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Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
ANNUAL SENIOR LUNCHEON...The Fanwood Seniors Club annual holiday luncheon held December 10 at Snuffy's
Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch Plains featured live entertainment by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Moonglowers
and a menu of prime rib, salmon and chicken picatta. Pictured are Club President Joe Bruno, pictured standing, with Borough
Council members Anthony Carter, far left,  Kathy Mitchell, second from left, Tom Kranz, standing, right, Russ Huegel, far
right, and Borough Administrator Eleanor McGovern, second from right.

Zoning Board Denies LED
Sign Application at SPFHS

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment wrapped up its
2018 agenda by denying an applica-
tion from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education to replace the
existing electronic LED one-color
sign in front of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School on Westfield
Road with a new electronic LED
multi-color sign.

At its December 6 meeting, the
zoning board told school-board
representatives that their applica-
tion lacked sufficient details and
specification such as the height of
the proposed sign. With only five
board members present — and five
affirmative votes needed to ap-
prove the application — the board
of education nonetheless chose to
proceed with the hearing, which
ended with the board voting to
deny.

Under the rules, the board of edu-
cation, if it wants to again submit an

application, will have to do so with an
application that is “substantially dif-
ferent” from the one submitted last
week.

A second application on the
agenda last week will be contin-
ued at the board’s February 7 meet-
ing. Fabricio and Suzanne Silva,
whose home is at 2409 Bryant
Avenue at the corner of Poets
Place, were seeking to install a
40-foot length of six-foot-high
fencing along Poets Place.

 But the fence was to be installed
on a township easement, and the
Silvas were told they first need to
have an agreement with the munici-
pality to place the fence on the ease-
ment since the board is not able to
grant such a request.

The board did approve an applica-
tion by Steve and Erica Needle to
construct a single-car detached ga-
rage at their residence at 19 Allenby
Lane.

The board’s reorganization meet-
ing is set for Thursday, January 3.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
LUNCH TIME...Fanwoodians Bob and Grace Kruthers are joined by Council-
man Tom Kranz , pictured center, at the Fanwood Seniors Club annual holiday
luncheon held December 10 at Snuffy's Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch Plains.

Health Board Discusses
Marijuana Legalization

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield Re-
gional Health Department director
Megan Avallone said at the
Westfield Board of Health meeting
on December 3 that the New Jersey
Department of Health has “not been
brought to the table, yet” when ad-
dressing “public health concerns”
regarding “legalized marijuana.”
Legislation to legalize possession
and personal use recreation mari-
juana in New Jersey was passed by
the Senate and Assembly budget
committees last month and now
awaits a full vote in the Legislature.
The last scheduled voting session
for 2018 is Monday, December 17.

Ms. Avallone said since Colo-
rado legalized marijuana “several
years back,” there have been “no
directly correlated increases in ve-
hicular accidents” resulting from
legalized marijuana consumption.
Ms. Avallone said vehicular acci-
dents often involved alcohol con-
sumption with marijuana consump-
tion, which made a direct correla-
tion to marijuana-impaired driving
difficult to define when profession-
als studied accident statistics post
legalization.

There is no active impaired-driv-
ing roadside test for marijuana like
the breathalyzer exists for discern-
ing an intoxicated driver and what
defines the degree of intoxication,
stated Ms. Avallone.

Westfield Health Board member
Neal Snitow stated he “fears” for
unimpaired drivers who must navi-
gate the roads in a post-legalization
environment.

However, after reviewing the
health impacts and health depart-
ment information disseminated
throughout Washington and Colo-
rado following similar recreational

marijuana legalization measures,
there was health educational mate-
rial expressing concerns with “mari-
juana consumers who were actively
breastfeeding,” stated Ms. Avallone.

Ms. Avallone said “there seemed
to be information discussing con-
cerns with breastfeeding mothers”
who were simultaneously or had
consumed marijuana recreationally.
Ms. Avallone did not specify the
defined negative health impacts for
newborns who had been breastfed
by a mother who consumed mari-
juana or even the frequency of ex-
posure.

Often medical marijuana patients
will pay anywhere from $500 to
$1,000 out of pocket for a month
supply of marijuana, stated Ms.
Avallone. Health insurance pro-
grams will not cover medical mari-
juana because it is “still deemed
illegal” by the federal government,
she said. State insurance programs
will not cover medical marijuana
patients’ costs until it becomes a
“federal Schedule II” drug versus
its classification as a Schedule 1
drug, stated Ms. Avallone.

Ms. Avallone said the New Jersey
Department of Health certainly
wants to be “involved in the legal-
ization discussion before the fact
and not after the fact,” meaning any
public health concerns should be
addressed pre-emptively so the risks
can be avoided or severely miti-
gated, stated Ms. Avallone. She said
whether a portion of tax revenue
from marijuana legalization will be
earmarked for substance-abuse edu-
cation, prevention or dangers has
not been addressed by legislators.

Without any direction from the
New Jersey Department of Health,
the active role the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department will have
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RESOLUTIONS…On behalf of the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders,
Al Mirabella, left, who also is Scotch Plains township manager, presents indi-
vidual resolutions of thanks and congratulations to representatives at the Scotch
Plains Mayor’s Charity Gala on December 1. Joining them is Mayor Al Smith,
second from left. Over 200 attendees at the Shackamaxon Country Club danced,
dined and raised money to help honor the first responders of Scotch Plains.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IT HAD TO BE MOONGLOW…Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Jazz Band Moonglowers played at the cocktail hour of the 28th Annual
Mayor’s Charity Gala held at the Shackamaxon Country Club on December 1.
Vocalist Cristabella Fortna entertained with vocals with the rhythm section of the
award-winning group. The fundraising event honored First Responders in the
town, namely, the police, firefighters and rescue squad.

Recreation Commission Discusses
Lighting at Ponderosa Park

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Resident Rita
Selesner wrote a letter to the recreation
commission addressing “concerns sta-
dium lights at Ponderosa Park would
have on neighboring properties,” if
“lights accompanied the field turfing”
proposed for installation at Ponderosa
Park, recreation commissioner Mike
Walsh said at Monday night’s commis-
sion meeting.

The commission decided not to pro-
vide “support for lighting” or “support
against lights” until “further questions
are answered from the county,” which
owns the park, stated Mr. Walsh. Ms.
Selesner’s letter prompted discussion
about the lights luminosity, field up-
keep and priority scheduling for field
use regarding non-Scotch Plains teams
versus Scotch Plains teams.

At a prior recreation meeting, Union
County park maintenance director,
Michael Brennan, said Union County
will install turf fields at Ponderosa.
Although many Scotch Plains residents
utilize the Cooper Road park, Ponde-
rosa is a county park, Mr. Brennan had
stated. Ponderosa was chosen as “one
of several county designated parks”
which will be “revitalized or enhanced
with upgrades” in the upcoming year,
Mr. Brennan said.

 Mr. Brennan was not present at
Monday’s meeting, but provided the
initial commentary during a project pre-
sentation at a prior recreation meeting.

The turf will allow individuals, teams
from various sports to practice within
the same day in “almost or preceding all
weather conditions” without having to
wait for “grass recovery” or “constant

maintenance,” Mr. Brennan said.
Mr. Brennan had said it is common

for “almost all new turf fields” to have
“lighting” provided, allowing athletes,
teams and recreation to continue
throughout the winter months and into
the evening throughout the spring and
summer months. Scotch Plains Parks
and Recreation Director DJ Salvante
said the final decision for “lights or to
turf the field” is the county’s decision,
“as it is a county park.” However, the
county asked for feedback on whether
“lights would be appreciated by the
recreation commission,” Mr. Salvante
said.

Commissioner Alfonse Akins said a
“deciding factor” would be how much
Scotch Plains residents and Scotch
Plains teams would benefit from the
added play time the “lights would pro-
vide.” Mr. Walsh said he had concerns
if numerous neighbors were disrupted
by the lights and “out-of-town club
teams” had priority over Scotch Plains
recreation teams.

Commissioner Tom Donatelli stated
he understands how during the “late fall
or winter months” in the early evening
there is only “one to two hours of
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Council OKs Housing Ordinances,
IDs Parker Gardens Developer

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – In advance of
a compliance hearing on Wednesday,
the township council on Tuesday night
passed a flurry of ordinances that will
be presented to a court to show that the
municipality is progressing in meeting
its affordable-housing obligations that
were agreed to with developers earlier
this year.

At its final meeting of the year, the
governing body unanimously ap-
proved three ordinances including an
updated affordable-housing ordinance,
one related to development fees and a

third related to mandatory affordable-
housing set-asides. Earlier, the council
had passed two resolutions pertaining
to the township’s affordable-housing
spending plan and another related to
the township’s marketing plan for af-
fordable units.

In a related move, the council also
approved a redevelopment plan for the
former Parker Gardens site and named
SP Reserve Urban Renewal LLC as
the developer. Planner Michael
Mistretta of Harbor Consultants, which
is advising the township on redevelop-
ment matters, said the developer will
have 120 days to submit a formal site

plan to the planning board for ap-
proval.

The council also approved a private
outdoor surveillance camera registry,
which Police Chief Ted Conley ex-
plained was aimed at assisting police
when investigating crimes that may
have been captured by security cam-
eras placed outside residences. He said
that oftentimes when police are inves-
tigating an incident like a home break-
in and want to interview neighbors
who may have witnessed suspicious
activity, they are often not at home
during the day when police knock on
their door. If they have outdoor cam-
eras that might have recorded a sus-
pect, the police could then ask to view
the videotape.

Chief Conley emphasized that the
registry, which he said would provide
“thousands of more eyes,” was volun-
tary and was for police investigations
only, adding that any videotape used
by the police would not be available to
the public under any open-records re-
quest.

In other business, final approval was
given to a new ordinance governing
the use and placement of LED signs
outside such facilities as the YMCA
and public schools. Mayor Alexander
Smith said the new regulations will
provide “an orderly way” to place
those type of signs.

The council approved the creation
of two new subcommittees, one of
which is an affordable-housing advi-
sory committee that will advise and
assist the governing body relative to
its affordable-housing obligations and
regulations. An historic preservation
advisory committee is being estab-
lished to advise the council in research-
ing historic and culturally-significant
properties and sites in Scotch Plains.
The vote to establish the two subcom-
mittees was 3 to 0, with Democrats
John Del Sordi, Jr. and Elizabeth
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