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Jesse Winter for The Westfield Leader
LISTENING SESSION...Westfield’s new ice rink at Gumbert Park on the
Garwood border was the subject of a listening session last Thursday. A panel,
pictured above, included Westfield Councilman Michael Dardia, left, Ken Ander-
son, fourth from left, owner of the facility, and Garwood Mayor-elect Sara
Todisco, right.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A FRIENDLY COMPETITION...A friendly competition ensues as the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Brass Quintet
plays a few carols with the For Stories Quartet in Downtown Westfield Sunday afternoon. The entertainment is sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Corporation.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL…The baby Jesus sleeps through songs and
merriment of the crowds at the Live Nativity and petting zoo held on the lawn of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield last Sunday afternoon. The annual event
featured hot chocolate and cookies and an old-fashioned sing-along of Christmas
carols by community attendees.
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Health Board Discusses
Marijuana Legalization

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Regional
Health Department director Megan
Avallone said at the Westfield Board
of Health meeting on December 3
that the New Jersey Department of
Health has “not been brought to the
table, yet” when addressing “public
health concerns” regarding “legal-
ized marijuana.” Legislation to legal-
ize possession and personal use rec-
reation marijuana in New Jersey was
passed by the Senate and Assembly
budget committees last month and
now awaits a full vote in the Legisla-
ture. The last scheduled voting ses-
sion for 2018 is Monday, December
17.

Ms. Avallone said since Colorado
legalized marijuana “several years
back,” there have been “no directly
correlated increases in vehicular ac-
cidents” resulting from legalized
marijuana consumption. Ms. Avallone
said vehicular accidents often in-
volved alcohol consumption with
marijuana consumption, which made
a direct correlation to marijuana-im-
paired driving difficult to define when
professionals studied accident statis-
tics post legalization.

There is no active impaired-driv-
ing roadside test for marijuana like

the breathalyzer exists for discerning
an intoxicated driver and what de-
fines the degree of intoxication, stated
Ms. Avallone.

Westfield Health Board member
Neal Snitow stated he “fears” for
unimpaired drivers who must navi-
gate the roads in a post-legalization
environment.

However, after reviewing the health
impacts and health department infor-
mation disseminated throughout
Washington and Colorado following
similar recreational marijuana legal-
ization measures, there was health
educational material expressing con-
cerns with “marijuana consumers who
were actively breastfeeding,” stated
Ms. Avallone.

Ms. Avallone said “there seemed to
be information discussing concerns
with breastfeeding mothers” who were
simultaneously or had consumed
marijuana recreationally. Ms.
Avallone did not specify the defined
negative health impacts for newborns
who had been breastfed by a mother
who consumed marijuana or even the
frequency of exposure.

Often medical marijuana patients
will pay anywhere from $500 to
$1,000 out of pocket for a month
supply of marijuana, stated Ms.

Residents Comment on Pros,
Cons of Gumbert Ice Rink

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Residents and
town officials of both Westfield and
Garwood met last Thursday night in-
side the Westfield Town Council
Chambers to discuss the Gumbert
Park ice rink. The meeting covered
issues concerning noise, parking,
safety and the business impact to the
Westfield and Garwood communi-
ties affected by the project.

The listening session was hosted
by an advisory committee, a body of
individuals involved with the project,

among them Ken Anderson, operator
of the Gumbert rink and owner of the
Union Sports Arena, who proposed
the project earlier in the year, which
was then approved by the Westfield
Town Council in a 6-to-3 vote.

Elected officials from both towns,
including Westfield Second Ward
Councilman Michael Dardia and
Garwood Mayor-elect Sara Todisco,
both of whom sat with the advisory
committee, heard both sides of the
rink’s impact at the well-attended
meeting.

The listening session featured rec-

ommendations from impacted sections
of the community including residents,
business owners and those living around
Gumbert Park — a collection of tax-
payers from both Westfield and
Garwood.

The meeting began with comments
delivered by Megan Ryan of Fairmont
Avenue. Ms. Ryan co-chaired a recent
skate night where tickets sold out in
under an hour.

“I wanted to give everybody an idea
of what the rink means to the Washing-
ton School community,” she said. “Par-
ents came full circle as they skated with
their children. Many of those parents
remember when the Gumbert parking
lot was intentionally flooded so kids
could skate,” she said. “Ice skating is
one of those things you never forget.”

While the Gumbert rink hosts public
skating as well as various events and
skating lessons, the rink is primarily
there to provide a place for community
hockey including youth, adult and fam-
ily hockey.

But for Garwood residents, includ-
ing residents of The Pointe, a commu-
nity of townhome condominiums bor-
dering the rink, the Gumbert rink comes
at a cost to those living around it.

One such resident was Christine
Spear, head of the Homeowners As-
sociation of The Pointe, who commu-
nicated the anguish of Pointe resi-
dents — many of whom joined her at
the meeting.

“One example which I heard over
and over again are pucks striking
boards so loud it sounds like gun-
fire,” said Ms. Spear. “You might
think that’s an exaggeration; it’s not.”

The exasperation extended to
Westfield residents as well. Other
speakers stated that rink visitors fre-
quently ignore the parking rules, and
they now find the streets congested
with cars idling around the rink.

Many inside the chambers also were

Garwood Thanks Lombardo,
Cuccaro, Bianco for Service

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo, Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro and Councilwoman Stephanie
Bianco were presented with honorary
certificates for their service at the last
borough council meeting for 2018.
Mayor Lombardo served the last four
years as Garwood’s mayor and previ-
ously served 21 years on the borough
council. Ms. Cuccaro has served as a
councilwoman since January 2016.
Councilwoman Bianco was appointed
upon Councilman Joseph Sarno’s de-
parture. Mr. Sarno vacated his council
seat as he was required to do upon
moving to Scotch Plains.

“Yes, I’m a Republican. Yes, the
mayor is a Democrat. I didn’t know
how to ask a question to fellow Repub-
licans. I didn’t dare ask a fellow Demo-
crat. I did dare to ask our Mayor
Lombardo,” said Councilman Richard
McCormack.

Mayor Lombardo’s answer was “very
kind, very genuine, very honest, very
quick to respond,” Councilman
McCormack said.

On their behalf, Councilman
McCormack and Councilwoman
Bianco presented Mayor Lombardo
with a gift certificate they had pur-
chased to a local restaurant to thank him
for his service.

Councilman Marc Lazarow, Coun-
cilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock and
Councilwoman and Mayor-elect Sara
Todisco purchased an honorary gavel
for Mayor Lombardo. Ms. Todisco pre-
sented the surprise gift during closing
discussions on behalf of Democrats on
the council.

Mayor Lombardo would use a gavel
to call meetings to order, adjourn meet-
ings, and to quiet down a disruptive
audience or quarreling council.

“Not many people get to be elected
officials to represent their town, county

or state, let alone do it for 25 years. The
Lombardo family has done a lot for
Garwood,” said Councilwoman
Todisco as she presented Mayor
Lombardo with the gavel.

Ms. Todisco said whenever tumultu-
ous situations occurred, Mayor
Lombardo “always brought the situa-
tion right down with a joke and a smile.”

“Such a big heart and generous spirit,”
said Councilwoman Blumenstock to
describe Mayor Lombardo’s character
and presence while leading.

Mayor Lombardo is “such a kind
person” who “always makes challeng-
ing times easier, so we could get through
them,” stated Councilman Lazarow.

Resident Bruce Paterson said Mayor
Lombardo always “kept an even hand
on things” during his tenure as mayor.

Councilman Lazarow said he wanted
to thank Councilwoman Cuccaro for all
her service, reflecting “on the laughs”
they had while sitting next to each other
on the governing body for numerous
years.

Mr. Paterson stated that he wanted to
thank Ms. Cuccaro for “keeping her
promise of a zero-tax-increase year.”
Mr. Paterson stated, “it’s hard for poli-
ticians to deliver on what they prom-
ise.” He said he wanted to acknowledge
Ms. Cuccaro’s vigor towards conserva-
tive spending and protecting the tax-
payer.

In other business, Borough Engineer
Michael Disko reported that the
Hartman Park basketball court restora-
tion has been completed. Mr. Disko
said the contractor has agreed to resur-
face areas on the court, which dis-
played signs of water retention.

Councilwoman Todisco said the
South Avenue water main restoration
project is almost completed.

“Water mains on New Street will not
be replaced until early 2019 based on
the water company’s project comple-
tion projection,” Ms. Todisco said.

THANK YOU, MAYOR LOMBARDO...Garwood Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock presents a certificate to Mayor Charles Lombardo, thanking him for
his service as mayor to the Borough of Garwood.

Westfield’s Curbside Recycling
Cost to Almost Double

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town’s recy-
clable curbside collection contract was
awarded effective January 1, 2019, for
one year at an annual cost of $607,000
with Giordano Company at Tuesday’s
town council meeting. The town had
gone out to bid twice and then, after
receiving only the sole bid from
Giordano, had sought to negotiate with
other vendors, and after doing so had
not received any bids lower than the bid
provided by Giordano, Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea said.

The contract is “a little less than

double the cost,” of the previous con-
tract, Mr. Gildea explained. Also, plas-
tics accepted curbside will be numbers
1 and 2; most all other plastics can be
taken to the town’s recycling center by
residents. Increasing costs to haul
recyclables is an occurrence happen-
ing countrywide due to the poor mar-
kets of selling recyclables.

An ordinance to repeal a permit fee
for residential on-street parking was
adopted 7 to 1.

The contract with the union employ-
ees for the library was authorized and
salaries for four senior librarians were
set effective January 1, 2019.

A change order to the contract in
relation to the improvements at Parking
Lot no. 7 was increased to $350,939.51.
Town Engineer Kris McAloon said it
was due to the need for an increase in
the base asphalt.

Road projects slated for 2018 are to
be completed this year with the excep-
tion of Mindowaskin Park Drive, which
is delayed to next year to allow for the
new playground and sidewalks to be
completed, Mr. Gildea said. The play-
ground is expected to be completed
next week and a celebration of the park
may happen next year.

Memorial Park bathrooms are ex-
pected to be operational by opening day
2019, Mr. Gildea said.

Shopper parking in the downtown
will be free beginning Saturday through
New Year’s Day for the holiday season.

On another matter, an extension for
the revaluation is needed to complete
the process, Mr. Gildea said. Any prop-
erty owners who have completed the
revaluation will receive a letter in late
December through January indicating
the new assessment. Property owners
will have until May 1, 2019, to file an
appeal. The town’s last revaluation was
conducted in 1981, Mr. Gildea said.

During the mayor’s update, Mayor
Shelley Brindle said Addams Tavern is
expected to reopen next week. She also
listed a number of new businesses that
have opened and that will open in the
coming months in the downtown area.

AddamsFest’s inaugural year has
shown a net profit of $20,000, Mayor
Brindle said. There was $25,000 ap-
propriated in the 2018 municipal bud-
get for the weekend celebration of
Charles Addams. In promoting the
event, the town had reached about 3,600
people a day on average in social me-
dia, she said. She cited the value of free
promotion and volunteers. She said it
was estimated about 12,000 people had
participated in the many events. Also,
the art exhibit of Addams’ works had
attracted 2,000 visitors, she said.

“The economic benefit of our mer-
chants was significant,” Mayor Brindle
said.

Members of the mental health com-
mission were named, and will be posted
on the town website. Also, anyone seek-
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