mr. Del Sordi
said he felt the new Democrat-con-
trolled council that takes office on
January 1 should be the one to take
action.

Township Manager Al Mirabella
trumpeted the township’s renewed
AAA bond rating, which he said was
an indication of the “excellent finan-
cial position” of the township. He
also said on Tuesday that the final
round of the fall leaf-collection pro-
gram will take place next week.

Tuesday’s meeting was the final
one for Councilman Del Sordi, who
chose not to seek re-election, and
Andrew Bondarowicz, who lost an
election bid last month. Mayor Smith
presented both men with plaques of
appreciation.

At the start of the meeting, the
mayor presented certificates to high-
school athletes who excelled in fall
sports and also gave out medals to a
dozen residents, young and older, who
took part in four road races over the
course of the year as part of the
Mayor’s Wellness Program. Chief
Conley also introduced Officer Eric
Fricks as the newest member of his
department.
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